_"^ry_  r.    t^ 


?  "^^^^prfj^^ 


^^^.^ 


i^kt'^^^i: 


r.^\A^^^-^\ 


•^'^^  ^/N  /*rs  ^•^  '^  -^  » 


^.^c^p^^  ^ 


ffiS^**^^i^^^i^^«il^^^ 


l^^'^O^/f^^^A^'^ 


''^^^ft'^f^?l 


ft  *  -Ji  : 


f^f^m^^^^^mfs^mm 


'^mk^MwA^U^A. 


w&^^^m^^ 


^  -^  ft- a 

.  ft  #?f'^S 


r/A.^A>^,^^jr^^' 


^iffi;fti-/i: 


k'f^mA 


'<■<^:^'^;'^■ 


■*  V    A  , 

ib  . 

^^^^K^^^^^a' 


mmH 


?*?*^>»':- 


SA'A^£AP;ik'« 


Digitized  by  the  Internet  Archive 

in  2012  with  funding  from 

Open  Knowledge  Commonsand  the  National  Endowment  for  the  Humanities 


http://archive.org/details/journalofgynaecoC)3gyna 


THE    JOURNAL 


OF   THE 


GYNilCOLOGICAL  SOCIETY  OF  BOSTON: 


%  ^0ntl;lg  ^amnul 


DEVOTED   TO  THE  ADVANCEMENT   OF  THE   KNOWLEDGE 
OF  THE   DISEASES   OF   WOMEN. 


WINSLOW  LEWIS,   M.D.,  HORATIO   R.    STORER,   M.D., 

GEORGE   H.    BIXBY,    M.D. 


VOL.   III. 
JULY   TO  JANUARY. 

1870. 


BOSTON: 

JAMES     CAMPBELL,     PUb'lISHER, 

18  Trbmont  St.,  Museum  Building. 


Entered  according  to  Act  of  Congress,  in  the  year  1870,  by 

HORATIO    R.    STORER,    M.    D., 

In  the  office  of  the  Librarian  of  Congress,  at  Washington. 


Rockwell    if    Churchill,    Printers. 


CONTRIBUTORS  TO  VOL.  III. 


H.  D.  Ballard,  M.D.,  Findlay,  Ohio.  " 

H.  Beauchamp,  M.D.,  Hamilton,  Ohio. 

Alexander  E.  Becker,  M.D.,  Providence,  R.  I.  ; 

J.  H.  Beech,  M.D.,  Coldwater,  Michigan. 

George  H.  Bixby,  M.D.,  Boston.  : 

Carl  Both,  M.D.,  Boston. 

L.  C.  Butler,  M.D.,  Essex,  Vt.  ' 

B.  F.  Campbell,  M.D.,  East  Boston.  \ 

B.  H.  Catlin,  M.D.,  Meriden,  Ct.  - 

Wm.  H.  DeCamp,  M.D.,  Grand  Rapids,  Michigan.  ■ 

Henry  D.  Didama,  M.D.,  Syracuse,  N.  Y.  ' 

Rev.  James  B.  Dunn,  Boston.  -^ 

Tom  O.  Edwards,  M.D.,  Lancaster,  Ohio.  -i 

H.  M.  Field,  M.D.,  Newton,  Mass.  .1 

A.  C.  Garratt,  M.D.,  Boston. 

H.  Gerould,  M.D.,  Massillon,  Ohio.                     •  \ 

F.  W  Goodall,  M.D.,  Greensboro,  Vt.  i 
Charles  T.  Jackson,  M.D.,  Boston. 

W.  M.  James,  M.D.,  Whitesboro,  N.  Y.  J 

G.  S.  Jones,  M.D.,  Boston.  i 
T.  Lazarewitch,  M.D.,  Professor  in  University  of  Kharkoff,  Russia.  J 
Henry  M.  Lilly,  M.D.,  Fond  Du  Lac,  Wisconsin.  J 
H.  F.  Lyster,  M.D.,  Detroit,  Michigan.  i 
Henry  A.  Martin,  M.D.,  Boston  Highlands.  1 
H.  O.  Marcy,  M.D.,  Cambridgeport,  Mass. 

S.  M.  Mouser,  M.D.,  San  Francisco,  Cal.  ' 

J.  P.  Ordway,  M.D.,  Boston.  1 

Joseph  G.  Pinkham,  M.D.,  Lynn,  late  Professor  in  Berkshire  Medical  College.  l 

F.  M.  Robertson,  M.D.,  Professor  in  Medical  College,  Charleston,  S.  C. 

Sir  James  Y.  Simpson,  M.D.,  Edinburgh. 

D.  D.  Spear,  M.D.,  Kennebunk,  Me.  , 

Horatio  R.  Storer,  M.D.,  Boston,  late  Professor  in  Berkshire  Medical  College. 

John  L.  Sullivan,  M.D.,  Boston. 

Joseph  W.  Thompson,  M.D.,  Padu^ah,  Ky.  j 

J.  M.  Toner,  M.D.,  Washington,  D.  C.  ^ 

Saitiuel  D.  Turney,  M.D.,  Circleville,  Ohio.  - 

L.  Voss,  M.D.,  New  York.                                "  i 

Levi  F.  Warner,  M.D.,  Boston. 

James  D.  Whelpley,  M.D.,  Boston.                                            •  - 

R.  Willson,  M.D.,  Mantorville,  Minnesota.  I 


CONTENTS    OF    VOL.    III. 


PROCEEDINGS  OF  THE  SOCIETY :  —  p^o. 

Annual  (Twenty- fifth  Regular)  Meeting 1 

Ovariotomy,  with  Modification  in  applying  the  External  Clamp 2 

Officers  of  the  Society 6 

Twenty-sixth  ReOular  Meeting 5 

Improved  Intra-uterine  Scarificator .• 6 

New  Form  of  Ovarian  Clamp 7 

Improved  Abdominal  Supporter 8 

Lacing  the  Breast 9 

Urethral  Caruncle  causing  Cystocele 10 

Cervical  Polypus 11 

Twin  Eggs  peculiarly  attached  together 11 

Fatal  Cellulitis  from  the  Careless  Use  of  Sponge  Tents 12 

Points  concerning  Ovariotomy 15 

Hclonias  Dioica  as  an  Aphrodisiac 18 

Treatment  of  Fistula  in  Ano ' 19 

Successful  Extirpation  of  the  Kidney 22 

Renal  Abscess 22 

Perincphritic  Abscess 25 

Twenty-seventh  Regular  Meeting 65 

Uterine  Dressing  Forceps 66 

Dil.itors  for  Cervical  Canal 67 

Committee  upon  Anaesthesia 69 

Digitalis  in  Uterine  Hemorrhage 70 

Twenty-eighth  Regular  Meeting 70 

Hypertrophied  Placenta 71 

Vaginismus 72  • 

Chronic  Inversion 75 

Metrorrhagia  after  Abortion 76 

Removal  of  a  Horse-shoe  Pessary  from  the  Cavity  of  the  Bladder 83 

Twenty-ninth  Regular  Meeting 145 

Fibro-cystic  Disease  of  the  Uterus 146 

Placental  Apoplexy 148 

Insanity  from  Disease  of  the  Pelvic  Organs 148 

Prolapse  of  the  entire  Rectal  Canal 152 

Thirtieth  Regular  Meeting 153 

New  Uterine  Dilator 154 

Cod-Liver  Oil 165 

4 


Contents   of    Yol,  III. 


PAGE 

Causation  of  Monstrosities  by  Duplicity 166 

Gastrotomy 167 

Anal  Fistula - . .  > 168 

Fissure  of  the  Anus 171 

Mortality  of  Sulphuric  Ether 173 

Thirty-first  Kegular  Meeting 209 

Employment  of  Alcoholic  Stimulants  in  the  Treatment  of  Disease 211 

Fibrous  Abdominal  Tumor  from  a  Haddock 213 

Feigned  Passage  of  Hair  from  the  Bladder 213 

Causation  of  Double  Monstrosity 214 

Introduction  of  Practical  Anaesthesia 216 

Introduction  of  Horse-shoe  Pessaries  into  the  Bladder 217 

Traumatic  Atresia  Vaginae 219 

Remedial  Substitutes  for  Blood-letting 220 

Thirty-second  Regular  Meeting 224 

Operations  for  Large  Vaginal  Polypus 225 

Aberrations  of  Gestation 227 

Vaginal  Anomaly 228 

Abdomino-vaginal  Impalement 228 

Atresia  Vaginse  and  Absence  of  the  Uterus 230 

New  Electrodes 231 

Membranous  Dysmenorrhoea  relieved  by  Acid  Nitrate  of  Mercury 233 

Ipecac  as  an  Anti-Nauseant 234 

Thirty-third  Regular  Meeting 273 

Cutaneous  Eruption  at  the  Menstrual  Period 275 

Periodical  Spontaneous  Rupture  of  an  Ovarian  Cyst 277 

Recurrent  Cellular  Inflammation 278 

Bromide  of  Potassium  as  a  Remedy  for  Vomiting  attending  the  Induc- 
tion of  Anaesthesia 280 

Thirty-fourth  Regular  Meeting 282 

Thirty-fifth  Regular  Meeting 337 

New  Atomizer 339 

Fibrous  Tumor  Spontaneously  Expelled 342 

Exploratory  Abdominal  Section 343 

Renal  Tumor 347 

Local  Treatment  of  Hemorrhage  after  Abortion 350 

Exophthalmic  Goitre 351 

Reflex  Insanity 351 

Thirty-sixth  Regular  Meeting 357 

Improved  Sea-Tangle  Tent,  for  Extreme  Flexions 358 

Ovarian  Dermoid  Tumor,  containing  Wool 360 

Fibrous  Fallopian  Tumor  removed  by  Abdominal  Section 361 

Wliat  should  Constitute  an  Exploratory  Section  ? , .  363 

Tympany  as  an  Obscuring  Element  in  Diagnosis 366 

Cervical  Rent  cured  by  Stitching  during  Pregnancy 368 

'  The  Repression  of  Criminal  Abortion 369 

ORIGINAL  CONTRIBUTIONS  :  — 

Martin.  —  Deaths  from  Sulphuric  Ether.    Its  Relative  Mortality  proba- 
bly higher  than  that  from  Chloroform 26 

5 


Contents   of    Vol.  IIL 

PAGE 

Becker.  —  Vaginismus  mistaken  for  Spinal  Disease 34 

Edwards.  —  Introduction  of  Ilorse-shoe  Pessary  into    the    Bladder...  36 

Catlix.  —  Aberrations  of  Gestation -• .  ..  42 

Butler.  —  Gastrotoray  for  the  Sake  of  the  Mother,  and  not  of  the  Child.  44 
Lazauewitch.  —  On  a  New  Clamp  and  some  other  Peculiarities  in  Ova- 
riotomy    85 

Mayer.  —  The  Relation  of  the  Female  Sexual  Organs  to  Mental  Dis- 

Qase,  II 93 

James.  —  Abdomino- vaginal  Impalement 175 

Garratt.  —  Absence  of  the  Uterus 181 

RoDERTSOx.  —  Local  Treatment  of  Hemorrhage  from  Abortion  by  Per- 
sulphate of  Iron 184 

PixKHAM.  —  The  Objects  and  Methods  of  Recording  Cases  in  Gynaeco- 
logical Practice 237 

Beech.  —  Complete  Atresia  Vaginae,  etc.,  with  Successful  Operation  for 

its  Restoration 248 

PiNKiiAM.  —  The  very  Frequent  and  Inexcusable  Destruction  of  Foetal 

Life  in  its  Earlier  Stages  by  Medical  Men  in  Honorable  Standing . .  374 

EDITORIAL  NOTES:  — 

The  Truce  Ended 47 

The  Fourth  Estate  and  its  Power 47 

A  Voice  from  the  Grave 49 

A  Shadow  of  a  Shade 62 

The  Truth  at  last  Told 55 

The  Triumph  at  Washington 58 

That  at  Home Gl 

Backward,  March 63 

Another's  Loss  our  Own 64 

A  Requiem 106 

The  "  Wolf"  in  '•  The  Organ " 107 

Personalities  Rebuked 109 

A  Query 112 

Another 113 

The  Boston  Policy  as  seen  from  within 114 

The  Same,  as  seen  from  without 116 

A  Bane  and  its  Antidote 119 

Eulogy  upon  Sir  James  Y.  Simpson,  delivered  at  Request  of  the  Society  120 

The  Journalistic  Master's- Word 189 

Its  Application 192 

Dead  or  Alive  ? 195 

Dcsignati 208 

A  Resum^!. 253 

Wherefore  ? 257 

The  Profession  in  Canada 263 

Punch  and  Judy 266 

One  Blot  the  Less — ^  268 

Needed  Relief 270 

For  Benefits  Received 378 

6 


Contents  of   Vol.  IIL 


A  Eight,  to  be  Exerted 381 

Caught  at  Last 334 

Editorial  Courtesy 339 

Pointing  a  Point 392 

A  Question,  of  the  Present 397 

Another,  of  the  Future 400 

7 


INDEX   TO    VOL.   III. 


Abdominal  section,  exploratory,  343. 

supporter,  improved,  8. 
Abdomino-vaginal     impalement,     175, 

228. 
Aberrations  of  gestation,  42,  227. 
Abortion,  criminal,  119,  268. 

hemorrhage  after,  350. 
medico-criminal,  374. 
repression  of  criminal,  369. 
Abscess,  perinepliritic,  25. 

renal,  22. 
Absence  of  uterus,  ISl,  230. 
Acid  nitrate  of  mercury,  use  of,  233. 
Additions  to  library,  1,  6,  66,  71,  145, 

154,  210,  225,  338,  357. 
Amenorrhoea,  attended  by  mental  dis- 
turbance, 274. 
American  Medical  Association,  55,  58, 
267,  315,  327,  382. 
statistical  history  of,  294, 331. 
Anajsthesia,  discovery  of,  83,  216,  235, 
281,  354. 
vomiting  from,  280. 
Annual  meeting  of  Society,  1. 
Anus,  fissure  of,  171. 
Anomaly,  vaginal,  228. 
Aphrodisiac  properties  of  helonias  di- 

oica,  18. 
Association,  American  Medical,  55,  58, 
267,  315,  327,  382. 
statistical  history  of,  294, 

331. 
of  American  Medical  Edi- 
tors, 47. 
Atomizer,  new,  339. 
Atresia  vaginae,  complicated,  219,  220, 
248. 


Back-ache,  cause  of,  72. 

Ballard,    Dr.    II.    D.,    communication 

from,  277. 
Barnes'  dilator,  history  of,  155. 
Beauchamp,    Dr.    II.,   communication 

from,  278. 


Becker,    Dr.  A.    R.,    communication 
•  and  remarks  from,  72. 
Beech,  Dr.  J.  II.,  communication  from, 

219,  248. 
Bigelow,  Dr.  II.  J.,  55,  316,  321,  392. 
Bixby,  Dr.  George  H.,  communications 

and  remarks   from,  8,   66,   70,  147, 

148,  274,  343. 
Bladder,  feigned  passage  of  hair  from, 
213. 
pessaries  in,  36,  83,  217. 
Blake,  Dr.  J.  G.,  remarks  from,  10,  14, 

16,  19,   26,   166,   169,  171,  173,  364, 

367,  371. 
Blood-letting,  remedial  substitutes  for, 

220. 
Board  of  Health,  report  of,  332. 
Boston  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal, 

107,  384. 
Both,  Dr.  C,  communications  and  re- 
marks from,  19,  21,  22,  68,  170,  173. 
Breast,  lacing  the,  291. 
Bromide  of  potassium  in  vomiting  of 

anaesthesia,  280. 
Brown,  Dr.  F.  H.,  107,  384,  389. 
Buckingham,  Dr.  C.  E.,  112. 
Butler,  Dr.  L.  C,  communication  from, 

146. 


Campbell,  Dr.  B.  F.,  communication 
and  remarks  from,  225. 

Canadian  Medical  Association,  263. 

Careless  surgery,  results  of,  219,  220. 

Caruncle,  urethral,  10. 

Catlin,  Dr.  B.  IL,  communication 
from,  42,  227. 

Causation  of  monstrosities  by  duplic- 
ity, 166,  214. 

Cellular  inflammation,  recurrent,  278. 

Cellulitis,  fatal  from  sponge  tents,  12. 

Censors  of  Suffolk  District,  61. 

Cervical  rent,  stitching  of,  368, 

Chronic  inversion,  75. 

Clamp,  new  ovarian,  7,  85. 


Index  to   Vol.  III. 


Cod-liver  oil,  165. 

Comparative   mortality  of   ether,    27, 
173. 

Councillors  of  Mass.  Medical  Society, 
321,  326,  381,  389,  392,  397. 

Cox,  Dr.  C.  C,  communication  from, 
175. 

Criminal  abortion,  119,  268,  374. 

repression  of,  369. 

Current  literature,  64,  334. 

Cutaneous  eruption  at  menstrual  pe- 
riod, 275. 

Cystocele  from  urethral  caruncle,  10. 


Deaths  from  sulphuric  ether,  26,  173. 
DeCamp,  Dr.  W.  H.,  communication 

from,  220. 
Dermoid  ovarian  tumor,  360. 
Diagnosis,  obscured  by  tympany,  366. 
Didama,  Dr.  H.  D.,  remarks  from,  116, 

253. 
Digitalis  in  uterine  hemorrhage,  70. 
Dilatation  of  cervix  uteri,  155. 

OS  uteri,  transverse,  282. 
Dilator,  history  of  Barnes',  155. 

new  uterine,  154. 
Dilators,  improved  metallic,  67. 
Disease,  stimulants  in,  211. 
District  of  Columbia,  National  Medical 

Society  of,  84. 
Douche,  intra-abdominal,  288. 
Dunn,  Rev.  J.  B.,  memorial  sermon 

by,  120. 
Duplicity,   causation  of  monstrosities 

by,  166,  214. 
Dutton,  Dr.  S.  L.,  communications  and 

remarks  from,  67,  75. 
Dysmenorrhoea,  membranous,  233. 


Earth  closets,  270. 
Editorial  duties   and    responsibilities, 
189,  257. 
notes,  47,  106,  189,  253,  314, 
378. 
Editors,  Association  of  Medical,  47. 
Edwards,    Dr.    Tom   O.,    communica- 
tions and  remarks  from,  17,  36,  217. 
Eggs,  twin  conjoined,  11. 
Electrodes,  new,  231. 
Eruption,  cutaneous,  at  menstrual  pe- 
riod, 275. 
Eth-er,  deaths  from,  26,  173. 
Exophthalmic  goitre,  351. 
Exploratory  abdominal  section,  343. 

standard  for,  363. 
Expulsion,  spontaneous,  of  fibrous  tu- 
mor, 342. 
Extirpation  of  kidney,  22. 


Fallopian  fibrous  tumor,  961. 
Fatal  cellulitis  from  sponge  tents,  12. 
Feigned  passage  of  hair  from  bladder, 

213. 
Fibro-cystic  disease  of  uterus,  146. 
Fibrous  tumor.  Fallopian,  361. 

from  haddock,  213. 
spontaneously  ex- 

pelled, 342. 
Field,  Dr.  H.  M.,  communications  and 

remarks   from,  150,   165,    166,    171, 

172,  220,  222,  231,  234,  235,  340,  342, 

360,  36^. 
Fisher,  Dr.  G.  J.,  communication  from, 

167,  214. 
Fissure  of  the  anus,  171. 
Fistula  in  ano,  19,  152,  168. 

vesico-vaginal,  281,  284. 
Forceps,  uterine  dressing,  66. 
Frame,  new  operating,  87. 
Furnace,  new  operating,  87. 


Gaillard,  Dr.  E.  S.,  192. 

Garratt,  Dr.  A.  C,  communication  and 

remarks   from,   181,  228,   230,   231, 

235. 
Gastrotomy,  abdominal,  167. 
Gerould,     Dr.     H.,     communications 

from,  11. 
Gestation,  aberrations  of,  42,  227. 
Goitre,  exophthalmic,  351. 
Goodall,    Dr.  F.  W.,   communication 

from,  76. 
Gynaecological  cases,  recording,  237. 
Society,   its  work,    47, 
236,  330,  353. 
Gynaecology,  advance  of,  253. 

importance  of,  195,  253. 


•Haddock,  fibrous  tumor  from,  213. 

Hair,  feigned  passage  of,  from  bladder, 
213. 

Harvard  College,  61,  109,  114,  261, 
316,  319,  327,  354,  385. 

Health,  Board  of,  report,  332. 

Helonias  dioica  an  aphrodisiac,  18. 

Hemorrhage  after  abortion,  76,  184, 
350. 

Hemorrhoids,  treatment  of,  152. 

History,  statistical  of  Am.  Med.  Asso- 
ciation, 294,  331. 

Horse-shoe  pessary  in  bladder,  36,  83, 
217. 

Hubbard,  Dr.  S.  G.,  remarks  from, 
195. 

Hypertrophy  of  placenta,  71. 


Impalement,    abdomino-vaginal,    175, 

228. 


Index  to    Yol.  IIL 


Inflammation,  recurrent  cellular,  278. 
Insanity,  reflex,  93,  148,  351. 
Instruintiits  exliibited.   G,  7,  8,  19,  (jQ, 

G7.  104,  L>31,  339,  3r)8. 
Intra-alKlominal  douche,  288. 
Intra-uterine  scarilieator,  improved,  6. 
Inversion,  chronic,  75. 
Ipecac  as  an  anti-nauseant,  234. 


Jackson,  Dr.  Charles  T.,  communica- 
tions and  remarks  from,  17,  18,  216. 

James,  Dr.  W.  M.,  communications 
from,  175.  228. 

Jones,  Dr.  G.  S.,  communication  and 
remarks  from,  18. 

Journal.  Boston  Medical  and  Surgical, 
107,  387. 


Kidney,  extirpation  of,  22. 
Kneeland,     Dr.     S.,      communication 
from,  G9. 


Lacing  the  breast,  291. 

Latrinaj,  public.  270. 

Lazarewitch,   Dr.  T.,   communication 

from,  85. 
Lewis,  Dr.  W.,  remarks  from,  171,  221, 

222. 
Library  of  Society,  additions  to,  1,  6, 

G6,  71,  145.  154,  210,  225,  338,  357. 
Lilly,  Dr.  li.  M.,  communication  from, 

282. 
Literature,  current,  64,  334. 
Lyster,    Dr.    H.    F.,    communication 

from,  281,  284. 


Marct,   Dr.   H.    O.,    communication 

from,  18. 
Martin,    Dr.  H.    A.,    communications 

and  remarks  from,  26,  80,  234,  235, 

3GG,  308,  370. 
Massachusetts    Medical    Society,    61, 

116,  2GG,  314,  321,  326,  354,  381,  392. 
Masturbation,  effect  of,  93,  149. 
new  sign  of,  150. 
Mayer,  Dr.  L.,  paper  by,  93,  148. 
Meeting.  Memorial  to  Simpson,  282. 
Meetings  of  the  Society,   1,  5,  65,  70, 

145,    153,   209,   224,  273,  282,  337, 

357. 
Membranous  dysmenorrhoca,  233. 
Memorial  Meeting  to  Simpson,  282. 

sermon  upon  Simpson,  120. 
Mercury,  use  of  acid  nitrate,  233. 
Metrorrhagia  after  abortion,  76,  184. 


Monstrosities   by  duplicity,  causation 

of,  166,  214. 
Mortality  of  sulphuric  ethep,  26,  173. 
Morton,  Dr.  Wm.  T.  G.,  83,  216. 
Mouser,   Dr.   S.   M.,    communication 

from,  274. 


National  Medical  Society  of  D.  C, 

84. 
Norris,  Dr.  A.  L.,  remarks  from,  174. 


Officers  of  Society,  5. 

Oil,  cod-liver,  165. 

Operating  furnace,  new,  87. 

Ordway,    Dr.   J.    P.,    communication 

.    and  remarks  from,  168,  171. 

Os  uteri,  transverse  dilatation  of,  282. 

Ovarian  clamp,  new,  7,  85. 

cyst,,  periodical    rupture  of, 

277. 
dermoid  tumor,  360. 
Ovariotomy,  2,  85. 

causes  of  death  in,  16. 
contributions  to,  85. 


Pacific  Indians,  parturition  in,  274. 
Page,  Dr.  Wm.  H.,  remarks  from,  221, 

222. 
Parks,  Dr.  L.,  52,  106. 
Parturition  in  Pacific  Indians,  274. 
Pathological  specimens,  2,  10,  11,  12, 

68,  71,  146,  148,  225.  342,  360,  361. 
Pedicle,  pocketing  the,  17. 
Perinephritie  abscess,  25. 
Periodical  rupture  of  ovarian  cyst,  277. 
Pessaries,  evil  results  from,  73. 

literature  of  vesical,  36,  217. 
Pessary,  horse-shoe,    in    bladder,  36, 

83,  217. 
Physicians,  criminal  abortion  by,  3J7. 
Pinkham,  Dr.  J.    G.,    communication 

from,  237,  374. 
Placenta,  hypertrophy  of,  71. 

retention  of,  76. 
Pocketing  the  pedicle,  17. 
Polypus,  cervical,  11. 
vaginal,  225. 
Proceedings  of  the  Society,  1,  5,  65,  70, 

145,    153,  209,    224,  273,    282,  337, 

357. 
Prolapse  of  rectum,  153. 


Recording  gynajcological  cases,  237. 
Rectum,  prolapse  of,  153. 
Recurrent  cellular  inflammation,  278. 
Reflex  insanity,  93,  148,  351. 


10 


Index  to    Vol.  III. 


Remedial  substitutes  for  blood-letting, 

220. 
Renal  abscess,  22. 
tumor,  347. 
Rent,  stitching  of  cervical,  368. 
Report  of  Board  of  Health,  332. 
Repression  of  criminal  aboftion,  369. 
Results  of  careless  surgery,  219,  220. 
Retention  of  Placenta,  76. 
Robertson,  Dr.  F.  M.,  communication 

from,  184. 
Rupture,  periodical,  of  ovarian   cyst, 

277. 

ScAKiricATOR,  improved  intra-uterine, 

6. 
Sea-tangle  tent,  improved,  858. 
Section,  exploratory  abdominal,  343. 

standard  for,  363. 
Self-abuse,  effect  of,  93,  149. 
new  sign  of,  150. 
Septicaemia,  intra-abdominal  douche  in, 

288. 
Sermon,  memorial,  upon  Simpson,  120. 
Simpson,  memorial  meeting  to,  282. 
sermon  upon,  120. 
Sir   James   Y.,  communica- 
tion from,  50,  273. 
Society,  Gynaecological,  additions  to  li- 
brary of,  1,  6,  66,  71,  145, 
154,  210,  225,  338,  357. 
its  work,  47,  353,  383. 
officers  of,  5. 

proceedings  of,  1,  5,  65,  70, 
145,  153,  209,  224,  273,  282, 
337,  357. 
Massachusetts  Medical,  61, 
116,  266,  314,  321,326,  354, 
381,  392. 
Spear,  Dr.  D.  D.,  communication  from, 

228. 
Specimens,  pathological,  2,  10,  11,  12, 

68,  71,  146,  148,  225. 
Sponge  tents,  fatal  cellulitis  from,  12. 
Spontaneous  expulsion  of  fibrous  tu- 
mor, 342. 
Standard  for  exploratory  section,  363. 
Statistical  history  of  American  Medical 

Association,  294,  331. 
Stimulants,  use  of,  in  disease,  211. 
Storer,  Dr.  H.  R.,  communications  and 
remarks  from,  2,  6,  7,  10,  12, 
14,  19,  24,  66,  67,  73,  75,  82, 
83,  99,  147, 149,  155,  165,  167, 
172,  174,  211,  213,  214,  218, 
219,  222,  223,  227,  230,  291, 
341,  343,  347,  351,  358,  362, 
363,  369. 
Substitutes,  remedial,  for  blood-letting, 
220. 


Sullivan,  Dr.  J.  L.,  communications 
and  remarks  from,  70,  80, 
81,  166,  169,  214,  233,  234, 
341,350,361,363,364,366, 
373. 

Sulphuric  ether,  deaths  from,  26,  173. 

Supporter,  improved  abdominal,  8. 

Surgery,  results  of  careless,  219,  220. 

Suture,  new  method  of,  87. 

Syme,  Prof.  James,  208. 


Tent,  improved  sea-tangle,  358. 

Thanksgiving,  378. 

Thompson,  Dr.  J.  W.,  communication 

from,  288. 
Toner,     Dr.    J.    M.,    communication 

from,  294. 
Transverse  dilatation  of  os  uteri,  282. 
Treatment  of  anal  fissure,  171. 

chronic  inversion,  75. 
fistula  in  ano,    19,   152, 

168. 
hemorrhoids,  152. 
vaginismus,  73. 
Tumor,  dermoid  ovarian,  360. 
fibrous,  342. 

Fallopian,  361. 
from  haddock,  213. 
renal,  347. 
Turney,    Dr.    S.    D.,   communication 

from,  280. 
Twin  eggs  conjoined,  11. 
Tympany,  as  obscuring  diagnosis,  366. 


Urethral  caruncle,  10. 
Uterine  dilator,  new,  154. 

dressing  forceps,  66. 

injections,  68. 
Uterus,  absence  of,  181,  230. 

fibro-cystic  disease  of,  146. 


Vaginal  anomaly,  228. 

atresia,  219,  220,  248. 

polypus,  225. 
Vaginismus,  treatment  of,  73. 
Vesical  pessaries,  literature  of,  36,  217. 
Vesico- vaginal  fistula,  281,  284. 
Vomiting  of  anaesthesia,  280. 
Voss,  Prof.,  communication  from,  22. 

Warner,  Dr.  L.  F.,  remarks  from,  66, 
68,  70,  81,  151,  152,  165,  170,  172, 
220,  221,  222,  233,234,235,274,  281, 
340,  350,  351,  360,  363,  367,  372. 

Warren,  Dr.  J.  H.,  communications 
and  remarks  from,  9,  81,  82,  150, 
151,  152,  173. 

11 


Index  to    Vol,  III. 


Wells,  Dr.  Ilornce,  55,  281,  354. 

Weston,  Dr.  E.  IL,  remarks  from,  70, 
71,  80,  148,  151,  IGG. 

Wheeler,  Dr.  William  G.,  communica- 
tions and  remarks  from,  IG,  219, 3G0, 
367,  3G8. 


Whelpley,  Dr.  James  D.,  communica- 
tions and  remarks  from,  IG,  18. 

Whittier,  Dr.  E.  N.,  remarks  from, 
370. 

Willson,  Dr.  R.,  communication  from, 
275. 

Work  of  the  Society,  47,  353,  383. 


12 


THE  JOURNAL 


OF  THE 


gynj:cological  society  of  boston. 

Vol.  III.]  JULY,  1870.  [No.  1. 

PROCEEDINGS    OF    THE    SOCIETY. 

[Reported  by  Horatuy  E.  Storer,  Secretary.] 

ANNUAL  (TWENTY-FIFTH  REGULAR)  MEETING,  JANUARY  4,  1870. 

The  annual  meeting  of  the  Society,  it  being  the  twen- 
ty-fifth regular  meeting,  was  held  on  January  4th,  1870, 
at  4  p.  M.,  at  St.  Francis'  Hospital,  Somerville,  by  invita- 
tion of  the  Sister  Superior;  the  President  in  the  chair. 
Present,  Drs.  Lewis,  Warner,  Dutton,  Bixby,  Warren, 
Perkins,  Campbell,  and  H.  R.  Storer ;  and,  by  invitation, 
quite  a  number  of  medical  gentlemen  of  Boston  and 
vicinity. 

The  records  of  the  last  meeting  were  read  and 
accepted. 

The  Secretary  read  letters,  in  acknowledgment  of 
their  election  as  Corresponding  Members  of  the  Society, 
from  Prof.  Scipione  Giordano,  of  Turin,  Italy,  and  Drs. 
D,  G.  Brinton  and  Geo.  H.  ^N^apheys,  of  Philadelphia, 
and  T.  A.  Reamy,  of  Zanesville,  Ohio.  He  also  exhibited 
the  photograph  of  Prof.  Giordano,  and  announced  the 
d"onation  to  the  library  of  the  following  works  by  that 
gentleman,  to  wit :  Monographs  upon  the  Use  of  Assa- 

Entered,  according  to  act  of  Congress,  in  the  year  1870,  by  Horatio  R.  Storer,  in  the 
Clerk's  OflSice  of  the  District  Court  for  the  District  of  Massachusetts. 
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foetida  in  Pregnancy;  Pelvic  Malformations  in  their 
Krlations  to  Obstetrics  and  Matrimony;  Mother  or 
Child?  AVhicli  to  be  Sacrificed  in  Difficult  Labor; 
Puerperal  Fever;  Eclampsia  and  Acute  QEdema;  Vom- 
iting of  Pregnancy;  Yesico-vaginal  Fistula;  and  Sul- 
pluu-  in  Cholera;  a  Pocket  Breviary  for  Emergencies; 
and  the  Aiuiouncement  of  the  Obstetric  Clinic  at  Turin. 
An  ovarian  tumor,  weighing  with  its  contents  twenty- 
four  })ounds,  was  exhibited,  removed  six  days  before 
from  a  patient  in  the  hospital,  by  Dr.  Storer.  The  pa- 
tient herself  was  subsequently  shown  to  quite  a  number 
of  the  gentlemen  present,  and  the  method  by  which  the 
pedicle  had  been  secured  thus  demonstrated  upon  the 
living  subject.     The  report  of  the  case  is  as  follows:  — 

OVARIOTOMY,  WITH  MODIFICATIOX  IN  APPLYING  EXTER- 
NAL CLAJVIP. 

Miss  T.,  aged  thirty-eight,  residing  in  Maine,  a  tailor- 
ess  by  trade,  consulted  Dr.  H.  R.  Storer  Dec.  24:th,  1869, 
for  a  large  tumor  of  the  abdomen.  The  patient  first 
menstruated  at  twelve,  and  was  very  regular  ever  after. 
She  had  done  the  most  of  her  sewing  for  the  past  ten 
years  with  a  machine,  which  she  worked  with  the  left 
foot.  Three  years  since,  she  fell  very  heavily  upon  the 
ice,  from  which  she  was  not  able  to  rise,  and  was  com- 
pelled to  keep  her  bed.  Some  two  or  three  wrecks 
after  the  occurrence  of  this  accident,  she  discovered  a 
swelling  in  the  left  hypochondrium,  the  size  of  a  fist,  and 
very  tender  upon  pressure.  In  July,  1869,  she  con- 
sulted Drs.  Hill,  of  xVugusta,  and  Small,  of  Gardiner, 
Me.,  who  pronounced  the  tumor  ovarian. 

Dv.  Storer,  having  examined  the  case,  agreed  fully 
with  the  diagnosis  of  the  above-mentioned  gentlemen, 
and  advised  an  early  operation.  The  patient  was  ac- 
cordingly sent  to  St.  Francis'  Hospital,  at  Somerville, 
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to    receive    the    usual   treatment    preparatory  to   the 
operation. 

On  Dec.  29th,  —  there  being  present  Drs.  Winslow 
Lewis,  President  of  the  Society;  Mack,  of  St.  Catha- 
rine's, Ontario;  Marsters,  of  Somerville ;  "Weston,  of  E. 
Cambridge;  Warner  and  Bixby, —  the  operation  was  per- 
formed, chloroform  being  administered  rather  than  ether. 
After  an  exploratory  incision  had  been  made,  the  sound 
was  swept  around  the  tumor  within  the  abdomen,  and  con- 
firmed the  diagnosis,  namely,  a  multilocular  cyst  of  the 
left  ovary,  without  adhesions.   Tlie  cyst  was  now  evacu- 
ated of  some  sixteen  pounds  of  dark-colored,  ropy  serum. 
The  tumor  was  carefully  raised  from  within  the  abdo- 
men, and  the  pedicle,  which  was  short  and  quite  broad, 
was   compressed  laterally   sufficiently   to   be   received 
w^ithin  the  grasp  of  the  clamp-shield,  and  the  tumor  cut 
off.     A  somewhat  peculiar  external  clamp  was  adjusted 
above  the  other,  and  the  first  slackened  up  and  removed. 
The  wound  was  now  brought  together  by  thirteen  deep 
sutures,  which  included  the  peritoneum,  confining  the 
pedicle  to  the  inferior  corner  of  the  wound.    By  the  ad- 
vice of  Dr.  Mack,  a  series  of  broad  adhesive  straps,  after 
the  plan  of  Prof.  White,  of  Buffalo,  were  passed  entirely 
around  the  abdomen,  meeting  and  overlapping  in  front. 
These  extended  from  the  diaphragm  to  the  pubes,  seal- 
ing completely  the  surface  of  the  abdomen.    The  patient 
very  soon  rallied  from  the  anaesthesia,  and  complained 
somewhat  of  pain  in  the  left  side,  with  some  disposition 
to  vomit.     She  spoke  incessantly  of  a  heavy  load  at  the 
pit  of  the  stomach,  which  was  temporarily  relieved  by 
vomiting.    An  hour  subsequent  to  the  operation  brandy 
and  water  was  administered,  but  was  not  retained,  and 
later  ice  pills  were  ordered,  with  mustard  to  the  epigas- 
trium.    She  still  complained,  however,  and  vomited  at 
intervals.     Upon  due  consideration  it  was  deemed  ad- 
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visable  to  give  nounshmeiit  entirely  by  the  rectum,  and 
al>soluloly  nothing  by  the  mouth.  Tlie  injections  con- 
sisted of  beef  extract  3  ii  every  hour.  Two  doses  of 
the  oxalate  of  cerium,  one  grain  each,  were  given  dur- 
ing the  second  niglit,  a  small  plaster  of  the  extract 
of  Ix'lladonna  was  ai)plied  to  the  epigastrium,  and  on 
account  of  a  peculiarly  nervous  condition  of  the  patient 
5SS  of  extract  of  valerian  was  added  to  four  of  the 
injections.  Later,  the  Sister  Superior  of  the  hospital, 
who  was  sitting  up  with  the  patient,  applied  to  the  epi- 
gastrium a  large  poultice  of  linseed  meal.  The  next 
morning  the  nausea  had  entirely  ceased,  and  the  patient 
was  able  to  take  and  retain  milk  porridge  and  cold 
water.  The  most  benefit,  apparently,  was  owing  to  the 
poultice,  and  the  entire  abstinence  from  all  ingestion 
by  the  stomach.  The  valerian,  as  Dr.  Mack  remarked, 
"did  no  harm." 

Up  to  this  time  the  urine  had  been  high-colored  and 
scanty,  say  two  ounces  once  in  four  hours.  The  patient 
stated  that  she  voided,  habitually  but  little  water. 
From  this  moment  the  dreaded  symptom  of  nausea  hav- 
ing ceased,  everything  went  on  most  satisfactorily,  the 
patient's  appetite  remaining  good,  and  her  sleep  quiet 
and  refreshing.  (Upon  the  sixth  day  the  clamj)  fell  off 
while  the  attendant  was  washing  the  parts,  leaving  be- 
hind a  deep,  suppurating  cavity  the  size  of  a  twenty-iive- 
cent  piece.  Upon  the  twelfth  day  the  patient  was 
ordered  a  dose  of  castor-oil,  which  acted  without  the 
least  inconvenience.  On  the  tenth  day  the  patient  had 
been  removed  from  the  "  Crosby  bed  "  and  placed  upon 
an  ordinary  one.  She  was  from  this  time  allowed  to  void 
her  urine  herself.  The  stitches  were  removed  on  this 
same  day,  with  the  exception  of  some  of  the  lower  ones 
nearest  the  pedicle. 

Jan.  Ittth.  —  The  patient  is  now  progressing  without 
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a  single  bad  symptom,  and  will  soon  be  able  to  return 
to  her  home.) 

The  Annual  Address  was  then  delivered  by  the  retir- 
ing President,  Dr.  Winslow  Lewis.  It  was  devoted  to 
a  consideration  of  the  claims  of  the  diseases  of  women 
upon  every  thoughtful  physician,  and  elicited  many 
expressions  of  applause  from  those  present. 

[Dr.  Lewis'  address  was  published  in  the  Journal  of  the  Society  for  Febru- 
ary, 1870.] 

A  ballot  was  then  taken  for  the  officers  of  the  ensuing 
year,  and  resulted  in  the  election  of  the  old  Board,  with 
the  exception  that  Dr.  J.  H.  Warren  was  chosen  to  the 
Committee  upon  Membership  in  place  of  Dr.  William 
G.  Wheeler,  removed  to  Albany,  I^.  Y. 

The  officers  of  the  year  1870-71  are  therefore  as  fol- 
lows :  — 

President^  —  Dr.  Winslow  Lewis. 

Secretary^  —  Dr.  Horatio  R.  Storer. 

Treasurer^  —  Dr.  George  H.  Bixby. 

Committee  upon  Memherskip^  —  Drs.  Levi  F.  Warner, 
Samuel  L.  Dutton,  and  Joseph  H.  Warren. 

There  being  no  other  business  before  the  meeting, 
the  gentlemen  present  were  invited  by  the  Sister  Supe- 
rior to  inspect  the  wards  of  the  hospital,  and  expressed 
themselves  much  pleased  with  the  neatness,  order,  and 
comfort  everywhere  to  be  seen. 

Adjourned. 


TWENTY-SIXTH  KEGULAR  MEETING,  JAN.  18,  1870. 

♦  The  twenty-sixth  regular  meeting  of  the  Society 
was  held  on  the  evening  of  Jan.  18th,  1870,  at  Hotel 
Pelham,  the  President  in  the  chair.  Present,  Drs.  Lewis, 
Bixby,  Field,  Warren,  Blake,  and  H.  K.   Storer,  Dr. 


6  Proceedings  of  the  Society.  [J^^b"? 

Win.  G.  Wheeler,  of  Albany,  N.  Y.,  Ilonoraiy  Member, 
and,  by  invitation,  Drs.  C.  T.  Jackson,  G.  S.  Jones,  J. 
U.  Wlielpley,  and  Carl  Both,  of  Boston. 

The  records  of  the  last  meeting  were  read  and 
accepted. 

The  Secretary  read  letters  in  acceptance  of  Corre- 
sponding ^Membership  from  Drs.  C.  D.  Palmer,  of  Cin- 
cinnati, Ohio,  and  G.  Moehring,  of  Philadelphia. 

A  large  engraving  of  the  late  Dr.  J.  W.  Francis,  of 
Kew  York,  added  to  the  Society's  collection,  was  ex- 
hibited, and  the  following  accessions  to  the  library 
announced:  Dr.  Isaac  E.  Taylor's  monograph  upon 
Procidentia  Uteri,  from  its  author,  and  copies  of  the 
^^  Detroit  Review  of  Medicine  and  Pharmacy,"  and  of 
the  "Leavenworth  Medical  Herald,"  for  December,  1869, 
from  Drs.  E.  W.  Jenks,  of  Detroit,  Michigan,  and  Tom 
O.  Edwards,  of  Lancaster,  Ohio,  severally  containing 
descriptions  of  operations  for  ovariotomy  by  these  gen- 
tlemen, in  which  Dr.  Storer's  method  of  "  pocketing  the 
pedicle  "  was  resorted  to  with  success. 

Dr.  Storer  exhibited,  in  behalf  of  Messrs.  Codman  & 
Shurtlefi*,  their 

IMPROVED   INTRA-UTERESTE    SCARIFICATOR, 

and  pointed  out  its  distinctive  characteristics.  They 
are  as  follows :  — 

An  extra  tip.  A,  having  at  its  end  a  slot,  through 
which  the  end  of  the  blade  can  be  projected,  thus  mak- 
ing a  spear-pointed  scarificator;  the  milled  button,  B, 
at  the  end  of  the  handle,  graduating  both  the  length  of 
the  spear-point  and  the  depth  of  the  cut,  when  used  on 
the  cutting  edge,  C.  The  removal  of  the  milled  button, 
B,  the  thuml)-screvv,  D,  and  the  tip,  E,  enables  the  bhide 
and  staff  to  be  drawn  out  of  the  canula  from  the  hlade 
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end,  when  it  is  necessary  to  clean  the  instrument.  The 
handle,  G,  can  also  be  unscrewed,  leaving  the  canula 
entirely  free  for  the  passage  through  of  the  wire,  H, 
with  screw  end,  upon  which  can  be  fastened  a  wad  of 
lint  or  cotton,  to  be  used  as  a  swab. 


CODMAN   ti   SHUKTLEFF, 

BOSTON. 


Dr.  Storer  also  called  attention  to  the 

l^EW  rORM   OF   OVARIAN   CLAMP, 

of  his  own  device,  which  he  had  successfully  employed 
in  the  case  of  ovariotomy  rejDorted  at  the  last  meeting. 
The    patient   had   convalesced   without   a   single   bad 


symptom.  It  would  be  perceived  that  by  the  com- 
pressing forceps  the  clamp  was  at  once  brought  to  its 
bearing  and  fastened  in  place  by  a  loop  of  wire,  after 
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^vl^ch  the  forceps  could  be  readily  disjointed  and  with- 
drawn.* 

Dr.  Jiixbv  exhibited  an 

IMPROVED   ABDOMINAL    SUPPORTER, 

or  belly-band,  which  was  free  from  the  usual  objectiona- 
ble features.  He  would  suggest  that,  instead  of  the 
perineal  strap  ordinarily  employed,  it  would  be  well  to 
attach  the  band  by  tapes  to  the  garters,  or,  still  better, 
perhaps,  to  the  tops  of  the  stockings,  so  that  these  might 
be  kept  up,  while  the  supporter  was  kept  down,  m  the 
proper  place. 

Dr.  Blake  thought  this  a  most  excellent  suggestion. 
The  evils  of  a  tight  garter,  in  impeding  the  return  of 
venous  blood  from  the  extremities  and  predisposing  to 
varix,  were  well  known.  Great  good  would  be  accom- 
plished if  they  could  be  thus  avoided. 

Dr.  Bixby  called  attention,  as  he  had  done  at  a  pre- 
vious meeting,  to  the  following  passages  in  Velpeau's 
^^  Clinical  Lectures,"  f  showing  how  completely  that 
great  surgeon  had  appreciated  the  theory  upon  which 
all  attempts  at  furnishing  artificial  support  for  the 
abdomen  should  be  based :  — 

"  Hence  all  our  females  have  been  treated  only  with 
emollients,  sometimes  astringents,  and,  above  all,  by  the 
use  of  hypogastric  belts.  The  latter  have  gained  much 
by  the  different  discussions  to  which  I  have  referred. 
Vaunted  by  me  since  1829,  they  have  become 'popular 
little  by  little,  and  are  firmly  established  in  practice. 
Nevertheless,  these  belts  do  not  act  in  the  manner  that 
many  among  you  think,  and  even  many  practitioners 
have  no  exact  idea  of  their  mode  of  action. 

•  A  description  of  Dr.  Storer's  compressing  forceps  was  published  in  this  Journal  for 
October,  18C9,  p.  213. 

t  Surgical  Clinic  of  La  Charite.  Translated  bj  W.  C.  B.  Fifield.  Boston:  Jamea 
Campbell,  18C6. 
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"This  is  in  what  it  consists.  Imagine  a  skeleton 
standing  erect,  and  you  will  see  that  the  plane  of  the 
superior  strait  of  the  pelvis  is  strongly  inclined  forwards, 
so  that  the  centre  of  gravity  of  the  body  is  at  the  pubis. 
Fill  up  in  your  imagination  this  osseous  box  with  the 
abdominal  viscera,  and  you  will  see  that  all  their  weight 
falls  in  part  upon  the  womb.  The  belt  has  for  its  object 
exactly  this  effort,  —  if  not  to  annihilate,  at  least  to  mod- 
erate, this  weight.  It  acts  like  the  hands  of  an  individ- 
ual who,  having  a  wound  in  the  lower  part  of  the  belly, 
seeks  to  hold  up  the  intestines  which  would  escape 
from  it." 

Dr.  Storer  referred  to  the  very  interesting  paper  by 
Dr.  Protheroe  Smith,  of  London,  upon  the  "  Pelvic 
Band  as  an  Aid  to  Parturition  and  the  Treatment  of 
Uterine  Displacements,"  communicated  to  the  Society 
at  its  meeting  of  Sept.  7th,  1869,*  and  to  the  discussion 
ensuing  thereon  with  regard  to  the  indications,  benefits, 
and  disadvantages  of  abdominal  supporters.  He  also 
exhibited  to  the  Society  the  beautifully  executed  and 
instructive  outline  of  the  female  skeleton,  as  clothed 
upon  by  nature,  given  by  Prof.  Schultze,  of  Jena,  in  his 
work  on  Obstetrics,  and  demonstrated  the  relations  of 
the  abdominal  to  the  pelvic  viscera,  as  affected  by  the 
angle  of  the  vertebral  and  pelvic  planes. 

Dr.  Warren  exhibited  a  breast  affected  by  malignant 
disease,  which  he  had  removed  by  Dr.  Storer's  operation 
of  "lacing,"  described  at  a  late  meeting  of  the  Society 
(the  twenty-first)  .f  He  had  secured  an  effect  which  it 
might  have  been  impossible  for  him  to  have  attained  by 
any  other  method,  namely,  a  narrow  linear  cicatrix.  It 
would  be  recollected  that  Dr.  Storer  was  inclined  to  lay 

♦  The  paper  above  referred  to  was  published  in  the  Journal  of  the  Society  for  Novem- 
ber, 1869. 

t  This  Journal  for  May,  1870,  p.  266. 
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stress  upon  this  result,  as  rendering  the  patient  less  lia- 
ble to  a  return  of  the  disease,  which  he  thought- invited 
by  the  old  method  of  procedure  where  a  much  larger 
proportion  of  cicatricial  and  devitalized  tissue  was  al- 
most inevitable. 

Dr.  Bhike  said  that  the  operation  referred  to  was  new 
to  him.  It  certainly  had  not  been  performed  at  the  City 
Hospital,  to  which  he  was  attached  as  one  of  the  physi- 
cians. As  he  had  become  a  member  of  the  Society  since 
it  was  communicated  by  Dr.  Storer,  he  would  ask  for  a 
brief  re-description. 

The  salient  features  of  the  operation,  the  deep,  quilled 
sutures  through  the  i^ectoralis,  and  the  lacing  process 
by  which  the  interrupted,  closely  set,  superficial  w^ire 
sutures  were  made  to  close  even  almost  the  widest  mam- 
mary gaj),  were  demonstrated  upon  the  blackboard  by 
Dr.  Storer,  and  the  explanation  given  to  Dr.  Blake's 
question  why  the  sutures  did  not  cut  out. 

Dr.  Storer  exhibited  a  large 

UEETIIRAL    OARUXCLE   CAUSING   CYSTOCELE, 

w^hich  he  had  removed  since  the  last  meeting,  and  re- 
ported the  case. 

Mrs. ,  of  Somerville,  past  middle  age,  had  been 

treated  for  several  years  by  more  than  one  physician 
for  polypus  uteri,  and  had  had  what  had  been  termed 
an  urethral  polypus  removed.  Upon  consulting  Dr. 
vStorer,  he  had  found  the  uterus  almost  perfectly  in  its 
phice,  but  the  ])ladder  displaced  downwards  to  such  an 
extent  as  to  cause  the  anterior  vaginal  wall  to  pouch 
from  the  vulva.  Projecting  from  the  meatus  was  a  very 
vascular  outgrowth,  the  size  of  a  small  cherry,  the  irri- 
tation of  which,  continued  for  a  long  period,  had  tended 
to  excite  spasmodic  expulsive  ellbrts  of  the  bladder, 


1870.]  Proceedings  of  the  Society*  11 

while  the  pain  at  micturition  caused  this  to  take  place 
too  seldom,  and  therefore  the  vesico-vaginal  wall  was 
weakened  by  over-distention.  Together,  these  causes 
were  sufficient  to  produce  the  cystocele. 

With  the  assistance  of  Dr.  Warner,  the  caruncle  was 
excised,  its  base  touched  with  strong  nitric  acid,  and  the 
bleeding  checked  by  the  dry  persulphate  of  iron.  The 
case  had  progressed  favorably. 

It  was  useless.  Dr.  Storer  remarked,  to  attempt  the 
cure  of  this  affection,  as  so  many  still  did,  by  the  nitrate 
of  silver,  simple  excision,  or  the  two  combined.  The 
disease  was  almost  certain  to  return  under  these  circum- 
stances. He  was  consulted  by  Dr.  GifFord,  of  Stough- 
ton,  within  a  very  few  weeks,  concerning  a  case  where 
another  physician  had  operated  some  twenty  times  or 
more  in  this  manner,  with  a  constant  return  of  the  dis- 
ease. It  was  his  own  custom  to  follow  excision  by  the 
actual  cautery,  although  he  sometimes,  as  in  the  case 
now  reported,  had  recourse  to  the  strong  nitric  acid. 

Dr.  Storer  exhibited  a  cervical  polypus,  removed  within 
a  day  or  two  from  a  lady  at  Dorchester,  remarkable  for 
the  very  unusual  length  of  the  pedicle. 

The  patient,  unmarried,  and  of  middle  age,  had  for 
several  years  been  subject  to  an  almost  constant  metror- 
rhagia, from  which  her  general  health  had  become  much 
enfeebled.  She  had  been  treated  by  a  physician  for  so- 
called  ulceration.  A  digital  examination,  however,  re- 
vealed a  polypus  hanging  in  the  vagina  from  within  the 
cervix,  but  attached  very  high  up.  It  was  removed, 
with  the  pedicle,  by  torsion. 

Dr.  Storer  presented,  in  behalf  of  Dr.  Gerould,  of 
Massillon,  Ohio,  a  drawing  of 

TWIN^  EGGS  VERY  PECULIARLY  ATTACHED  TOGETHER. 

There  were  two  membranes,  without  shells,  the  one 


12  Proceedings  of  the  Society,  [ Ji^lj? 

containing  albumen,  the  other  the  yolk  complete.    They 
were  connected  b}^  a  pseudo-umbilical  cord  of  uniform 


size,  in  color  the  same  as  the  membrane  enclosing  the 
albumen.  The  latter  one  was  spherical;  that  containing 
the  yolk  was  pear-shaped.  In  size  they  corresponded 
very  exactly  with  that  of  the  wood  cut. 

Dr.  Storer  also  exhibited  an  unusually  interesting  and 
instructive  specimen,  namely,  the  uterus  and  appendages 
from  a  case  of 

FATAL  CELLULITIS  FROM  TIIE  CARELESS  USE  OF  SPONGE 

TENTS. 

The  patient,  unmarried,  and  some  twenty-eight  years 
of  age,  had  consulted  Dr.  S.  for  metrorrhagia.  He 
diagnosticated  intra-uterine  polypus,  the  os  uteri  being 
closed,  and  directed  the  physician  who  had  her  in  charge 
to  open  the  uterus  by  sponge  tents.  Dr.  Storer  did  not 
see  the  patient  again  till  after  her  death.  He  then 
learned  tliat  a  portion  of  the  first  tent  had  been  broken 
oft*  during  its  extraction,  and  that  fruitless  attempts  were 
made  for  its  removal  for  nearly  five  days,  during  which 
time  a  succession  of  other  tents  were  employed  to  facili- 
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tate  it.  Subsequently  the  patient  had  suffered  some- 
what for  nearly  a  fortnight,  towards  the  close  of  which 
there  were  occasional  rigors,  when,  upon  going  from 
the  bed  to  the  water-closet,  there  suddenly  occurred 
pelvic  pains,  with  symptoms  of  shock,  followed  by 
death  within  twenty-four  hours.  The  physician  in 
charge  considered  the  case  one  of  peritonitis.  Doubt- 
ing the  diagnosis,  the  symptoms  having  been  detailed 
to  him,  Dr.  Storer  had  called  for  an  autopsy,  which  was 
made  by  Dr.  Bixby. 

Upon  laying  open  the  abdominal  parietes,  the  cavity 
was  found  filled  with  pus,  there  being  little  trace  of 
peritoneal  inflammation.  To  the  right  of  the  uterus,  in 
the  iliac  fossa  and  outside  the  peritoneum,  connected 
however  with  its  cavity  by  an  obvious  rent,  there  was  a 
large  sac,  also  filled  with  pus.  This  was  distinctly  per- 
ceptible, with  fluctuation,  by  the  vaginal  touch.  The 
uterus,  which  was  enlarged  and  sharply  anteflexed,  was 
removed  with  its  appendages,  and  laid  open  from  be- 
hind. It  presented,  as  had  been  diagnosticated  and  was 
now  demonstrated  to  the  Society,  a  small  pediculated 
polypus  attached  to  the  fundus  uteri,  with  another  tu- 
mor, the  size  of  a  large  bean,  projecting  from  the  anterior 
wall  at  about  an  inch  below  the  first.  There  remained 
no  fragment  of  sponge  within  the  uterus,  but  the  disor- 
ganized condition  of  a  portion  of  its  canal  showed  but 
too  plainly  the  source  whence  the  fatal  inflammation 
and  suppuration  had  proceeded. 

There  were  one  or  two  points  in  the  history  of  the 
case,  continued  Dr.  Storer,  that  were  sadly  instructive. 
The  attendant,  though  a  gentleman  of  much  experience, 
had  erred  in  permitting  the  fragment  of  sponge  to  remain 
for  four  or  five  days  within  the  uterine  cavity.  When 
he  found  that  he  could  not  remove  it  himself,  he  should 
have  sought  assistance.   He  should,  by  a  vaginal  exami- 
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nation,  have  detected  the  fluctuation  and  evacuated  the 
pus  by  an  opei-ation;  the  occurrence  of  rigors  should 
have  led  him  to  suspect  it,  just  as  the  accident  itself 
should  have  caused  him  to  expect  it,  and  when  the  fatal 
ru])ture  of  the  sac  and  discharge  of  its  contents  into  the 
abdominal  cavity  took  place,  the  true  character  of  the 
case  should  have  been  made  out,  and  the  last  chance 
for  recovery  have  been  afforded. 

Dr.  Blake  had  been  much  interested  in  the  case  re- 
ported, the  more  so  as  he  was  able  to  offset  it  by  an- 
other of  similar  character,  but  attended  with  a  very 
different  result,  the  patient  having  been  operated  upon 
at  his  request  by  Dr.  Storer,  with  recovery. 

[Dr.  Blake's  case  was  published  in  full  in  this  Journal  for  March,  1870.] 

Dr.  Blake  having  referred  to  the  fact  that  his  patient 
had  been  previously  attended  by  several  gentlemen  of 
standing  for  many  months,  without  the  true  character 
of  the  disease  having  been  appreciated,  Dr.  Both  called 
for  their  names.  He  thought  that  it  Avas  high  time  that 
such  ignorance  should  be  exposed. 

Dr.  Storer,  on  the  other  hand,  trusted  that  the  request 
would  not  be  acceded  to.  He  had  himself  suffered  as 
much  as  Dr.  Both  had  done,  for  many  years,  from  the 
arrogance  of  ignorant  men  in  high  professional  posi- 
tions, and  Dr.  B.  could  now  well  afford  to  see  in  silence 
these  persons  gradually  but  surely  finding  their  true 
level  in  the  estimation  of  the  puljlic.  It  was  impossible 
for  the  community  much  linger  to  tolerate  such  gross 
instances  of  malpractice  from  ignorance  or  wilful  neg- 
lect. 

Dr.  Storer  called  to  the  remembrance  of  the  Society 
a  case  of  pelvic  abscess  that  he  had  attended  a  year  or 
two  since  in  consultation  with  Dr.  Marcy,^of  Cambridge- 
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port,  and  reported  by  that  gentleman.'^  The  patient, 
livmg  at  Brighton,  had  presented  a  large,  somewhat 
elastic,  non-movable  tumor  in  the  left  iliac  region,  the 
nature  of  which  was  not  evident.  Very  obscure  fluctua- 
tion was  found  in  Douglas'  fossa,  high  behind  the  ute- 
rus. The  exploring  trocar  was  pushed  \x\y  cautiously  in 
this  direction  for  nearly  its  full  length  before  pus  was 
reached.  A  sound  was  then  found  to  pass  behind  the 
uterus,  upward  and  to  the  left,  until  it  entered  the  doubt- 
ful tumor  at  the  side  of  the  abdomen.  This  also  w^as 
discharged  through  the  same  opening,  and  washed  out 
with  warm  soap-water  by  the  double  catheter.  Under 
a  continuance  of  such  cleansings  the  whole  extent  of  the 
hour-glass  shaped  cavity  was  finally  closed,  with  perfect 
recoveiy  of  the  patient. 

Dr.  Storer  reported  that  the  patient  exhibited  to  the 
Society  at  the  annual  meeting,  after  ovariotomy  at  St. 
Francis'  Hospital,  was  now  convalescent.  It  would  be 
recollected  that  one  of  his  own  forms  of  external  clamp 
had  been  here  employed,  and  that  the  patient  had  been 
swathed  with  broad  strips  of  adhesive  plaster,  after  the 
plan  of  Prof.  White,  of  Buffalo,  at  the  suggestion  of 
Dr.  Mack,  of  St.  Catharine's,  who  was  present  at  the 
operation,  and  Dr.  S.  considered  it  a  most  excellent  ad- 
dition to  the  usual  after-treatment. 

Dr.  Storer  referred  to  the  proposal  lately  made  by 
Prof.  Miner,  of  Buffalo^  to  remove  ovarian  cysts  by  a 
so-called  process  of  enucleation,  or  tearing  the  cyst  from 
its  attachment  to  the  ovary  and  connecting  ligaments, 
and  stated  that  he  had  attempted  to  perform  the  opera- 
tion by  this  method  in  two  instances,  but  had  not  suc- 
ceeded, perhaps  because  he  had  not  dared  to  use  suffi- 
cient force.  He  read  a  letter  from  Prof.  Minei^,  dated 
Jan.  15th,  detailing  three  cases  in  addition  to  the  one 

*  Boston  Medioal  and  Surgical  Journal>  July,.  1&68,  p.  391. 
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piil)lished  in  a  late  number  of  the  "Buffalo  Medical  and 
Sui-gical  Journal/'  In  that  one,  though  the  operation 
had  been  .successful,  the  patient  had  died.  In  these,  on 
the  contrary,  recovery  had  taken  place.  Two  of  the 
operations  had  been  performed  by  Prof.  Miner,  and  the 
third  by  Prof  White,  of  Buffalo. 

Dr.  13hike  expressed  much  astonishment  that  so  large 
vessels  as  are  often  pi*esent  could  be  controlled  and 
dropped  back  into  the  abdomen  without  the  use  of  liga- 
tures, and  questioned  the  safety  of  the  procedure. 

Dr.  AVheeler  did  not  believe  the  cyst  could  be  thus 
detached  from  its  attachments  in  the  majority  of  cases. 
In  some  it  might  be  possible,  but  not  in  all. 

The  Secretary  read  a  letter  from  Dr.  J.  D.  Whelpley, 
of  Boston,  of  much  interest  to  ovariotomists,  with  ref- 
erence alike  to  prophylaxis  and  treatment. 

Dr.  W.  suggests  that  the  cause  of  death  in  certain 
of  the  cases  of  so-called  exhaustion,  or  shock,  may  be 
owing  to  an  attempt  at  a  general  metastasis,  or  trans- 
ference of  the  tendency  towards  morbid  deposit,  exist- 
ing previous  to  the  removal  of  the  ovary,  and  argues 
that,  if  this  be  true,  success  is  most  to  be  expected  in 
those  cases  where  the  tumor  has  been  of  slow  growth 
and  the  secernents  are  therefore  in  least  activity. 

lie  also  lays  stress  upon  the  advantage  of  stimulating 
the  excretory  system  for  some  weeks  previous  to  the 
operation,  as  well  as  during  the  after-treatment. 

In  these  respects.  Dr.  Storer  considered  Dr.  Whelp- 
ley's  views  very  similar  to  those  advanced  by  Dr.  Both, 
in  the  paper  u[)on  blood-poisoning  presented  by  that 
gentleman  to  the  Society,^  and  in  accordance  with  the 
theory  upon  which  many  ov^ariotomists  exhibited  muri- 
ate of  iron  as  a  renal  depurant  for  many  days  or  weeks 
previous  to  an  operation,  as  well  as  subsequent  to  it. 

•  This  Journal,  December,  1869,  p.  3jG. 


1870.]  Proceedings  of  the  Society.  17 

Dr.  Charles  T.  Jackson  remarked  that  before  re- 
linqiiishmg  the  practice  of  medicine,  he  had  largely 
experimented  npon  various  cases,  with  a  view  to  obtain 
absorption  of  the  contents  of  the  cysts,  but  without 
success. 

Dr.  Storer  read  extracts  from  a  letter  from  Dr.  Tom 
O.  Edwards,  of  Lancaster,  Ohio,  with  reference  to  the 
question  of  priority  as  to  the  method  of  disposing  of 
the  ovarian  pedicle,  known  as  "  pocketing."  After  care- 
fully reading  the  evidence  on  both  sides,  without  having 
passed  a  word  with  Dr.  Storer,  he  writes  as  follows :  — 

"  I  was  Chairman  of  the  Committee  of  the  Thirtieth 
Congress  relative  to  the  Ether  Controversy,  and  had  all 
the  facts  before  me  for  thirty-five  days,  and  was  one  of 
the  majority  who  decided  in  favor  of  Morton.  I  dis- 
claim all  ^  dreams,'  ^  imaginings,'  or  ^  conceptions '  of  a 
discovery.  Who  demonstrated  it  is  my  only  question. 
That  you  operated,  demonstrated,  and  fixed  professional 
opinion,  while  Dr.  Kimball  was  ^  fondly  dreaming '  of 
some  such  result,  is  conclusively  true." 

He  further  writes :  "  Moi-eover  I  might  claim  a  new 
mode  of  ^  pocketing  the  pedicle  '  while  I  was  ignorantly 
trying  to  follow  your  plan,  only  known  to  me  five  min- 
utes since.  I  brought  the  raw  surface  exterior  to  the 
incision,  in  trying  to  avoid  what  Prof.  Blackman  prop- 
erly, but  too  emphatically,  called  ^  the  d — d  bleeding, 
rotten,  dangerous,  and  death-producing  raw  surface  of 
the  excised  pedicle.'  I  thought  I  was  following  you 
when  I  brought  the  said  raw  surface  exterior  to  the 
incision,  fastening  it  there,  and  seeing  day  by  day,  after 
the  ligature  escaped,  its  fading  out." 

Dr.  Edwards'  method,  it  would  be  seen,  closely  re- 
sembled that  mentioned  by  Dr.  Emmet,  at  the  special 
meeting  of  the  ISTew  York  Academy  of  Medicine,  held 
.in  accordance  with  an  invitation  extended  to  Dr.  Storer 
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to  bring*  liis  new  method  of  operating  before  the  Acad- 
eniy,  in  ISOT.* 

T>v.  S.  also  read  from  a  letter  from  Dr.  Marcy,  of 
Cambridgeport,  dated  at  Berlin,  Dec.  28th,  18(39,  with 
reference  to  gyna3Cological  matters  in  that  city.  Prof. 
Martin  had  jnst  performed  ovariotomy  successfully,  and 
thereby  overcome  many  of  the  prejudices  previously 
existing  in  that  neighborhood  relative  to  the  operation. 

Dr.  Jackson  called  the  attention  of  the  Society  to  the 
remarkable 


APHRODISIAC   PROPERTIES   OF   THE   HELOXIAS   DIOICA, 

or  unicorn  root.  This  characteristic  of  the  plant  was 
first  brought  to  his  notice  by  Dr.  Braman,  of  Brighton. 
He  had  employed  it  in  the  dose  of  a  drachm  of  the  pow- 
dered root  three  times  daily.  Dr.  Jackson  had  also 
found  that  the  use  of  this  remedy  had  the  effect  of  en- 
tirely removing  oxalate  of  lime  from  the  urine  in  cases 
of  that  diathesis.  The  portion  employed  was  the  dried 
root,  which  was  poisonous  when  green.  The  extract 
was  worthless,  but  the  saturated  tincture  was  good,  the 
active  princii)le  ai)pearing  to  be  volatile.  lie  had  per- 
suaded Ml".  Thomas  Ilollis,  of  Union  Street,  a  very 
reliable  druggist,  to  keep  it  for  sale. 

Dr.  Whelpley,  referring  to  the  fact  mentioned  by  Dr. 
Jackson  that  under  the  use  of  Ilelonias  greater  con- 
tractility was  given  to  the  cremaster  muscle,  and  to  the 
suggestion  made  by  Dr.  Blake  that  it  would  therefore 
be  probably  useful  in  varicocele,  remarked  that  it  would 
be  e(|ually  indicated,  and  for  the  same  reason,  in  cases 
of  excessive  relaxation  of  the  vaginal  walls. 

Dr.  (t.  S.  Jones  made  some  remarks  relative  to  the 

♦  Now  York  Medical  Record,  Jan.  15,  18C8,  p.  old. 
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TREATMENT   OF   FISTULA   LNT   AXO. 

Previous  to  1855  he  had  operated  in  one  hundred  and 
fifty-eight  eases;  since  then  he  had  ceased  to  keep  the 
account.  It  was  formerly  his  opinion  that  every  case 
could  be  cured  by  the  knife.  Of  late,  however,  he  has 
modified  this  opinion,  although  he  has  seldom  had  to 
repeat  the  operation,  and  but  once  has  had  serious  hem- 
orrhage. This  was  last  summer.  He  is  now  inclined 
to  think  that  the  processes  of  nature  are  better,  after  all, 
and  nature  never  resorts  to  the  knife.  Where  the  tis- 
sues are  very  much  indurated,  and  an  operation  by  in- 
cision is  performed,  the  process  of  healing  is  slow  or 
imperfect,  simply  because  nature  does  not  know  what 
to  do  under  these  circumstances.  He  now  uses  the 
seton,  and  was  led  to  its  employment  from  successful 
cases  that  had  come  to  his  knowledge  at  the  hands  of 
irregular  practitioners,  who  took  advantage  of  the  popu- 
lar dread  of  the  knife. 

Dr.  Jones  illustrated  his  remarks  by  the  report  of 
several  pertinent  cases. 

Dr.  Storer  referred  to  the  method  employed  by  Dr. 
J.  P.  Ordway,  of  this  city,  who  smears  his  threads  with 
irritants  where  the  condition  is  indolent  and  requires 
stimulation,  avoiding,  however,  as  much  as  possible,  the 
use  of  mineral  caustics,  and  employs  continuous  liga- 
tion rather  than  the  seton. 

Dr.  Blake  remarked  that  the  end  in  view,  by  what- 
ever method  attained,  was  to  destroy  the  pyogenic  mem- 
brane, cause  granulation,  and  thus  produce  obliteration 
of  the  fistula. 

Dr.  Both  alluded  to  the  general  subject  of  treating 
fistulous  canals  in  other  parts  of  the  body  by  setons  in 
preference  to  the  knife,  and  gave  details  of  cases  in 
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point,  as  from  palmar  paronychia,  femoral  abscesses,  and 
the  like,  and  stated  a  still  diflerent  method  of  applying 
the  ligature  to  anal  fistuliT},  by  "svhich  he  had  been  able 
to  employ  solutions  of  chloride  of  zinc  and  corrosive 
subUmate  with  success. 

It  is  as  follows :  — 

^^The  following  speculum  and  needle-probe  I  had 
made  to  order  for  a  case  of  fistula  in  ano  in  one  of  my 
tuberculous  patients^  w^hich  had  proved  of  considerable 


iS) 


annoyance  to  him.  IS'ot  w^illing  to  be  subjected  to  an 
operation,  w^hich  would  confine  him  to  his  bed,  I  con- 
cluded to  heal  the  fistula  by  the  introduction  of  a  thread. 
The  method  employed  is  very  simple.  Having  probed 
the  fistula,  a  thin  silk  thread  is  put  through  the  needle- 
probe  and  introduced  from  the  external  opening  of  the 
fistula  into  the  rectum.  By  means  of  an  ordinary  specu- 
lum one  part  of  the  thread  is  secured  by  forceps  and  the 
needle  removed  when  the  thread  is  thi'ough.  Then,  by 
fastening  a  thicker  string  to  the  thread,  we  may  intro- 
duce any  size  that  we  may  Avish.  The  speculum  with 
the  linear  fenestra  serves  afterwards  for  bringing  the 
rectal  opening  of  the  fistula  in  sight  without  tightening 
the  string,  and  we  can  thus  introduce  ointment,  caustics, 
or  anything  else  into  oi*  through  the  fistula,  per  rectum 
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without  injuring  this,  or  without  tearing  the  opening  of 
the  fistula.    I  succeeded  by  this  means  in  destroying  the 


whole  of  the  so-called  false  membrane  of  the  fistula. 
After  this,  by  gradually  introducing  smaller  threads,  the 
fistula  will  heal  without  any  difficulty.  In  complicated 
fistulas,  the  introduction  of  the  string  through  the  sec- 
ond fistula  may  cause  difficulty,  but  it  can  be  over- 
come by  introducing  a  thick  probe  from  within  the 
rectum  up  to  the  opening  of  the  fistula  and  into  it,  and 
by  a  little  manipulation  the  thin  and  very  flexible  needle- 
probe  will  thus  slip  into  the  second  fistula,  which  is 


connected  with  the  lower  one.  The  two  strings  thus 
introduced  are  afterwards  manipulated  the  same  as  is 
the  single  one  for  a  single  fistula." 

Dr.  Blake  mentioned  the  experience  of  his  colleagues 
at  the  City  Hospital  with  setons. 

Dr.  Both  read  an  extract  from  a  letter  from  Prof. 
Voss,  of  New  York,  Surgeon  to  St.  Vincent's  Hospital, 
now  absent  in  Europe,  describing  a  late  very  remarka- 
ble operation  by  Prof.  Simon,  of  Heidelberg,  it  being  a 
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SUCCESSFUL   EXTIRPATION   OF   THE   KIDNEY. 

^^  Let  me  tell  you,'-  says  Dr.  Yoss,  writing  on  Dec. 
27,  1SG9,  "as  a  novitas  chlntrgica^  that  Simon,  of  Hei- 
delberg, has  extirpated  the  left  kidney  from  a  woman,  in 
whom,  by  the  attempt  of  making  ovariotomy,  the  uterus, 
except  the  cervix,  was  removed,  during  which  operation 
the  left  ureter  became  injured.  The  consequence  was 
a  fistula  with  two  oj^enings,  one  per  vagi  nam,  and  the 
other  through  the  abdominal  wound.  After  all  attempts 
at  a  cure  had  proved  fruitless,  the  removal  of  the  left 
kidney  was  effected,  with  the  most  complete  success." 

Dr.  Both  related,  as  of  interest  in  this  connection,  the 
following  case  of 

RENAL   ABSCESS. 

^^As  to  the  possibility  of  living  with  one  kidney,  the 
following  case  may  contribute  an  example:  On  the  IGth 
of  July,  18G8, 1  was  requested  to  examine  a  young  lady 
in  Portsmouth,  N.  H.,  in  regard  to  the  possibility  of  her 
recovery.  The  history  of  the  case  was  that  she  had 
been  taken  with  difficulty  in  urinating  about  two  or 
three  years  previously.  She  had  been  under  the  treat- 
ment of  several  physicians  without  any  success,  and 
finally  had  been  under  the  care  of  Dr.  Cabot,  at  the 
Massachusetts  General  Hospital,  for  six  months,  with- 
out benefit.  Dr.  Cabot  had  diagnosed  inflammation  of 
the  bladder,  for  which  he  had  used  injections  through  a 
double  catheter,  which  procedure  was  always  accom- 
panied ])y  a  great  deal  of  pain.  She  had  then  given  up 
all  medical  treatment,  and  resided  on  a  farm  near  Ports- 
mouth. Through  chest  symptoms,  which  were  taken 
for  tuberculosis,  I  was  sent  for;  and  found  her  up,  very 
pale,  with  a  pulse  of  one  hundred  and  twenty,  weak. 
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Her  lungs  exhibited  several  small  cavities,  partial  lobu- 
lar pneumonia,  with  the  usual  symptoms  thereof.  Ap- 
petite varying,  digestion  poor,  bowels  regular,  urine 
very  dark,  and  thick;  but  I  could  not  from  sight  tell 
whether  the  hue  was  from  blood  pigment  or  from  bil- 
ious coloring  matter.  I  suspected  Bright's  disease, 
but  was  informed  that  Dr.  Cabot  had  said  that  he  did 
not.  I  had  some  urine  boiled,  which  coagulated,  and 
I  told  the  friends  that  I  thought  the  patient  probably 
had  Bright's  disease,  and  that  she  was  incurable  if  such 
was  the  case. 

"I  did  not  see  her  again  until  ISTovember,  1868,  when 
she  caaie  into  my  office  very  much  improved  in  appear- 
ance. She  informed  me  that  she  had  been  at  the  White 
Mountains,  and  felt  very  well, all  things  considered,  and 
wished  me  to  see  if  I  could  not  completely  restore  her 
to  health.  I  examined  the  bladder  without  being  able 
to  detect  any  pathological  change.  The  examination 
proved  painless,  although  the  patient  expected  ^it  would 
kill  her,'  to  use  her  own  expression,  from  her  former 
experience.  The  urine  I  found  to  contain  mucus  and 
pus,  but  no  albumen.  The  abdomen  was  tender  in  the 
region  of  the  liver,  but  not  very  much  so.  Is^ot  being 
thus  able  to  make  any  diagnosis,  I  put  her  on  a  sjoecial 
diet.  The  pulse  fell  to  eighty;  her  appetite  was  fair; 
her  urine  became  clear,  and  was  passed  and  retained 
Avithout  difficulty.  Still  she  was  continually  failing  in 
strength.  She  had  occasional  pain  in  the  right  side  of 
the  abdomen,  —  sometimes  w^ith  nausea.  All  means 
against  these  symptoms  proved  unsuccessful.  I  then 
suspected  an  abscess,  without  being  able,  however,  to  lo- 
cate it.  With  the  view  of  its  emptying  itself  into  the 
intestines,  I  had  not  given  up  all  hope  yet.  Without 
any  further  symptoms  of  consequence,  she  was  failing 
steadily,  but  without  much  suffering. 
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^^At  the  end  of  January,  1869,  her  pulse  began  to 
rise  again.  Her  urine  remained  clear;  the  greatest  dis- 
tress was  nausea,  and  a  pain  directly  under  the  short 
ribs  of  the  right  side.  On  the  last  day  of  January  she 
began  to  sink  rapidly,  exhibiting  unconsciousness,  with 
spasms,  which  were  relieved  by  chloroform  until  death 
ensued. 

"Post-mortem  examination  forty-eight  hours  after 
death.  This  was  obtained  with  great  difficulty.  I  had 
invited  all  the  physicians  attending  her  previously  to  be 
present;  none,  however,  came.  My  assistant  was  Mr. 
Ilolzmeister,  a  medical  student  from  Vienna,  a  patient 
of  mine  at  the  time. 

"  Upon  opening  the  abdomen,  a  general  slight  inflam- 
mation of  the  intestines  was  observed;  the  lower  margin 
of  the  liver  appearing  black,  —  probably  from  post-mor- 
tem change.  Xothing  abnormal  could  be  observed  oth- 
erwise. I  took  out  the  mtestines;  spleen  normal.  Left 
kidney  double  its  natural  size,  and  healthy,  showing 
only  on  one  part  a  tendency  to  fatty  degeneration.  The 
right  kidney  offered  a  very  thick  capsule,  tightly  adhe- 
rent to  the  lumbar  region,  and  to  some  extent  to  the 
ascending  colon.  The  capsule  was  of  the  thickness  of 
three-quarters  of  an  inch.  Within  there  was  nothing 
but  pus,  —  not  a  particle  of  the  kidney  remaining.  The 
m'eter  was  obstructed  by  adhesions.  Bladder  thick- 
ened, showing  symptoms  of  former  inflammation,  but 
normal  at  the  time.  Uterus  normal.  The  chest  was  not 
opened,  on  account  of  time  and  circumstances,  nor  the 
cranium.  The  time  that  the  patient  lived  without  the 
use  of  the  kidney  must  have  been  no  less  than  three 
years." 

Dr.  Storer  remarked  that  the  diagnosis  was  not  al- 
ways easy  between  actual  disease  of  the  kidney  and 
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PERENEPHRITIC    ABSCESS. 

He  had  attended,  with  Drs.  Bowditch  and  "Warner, 
the  past  season,  a  most  interesting  ease  in  point.  Mrs. 
N.,  of  N^ashua  Street,  had  passed  for  some  time  large 
quantities  of  pus  in  her  urine.  There  was  no  evidence 
of  cystitis,  nor  could  any  trace  of  cellulitis  be  found  in 
the  pelvis.  There  was  a  large  space  of  induration  un- 
der the  short  ribs  on  the  right  side,  commencing  against 
the  vertebral  column,  and  running  around  nearly  to  the 
epigastrium.  This  induration  did  not  lap  down  lower 
than  a  level  with  the  umbilicus.  Diagnosticating  pe- 
rinephritic  abscess,  although  there  was  no  evident  fluct- 
uation, Dr.  Bowditch  had  ineflectually  tried  to  persuade 
one  of  the  surgeons  at  the  ]\[assachusetts  General  Hos- 
pital to  operate,  and  had  then  placed  the  case  in  Dr. 
Storer's  hands.  Passing  an  exploring  trocar  from  be- 
hind forwards,  about  half  way  between  the  crest  of  the 
ilium  and  the  lower  rib,  Dr.  S.  inserted  it  nearly  its 
whole  length  before  reaching  a  point  of  no  resistance; 
to  such  an  extent,  indeed,  that  the  peritoneal  membrane 
would  probably  have  been  reached,  had  it  not  been 
pressed  forwards  by  the  purulent  collection.  Upon 
withdrawing  the  trocar,  no  pus  escaped  through  the 
canula.  Exhaustion  was  effected  by  a  syringe,  but  with- 
out result.  Dr.  S.  then  applied  his  mouth,  for  a  mo- 
ment or  two  ineffectually,  until  there  came  a  sudden 
gush  of  fetid  pus  with  such  violence  as  to  forcibly  strike 
his  pharynx.  The  trocar  was  then  introduced,  pressed 
outwards  against  and  through  the  abdominal  wall,  and 
a  seton  inserted.  The  patient  has  steadily  convalesced, 
and,  from  being  a  Avretched  invalid,  with  little  or  no 
prospect  of  recovery,  she  has  so  far  regained  her  health 
as  to  be  able  to  attend  to  her  household  duties,  while 
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the  amount  of  pus  in  her  urine  has  very  sensibly  di- 
minished. There  was  here  undoubtedly  an  -  opening 
from  the  sac  of  the  abscess  into  the  ureter  of  the  affected 
side. 

Dr.  Blake  referred  to  a  series  of  cases  of  the  same 
affection  that  had  been  studied  by  Dr.  Bowditch,  at  the 
City  Hospital,  in  addition  to  those  already  published  by 
that  gentleman. 

The  Secretary  presented  a  copy  of  the  ^ew  York 
^^  Independent,"  of  Dec.  23d,  18G9,  containing  an  attack 
by  Mr.  Wm.  Lloyd  Garrison  upon  the  Society  and  its 
action  with  regard  to  an  absurd  argument  adduced  by 
Mrs.  Dall  in  behalf  of  women  physicians,  and  an  an- 
swer that  he  had  prepared,  to  be  forwarded  to  the  edi- 
tor of  the  paper  referred  to."^ 

Xominations  of  Corresponding  Members  were  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  on  Membership. 

Adjourned. 


DEATHS  FROM  SULPHURIC  ETHER.  — ITS  ACTUAL  RELA- 
TIVE MORTALITY  PROBABLY  HIGHER  THAN  THAT 
FROM  CHLOROFORM. 

By  Henry  Austin  Martin,  Boston  IIighlands. 

[CommuniccUed  to  the  Society,  and  read  March  15,  1870.] 

In  answer  to  your  note  f  I  would  repeat  the  state- 
ment, made  at  a  late  meeting  of  the  Gynaecological 
Society,  that  the  only  death  which  ever  occurred  from 
anaesthesia  in  my  own  practice  was  one  in  which  sul- 
plinric  ether,  and  that  alone,  was  the  agent  employed. 

•  The  article  referred  U)  above  was  published  in  this  Journal  for  February,  1870,  p.  95. 

t  The  above  c^nnmunication,  it  will  be  perceived,  was  written  in  answer  to  a  request  by 
Dr.  Storer.  In  view  of  the  very  great  importance  of  the  subject,  and  the  intrinsic  interest 
of  the  letter,  the  editors  present  it  in  its  entiret3'. 
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I  cannot,  at  this  moment,  lay  hands  on  my  notes  of  the 
case,  but  give,  from  memory,  the  "  brief  outline  "  you 
request. 

John  W ,  aged  about  forty-nine,  a  German  me- 
chanic, in  attempting  to  reach  the  front  platform  of  a 
street  car,  which  was  in  rapid  motion,  slipped  beneath 
a  forward  wheel,  which  passed  diagonally  across  one 
of  his  legs,  injuring  it  very  severely.  He  was  taken 
to  one  of  the  hospitals;  a  surgeon  saw  him  there,  stated 
the  necessity  of  amputation,  and  repeatedly  and  strongly 
urged  its  immediate  performance.  This  was  in  the  lat- 
ter part  of  the  afternoon.  The  patient,  however,  insisted 
on  removal  to  his  home,  where  I  saw  him  about  ten  p.  m. 
On  examination  I  stated  to  him  the  necessity  for  ampu- 
tation, and  the  propriety  of  its  being  done  without  de- 
lay. He  expressed  perfect  willingness  to  have  the  limb 
removed  at  once.  At  this  time  his  pulse  was  seventy- 
eight,  full,  regular,  and  normal  in  every  respect;  there 
was  no  indication  of  shock;  if  there  had  been  any,  the 
reaction  had  been  perfect;  there  had  been  very  little 
hemorrhage  at  the  time  of  the  accident,  or  from  that  till 
he  reached  the  hospital;  after  that  none  whatever.  The 
character  and  number  of  the  pulse  sufficiently  proved 
that  he  had  not  lost  blood  to  any  serious  degree.  He  sat 
up  in  bed  while  I  examined  his  leg,  and  it  was  partly  from 
his  own  observation  that  he  concluded  that  amputation 
was  inevitable.  "Without  further  detail,  I  would  say  that, 
in  a  considerable  experience  of  twenty-five  years  in  civil 
surgery,  and  a  really  vast  experience  during  two  years' 
military  service,  I  never  saw  a  patient  of  the  same  time 
of  life  whose  whole  aspect  augured  better  for  the  re- 
sult of  an  operation. 

After  an  hour  I  returned  with  instruments,  etc.,  and 
two  assistants,  both  gentlemen  of  sense  and  long  pro- 
fessional experience,  who  had  frequently  before  aided 
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me  in  similar  cases.  Both  agreed  with  me  as  to  the 
propriety  of  immediate  amputation.  One  attended  to 
the  administration  of  the  ether,  the  other  controlled  the 
artery;  for  what  other  aid  I  required  I  depended  on 
two  or  three  intelligent  German  friends  of  the  patient. 
Sulphuric  ether  was  the  ana}sthetic  employed.  It  was 
of  ]3r.  Squibhs'  manufacture,  and  that  without  doubt, 
as  it  was  contained  in  one  of  his  hermetically  sealed  tin 
canisters,  pi-epared  for  army  use,  and  which  had  never 
been  opened.  It  was  used  without  mixture  with  any 
other  anaesthetic.  I  selected  ether  in  this  instance,  not 
60  much  out  of  deference  to  the  often  reiterated  Boston 
opinion  of  its  superior  safety,  as  because  I  knew  that 
both  my  friends  fully  believed  chloroform  to  be  danger- 
ous and  sulphuric  ether  to  be  absolutely  free  from  all 
danger  whatever.  I  may  as  well  state  here  that  the 
quantity  used  was  somewhat  less  than  half  the  contents 
of  the  canister,  —  between  three  and  four  ounces  by 
measure.  It  was  given  from  a  towel,  formed  into  a  hol- 
low cone.  That  it  was  administered  with  all  due  care 
I  know' from  repeated  previous  experience  of  the  judg- 
ment and  discretion  of  the  gentleman  who  attended 
to  this  duty.  The  patient  inhaled  the  ether  as  he  lay 
in  bed;  he  came  under  its  influence  easily  and  fully. 
'\Vhen  anaesthesia  was  judged  sufficient  he  was  draAvn 
to  the  foot  of  the  bed  in  a  proper  position.  The  ampu- 
tation was  made  about  an  inch  and  a  half  below  the 
tuberosity  of  the  tibia,  by  flaps,  a  short  anterior  one  of 
skin  and  a  long  posterior  flap  from  the  calf.  It  was  done 
with  great  quickness.  Two  arteries  required  ligature; 
one  had  been  secured,  and  I  was  in  the  act  of  tying  the 
other,  when  Dr. ,  who  was  giving  the  ether,  ex- 
claimed that  something  was  wrong.  I  immediately  went 
to  his  assistance.  The  patient  had  ceased  to  breathe, 
nor  did  auscultation  reveal  the  faintest  pulsation  of  the 
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heart.  Our  efforts  at  resiivscitation,  which  need  not  be 
detailed,  were  full  and  most  perseveringly  employed, 
but  were  utterly  fruitless. 

A  post-mortem  examination,  made  the  following  day, 
at  the  request  of  the  coroner,  by  Dr.  J.  H.  Streeter  and 
myself,  revealed  nothing  but  a  congested  condition  of 
the  left  and  the  apex  of  the  right  lung.  The  heart  was, 
perhaps,  a  little  larger  than  the  normal  average,  and 
moderately  contracted;  a  small  amount  of  soft,  dark 
coagula  was  found  in  the  right  cavities;  its  external 
aspect  was  healthy,  but,  on  laying  it  open,  the  ventricu- 
lar walls  seemed  somewhat  thicker  and  paler  than  usual, 
and  on  pinching  between  the  finger  and  thumb  their 
tissue  broke  down  with  a  readiness  and  feel  which  left 
me  in  little  doubt  of  fatty  degeneration.  The  organ 
was  submitted  to  Dr.  C.  W.  Swan,  whose  microscopic 
examination  demonstrated  a  large  proportion  of  fatty 
degenerated  tissue.  The  amount  of  blood  lost  during 
the  operation  was  very  small,  not  more  than  four  or  fi\Q 
ounces,  and  this  not  in  any  sudden  gush,  but  gradually, 
during  our  efforts  to  secure  the  arteries,  which  were 
unusually  brittle,  so  that  in  two  or  three  instances  the 
tenaculum  lost  its  hold  by  breaking  through  their  coats. 

To  make  the  history  complete,  I  must  say  that,  after 
the  death  of  the  patient,  his  wife  told  me  that  he  had 
consulted  me  some  twelve  years  before,  and  that  I  had 
then  given  him  such  directions  and  cautions  as  were 
imdoubtedly  suggested  by  suspicions  of  cardiac  disease. 
There  can  be  no  doubt,  therefore,  that  this  patient  was 
one  of  those  in  Avhom  anaesthesia  is  not  safe;  but  cer- 
tainly no  examination  at  the  time  of  the  accident  would 
have  revealed  such  complication,  l^o  apprehension  of 
danger  occurred  to  the  hospital  surgeon  who  saw  him 
and  recommended  immediate  amputation.  An  ordinary 
,  examination  post  mortem  did  not  reveal  the  lesion  with 


30  Ether  more  Dangerous  [Ji^ily? 

certainty;  that  was  only  done  by  the  often  omitted 
nneroscoi)ical  test.  If  chloroform  had  been  the  agent 
employed,  such  evidence  of  cardiac  disease  would  have 
been  very  slightingly  regarded  hereabouts. 

The  only  other  fatal  aniesthetic  case  occurring  in 
Eoxbury,  to  my  knowledge,  was  also  from  the  use  of 
sulphuric  ether.  The  physician  administered  it  by  in- 
halation, as  a  peculiarly  safe  means  of  quieting  a  case  of 
delirium  tremens.  The  patient  soon  became  quiet;  the 
bystanders  said  he  was  dead,  but  the  doctor  said,  "  Oh, 
no!  he  sleepeth  merely."  It  was  some  time  before  he 
was  reluctantly  obliged  to  acknowledge  that  the  bystand- 
ers were  right.  I  do  not  know  whether  there  was  a  post 
mortem  in  this  case,  and  cannot  now  ascertain,  as  the 
practitioner  has  been  converted  to  homoeopathy  and  gone 
to  Chicago. 

Another  unpublished  case  occurred  here  several  years 
since,  in  which  an  inverted  womb  was  treated  ^^  en 
'pohjiieP  As  soon  as  the  ligature  was  tightened,  the 
patient  suddenly  began  to  fail,  and  in  a  few  minutes 
died.  I  am  very  much  inclined  to  think  that  sulphuric 
ether  was  used  in  this  case,  but  do  not  know,  and  only 
refer  to  it  that  you  may,  if  you  will,  "follow  it  up." 
The  case  was  in  the  practice  of  a  neighbor  of  mine,  who 
varied  in  this  instance  from  his  often-repeated  axiom, 
that  unsuccessful  rather  than  successful  cases  should  be 
published. 

I  have  seen  several  cases  where  alarming  symptoms 
occurred,  —  in  one  or  two  instances  very  alarming 
indeed,  —  in  which  death  was  averted,  but  have  no  time 
to  narrate  them  now. 

One  case,  howeverj  T  must  refer  to,  of  which  I  was  a 
witness.  Dr.  S.  Parkman,  one  of  the  surgeons  of  the 
Massachusetts  General  Hospital,  since  dead,  had  removed 
a  cancerous  tongue;  the  incandescent  iron  was  taken 
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from  the  ^^  classicaV^  brazier  and  applied  to  the  bleeding 
stump, —  a  long  tongue  of  flame  streamed  from  the  pa- 
tient's mouth,  and  he  was  carried  below. "^  He  died  a 
few  days  after,  of  ^^  acute  bronchitis,^''  —  an  nnfortunate 
event,  but  having  no  connection  with  the  operation,  of 
course.  This  case  may  be  thought  to  illustrate  a  dan- 
ger in  the  use  of  sulphuric  ether,  at  any  rate  in  cases 
where  the  actual  cautery  or  a  flame  is  brought  unduly 
near  the  combustible  vapor,  and  one  to  which  chloro- 
form is  not  subject. 

^Now,  as  to  deaths  from  chloroform.  I  never  saw  but 
one,  and  that  was  in  this  wise:  During  the  battle  of 
Cold  Harbor,  Va.,  in  the  early  i)art  of  June,  1861,  all 
our  Second  Corps  surgeons  who  ever  operated  had 
enough  to  do.  (During  the  thirty-six  hotirs  from  the 
morning  of  the  3d  of  June  to  the  night  of  the  4th,  seven 
thousand  vvotmded  men  were  brought  into  the  four  field 
hospitals  of  the  corps.)  While  operating  at  one  table, 
the  surgeon  at  the  other  called  to  me  that  his  man  was 
dying,  —  he  was  dead.  He  had  suflered  amputation  of 
the  left  leg  below  the  knee,  and  disarticulation  of  the 
right  shoidder  had  just  been  completed,  when,  all  at 
once,  the  pttlse  ^^  fluttered "  once  or  twice  and  then 
stopped.  All  resuscitative  efl*orts  were  entirely  without 
avail.  The  post  mortem,  made  an  hoiu*  after  death, 
showed  an  enormously  enlarged  and  flabby  heart. 

I  think  civil  surgeons,  and  even  many  who  served 
somewhat  in  the  army,  have  but  a  very  imperfect  con- 
ception of  the  vast  number  of  cases  in  which  chloroform 
was  used,  during  the  late  war,  both  Xorth  and  Sotith, — 
chloroform  alone.  I  never  knew  sulphuric  ether  to  be 
used  in  the  field. 

My  own  personal  experience  was  very  extended;  for 

*  Many  other  gentlemen  besides  Dr.  Martin  were  present  at  the  terrible  occurrence  above 
referred  to;  among  whom  h.  a.  s. 
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eighteen  montlis  I  was  Surgeoii-in-oharge  of  two  large 
general  hospitals  and  Medical  Director  of  a  large  dis- 
trict, in  wliich  were  many  hospitals  and  mnch  cavahy 
figliting;  for  three  months  more,  Medical  Director  of 
Fi(.'ld  nos|)itals  of  the  Second  Corps  (the  figliting  Sec- 
ond), and  for  the  remaining  three  months  Surgeon  in 
Chief  of  Division;  —  all  this  in  the  field,  and  during 
very  active  operations.  During  all  this,  I  never  saw  or 
heard  of  a  death  from  chloroform,  save  this,  and  such 
a  case  would  have  formerly  excited  neither  surprise  nor 
connnent,  —  one  of  the  frequent  deaths  "  on  the  tahle  " 
from  the  ^^  shock  of  operation,"  of  which  we  never  now 
hear  anything  save  in  connection  with  chloroform. 

Here  let  me  mention  a  case :  A  boy  four  or  five  years 
old  was  brought  to  my  oflice  to  have  several  teeth  ex- 
tracted. A  kind  member  of  my  family  told  the  mother, 
in  my  absence,  that  I  did  not  attend  to  that  part  of 
surgery,  and  sympathizingly  said  that  she  must  not 
think  of  letting  them  be  extracted  without  anaesthesia. 
The  child  was  carried  to  another  person  practising 
medicine  in  this  place;  he  extracted  two  teeth  without 
anaesthetics,  and  wished  to  pull  two  more.  The  child 
was  much  terrified,  Avas  carried  home,  and  in  twenty 
minutes  was  dead.  Had  he  taken  chloroform,  it  is  my 
belief  that  he  would  not  have  died. 

Amid  all  the  talk  of  deaths  from  chloroform,  we  have 
no  word  of  the  many  lives  saved  by  its  use.  The  total 
of  deaths  "  on  the  table  "  is,  I  am  sure,  far  less  now,  in 
proportion  to  the  number  of  operations,  than  it  was 
before  ISiG.  I  am  also  sure  that  mau}^  cases  of  death 
"under  ether"  remain  unreported.  There  are  always 
reasons  for  reticence  in  reporting  such  deaths,  and,  in 
this  neigliborhood,  a  man  who  should  report  such  a  case 
would  have  to  "run  the  gauntlet,"  —  to  meet  all  the  un- 
fair criticism,  all  the  obloquy  which  is  poured  on  the 
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devoted  head  of  any  one  who  dares  even  to  lisp  a  re- 
mark derogatmg  at  all  from  one  of  Pedlington's  hobbies 
or  heroes.  The  use  of  sulphuric  ether  as  an  anaesthetic, 
compared  to  that  of  chloroform,  is  simply  insignificant. 
Even  here,  in  Boston,  I  have  no  doubt  that  chloroform 
is  used  twice  where  ether  is  once  employed;  and  this  I 
say,  not  from  surmise,  but  as  the  result  of  careful  and 
somewhat  extended  inquiry.  Taking  the  whole  world 
outside  Boston,  —  a  large  and  populous  region  often 
ignored,  —  I  do  not  believe  it  to  be  an  exaggeration  to 
say  that  chloroform  is  used  a  thousand  times  where 
ether  is  hardly  used  once.  At  any  rate  the  dispropor- 
tion is  so  enormous  that  one  autlientic  death  from  ether 
outweighs  a  whole  legion  of  fatal  results  where  chloro- 
form is  used.  A  great  many  deaths  under  ether  have 
been  reported,  but  all  have  been  ingeniously  explained 
away;  "fatty  heart,"  "shock,"  etc.,  etc.  I  have  no 
doubt  that  parties  equally  interested,  who  should  ana- 
lyze the  chloroform  cases,  would  find  equally  good  rea- 
son for  death,  —  that  is,  other  causes  which,  plus  anaes- 
thesia, produced  death.  A  fair,  full  investigation  and 
discussion  of  any  controverted  medical  subject  is  not  pos- 
sible in  Boston,  —  least  of  all  of  this;  but  it  is  a  subject 
interesting  all  humanity,  and  will,  eventually,  be  fully 
and  fairly  investigated  and  discussed.  I  do  not  doubt 
that  the  conclusion  will  be  that  anaesthesia,  like  every 
other  blessing  of  our  poor  humanity,  comes  not  wholly 
unmixed;  that,  if  chloroform  is  riot  free  from  danger, 
neither  is  sulphuric  ether,  and  if  the  latter  appears  the 
less  perilous,  it  is  simply  because  it  is  more  dilute,  and 
the  more  potent  agent  must  be  employed  with  a  method 
and  caution  which  those,,  who  are  accustomed  to  the  use 
of  ether  by  the  pint,  or  even  quart,  may  often  overlook. 
I  do  not  doubt,  however,  that,  whatever  care  is  taken, 
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and  whatever  agent  is  used,  death  will  now  and  then 
occur  in  the  anifsthetic  state. 

The  sii])ject  is  so  interesting  and  fascinating  that  I 
do  not  know  when  or  where  to  stop;  but,  as  I  have  given 
you  the  case  you  asked  for  and  somewhat  moi*e,  and  as 
I  am  far  from  being  at  leisure,  I  may  as  well  break  off 
here,  and  do  so  with  an  expression  of  the  warm  hope 
that,  at  some  future  meeting  or  meetings  of  your  "  live  " 
Society,  this  whole  field  may  be  gone  over,  and  all  its 
questions  discussed  with  that  fearless  breadth  of  view, 
tliat  utter  disregard  for  cliques  and  ex  cathedra  and  fac- 
titious omniscience  which  characterize  all  your  own  ut- 
terances, and  which  I  am  happy  to  see  that  you  have 
infused  into  your  Society  and  its  Journal. 


VAGINISMUS  MISTAKEN  FOR  SPINAL  DISEASE. 

By  Alexander  R.  Becker,  Providexce,  R.  I. 
[Communicated  to  the  Society,  and  read  Feb.  15,  1870.] 

Ix  October,  18G8, 1  was  called  to  see  a  young  married 
lad}^,  twenty-two  years  of  age,  and  of  an  excessively  ner- 
vous temperament.  She  had  been  almost  completely 
deprived  of  the  power  of  locomotion  for  consideral^ly 
more  than  a  year  by,  as  it  was  supposed,  disease  of  the 
spine,  and  for  this  difficulty  had  been  under  homcco- 
pathic  treatment. 

Upon  examining  the  spine,  I  found  a  slight  protuber- 
ance of  the  fifth,  sixth,  and  seventh  dorsal  vertebrae.  As 
the  patient  was  of  a  strumous  diathesis,  I  was  inclined 
to  ]>eHeve  it  a  case  of  incipient  Potts'  disease,  and  ap- 
plied a  very  light,  but  efficient  brace,  such  as  I  am  in 
the  haljit  of  using  in  such  cases. 

Subsequently,  however,  I   learned   that   for   several 
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years  she  had  suffered  from  severe  dysmenorrhea,  and 
speedily  gained  the  evidence  of  displacement  of  the 
uterus.  But,  upon  attempting  to  make  an  examination, 
I  found  myself  opposed  by  a  vaginismus,  and  was  in- 
formed that,  though  married  for  more  than  four  years, 
conjugal  intercourse  had  been  an  utter  impossibility. 
By  the  use  of  chloroform,  however,  the  spasm  of  the 
muscle  was  entirely  overcome,  and  I  was  enabled  to 
diagnose  a  complete  retroflexion  of  the  uterus,  —  but 
without  apparent  enlargement.  With  the  hope  that  the 
hymen  might  be  the  only  cause  of  the  spasm,  I  carefully 
excised  the  whole  of  that  membrane,  —  which  presented 
no  unusual  appearance,  —  but,  as  I  afterwards  found, 
without  the  least  benefit. 

Ten  days  later,  —  the  catamenia  having  intervened, 
—  I  performed  the  operation  for  vaginismus,  by  the  Y 
incision,  as  recommended  by  Marion  Sims.  The  hemor- 
rhage, at  the  time,  was  very  slight,  but  three  hours 
later  it  broke  out  so  profusely  as  to  necessitate  a  tam- 
pon in  the  vagina,  other  measures  having  proved  ineffi- 
cient. The  tampon  was  removed  on  the  second  day, 
and  the  vagina  carefully  syringed  out  with  tepid  water. 

From  that  time  on,  for  four  weeks,  she  wore  for  sev- 
eral hours  each  day  a  glass  dilator,  such  as  is  figured  by 
Sims,*  of  four  inches'  circumference  at  the  outer  end. 
At  the  end  of  this  time  I  had  the  satisfaction  of  finding 
the  vaginismus  cured,  —  to  this  extent,  that  the  dilator 
gave  her  no  pain,  nor  did  she  experience  any  from  the 
manipulation  necessary  to  an  uterine  examination.  But 
she  could  not  endure  the  approaches  of  her  husband, 
and  she  has  not  yet,  —  an  instance  of  the  power  of  im- 
agination. 

She,  however,  bore  very  well  the  introduction  of  a 
Hodges'  lever  pessary,  which  brought  the  uterus  into 

*  Uterine  Surgery,  p.  330,  fig.  129. 
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good  position.  After  two  or  three  efforts  the  j^essary  was 
made  to  fit  the  vagina  accurately,  and  then  duplicated 
in  silver.  This  she  has  worn  ever  since.  Fortunately 
there  was  no  congestion,  nor  inflammation  of  the  uterus, 
to  complicate  matters,  or  necessitate  a  long,  tedious 
after-treatment. 

Six  weeks  after  the  operation  she  walked  a  mile  with 
ease,  —  a  thing  she  had  not  done  for  nearly  two  years ; 
and  last  summer,  while  in  the  mountains,  she  found 
no  difficulty  in  keeping  her  place  with  the  rest  of  the 
party,  in  their  pedestrian  excursions.  ISTor  at  any  time 
since  the  pessary  was  introduced  has  she  experienced 
more  than  the  ordinary  lassitude  and  slight  back-ache 
at  the  time  of  the  catamenia. 

The  braces,  having  proved  a  grateful  support  until 
she  recovered  her  strength,  were  then  discarded. 

I  have  thought  this  case  worthy  of  notice  on  two  ac- 
counts :  First,-  because  of  the  rarity  of  the  complication, 
vaginismus;  and,  second,  because  of  the  entire  absence 
of  enlargement,  or  congestion,  of  the  uterus,  in  spite  of 
a  displacement  of  several  years'  standing,  which  —  in 
my  experience  at  least  —  is  quite  unusual. 


INTRODUCTION   OF    A  HORSE-SHOE  PESSARY  (HODGES' 

OPEN  lp:ver)  into  the  cavity  of  the  bladder, 

'  AND  ITS  REMOVAL  BY  FORCE. 

Bt  Tosr  O.  Edwards,  Lancaster,  Ohio. 
{Communicated  to  the  Society,  and  read  April  5,  1870.] 

In  September,  18G8,  Miss  S ,  aged  twenty,  called 

upon  one  of  our  physicians  in  extensive  practice,  com- 
plaining of  uterine  pain  with  bearing  down,  and  requested 
his  aid.     He,  designing  to  introduce  an  open-lever  pes- 
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sarj  into  the  vagina,  put  it  into  the  bladder,  and  she 
left  for  home.  Four  days  thereafter,  he  took  with  him 
his  partner  as  an  assistant,  and  endeavored  to  remove 
the  pessary  by  an  incision  into  the  urethra  one  inch  from 
the  meatus.  Through  this  incision  he  brought  one  Hmb 
of  the  pessary,  and  tore  the  other  limb  through  the  upper 
part  of  the  neck,  leaving  two  perforations. 

Miss  S was  betrothed.    The  day  of  marriage  was 

fixed  for  the  following  month,  and  was  consummated 
without  objection  from  her  surgeon,  xltthe  time  of  the 
removal  of  the  pessary,  an  enormous  calculus  (pebble) 
was  exhibited  to  the  patient  and  friends,  and  they  were 
told  it  had  been  extracted  from  her  bladder.  A  fee  of 
one  hundred  dollars  was  charged  and  paid. 

The  husband  and  patient  called  upon  the  surgeon 
some  months  after;  complaining  that  ^^  something  was 
wrong,"  alleging  that  the  urine  was  almost  constantly 
dropping  and  produced  irritation  and  uncleanness,  and 
were  told  by  that  surgeon  that  ^^  all  was  right;  that  had 
he  prayed  God  to  have  healed  the  orifice  through  which 
he  had  extracted  the  stone.  He  could  not  have  more 
completely  healed  it  than  it  was  healed." 

I  had  operated  upon  an  elder  sister  of  the  patient, 
four  years  before,  successfully,  for  rectal  fistula,  and,  as 
some  of  the  symptoms  were  similar  to  hers,  I  was  called 
upon;  and,  on  exploring  the  bladder,  I  found  a  large 
urethral  fistula'  one  inch  above  the  meatus,  and  about 
two  inches  beyond  that  a  puckering  cicatrix,  at  or  near 
the  junction  of  the  neck  with  the  bladder. 

This  cicatrix  had  formed  a  stricture,  and  I  could  not 
pass  either  a  sound  or  catheter  into  the  bladder  without 
more  force  than  I  thought  would  be  prudent;  yet  I 
could  empty  the  bladder  by  catheter.  I  recommended 
an  operation,  and  sent  the  patient  to  her  father's,  pre- 
pared her,  and,  in  a  few  days  after,  in  the  presence  of 
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Drs.  "Wagenhals  and  Boorstler,  Jr.,  I  performed  the 
operation.  After  carefully  and  thoroughly  dissecting 
away  the  sides  of  the  fistula  I  inserted  three  Carlsbad 
pins,  closing  the  orifice  with  silver  wire  by  the  "  twister," 
introduced  a  catheter  to  the  stricture,  confining  it  se- 
curely, and  placed  a  sponge  in  the  vagina  as  a  support 
to  the  pins,  leaving  my  patient  comfortable,  except  from 
effects  of  the  letheon.  The  bowels  were  restrained  by 
opium  suppositories.  I  removed  the  sponge  daily,  and 
injected  into  the  vagina  and  over  the  wound  tepid  water, 
atibrding  great  comfort.  The  fourth  day,  I  found  on  the 
lower  external  part  of  the  catheter  pure  pus.  On  the 
next  day  I  was  told  by  the  mother  that  the  urine  was 
very  bloody,  and  that  she  was  compelled  to  remove  clots 
of  blood  from  tlie  catheter  in  order  to  relieve  the  blad- 
der. I  removed  and  cleaned  the  catheter,  found  the 
sponge  stained,  and  some  clots  in  the  vagina,  but  the 
urine  clear.  The  next  morning  I  was  called  from  home, 
and  did  not  return  until  the  following  day.  I  then 
found  an  importunate  message,  stating  that  hemorrhage 
had  come  on  in  the  night,  and  that  my  patient  was  con- 
sidered as  lost;  and  with  this  the  following  letter  from 
Dr.  Wagenhals,  who  had  been  called  in  during  my 
absence: — 

^'  I  was  summoned  at  two  A.  m.  to  see  your  patient. 
Found  her  in  collapse  from  hemorrhage  from  vagina. 
I  removed  the  clotted  blood,  and  used  tampon  saturated 
with  acetat.  plumb,  sol., which  had  the  desired  effect,  ^ot 
having  a  Sims'  speculum,  I  was  compelled  to  introduce 
the  tampon  without  any  other  guide  than  the  finger. 
In  relation  to  the  recently  closed  fistula,  I  was  strongly 
tempted  to  use  a  solution  of  persulphate  of  iron,  but 
was  fearful  of  its  effects  upon  the  recent  wound.  No 
])lood  escaped  through  the  catheter.  The  hemorrhage, 
in  my  opinion,  was  uterine.    I  am  led  to  this  opinion  on 
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account  of  the  large  amount  of  blood  lost,  and  because 
there  was  none  escaping  from  the  bladder.  The  family 
were  greatly  alarmed,  and  I  fear,  if  another  hemorrhage 
should  occur,  your  patient  would  succumb." 

On  my  way  out  I  met  the  doctor,  who  had  been  sum- 
moned a  second  time  on  account  of  the  hemorrhasre. 
This  was  a  mistake,  as  I  not  only  learned  from  him, 
but  found  on  arrival.  The  patient  was  blanched,  for 
she  had  lost  ten  or  twelve  pounds  of  blood.  Her  ex- 
tremities were  raised  and  head  lowered.  The  catheter 
was  in  position.  Stimulants  and  beef  tea  were  freely 
given,  and  suppositories  in  the  rectum  quieted  bearing- 
down  efforts  to  expel  the  tampon  and  the  catheter.  The 
next  day  the  tampon  was  removed,  and,  to  my  regret, 
my  pins  were  found  to  have  been  "carried  away"  in 
the  fight  for  life.  All  that  now  remained  to  do  was  to 
repair  damages,  and  begin  anew.  This  was  done  by 
nutrietits.  Bark  and  iron,  etc.,  were  given,  and  in  six 
weeks  the  patient  came  to  my  boarding-house,  and  the 
then  greatly  diminished  aperture  was  closed  by  two  pins 
as  before,  without  anaesthetic  agents.  These  healed  the 
remainder,  except  a  small  aperture  on  the  right  side, 
which  the  daily  application  of  caustic  will  remove,  or, 
if  it  fail,  one  pin  will  sufiice.  From  the  past  experience, 
I  did  not  leave  the  catheter  in  the  neck  of  the  bladder, 
but  having  her  in  an  adjoining  room,  I  catheterized  her 
from  four  to  ten  times  daily,  for  eleven  days.  My  pa- 
tient becoming  nostalgic,  I  allowed  her  to  return  home 
during  the  next  menstrual  flow,  having  instructed  her 
mother  in  the  use  of  the  caustic  (gr.  xl.  to  the  ounce), 
applied  by  a  camel's-hair  pencil.  The  first  operation 
was  performed  on  Jan.  12th,  seven  days  after  the  close 
of  the  menses;  and  from  this  fact  I  am  compelled  to 
differ  from  my  friend  Wagenhals  as  to  the  origin  of 
.the  flow.      I  trace  it  to  ulceration,  from  the  presence 
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of  the  catheter  over  the  cicatrix  and  stricture,  opening 
the  artery  in  the  dorsum  of  the  neck  of  bhidder.  As  I 
said,  on  the  fourth  day  I  found  pus  on  the  external  end 
of  the  catheter,  the  urine  bloody,  and  catheter  clogged. 
This  occurred  eleven  days  after  the  menstrual  flow,  and 
as  the  uterus  was  now  closed,  hard,  and  impervious,  I 
could  not  believe  the  hemorrhage  came  from  it.  Be- 
lieving so,  I  catheterized,  instead  of  leaving  the  catheter 
in  the  neck,  at  the  second  02)cration,  with  entire  satisfac- 
tion. I  saw  my  patient  a  day  or  two  since;  found  the 
fistula  closed  except  a  small  aperture,  as  mentioned  be- 
fore, and  bcHeve  the  caustic  will  close  that,  the  perform- 
ance of  marital  rights  to  the  contrary  notwithstanding. 

This  case  is  the  second  of  the  introduction  of  a  pessary 
into  the  bladder,  Prof.  II.  R.  Storer's  reported  case  hav- 
ing been  the  first;  *  and  in  correspondence  with  him  he 
gives  me  a  report  of  a  third.f  Why  men  will  use  this 
open-lever  pessary,  in  preference  to  the  closed,  or 
Meigs'  ring,  or  other  safe  pessaries,  I  know  not;  and 
one  of  the  ol)jects  of  this  report  is  to  warn  them  of  the 
danger.  This  patient  was  a  virgin,  and  to  introduce  a 
pessary  into  her  vagina,  except  very  carefully,  would 
have  ruptured  the  hymen.  What  she  suffered  by  its 
presence  in  her  bladder  I  cannot  describe. 

Prof.  Storer,  in  his  reported  case,  reasons  most  admi- 
rably in  favor  of  dilatation  of  the  urethra,  instead  of 
incising;  and  if  he  never  before  or  since  had  performed 
an  operation,  he  will  stand,  from  the  results  of  the  case  I 
am  now  reporting,  at  the  head  of  medical  logicians,  and 
as  the  most  persevering  and  patient  surgeon  on  record. 
After  detailing  his  "slippings,  nippings,  turnings,  suf- 
ferings,"—  failures  that  would  have  deterred  any  other 


•  New  York  Medical  Record,  July  15,  18C8. 

t  Kc|)ortod  at  tho  twenty-eighth  regular  meeting  of  the  Qy naDCological  Society. 
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man,  —  he  says,  "But  at  last,  by  a  fortunate  coincidence 
of  patience,  continued  manipulation,  and  forcible  pres- 
sure, a  point  of  the  instrument  was  engaged  in  the  ure- 
thral aperture,  was  protruded  by  pressure  from  behind 
within  the  vagina,  was  seized,  the  three-quarters  rotation 
was  effected,  and,  to  the  joy  of  us  all,  there  came  the 
safe  deliverance."  ^obly  was  it  done,  handsomely  was 
it  detailed,  and,  iu  comparison  with  incisions  into  the 
urethra  and  their  almost  certain  fistulas,  the  lesson  was 
noblest  of  all,  for  it  was  not  only  successful,  but  or^^^^^ia? 
and  sldlfid^  as  "  after  twenty-four  hours'  use  of  linseed^ 
poultices,  the  patient  was  sitting  up  and  enjoying  a  hearty 
meal." 

In  his  report  to  me  of  the  third  case,  he  quaintly  re- 
marks, "  We  shall  soon  have  quite  a  literature  of  vesical 
pessaries."   I  trust  not,  for  the  honor  of  the  profession."^ 

I  have  heard  that  it  took  Dr.  Storer  four  hours  and  a 
half  to  remove  the  first  pessary.  In  the  case  by  sec- 
tion of  the  urethra  that  I  now  report,  the  time  spent  was 
two  hours  and  a  half,  by  report  of  the  family,  "  and  the 
doctor  was  as  bloody  as  a  butcher." 

How  a  man  can  make  so  egregious  and  dangerous  a 
mistake  is  a  wonder  to  me,  and  I  cannot  treat  these 
cases  with  the  charity  of  Prof.  Storer.  I  cannot  under- 
stand how  a  pessary  can  be  thus  introduced,  and  the 
apology  made  in  this  case  still  more  embarrasses  me: 
"I  must  have  put  one  leg  into  the  urethra,  and  as  I 
reached  for  grease  to  anoint  my  fingers,  the  bladder 
must  have  sucked  it  in."  This  adds  obscurity,  and 
gives  the  bladder  powers  never  dreamed  in  any  phi- 
losophy I  have  ever  read  or  heard  of  as  yet. 

*  A  fourth  case,  of  removal  by  manipulation,  from  a  pregnant  woman  without  producing 
miscarriage,  is  reported  by  Dr.  By  ford,  of  Chicago,  in  the  ''Medical  Examiner  "  of  that 
city,  for  December,  1869,  p.  729.  —Eds. 
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ABERRATIONS  OF  GESTATION.      ' 

Bt  B.  H.  Catlin,  Mekiden,  Ct. 
[Communicated  to  the  Socieiy,  and  rend  AprillO,  1870.] 

Mrs.  S ,  aged  forty;  the  mother  of  two  children, 

one  twelve,  the  other  seven,  years  old.  Menstruated 
the  middle  of  July,  18G8.  A  month  after  this  she  had 
symptoms  of  pregnancy,  —  depraved  appetite,  enlarged 
breasts,  and  general  fulness  of  the  body.  At  the  proper 
time  she  felt,  or  rather  supposed  she  felt,  motion  of  the 
foetus.  At  the  end  of  five  months  there  was  some  hem- 
orrhage. It  did  not  come  on  suddenly;  was  not  profuse. 
I  first  saw  her  Jan.  27,  1869;  she  then  had  slight  hem- 
orrhage. I  was  apprehensive  of  placenta  praevia;  ad- 
vised her  to  keep  very  quiet.  Saw  her  again  Feb.  22; 
found  that  she  had  flowed  occasionally,  especially  after 
walking  or  other  exercise.  I  suggested  that  it  might 
be  a  case  of  placenta  praevia,  and  proposed  an  exami- 
nation. The  patient  objected,  being  then  in  good  gen- 
eral health,  and  not  in  immediate  danger.  Her  general 
appearance  did  not  indicate  a  pregnancy  of  seven 
months.  I  was  called  again  March  7,  and  made  a 
thorough  digital  examination,  and  by  pressure  upon  the 
abdomen  I  found  the  uterus  enlarged  to  about  the  size 
we  should  expect  at  the  end  of  the  third  month.  It 
was  now  nearly  seven  months  since  her  last  regular 
menstruation.  She  was  informed  that  if  she  conceived 
at  the  time  she  supposed,  there  must  be  an  arrest  of  de- 
velopment. It  seemed  unreasonable  to  suppose,  from 
the  history  of  the  case,  that  she  conceived  at  a  sul^se- 
quent  period.  It  could  hardly  be  supposed  that  the  ir- 
regularity of  menstruation  was  owing  to  the  approach 
of  the  menopause.     As  the  patient  was  a  remarkably 
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healthy  person,  and   the    occasional  flowing  slight,  I 
gave  her  more  liberty  to  exercise. 

March  24,  between  one  and  two  o'clock  a.  m.,  she 
had  severe  pain  in  the  back,  somewhat  periodical;  took 
a  powder  of  three-fourths  of  a  grain  of  morphine  with 
two  grains  of  acetate  of  lead,  which  relieved  her  pains ; 
but  getting  up  to  pass  water,  she  felt  something  passing 
into  the  vagina.  I  was  called,  and  saw  her  at  half-past 
three  A.  m.  On  examination,  found  a  small  placenta 
lying  in  the  os  uteri.  As  there  was  no  pain  or  hemor- 
rhage I  let  her  rest,  keeping  within  call.  She  rested 
well  till  the  next  morning,  when,  making  an  effort  to 
pass  urine,  something  escaped  into  the  vessel;  I  was 
soon  with  her;  she  was  very  comfortable,  no  pain  or 
hemorrhage.  I  found  the  placenta  and  membrane  had 
passed  without  rupture  of  the  latter.  They  were  quite 
offensive.  I  ruptured  the  membrane,  and  found  a  little 
dark-colored  offensive  fluid,  but  no  appearance  of  a 
foetus,  or  the  remains  of  one,  or  any  cord.  The  placenta 
was  smaller  than  at  the  full  time.  I  examined  the  ab- 
domen carefully,  but  found  no  extra-iiterine  tumor. 

She  had  a  sj^eedy  recovery,  and  is  now  (April  1, 
1870)  enjoying  perfect  menstruation  regularly. 

It  is  perhaps  somewhat  remarkable  that  I  have  an- 
other case  on  the  opposite  side  of  the  same  street,  at  only 
a  few  yards'  distance,  very  similar,  with  one  important 
difference. 

Mrs.  C menstruated    Sept.    1,    1869.      She    is 

thirty-seven  years  old,  the  mother  of  three  children. 
In  Jan.,  1870,  she  had,  while  on  a  journey,  slight  uterine 
hemorrhage,  which  continued  to  occur  occasionally, 
though  not  enough  to  affect  her  general  health,  which 
was  uniforml}^  good.  I  saw  her  only  once  previous  to 
the  28th  of  March,  1870,  when  I  found,  at  the.  last  date, 
upon  my  arrival  that  something  in  a  solid  form  had 
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passed  from  her,  whieh  on  examination  I  found  to  be  a 
placenta  and  meml)rana  uteri.  1  ruptured  the  mem- 
brane, and  found  a  small  fuetus.  The  head  and  body 
measured  just  three  inches  in  length.  The  arms  and 
legs  wei-e  rudimentary  in  size,  though  long  in  propor- 
tion to  the  bod3\  It  will  be  seen  that  it  lacked  but  a 
few  days  of  seven  months  after  the  last  regular  men- 
strual period. 

Both  of  these  patients  were  remarkably  healthy 
American  women,  never  having  had  any  uterine  dis- 
eases or  abortions. 


GASTROTOMY  FOR  THE  SAKE  OF  THE  MOTHER  AND 

NOT  OF  THE  CHILD. 

By  J.  H.  Butler,  Baltimore,  Md. 

[Communicated  to  the  Society,  and  read  March  15, 1870.*] 

On  the  20th  day  of  December,  18G9,  I  was  called,  in 
consultation  with  Drs.  Conner  and  Bohannan,  of  East 
Baltimore,  to  see  the  subject  of  this  report,  Jane  Long, 
a  colored  woman,  about  twenty-six  years  of  age. 

She  had  been  deformed  since  early  childhood.  The 
left  hip  had  been  ajffected,  probably  with  coxalgia,  and 
that  leg,  the  left,  was  strongly  flexed  upon  the  pelvis, 
and  fixed  immovably  in  position.  From  the  disuse  at- 
tendant upon  its  constrained  position,  the  limb  was  much 
atrophied.  The  only  means  of  locomotion  was  through 
the  agency  of  a  crutch  and  a  cane. 

She  was  married  in  1868,  and  was  taken  with  labor 
pains  about  one  week  before  my  visit.     She  was  under 


•  Presented  in  their  relations  to  midwifery,  the  Society  does  not  care  to  receive  papers 
upon  points  connected  with  child-bed.  The  above  cornraunication,  however,  is  of  interest 
to  gynajcologists,  ina>rauch  as,  the  child  being  dead  and  putrid,  the  operation  was  per- 
formed solely  to  save  the  uiother's  life.  —  £ds. 
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the  care  of  a  midwife  until  Dec.  18th,  when  the  doctors 
before  named  took  charge  of  her. 

I  saw  her  about  nine  o'clock  A.  m.,  on  the  20th.  The 
brain  of  the  child  had  been  evacuated  by  puncturing  the 
cranial  walls,  but  no  progress  had  been  made  thereby  in 
the  labor.  Upon  examination,  I  found  that  the  present- 
ing part  had  not  engaged  in  the  pelvis  proper,  but  was 
still  above  the  superior  strait.  The  excavation  and  out- 
let were  so  much  contracted  as  only  to  admit  the  pas- 
sage of  two  fingers  in  the  antero-posterior  diameter,  and 
in  the  tranverse  only  little  more  than  one  finger  could 
pass.  Two  inches  by  one  and  a  half  inches  would  cover 
the  greatest  measurement. 

Hoping  to  afford  relief  through  the  natural  channel, 
I  vainly  endeavored  to  employ  instruments.  Her  pulse 
at  this  time  was  feeble,  her  countenance  anxious,  her 
stomach  irritable,  and  a  constant  flow  of  blood  was  tak- 
ing place  through  the  vagina.  No  time,  therefore,  was 
to  be  wasted,  and  to  afford  the  woman  the  possible 
chance  for  life  the  Caesarean  section  was  performed. 

Under  chloroform  an  incision  was  made  through  the 
linea  alba,  from  above  the  umbilicus  to  near  the  os  pubis, 
the  uterus  opened  below  the  attachment  of  the  placenta, 
and  the  fluids  carefully  prevented  from  flowing  into  the 
abdominal  cavity.  The  child  was  in  a  partially  decom- 
posed condition,  and  was  without  difficulty  removed, 
the  placenta  extracted,  and  the  uterus  gently  kneaded 
and  held  in  position.  Some  little  time  elapsed,  however, 
before  it  was  sufficiently  contracted  to  admit  of  the  op- 
eration being  finished.  Some  eight  interrupted  sutures 
served  to  close  the  external  wound;  and  by  means  of 
sticking-plaster,  compress,  and  a  broad  bandage  the 
operation  was  complete. 

The  woman  rallied  well,  and  expressed  herself  as 
much  relieved.     Brandv  was  first  used  as  a  stimulant. 
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and  afterwards  opium.  One  grain  every  three  honrs 
was  given  to  quiet  all  peristaltic  action  of  the  intestines. 
Beef  tea  and  milk  were  also  ordered. 

G  p.  M.,  same  day.  —  Pulse  one  hundred ;  slej:)t  some 
since  morning;  took  nourishment;  uo  vomiting;  no  pas- 
sage of  urine,  consequently  the  catheter  was  introduced 
and  the  contents  of  the  bladder  evacuated;  some  blood 
discharged  from  the  vagina. 

21st,  9  A.  M.  —  Pulse  one  hundred  and  twenty.  Slept 
during  the  uight;  took  beef  tea  and  milk;  considerable 
discharge  from  the  wound;  no  tympanites;  very  little 
pain ;  catheter  introduced. 

6  p.  ]M.  —  Pulse  one  hundred  and  twelve.  Rested 
comfortably  during  the  day;  took  nourishment;  water 
drawn  off  from  the  bladder. 

22d,  9  A.  M.  —  Pulse  one  hundred  and  forty,  weak. 
Considerable  discharge  from  the  wound,  of  an  unhealthy 
character  and  offensive  odor;  stomach  irritable;  tympa- 
nitic distention  of  abdomen;  very  restless;  catheter  in- 
troduced. 

6  p.  M.  —  Pulse  one  hundred  and  thirty-two.  Rest- 
less and  uneasy;  all  pain  in  abdomen  gone;  stomach 
h'ritable;  no  water  in  the  bladder. 

23d,  11  A.M.  — Died. 

No  autopsy  was  allowed. 

I  think  the  result  in  this  case  would  have  been  differ- 
ent had  the  operation  been  performed  sooner,  inasmuch 
as  the  woman  presented  some  of  the  symptoms  of  pyae- 
mia, doubtless  caused  by  the  retention  of  a  dead  and 
rapidly  decomi)osing  foetus.  Again,  had  ergot  been 
given  immadiatdy  hefore  the  operation,  the  uterine  con- 
traction would  have  been  increased,  and  less  difficulty 
experienced  in  bringing  it  to  its  proper  size.  Should  I 
ever  again  have  the  same  operation  to  perform,  I  would 
promise  the  chloroform  by  the  administration  of  a  full 
dose  of  ergot. 
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EDITOEIAL  NOTES. 

Our  dead  lies  buried,  his  sod  strown  with  flowers, 
and  wet  with  our  tears.  "We  turn  now  to  our  hibor 
again,  with  a  stronger  determination  than  before,  had 
that  been  possible,  to  do  the  work  that  it  has  been  given 
us  to  do,  faithfully,  thoroughly,  and  fearlessly.  By  that 
departed  saint,  there  has  a  force  been  set  in  motion  in 
the  world,  to  the  increase  of  which,  each  according  to 
his  several  ability,  every  member  of  the  Gynaecological 
Society  stands  pledged.  Like  as  in  the  "Harry  Wads- 
worth  Club,"  the  personal  force  of  one  man,  bequeathed 
to  and  entering  iato  the  life  of  a  handful  of  zealous  dis- 
ciples, all  bent  upon  the  accomplishment  of  a  single  noble 
end,  soon  realizes  that  mystical  multiplication  by  which 
the  "ten  times  one  "  and  its  ten  spring  almost  with  the 
rapidity  of  magic  into  the  ten  times  a  thousand  and  its 
m3a-iad  of  willing,  receptive,  illumined,  and  efficiently 
acting  souls. 

Our  work  is  now  with  the  living.  As  prompters  of 
the  public  thought,  we  have  to  honor  the  good.  Equally 
is  it  our  duty  to  point  out  those  who  are  not  so. 


In  commencestg  the  third  volume  of  this  Journal, 
and  a  new  year  of  its  existence,  it  is  not  inappropriate 
for  us  to  thank  our  many  friends  for  their  cordial  co- 
operation. As  fellow-workers  we  account  all,  whether 
subscribers  or  not,  who  by  kind  words  of  or  to  us  have 
hghtened  our  toil. 

We  have  reason  indeed  to  be  thankful;  and  yet  in  all 
oiir  success  we  see  only  an  appreciation  of  the  Society 
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and  of  its  devoted  missionary  work.  When  the  Asso- 
ciation of  the  Editors  of  American  Medical  Journals,  in 
session  at  AVashington  on  the  evening  of  May  2d,  ap- 
pointed Dr.  II.  R.  Storer,  of  Boston,  as  its  President 
for  the  ensuing  year,  in  immediate  succession  to  the 
veteran  journalist.  Prof.  N.  S.  Davis,  of  Chicago,  it  was 
only  a  mark  of  respect  from  the  brethren  for  the  de- 
j^artment  of  science  to  which  he  is  devoted,  for  the  dear 
old  city  he  would  so  gladly  see  again  assuming  its 
place  in  the  medical  advance  guard,  and  for  the  patience 
and  perseverance  that  at  the  end  of  seventeen  years  of 
labor  are  but  fresher  than  ever. 

That  journalists,  professional  as  well  as  secular,  mould 
the  thoughts  of  their  readers,  is  as  true  as  that  they 
reflect  them.  What,  indeed,  can  compare  with  the  in- 
fluence of  the  press?  Before  its  batteries  those  who 
oppose  the  world's  progress  go  down  as  so  many  broken 
reeds.  Whether  it  be  a  single  man  or  an  organization 
of  men,  —  a  medical  college,  for  instance,  that  has  dared 
an  act  of  wrong,  —  let  but  a  certain  little  black  cross  be 
made  in  sober  earnest  against  the  name,  and  that  indi- 
vidual, or  circle  of  individuals,  makes  amends  or  it  is 
doomed.  Their  exposure  reaches  to  thousands  of  miles 
away,  and  as  blow  follows  blow,  each  harder  and  harder, 
while  resistance  grows  weaker  and  weaker,  friend  after 
friend  falls  away  from  the  evil-doers,  the  fountains  of 
their  support  are  dried,  and  if,  as  we  have  instanced,  it 
is  an  illy  cemented  medical  school,  containing  Avithin  it- 
self the  elements  of  its  own  ruin,  —  dry  rot  and  bur- 
rowing vermin,  —  it  totters  to  its  fall. 

We  are  indebted  to  Prof.  Davis'  courtesy  for  the  Pro- 
ceedings of  the  Editorial  Convention  in  advance  of  their 
publication.*   Reaching  us,  however,  as  we  go  to  press, 

•  They  will  be  found  in  full  in  the  "Chicago  Medical  Examiner"  for  July,  1870. 
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we  can  only  quote  a  single  sentence  from  the  admirable 
address  of  the  retiring  president:  ^^  You  who  control 
the  medical  press  hold  in  your  hands  the  main  avenues 
through  which  the  great  mass  of  the  medical  mind  can 
be  reached  and  influenced.  You  have  the  means  and 
the  power,  if  you  choose  to  use  them,  to  mould  the  pub- 
lic sentiment  of  the  profession,  and  concentrate  it  on  the 
accomplishment  of  any  desirable  object,  with  an  irre- 
sistible force." 

It  is  comforting,  to  have  a  realizing  sense  of  the  sup- 
port that  the  best  members  of  "the  Fourth  Estate"  now 
afford  to  each  other.  The  union  of  strength  and  of 
purpose  tends  to  a  far  vaster  outi-cach.  There  exists  al- 
ready in  Massachusetts,  for  instance,  an  Association  of 
the  Editors  and  Publishers  of  the  State,  conjoined  to- 
gether for  good  fellowship,  for  mutual  advantage,  and 
for  the  public  welfare.  We  were  permitted  to  officially 
attend  its  late  annual  meeting,  and  very  pleasant  excur- 
sion to  Gloucester,  on  June  14th,  and  we  reproduce  the 
prevailing  sentiment  of  that  occasion,  as  a  fitting  com- 
mentary upon  what  we  have  already  penned.  "  Edi- 
tors," said  one  of  the  representative  newspaper  men  of 
New  England,*  "  are  the  makers  of  public  opinion ;  they 
wield  the  public  sentiment,  and  the  power  cannot  be 
taken  from  them.  They  can  make  a  man,  or  lower  him; 
they  have  the  power  of  doing  him  a  great  injury,  or  a 
great  good.  With  these  responsibilities  upon  us,  it  is 
our  duty  to  guard  them  with  the  closest  supervision  and 
scrutiny."  This  we  have  sought  to  do  in  the  past.  It 
will  still  be  our  endeavor. 


After  the  :niews  of  Dr.  Simpson's  death  reached  us 
there  came  this  letter,  —  his  last.     While  it  shows  the 


*  Hon.  Charles  W.  Slack,  of  the  Boston  "Commonwealth." 
4 
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perfiTc-t  transj)arency  of  his  character,  his  truth fiihiess, 
and  Ills  quick  sense  of  honor,  not  personal  merely,  but 
regard! n<j^  those  who  Avere  gone,  it  contains  matter  very 
interesting  to  certain  parties  here  in  Boston.  Tradu- 
cers,  sUmderers,  —  we  do  not  hke  to  add,  wilful  falsifi- 
ers of  history,  —  it  remains  to  be  seen  whether  they  are 
also,  in  the  fiice  of  the  threefold  decision  that  has  now 
been  rendered  in  favor  of  Dr.  Horace  Wells  as  the  dis- 
coverer of  practical  anaesthesia,*  to  remain  apologists 
for  the  unblushing,  deliberate,  and  wicked  theft  com- 
mitted when  what  belongs  to  Hartford,  Ct.,  is  claimed 
for  the  Massachusetts  General  Hospital  and  for  the  city 
of  Boston. 

"52  Queen  St.,  Edinburgh, 

"25th  April,  1870. 

"Mv  DEAR  Dr.  Storer:  The  letter  to  Dr.  Bigelow 
will,  I  believe,  be  sent  out  to  you  to-morrow.  It  is  still 
in  an  incomplete  state,  but  I  have  not  had  strength  to 
work  more  at  it. 

"  Two  points  I  wished  to  have  alluded  to,  but  I  find 
I  have  omitted  them :  — 

"I.  Of  the  value  of  Dr. /Wells'  observations:  He 
himself  cites  in  his  ])amplilet  the  opinion,  which  is  too 
strong  ])ut  still  deserves  to  be  quoted,  of  Dr.  Marcy,  to 
the  following  effect:  ^I  beg  leave  to  offer  it  as  my  opin- 

•  I.  Vtj  Dr.  Simpson.  "  Reply  to  Dr.  Bigolow's  Second  Letter."  Supplement  to  this 
Journal  for  May,  1870. 

II.  iJy  the  Gynaecological  Society  of  Boston.  At  the  thirty-third  regular  meeting, 
held  on  May  3,  1870,  it  was  unanimously  decided,  upon  the  evidence  offered  by  a  Com- 
mittoe  ooDBisting  of  Drs.  Warner,  Sullivan,  and  Dutton,  who  had  faithfully  examined  into 
the  whole  matter,  that,  "after  careful  investigation  of  all  the  evidence  presented,  the  honor 
of  the  solution  f)f  the  problem  of  practical  anu^sthofia,  as  distinguished  from  the  suggestion 
of  any  especial  agent,  belongs,  without  the  shadow  of  a  doubt,  to  the  late  Dr.  Horace  Wells, 
of  Hartford,  Ct." 

III.  By  the  American  Medical  Association,  which  at  Washington,  upon  May  6th^  1870, 
at  the  rocommondiition  of  iti  Section  of  Practical  Me<licine  an<l  Obstetrics,  wliich  had  had 
before  it  living  witnesses  to  the  facts  in  the  case,  among  whom  Prof.  White,  of  Buffalo, 
anaoimously  coincided  in  tho  decision  telegraphed  to  it  by  the  Gynaecological  Society. 
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ion  that  the  man  who  first  discovered  the  fact  that  the 
inhalation  of  a  gaseous  substance  would  render  the  body 
insensible  to  pain,  during  surgical  operations,  should  be 
entitled  to  all  the  credit  or  emolument  which  may  accrue 
from  the  use  of  any  substance  of  this  nature.  This  is 
the  principle  —  this  is  the  fact  —  this  is  the  discovery. 
The  mere  substitution  of  ether  vapor,  or  any  other  arti- 
cle, for  the  gas,  no  more  entitles  one  to  the  claim  of  a 
discovery  than  the  substitution  of  coal  for  wood  in  gen- 
erating steam  would  entitle  one  to  be  called  the  discov- 
erer of  the  powers  of  steam.'  * 

"  II.  I  have  forgotten  to  allude  to  what  Dr.  Sinclair 
told  me  when  he  was  here  a  year  or  two  ago,  namely, 
that  he  could  not  use  chloroform  at  Boston,  in  conse- 
quence of  being  caballed  at  by  all  the  other  practition- 
ers of  the  city.  Surely  this  is  a  most  strange  and 
narrow-minded  policy  of  the  profession  of  a  town  like 
Boston,  pretending  to  be  enlightened  and  living  up  to 
the  spirit  of  the  age.  In  former  days,  amidst  the  many 
fierce  counterblasts  issued  to  prevent  the  use  and  spread 
of  tobacco.  Dr.  Bigelow  relates  that  in  the  Colony  of 
Massachusetts  an  Act  was  passed,  laying  a  penalty  upon 
any  individual  who  should  be  guilty  of  ^smoking  to- 
bacco within  twenty  poles  of  any  house.'  Are  the  mod- 
ern inhabitants  of  Massachusetts  as  a  general  body  to 
be  curbed  and  restrained  as  far  behind,  in  the  march  of 
intellect  regarding  the  influence  of  chloroform,  as  their 
forefathers  were  with  regard  to  the  influence  of  tobacco? 
All  such  sumptuary  notions  and  laws  end  in  nothing 
but  failure  and  discomfiture. 

"  And  now,  my  dear  Dr.  Storer,  may  God  Almighty 
bless  you  and  all  that  belong  to  you.  I  have  had  three 
severe  attacks  of  acute  rheumati&m  at  the  distance,  of 

*  Dr.  Horace  Wells'  Pamphlet  on  Nitrous  Oxide  Gas,  p.  20. 
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several  years'  interval;  this  last  has  been  the  most  se- 
vere of  all,  as  it  attacks  my  chest.  I  am  not  very  likely 
to  escape  its  effects,  and  am  in  extreme  debility;  but 
you  and  I  will,  I  hope,  meet  in  another  world,  —  for  I 
look,  as  I  hope  you  do,  for  salvation  to  Jesus,  and  to 
Jesus  only. 

^'In  writing,  I  make  use  of  the  hand  of  my  pupil. 
Dr.  Munro,  who  has  watched  over  me,  most  lovingly 
and  sedulously,  by  night  and  by  day. 

^^  Yours  ever, 

^^J.  Y.  Simpson." 

There  are  those  in  this  city  who  are  now,  their  fiilse 
glories  stripped  from  them  by  that  dead  hand,  going 
about  our  streets  with  poltroon  courage  and  with  flip- 
pant tongue,  defaming  Dr.  Simpson's  truthfulness,  hon- 
esty of  purpose,  and  mental  equipoise.  There  has  indeed 
been  lying  done,  but  not  by  him.  He  was  the  very  soul 
of  honor.  There  have  indeed  strange  instances  of  for- 
gctfulness  gone  upon  the  record,  and  of  lack  besides 
of  self-control.  Did  these,  however,  occur  in  Edin- 
burgh? Is  it  possible  that  the  great  Boston  authorities, 
to  whom  we  have  bowed  so  servilely  all  these  years,  are 
but  poor,  weak  mortals  like  the  rest  of  us,  after  all? 


At  the  request  of  Dr.  Simpson,  contained  in  one 
of  those  letters  from  his  dying  chamber,  we  compelled 
ourselves,  very  reluctantly,  to  temporarily  reopen  com- 
munication with  a  person  for  whom,  for  some  fifteen 
years,  we  have  entertained  only  the  most  supreme  indif- 
ference.* 


*  Tne  rcai>on  of  thi?  \b  stated  io  a  foot-note  to  the  Boston  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal, 
for  July  24,  ibjC,  p.  500. 
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"We  represented  to  him  that  it  was  Dr.  Simpson's 
belief  that  the  jDresent  editor  of  the  "  Boston  Medical 
and  Sm^gical  Journal "  was  a  fair-minded  and  honorable 
man,  and  that  as  such  he  could  not  refuse,  in  common 
courtesy,  to  lay  before  his  readers  the  reply  to  the  Sec- 
ond Letter  of  Dr.  Bigelow,  a  copy  of  which  we  sent 
him,  even  if  its  length  should  require  that  it  should  be 
printed  in  instalments. 

"We  publish  entire  the  answer  to  our  note."^  It  will 
be  perceived  that  it  is  addressed  to  Dr.  AYarner,  who 
was  kind  enough  to  place  our  missive  in  the  hands  of 
Dr.  P.,  and  not,  we  are  glad  to  say,  to  ourselves. 

It  will  be  recollected,  moreover,  if  it  is  indeed  this 
Journal  to  which  allusion  is  made,  that  having  presented 
the  first  of  the  "  Bigelow  papers  "  in  full,f  the  second 
of  them  —  the  then  ^^  final  "one  —  had  been  noticed  by 
us  at  much  greater  length  than  its  character  demanded, 
and  that,  like  its  predecessor,  also  published  by  Dr. 
P.,  it  was  essentially  an  attack,  and  not,  like  that  of 
Dr.  Simpson,  a  reply  to  an  attack.  Had  this  Journal 
been  the  first  to  publish  the  article  of  original  offence, 
its  conductors  would  have  been  delighted  to  admit  the 
answer,  however  damaging  it  might  have  been  to  their 
client  or  to  themselves.  Again,  had  Dr.  Bigelow  given 
us  any  intimation,  even  without  a  tithe  of  the  civility 


♦  "  Office  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal,  334  Washington  Street, 

"Boston,  May  8th,  1870. 
"  Dear  Sir  :  I  have  read  Sir  James  Simpson's  rejoinder.   It  occupies  about  twenty  pages, 
but  contains  little  that  is  new;  and  nothing,  as  it  seems  to  me,  that  invalidates  the  positions 
taken  by  Dr.  Bigelow. 

"  I  have  therefore  decided  to  postpone  inserting  it  in  this  Journal  for  the  present  ;  and 
perhaps  until  some  other  periodical  which  has  published  the  letters  of  Professor  Simpson 
shall  have  copied  Dr.  Bigelow's  reply  which  Sir  James  Y.  Simpson's  communication 
attempts  to  answer. 

"  Very  respectfully  yours, 

"LUTHER  PARKS. 
"Dr.  Warner." 

t  This  Journal,  February,  1870,  p.  110. 
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displayed  towards  Dr.  P.  by  Sir  James  Simpson,  that 
Ave  should  ivprint  his  second  abusive  letter,  ^whether 
in  part  or  in  full,  we  should  have  been  most  happy  to 
do  so.  As  it  was,  we  gave  reference  to  its  whereabouts; 
which  is  more  than  "the  great  organ"  did  with  regard 
to  the  Boston  reprint  of  Prof.  Simpson's  replies.  The 
feeble  plaint  of  our  provincial  Nonconformist  *  to  edi- 
torial fairness  Avill  be  recognized  as  his  first  public  ac- 
ceptance of  the  existence  of  this  Journal.  Now  a  year 
old,  however,  able  to  stand  alone,  and  its  teeth  Avell  cut, 
it  needs  no  such  unAvilling  patronage. 

That,  upon  more  sober  second  thought,  our  neighbor 
has  again  recognized  discretion  to  be  the  bettei*  part  of 
valor,  and  has  republished  the  uncorrected  press  copy  f 
sent  from  Edinburgh  to  Dr.  Bigelow,  that  that  gentle- 
man might,  if  possible,  be  shamed  into  better  behavior, 
does  not  render  his  position  any  the  less  ridiculous.  A 
vei*y  silly  act,  if  repeated,  becomes,  and  is  considered, 
stale.  It  will  be  recollected  that  our  contemporary 
Avaited  quite  a  while  for  an  English  copy  of  Dr.  Simp- 
son's First  Reply,  rather  than  use  that  furnished  him  by 
ourselves,  and  now,  rather  than  reprint  from  the  fair 
sheets  previously  placed  in  his  hands  at  Dr.  Simpson's 
OAvn  request,  he  has  reproduced,  as  he  says,  "  A^erbatim 
et  literatim,"  the  typographical  errors  which  the  dying 
man,  too  ill  to  read  the  proof  himself,  had  requested 
us  to  correct  for  him.  Such  conduct  will  be  recognized 
in  this  region  as  well  befitting  "the  Boston  School  of 
Medicine  "  to  Avhich  Sir  James  so  pointedly  alluded. 

*  It  is  an  odd  coincidence  to  have  a  Luther  behaving  in  this  way,  and  at  the  same  time 
to  havo  coiuo  into  possession  of  proof,  from  more  than  one  gentleman  with  whom  ho  has 
spoken,  that  a  certain  Calvin,  once  in  controversy  with  us,  by  forcing  his  unwilling  col- 
Itaguca  into  the  quarrel,  and  by  explaining  his  non-denial  of  our  charge  by  the  most 
cravj.-n  of  excuses,  was  guilty  of  the  meanest  of  all  cowardly  acts,  the  attempting  to  destroy 
an  antagonist  by  secret  blows.  Meant  to  bo  mortal,  thoy  havo  but  awakened  us  to  a  quicker 
life.  Wc  pardoned  the  first  offence,  but  for  these  there  can  be  forgiveness  only  after  ac- 
knowledged repentance. 

t  Boston  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal,  May  2C,  1870,  p.  390. 
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How  the  littleness  of  a  very  little  man  stands  boldly 
out  when  compared  with  a  truly  generous  nature,  such 
as  was  his  who  has  gone!  It  is  not  worth  our  while  to 
tilt  any  longer  with  a  shadow. 


The  discussion  permain^extly  closed,  says  Dr. 
P.,  "  by  Heaven's  solemn  fiat "  in  the  death  of  Prof. 
Simpson,  has  been  reopened  by  the  son  of  his  father, 
and  we  have  another  "Bigelow's  Sequel."*  "Final," 
used  by  these  gentlemen,  is  an  expression,  like  caout- 
chouc, very  elastic.  In  this  instance,  as  in  many  others 
in  history,  it  will  be  found  that  vexed  questions,  several 
of  them  at  a  time*,  have  been  settled,  by  raising  a  little 
our  point  of  outlook. 

"  ^  The  American  Medical  Association,' "  to  quote  Dr. 
Henry  J.  Bigelow's  quotations,!  "signalized  its  late 
meeting,  among  other  anomalous  and  extraordinary  do- 
ings, by  a  resohition  put  and  carried  just  before  sepa- 
rating, attempting  to  settle,  by  the  snap-judgment  of  a 
kind  of  caucus  vote,  a  question  of  discovery  in  science 
which  for  years  tasked  the  intelligence  of  scientific  men 
in  Europe  and  this  country." 

Unintentionally,  of  course,  the  preceding  paragraph 
entirely  misstates  the  truth.  The  Association,  so  far 
from  acting  hastily,  did  not  pass  upon  Dr.  Wells'  claim 
at  all  until  it  had  devoted  nearly  a  whole  session  of 

*  The  first  haying  been  "  A  Treatise,"  etc.,  etc.,  "  intended  as  a  Sequel  to  the  Pharmaco- 
peia of  the  United  States."     Boston:  Published  by  Charles  Ewer,  1822. 

f  Boston  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal,  May  26,  1870.  The  animus  of  these  quotation 
marks  is  evident  enough  when  it  is  recollected  that  the  gentleman  who  employs  them  was 
the  ringleader  of  the  malcontents  who,  in  1865,  undertook  to  prevent  the  session  of  the 
American  Medical  Association  at  Boston,  and  thus  to  give  it  its  *'  final "  coup  de  grace. 
The  round-robin  prepared  by  his  father,  signed  by  every  practitioner  of  middle  age  then 
living  in  Boston  who  was  supposed  by  the  conspirators  to  be  possessed  of  influence,  save  the 
late  Dr.  J.  Mason  "Warren,  Dr.  John  Jeffries,  and  Dr.  Bowditch,  who  refused  to  be  thus 
entrapped,  and  then  carried  to  the  pre-arranged  special  meeting  of  the  Suffolk  District 
Medical  Society  for  "the  snap-judgment  of  a  kind  of  caucus  vote,"  did  not  increase  the  obli- 
gations due  from  the  profession  in  this  country  to  the  family  of  whom  we  are  speaking. 
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its  Section  of  Practical  Medicine  and  Obstetrics  to  the 
consideration  of  the  question  wliich,  through'  Boston 
sophistry  and  Boston  arrogance,  had,  it  is  true,  for  so 
many  long  years,  tasked  the  intelligence  of  scientific 
men  in  Europe  and  this  countiy. 

That  question,  however,  before  it  reached  Washing- 
ton, had  been  stripped  naked  of  its  every  lure  and  dis- 
guise by  the  concurrent  investigations  of  Sir  James 
Simpson  and  the  Committee  of  the  Gynaecological 
Society,  who  had  given  to  it  several  months  of  careful 
study.  By  the  verdict  of  competent  and  disinterested 
judges,  neither  partisans,  nor  smirched  with  the  dirt 
of  personal  conflict,  the  late  Dr.  Horace  Wells,  of  Con- 
necticut, has  been  pronounced  the  discoverer  of  modern 
practical  anaesthesia.  This  verdict,  as  we  have  shown, 
has  been  over  and  over  again  repeated.  So  far  from  its 
being  true  that  Dr.  Wells  "narrowly  missed  a  great 
result,"  *  it  has  been  proved  to  a  demonstration  that  it 
was  from  him,  Dr.  Morton's  partner  in  business,  that 
the  *^ Boston  notion"  of  anaesthesia  was  stolen,  even 
while  this  city  was  hooting  at  his  unsuccessful  attempt 
to  introduce  it  here  a  year  previously,  —  unsuccessful, 
as  Dr.  Bigclow  now  for  the  first  time  acknowledges, 
simply  because  "  he  used  too  small  a  volume  of  gas,  and 
its  virtue  was  soon  exhausted."  f 

It  is  in  reality  only  subsequent  to  a  great  battle  such 
as  was  waged  among  us  a  quarter  of  a  century  ago, 
after  the  heat  of  the  strife  has  been  allayed  and  the  dust 
well  settled,  that  a  question  of  such  importance  can  be 
filially  adjudicated.  This  has  now  been  done,  and  the 
decision  of  the  American  Medical  Association  will  be 
accepted  by  the  profession  everywhere,  and  perma- 
nently, to  be  as  final  J  as  it  is  righteous. 

•  Boston  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal,  May  26,  1870,  p.  390.  t  Ibid.  p.  389. 

^  Iq  tho  true  and  not  the  Boston  sense. 
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Even  Boston  itself  will  soon  wheel  into  line  with  the 
rest  of  the  world,  as  it  is  already  so  rapidly  doing  with 
regard  to  other  of  its  pet  heresies.  ]Row  that  Simpson's 
death,  occurring  just  as  it  has  done,  will  endow  chloro- 
form with  a  more  precious  value  to  the  profession  at 
large  than  ever  before,  we  do  not  care  to  cite  Dr.  Rich- 
ardson's (of  London)  late  admirable  lecture  upon  the 
causes  of  its  in  reality  comparatively  small  mortality,^ 
nor  to  glory  in  the  overwhelming  defeat  of  its  assail- 
ants. The  "  California  Medical  Gazette  "  well  presents 
the  true  state  of  the  case,  when  it  says,  "  So  many  deaths 
from  chloroform  have  lately  been  reported,  that  the  ques- 
tion: Have  we  any  safer  anaesthetic?  becomes  more  and 
more  important,  both  to  the  profession  and  the  public. 
Boston  unhesitatingly  says  yes,  ether;  and  as  our  medi- 
cal brethren  of  Boston  are  honorable  men,  we  might 
ask  why  is  the  use  of  ether  confined  almost  exclusively 
to  Boston.  The  fact  is,  that  the  denunciation  of  chloro- 
form and  the  laudatory  reports  of  ether  by  Bostonians, 
are  considered  by  the  profession  generally  as  unfair  and 
unreliable."  f 

AVe  regret  most  sincerely  that  our  native  city  has 
ever  been  placed  by  the  folly  or  blindness  of  some  of  its 
townsmen  in  so  false  and  ridiculous  a  position  as  it  now 
must  occupy.  We  regret,  moreover,  that  so  estimable 
a  gentleman  as  our  venerable  preceptor,  the  Emeritus 
Professor  of  Materia  Medica  in  Harvard  University, 
should  have  lived  to  see  so  large  a  portion  of  the  ardu- 


*  No  one  of  course  will  be  foolish  enough  to  suppose  that  we  consider  any  anaesthetic, 
any  more  than  any  other  drug,  to  be  invariably  free  from  the  chance  of  an  accident.  We 
ourselves,  within  a  week  or  two,  anaesthetizing  a  patient  for  Dr.  Cheever,  had  her  faint 
while  under  chloroform.  There  had  been  a  fracture  of  the  arm  immediately  after  a  hearty 
meal,  and  there  was  excessive  nausea  during  the  exhibition  of  the  anaesthetic.  A  resort  to 
appropriate  measures  quickly  re-awoke  the  pulse  and  re-established  respiration.  Who,  with 
any  considerable  experience,  has  not  had  the  same  threatening  of  mischance  occur  with 
sulpliuric  ether? 

t  Loc.  citat.,  May,  1870,  p.  201. 
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ous  labors  of  a  lengthy  life  expended,  as  they  have 
been,  upon  the  false  pretences  of  the  deceiving  Morton 
and  the  bamboozled  Massachusetts  General  Hospital,  so 
incontinently  brought  to  nothing.  We  trust  that  he  will 
accept,  in  resignation,  the  conclusion  that  is  now  a  fore- 
gone one.  If  he  does  not,  we  can  only  commend  to  him 
his  own  suggestive  and  very  elegant  doggerel  when 
arriving  at  home  from  his  late  Californian  journey:  "Ye 
pilgrim  of  the  Yo  Semite,  AVhose  courage  naught  can 
daunt,  Push  onward  to  your  destiny,  And  ^see  the 
elephant ' !  "  ^ 


Twice,  dutitxg  the  month  of  May,  was  the  old  and 
well-beloved  motto  of  Massachusetts,  "Ense  petit  placi- 
dam  sub  libertate  quietem,"  applied  to  the  solution  of 
intricate  professional  problems,  which,  left  to  themselves, 
would  have  long  vexed  us  all.  Gordian  knots  occasion- 
ally present  themselves  to  every  man  and  every  body 
of  men.  Happy  they  whose  sword  is  keen  and  whose 
hand  unswerving  to  cut  them!  Dangerous  delays,  dis- 
honorable compromises,  the  enshackling  nets  of  a  wily 
foe,  are  thus  best  swept  away. 

On  some  three  or  four  occasions  previously,  the  Amer- 
ican Medical  Association  had  been  subjected  to  w^hat 
was  supposed,  at  each  time,  the  critical  test  of  its  power 
of  continued  existence.  The  strongest  strains  of  all 
upon  it  had  been  of  a  political  character.  At  the  out- 
break of  the  war  and  at  its  close,  the  rupture  between 
North  and  South  and  the  reunion  of  the  severed  frag- 
ments, —  these  furnished  fiery  ordeals  that  separated 
much  dross  from  the  pure  gold.  What  vile  material  w\as 
still  left  in  combination,  —  and  there  was  more  of  it  than 
any  one  had  supposed,  —  was  subjected  to  a  furnace  at 

♦  Boston  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal,  June  16,  1870,  p.  4C6. 
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Washington  heated  seven  times  hotter  than  ever  before. 
During  the  session  of  the  Association,  and  since  that 
session,  never  were  there  more  unseemly  exhibitions  of 
testy  temper,  disappointed  ambition,  and  frustrated  in- 
cendiarism than  have  filled  the  professional  journals  and 
secular  newspapers,  especially  at  the  jS^orth.  We  were 
in  the  midst  of  the  tempest  and  cognizant  of  its  every 
breath.  It  was  indeed  permitted  to  us,  through  Provi- 
dence, to  assist  in  giving  the  turn  to  the  helm,  which  at 
last,  despite  the  palsied  inefficiency  of  the  presiding  offi- 
cer, carried  the  Association  through  and  past  all  break- 
ers into  the  calm  of  absolute  and  permanent  safety. 

l^ever  had  a  trap  been  more  skilfully  set  than  that 
laid  by  the  unscrupulous  politicians  of  Howard  Uni- 
versity; never  a  puzzle  more  ingeniously  contrived. 
Like  many  a  similar  junto,  however,  that  cabal  came  to 
excessive  grief.  Hoist  with  their  own  petard,  strangled 
with  their  own  wires,  choked  with  their  own  unsavory 
bolus,  these  men  were  made  to  stand  before  the  Asso- 
ciation, convicted,  by  their  own  confession,  of  most  un- 
professional and  dishonorable  conduct.  Ignoring  the 
fact  that  the  Fifteenth  Amendment  to  the  Constitution 
of  the  United  States  had  practically  extinguished  the 
last  faint  embers  of  the  Rebellion,  these  mischief-makers 
had,  wholly  against  his  will,  taken  the  negro,  already 
licensed  to  practise  in  the  District  of  Columbia,  and 
empowered  to  consult  and  be  consulted  by  white  prac- 
titioners, and  had  endeavored  to  force  him  into  social 
intercourse  with  the  Southern  gentlemen  pursuing  their 
profession  in  the  District.  It  was  a  deliberate,  cold- 
blooded attempt  to  cram  negro  equality,  or  rather  negro 
worship,  down  their  throats,  to  use  a  homely  expression. 
It  was  intended  as  a  malicious  insult,  and  no  one  has  a 
right  to  complain  that  it  was  so  taken.  Our  language 
must  not  be  misunderstood.     We  are  Northern  men, 
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who  looked  at  this  matter  from  a  Northern  stand-point. 
Every  word  that  we  have  said  was  proved  true  by  facts 
that  were  publicly  elicited  in  open  meeting  upon  the 
final  day  of  the  session. 

If  the  Southern  members  of  the  profession  had  been 
treated  as  gentlemen  in  this  matter,  —  which  dates  back 
through  a  period  of  several  months  pvior  to  the  meeting 
of  the  Association,  during  which  time  we  ourselves  were 
in  receipt  of  all  the  printed  matter  published  by  both 
parties  to  the  controversy,  and  of  many  private  letters 
besides,  —  if  these  gentlemen  had  been  treated  as  such, 
the  negro,  had  he  been  properly  presented  as  a  delegate 
from  any  medical  college,  society,  or  hospital,  recogniza- 
ble by  the  Association,  or  not  infringing  its  Code  of  Eth- 
ics, would  at  once  have  been  admitted  to  membership, 
by  the  Southern  as  well  as  the  Northern  vote.  Exam- 
ples enough  of  the  decolorizing  process  had  been  set 
that  could  have  been  followed  by  even  the  most  punc- 
tilious cavalier,  and  there  were  Southern  men  at  that 
meeting,  true  to  their  flag  while  it  waved,  but  accepting 
the  stern  necessity  of  their  fortune,  who  came  prepared 
to  shake  hands  in  mutual  fidelity  again,  and  with  in- 
fluence to  make  the  compact  an  universal  one.  The  mo- 
ment the  opportunity  was  given,  how  gallantly  it  was 
all  done!  It  had  seemed  as  though  there  must  be  a  rup- 
ture ;  great  bodies  of  men,  both  from  the  North  and  from 
the  South,  had  met  and  had  pledged  themselves  to  with- 
draw from  the  Association,  if  certain  threatened  occur- 
rences took  place.  Had  there  been  such  a  severance, 
the  work  of  all  these  years  would  have  gone  to  annihi- 
lation, for  the  Association,  as  a  national  body,  would 
never  have  assembled  a^ain. 

Dr.  Sullivan's  motion  was  then  put.  It  was  voted 
down,  thanks  to  the  pusillanimity,  indiflerence,  or  wilful 
absenteeism  of  Northern  men.     But  it  served  to  pave 
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the  way  for  the  motion  by  Dr.  Storer,  which,  in  a  mo- 
ment, as  soon  as  its  trne  meaning  flashed  through  the 
minds  of  that  stormy  crowd,  was  caught  at  by  a  spontane- 
ous, universal  movement,  and  was  passed  at  once  by  an 
overwhelming  majority.  It  was  no  compromise,  nor  was 
it  intended  as  one.  It  was  no  yielding  to  pressure  from 
either  side.  It  was  neither  hoodwinking  nor  "being 
hoodwinked,"  to  quote  the  infuriated  words  of  an  impe- 
rious Senator,  who,  at  his  breakfast-table  immediately 
afterwards,  undertook  to  deny  to  others  the  same  lib- 
erty of  thought  and  action  he  has  always  arrogated  to 
himself.  It  was  not  treating  the  Southern  members  as 
"  devils  incarnate,"  to  speak  from  a  similar  high  author- 
ity, nor  was  it  planting  asses'  ears  upon  the  I^orth.  It 
was  simply  affording  dry  land  and  an  olive-branch  to 
those  who  were  quarrelling  about  a  question  that  had 
never,  in  reality,  been  presented  to  the  Association,  and 
who  were  in  just  the  mood  to  hail  the  ray  of  light  which 
showed  them  what  they  had  to  do,  and  the  proper  way, 
the  honorable  way,  and  the  only  way,  in  which  to  do  it. 
Disappointed  ultra  radicals,  incendiaries  at  the  ^I^orth, 
may  howl  or  they  may  exult,  for  they  are  doing  both; 
befogged  partisans  at  the  South  may  question  and 
doubt,  for  they,  too,  are  equally  at  fault ;  but  the  calm 
and  impartial  historian  of  the  profession  will  by  and  by 
sjDcak  of  May  6th,  1870,  as  the  time  when  our  Associa- 
tion was  in  its  greatest  peril  at  the  hands  of  assassins, 
and  the  time  when  it  trod  its  enemies  into  the  dust 
under  its  feet. 


"  That  it  would  expel  the  American  Medical 
Association,"  was  what  the  ancient  wire-pullers  here 
predicted  of  the  Annual  Meeting  of  the  Massachusetts 
Medical  Society.     Of  late,  however,  it  has  been  found 
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that  all  the  fury  of  these  bhisterers  ends  in  very  trans- 
parent smoke,  which  vanishes  before  the  wave  of  a 
determined  hand. 

^^ Expel  the  Association,"  indeed!  Tried  at  Wash- 
ington upon  the  charge  of  most  improper  practices,  made 
against  it  in  formal  memorial  by  the  Gynaecological 
Society,  and  found  guilty  of  them  all,  subjected  to  the 
discipline  of  probation,  and  sentenced,  moreover,  to  a 
refusal  of  representation  at  any  future  session  of  the 
Association  until  it  should  pui-ge  itself  of  every  con- 
tempt, the  Massachusetts  Medical  Society  at  its  last 
meeting  did  what? 

I.  It  repealed  that  Section  of  its  By-Laws  which  had 
allowx'd  an  unchallenged  admission  to  the  Society  to 
graduates  of  the  Harvard  Medical  School,  npon  the 
mere  presentation  of  their  diploma,  Avhile  the  graduates 
of  all  other  colleges  in  this  country  were  compelled  to 
undergo  an  invidious  examination. 

II.  It  expelled  from  its  fellowship  "all  those  who 
pul^licly  profess  to  practise  in  accordance  with  any  ex- 
elusive  dogma,  w^iether  calling  themselves  homoeopaths, 
hydropaths,  eclectics,  or  what  not,  in  violation  of  the 
Code  of  Ethics  of  the  American  Medical  Association." 
Of  these  camp-followers,  as  is  well  known,  there  were 
scores  in  fidl  standing  w^ith  the  Society,  a  large  propor- 
tion of  them,  it  has  been  claimed  by  one  of  their  own 
journals,  graduates  of  Harvard  College. 

It  will  be  perceived  that  the  action  of  the  Society  with 
regard  to  this  point  does  not  require  the  concurrence  of 
the  Councillors,  no  alteration  of  any  by-law  being  in- 
volved. 

Till  now  for  many  years  the  Society  has  been  ruled 
by  the  self-styled  cream  of  the  profession.  That  cream 
has  at  last  been  skimmed  off  and  churned.  It  did  not 
give   the   promised   product,  neither   rich    butter,  nor 
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starveling  cheese  even;  but  this  is  not  surprising.  From 
nothing,  nothing  can  be  made.  False  prophets  and 
usurping  school-masters  that  day  fell.  The  Society 
showed  in  an  unmistakable  Avay  that  there  was  a  deal 
of  life  left  to  it  yet,  and  that  it  meant  that  hereafter 
the  Councillors,  its  servants,  should  not  be  its  masters. 
Thus  twice  in  the  month  of  May  was  the  motto  of  Mas- 
sachusetts vindicated  by  Massachusetts  men. 

That  the  action  of  the  Society  at  large  with  reference 
to  Harvard  College  has  yet  to  be  endorsed  by  the  con- 
current vote  of  the  Councillors,  in  no  way  lessens  the 
forward  stride  that  has  been  eflected.  Their  wise  men 
prophesy  again,  —  that  this  endorsement  will  not  occur. 
Then  let  the  Councillors  look  to  their  heads.  More  than 
one  of  them,  practically  dead,  was  laid  out  at  the  May 
meeting,  and  professionally  buried.  The  October  meet- 
ing ma}^  do  as  much  for  some  of  the  rest. 

The  Society  understands  that,  in  correcting  the  two 
abuses  above  indicated,  it  has  but  commenced  the  work 
of  reform.  There  are  otlier  as  important  changes  neces- 
sary; to  these  we  shall  hereafter  call  attention. 


^^  The  back  track  "  is  what  cautious  travellers  take, 
when  they  see,  or  think  they  see,  certain  destruction 
before  them.  To  suddenly  reverse  an  engine  under  full 
headway  means  one  of  two  things,  excessive  prudence 
or  excessive  fear.  It  is  with  no  common  satisfaction 
that  we  chronicle  the  admission  of  our  associate.  Dr. 
Bixby,  into  the  Massachusetts  Medical  Society,  in  view 
of  his  previous  so  suspicious  rejection,  to  which  w^e 
have  more  than  once  already  alluded.  Determined 
never  again  to  present  himself  as  a  candidate  until  the 
iniquitous  compact  of  the  Society  with  Harvard  Col- 
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lege  had  been  repealed,  and  availing  himself  of  the  first 
opportunity  to  do  so  after  this  had  been  done;  his  suc- 
cess can  hardly  imply  a  change  in  his  ability  within  so 
short  a  period,  but  rather  a  retreat  from  their  perilous 
position  by  the  Boston  Censors. 

W.  L. 

H.  R.   S. 


It  was  with  sfn'CERE  regret  that  we  learned  of  the 
destruction  by  fire  of  the  edition  for  May  of  the  ^^  New 
York  Journal  of  Obstetrics."  Dr.  Dawson  has  shown 
himself  so  well  fitted  for  the  conduct  of  a  medical  peri- 
odical of  the  highest  class,  that  he  will  have  the  S3^m- 
pathy,  not  merely  of  the  fraternity  of  medical  editors  and 
his  large  number  of  subscribers,  but  of  the  whole  pro- 
fession. 

ISTew  York  has  reason  to  be  proud  of  its  medical 
press.  The  ^^  Record,"  published  every  fortnight  by 
Wm.  Wood  &  Co.,  and  edited  by  Dr.  Geo.  F.  Shrady; 
the  weekly  "  Gazette,"  managed  by  Dr.  A.  L.  Carroll, 
and  issued  by  Turner  &  Mignard;  the  monthly  ^^  Medi- 
cal Journal"  of  Dr.  Dunster;  the  quarterly  of  Psy- 
chological Medicine,  conducted  by  Dr.  Hammond,  and 
published,  like  the  last,  by  Appleton  &  Co.;  the  Oph- 
thahnological  "Archives,"  and  Syphilographical  "Jour- 
nal," are  each  of  them,  like  that  we  mentioned  above, 
well  worthy  a  place  in  every  library.  To  distinguish 
between  their  merits  would  be  as  difficult  as  invidious, 
though  each  has  its  distinctive  characteristic.  The  ed- 
itorials of  the  "Record"  and  "Gazette,"  however,  can 
truly  be  said  to  exercise  a  very  controlling  influence 
upon  what  may  be  termed  the  medical  politics  of  this 
country. 
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PROCEEDINGS    OF    THE    SOCIETY. 

[lieported  by  Horatio  R.  Storer,  Secretftry.] 

TWENTY-SEVENTH  REGULAR  MEETING,  FEBRUARY  1,  1870. 

The  twenty-seventh  regular  meeting  of  the  Society 
was  held  on  Feb.  1st,  at  Hotel  Pelham,  the  President 
in  the  chair.  Present,  Drs.  Lewis,  Warner,  Sullivan, 
Campbell,  Bixby,  Dutton,  and  H.  R.  Storer,  and,  by  in- 
vitation, Drs.  E.  H.  Weston,  of  East  Cambridge,  M.  B. 
Leonard,  of  East  Boston,  and  Carl  Both. 

The  records  of  the  last  meeting  were  read  and 
accepted. 

Letters  in  acceptance  of  their  election  were  read  from 
Sir  Jas.  Y.  Simpson,  Edinburgh,  Honorary  Member, 
and  Drs.  Augustus  F.  Erich,  of  Baltimore,  F.  H. 
Getchell,  of  Philadelphia,  John  Byrne,  of  Brooklyn, 
N.  Y.,  and  Thomas  C.  Finnell,  of  New  York  City, 
Corresponding  Members. 

A  photograph  of  Dr.  Getchell,  of  Philadelphia,  Cor- 
responding Member,  and  an  engraving  of  Prof.  Gross, 
of  Philadelphia,  Honorary  Member,  added  to  the  So- 
ciety's collection,  were  exhibited. 

Entered,  according  to  act  of  Congress,  in  the  year  1870,  by  Horatio  R.  Storer,  M.D., 

in  the  OflBce  of  the  Librarian  of  Congress  at  Washington. 
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The  following  donations  to  the  Library  were  an- 
nounced: from  Dr.  Domenico  Peruzzi,  of  Lugo,  Italy, 
his  nionogra})h  upon  Gastrotomy  for  Uterine  Fibroids; 
from  Dr.  eTosej)h  G.  Iviehardson,  of  Philadelphia,  his 
pa[)er  on  the  Diagnostic  Value  of  the  Corpuscular 
Blood  Elements  in  the  Urine  of  Bright's  Disease;  and 
from  Dr.  John  Byrne,  of  Brooklyn,  X.  Y.,  papers  on 
Pelvic  Hematocele  and  the  Surgical  Treatment  of 
Chronic  lietroversion,  both  by  himself. 

The  Secretary  read,  in  accordance  w^ith  the  rules  of 
the  Society,  the  application  of  Dr.  Edward  IL  Weston, 
of  East  Cambridge,  for  nomination  as  an  Active  Mem- 
ber. 

Dr.  Bixby  exhibited  a  form  of 

UTERLSTE   DRESSING   FORCEPS, 

of  his  own  device,  but  which  he  had  subsequently 
ascertained,  was  very  similar  to  those  of  Maw  and  Son, 
exhibited  at  the  Special  Meeting  of  the  London  Obstet- 
rical Society,  for  the  exhibition  of  instruments,  held 
on  March  28th,  1866.*  The  handles  of  the  instrument 
w^ere  bent  perpendicularly  at  nearly  a  right  angle,  for 
the  purpose  of  removing  the  hand  of  the  operator  from 
the  axis  of  vision. 

Dr.  Warner  considered  the  change  in  the  shape  of 
the  instrument  no  advantage,  but  rather  the  reverse. 

Dr.  vStorer  thought  that  this  would  de])end  very  much 
upon  the  position  of  the  patient  during  the  application, 
w^hether  she  were  on  her  back  or  on  her  side.  If  in  the 
latter  position,  there  might  be  less  interference  with 
the  rays  of  light  by  the  operator's  hand. 

Dr.  Warner  considered  that  while  the  side  w\as  the 
best  position  for  digital  exploration,  it  was  inferior  to 
the  back  for  applications  by  means  of  the   s|)eculum. 

♦  Catalogue  of  Obstetrical  and  other  Instruments.    Loudon:  Lungmans,  Green,  «t  Co., 
1867,  p.  111. 
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In  the  choice  of  this  instrument  he  thought  Dr.  Storer's 
modification  of  the  Cusco  the  best  for  the  side,  while 
the  quadrivalve  best  satisfied  the  indications  where  the 
patient  was  on  her  back. 

Dr.  Dutton  inquired  if  the  modified  Cusco  were  not 
the  best  for  immediately  bringing  the  os  uteri  Avithin 
the  field  of  vision  under  any  circumstances.  He  him- 
self considered  that  it  was. 

Dr.  Sullivan  considered  the  quadrivalve  better  than 
the  Cusco  for  making  applications. 

Dr.  Warner  asked  Dr.  Dutton  if  with  Cusco  he 
always  at  once  brought  the  os  into  view  in  cases  of  ex- 
treme anteversion. 

Dr.  Dutton  replied  that  he  could  not  recall  to  mind 
a  case  where  he  had  failed  to  efi'ect  it. 

Dr.  Storer  mentioned  that  the  possibility  of  doing 
so  would  depend  somewhat  upon  whether  the  uterus 
were  fixed,  or  no,  in  the  unnatural  position,  by  pelvic 
cellulitis,  cancerous  infiltration,  or  the  pressure  of  a 
tumor. 

Dr.  Storer,  recurring  to  the  subject  of  uterine  dress- 
ing forceps,  exhibited  a  simple  catch  that  he  had  several 
years  since  had  attached  to  the  ordinary  instrument,  by 
which  its  advantages  in  cleansing  the  os  uteri  by  cot- 
ton or  a  sponge,  and  in  applying  liquid  or  solid  sub- 
stances to  it,  were  greatly  increased. 

Dr.  Storer  also  exhibited  a  set  of 

IMPROVED    METALLIC    DILATORS   FOR   THE    CERVICAL 

CANAL, 

made  for  him  by  Leach  &  Greene,  to  be  used  in  the 
treatment  of  dysmenorrhoea,  sterility,  and,  where  neces- 
sary, to  precede  a  sponge  or  other  tent. 

The  ordinary  dilators,  made  of  soft  metal,  were  al- 
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together  too  flexible,  and  when  meeting  with  obstruction 
would  frequently  bend  upon  themselves.  Those  made 
of  hard  rubljer  were  too  brittle,  especially  the  smaller 
sizes.    He  considered  German  silver  preferable  to  either. 

Dr.  Bixby  demonstrated,  under  the  microscope,  the 
ri])rous  structure  of  sessile  intra-uterine  outgrowths  from 
two  cases  operated  upon  by  Dr.  Storer,  since  the  last 
meetinij:. 

Dr.  Both  exhibited  remarkably  beautiful  specimens 
of  several  i-are  medical  chemicals  from  the  establishment 
of  Mr.  Leopold  Babo.  Among  them  were  the  follow- 
ing: hydrate  of  chloral,  phosphoric  acid,  chloride  of  zinc, 
valerianic  acid,  alcoholic  extract  of  kousso,  nitrate  of 
cerium,  chloride  of  propylamin,  iodide  of  barium,  sul- 
phate of  the  cyanuret  of  potass,  nitrate  of  uranium, 
and  the  hydrochlorate  of  quinia. 

In  the  same  connection,  Dr.  B.  also  exhibited  a  dried 
lizard,  the  mate  to  which,  of  the  same  species  and  size, 
had  been  swallowed  by  a  German  patient,  after  being 
reduced  to  a  powder  by  trituration.  "  A  young  alli- 
gator" had  been  ordered  by  the  irregular  physician 
having  charge  of  the  case,  and  Mr.  Babo  had  procured 
the  lizards  referred  to,  as  sufllciently  near  to  what 
had  been  prescribed  for  all  practical  purposes.  The 
patient  had  subsequently  died,  in  spite  of  the  alligator. 

Dr.  Both,  referring  to  the  discussions  already  had  by 
the  Society,  regarding  uterine  injections,  stated  that, 
before  giving  up  general  practice,  he  was  accustomed 
to  employ  them  in  cases  of  uterine  hemorrhage,  as 
taught  to  him  by  his  preceptor,  Scanzoni,  and  without 
any  trouble. 

Dr.  Warner  thought  that  this  immunity  had  ]:>een 
owing  to  a  sj)asmodic  contraction  of  the  inner  sphincter, 
preventing  the  entrance  of  the  fluid  into  the  uterine 
cavity.     In  many  cases  of  displacement,  moreover,  it 
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was  impossible  to  insert  the  straight  nozzle  of  a  syringe 
past  the  inner  sphincter. 

Dr.  Bixby  alluded  to  Dr.  Kammerer's  paper,  favorable 
to  injections,  in  a  late  number  of  the  "Kew  York  Jour- 
nal of  Obstetrics." 

Dr.  Dutton  inquired  if  uterine  leucorrhoea  was  not 
generally  a  symptom  of  endometritis. 

Dr.  Warner  replied  that  this  was  very  apt  to  be  the 
case. 

The  Secretar}^  read  a  communication  from  Sir  James 
Y.  Simpson,  of  Edinburgh,  entitled  "Edinburgh's  Part 
in  the  History  of  Ansesthesia; "  it  being  a  reply  to  an  at- 
tack by  Dr.  Jacob  Bigelow,  in  a  late  number  of  the 
Boston  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal. 


[Prof.  Simpson's  paper  was  published  in  the  Journal  of  the  Society  for  Feb- 
ruary, 1870.] 


He  also  read  a  communication  from  Dr.  Samuel 
Kneeland,  of  the  Massachusetts  Institute  of  Technol- 
ogy, written  in  behalf  of  a  Committee,  of  which  he  was 
a  member,  desiring  the  assistance  and  influence  of  the 
Society  towards  erecting  a  monument  to  the  late  Dr. 
"Wm.  T.  G.  Morton,  and  extending  aid  to  the  members 
of  his  family,  in  commemoration  of  his  services  in  intro- 
ducing to  the  world,  anaesthesia  during  surgical  and 
obstetrical  operations. 

A  spirited  discussion  followed  the  reading  of  Dr. 
Kneeland's  letter,  participated  in  by  the  President,  Dr. 
Lewis,  and  Drs.  Sullivan  and  Both,  with  the  result  of 
the  election  of  a  Committee,  upon  Dr.  Sullivan's  mo- 
tion, with  instructions  to  examine  into  the  whole  sub- 
ject of  the  conflicting  claims  of  Drs.  Morton  and  Jack- 
son, and  to  report  at  the  next  meeting. 
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The  President  appointed  Drs.  Sullivan,  Warner,  and 
Dutton,  as  members  of  this  Committee. 
Dr.  Sullivan  read  a  paper  upon 

THE   USE    OF   DIGITALIS   IX   UTERINE   HEMORRHAGE. 

[Dr.  Sullivan's  communication  was  published  in  the  Journal  of  the  Society 
for  June,  1870.] 

Dr.  Bixhy  stated  that  he  had  lately  employed  digitalis 
in  a  couple  of  cases  of  menorrhagia,  according  to  Dr. 
Sullivan's  advice,  and  with  excellent  effect. 

Dr.  Warner  regretted  that  Dr.  Sullivan  had  not  ex- 
hibited the  digitalis  by  itself,  uncombined  with  any 
astringent,  in  all  the  cases  which  he  had  reported. 

Dr.  Sullivan  replied  that,  in  a  large  proportion  of 
them,  he  had  used  it  alone;  in  sufficient,  certainly,  to 
establish  the  fact  to  which  he  had  drawn  attention. 

Dr.  Weston  inquired  if  Dr.  Sullivan  would  use  digi- 
talis in  cases  where  the  hemorrhage  had  been  sufficient 
to  cause  extreme  exhaustion. 

Dr.  S.  replied  that  he  would  not. 

dominations  were  made  and  referred  to  the  Commit- 
tee on  Membership. 

Adjourned. 


TWE5TT-EIOHTH  REGULAR  MEETING,    FEB.  15,  1870. 

The  twenty-eighth  regular  meeting  of  the  Society  was 
held  on  Feb.  15th,  1870,  at  Hotel  Pelham,  the  President 
in  the  chair.  Present,  Drs.  Lewis,  Warner,  Sullivan, 
Warren,  Bixby,  Weston,  and  11.  P.  Storer;  and,  by  in- 
vitation, Drs.  Alexander  R.  Becker,  of  Providence,  R. 
L;  S.  J.  McDougall,  J.  D.  Whelpley,  and  A.  E.  Mc- 
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Donald,  of  Boston;  Jonathan  Mann,  of  South  Boston; 
and  H.  A.  Martin,  of  Boston  Highlands. 

The  records  of  the  last  meeting  were  read  and  ac- 
cepted. 

The  Secretary  read  letters,  in  acknowledgment  of 
their  election  as  Corresponding  Members,  from  Drs. 
John  Buzzell,  of  Portland,  Me.;  M.  Calkins,  of  Spring- 
field, Mass.;  M.  B.  Wright,  of  Cincinnati;  and  J.  H. 
Baxter,  and  J.  O.  Stanton,  of  the  U.  S.  Army.  The 
photograph  of  Dr.  Stanton,  added  to  the  Society's  col- 
lection, was  exhibited,  and  the  following  donations  to 
the  library  announced:  from  Sir  James  Y.  Simpson,  of 
Edinburgh,  his  paper  upon  the  Therapeutic  Action  of 
Chloral,  and  a  London  reprint  of  his  letter  to  Dr.  Ja- 
cob Bigelow,  of  Boston,  published  in  the  February 
number  of  the  Society's  Journal;  from  Dr.  G.  J.  Fisher, 
of  Sing-Sing,  ]^.  Y.,  his  monograph  upon  Whether 
Malformations  or  Monstrosities  of  the  Foetus  in  Utero 
are  ever  produced  by  the  power  of  JNIaternal  Mental 
Emotions;  from  Dr.  John  C.  Hupp,  of  Wheeling,  West 
Va.,  the  Memorial  of  the  Medical  Society  of  that 
State,  in  favor  of  the  appointment  of  a  State  Geologist; 
and  from  Dr.  W.  M.  Wood,  Chief  of  the  j^aval  Bureau 
of  Medicine  and  Surgery,  his  Report  on  the  Difficulty 
of  Officering  the  Medical  Corps  of  the  ^avy ;  its  Causes 
and  the  Remedy. 

Dr.  Edward  H.  Weston,  of  East  Cambridge,  was 
elected  an  Active  Member  of  the  Society. 

There  was  presented,  on  behalf  of  Dr.  Weston,  from 
an  abortion  at  the  third  month,  an  enormously 

HYPERTROPHIED   PLACENTA, 

the  size  indeed  of  that  at  the  full  term,  with  several 
large  cysts  in  its  structure,  and  with  a  three  months' 
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foetus  still  attached.  There  being  some  doubt  as  to  the 
exact  lesion  present,  the  specimen  was  referred  to  a 
Committee,  consisting  of  Drs.  Bixby  and  Dutton,  for 
further  examination. 

Dr.  Becker,  of  Providence,  communicated  a  paper 
upon 

THE    SUr.GICAL    TKEATMEXT   OF   VAGINISMUS, 

relating  an  illustrative  case  which  had  previously  been 
mistaken  for  Pott's  Disease  of  the  Vertebrae. 

[Dr.  Becker's  communication  was  published  in  this  Journal  for  July,  1870.] 

Dr.  Lewis  inquired  the  frequency  of  actual  disease 
of  the  spine  in  females. 

Dr.  Becker  believed  that  its  frequency  was  very  gen- 
erally overrated. 

Dr.  Sullivan  seldom,  if  ever,  saw  in  the  cases  of 
young  women,  where  back-ache  was  so  prevalent,  any 
actual  disease  of  the  spine,  although,  in  his  early  medi- 
cal life,  he  had  been  taught  that  they  must  necessarily 
be  coincident. 

Dr.  Storer  called  attention  to  Dr.  C.  F.  Taylor's 
monograph  upon  the  Causes  of  Back- Ache  in  Amer- 
ican Women,  published  in  the  Transactions  of  the  New 
York  State  Medical  Society,*  and  to  his  own  remarks 
upon  the  subject  in  his  paper  upon  Scarification  of  the 
Uterine  Cavity,  read  before  the  same  bod^^f  portions 
of  which  were  quoted  by  Dr.  Pinkham,  in  his  memoir 
published  in  the  Gynaecological  Journal,  for  August, 
18G9. 

Dr.  Becker  referred  to  the  peculiar  irritation,  pro- 


*  Transactions  of  tho  Medical  Society  of  the  State  of  New  York,  18G4,  p.  126. 
t  Ibid.  ISGT,  p.  212. 
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ducecl  in  his  case,  by  the  use  of  a  vulcanite  dilator. 
Finding  the  glass  dilators  of  Sims  too  small  for  the 
purpose,  he  had  had  a  larger  one  constructed  of  the 
material  alluded  to;  but  a  similar  action  was  produced 
to  that  of  the  ordinary  rubber  overshoe  upon  the  foot, 
termed  "  heating."  The  dilator  had,  consequently,  to 
be  removed. 

Dr.  Storer  suggested  that  part  of  the  irritation  pro- 
duced by  pessaries,  which  were  now  generally  made  of 
vulcanite,  might  be  owing  to  the  cause  mentioned  by 
Dr.  Becker.  He  was  inclined  to  think  that  the  fre- 
quency of  vaginismus  had  been  underestimated  by  that 
gentleman.  lie  himself  recognized  the  two  distinct 
varieties  of  the  affection  pointed  out  by  Sims,  and  both 
so  productive  of  sterility.  Their  ti'catment  was  as  dif- 
ferent as  was  their  character.  In  the  first  and  most 
frequently  recognized  variety,  where  the  affection  was 
confined  chiefly  to  the  neighborhood  of  the  posterior 
fourchette,  he  had  repeatedly  ojoerated  successfully  by 
the  Y-shaped  incision  of  Sims,  and  subsequent  dilata- 
tion by  his  glass  dilating  horns. 

In  one  of  these  instances,  the  lady  had  been  married 
for  twenty-six  years,  without  coitus  having  been  once 
effected,  previous  to  the  operation.  In  other  cases  he 
had  employed  the  method  first  suggested  to  him  by  Dr. 
Alfred  C  Post,  of  ISTew  York,  several  years  since,  of 
forcibly  rupturing  the  lower  vaginal  sphincter  by  the 
separation  of  the  two  thumbs  or  the  introduction  of  the 
clenched  fist,  of  course  under  chloroform.  In  other 
instances  he  had  found  the  spasm  and  pain  occasioned 
by  the  presence  of  some  local  cause  of  irritation,  just 
as  occurs  in  the  case  of  the  sphincter  ani,  and  he  re- 
lated a  case  lately  treated  by  himself  and  Dr.  Warner, 
where  the  whole  trouble  was  owing  to  a  small  specific 
ulcer,  which  rapidly  yielded  to  appropriate  treatment. 
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There  were  still  other  cases,  of  which  he  reported  types, 
where  the  hvpera3sthesia  was  occasioned  by  the  pas- 
sage of  irritating  vaginal  or  uterine  leucorrhoeal  dis- 
charges, without  the  presence  of  abrasion;  and  others 
still  where  the  neuralgic  exaltation  was  of  purely  a 
secondary  and  reflex  character,  —  the  treatment  requir- 
ing to  be  in  accordance  with  the  cause. 

The  second  variety,  where  the  spasm  was  of  the  up- 
per portion  of  the  vagina,  and  often  unattended  by  pain, 
producing  immediate  ejaculation  of  the  seminal  lliiid 
out  of  the  canal  again  after  coitus,  he  believed  to  be 
also  far  more  common  than  was  generally  supposed, 
and  to  be  a  valid  cause  of  many  otherwise  unaccounta- 
ble cases  of  sterility.  He  had  seen  no  satisfactory  treat- 
ment suggested  by  Sims,  or  any  other  author.  In 
practice,  however,  he  had  found  benefit  by  the  insertion 
of  a  small  Meigs'  ring,  which,  by  surrounding  the  cer- 
vix uteri,  prevented  complete  spasm  of  the  vaginal  cul- 
de-sac,  and  in  this  way  allowed  a  portion  of  the  seminal 
fluid  to  remain.  In  other  cases  he  had  advised  that  the 
parties  should  not  separate  themselves  till  a  period  of 
some  minutes  had  elapsed  after  the  completion  of  the 
conjugal  act. 

He  had  reason  for  believing  that  a  non-appreciation 
of  the  actual  and  curable  character  of  these  cases  had 
often  laid  the  foundation  of  a  suit  for  divorce.  Hus- 
bands could  not  understand  why  their  approach  should 
be  so  shunned  by  their  wives,  or  believe  that  the  suffer- 
ing, alleged  to  be  so  intense,  could  be  real.  It  was  the 
business  of  the  ph3^sician  to  ascertain  and  explain  the 
true  character  of  the  case,  and  thus  allay  a  vast  amount 
of  domestic  unhappiness. 

The  Secretary  read  a  paper  from  Dr.  George  E. 
Brickett,  of  Augusta,  Me.,  \\]}on 
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CHROiaO   INVERSIOIS^   OF   THE   UTERUS,  AS   GROUND  EOR 
A   SUIT   FOR   MALPRACTICE. 

[Dr.  Brickett's  case  was  published  in  tlie  Journal  of  the  Society,  for  May, 
1870.] 

Dr.  Dutton  related  a  ease  of  inversion  in  this  city, 
where,  although  three  physicians  had  been  in  attend- 
ance, the  lesion  was  not  detected  until  nine  months 
after  its  occurrence,  and  was  then  reduced.  The  hus- 
band of  the  patient  had  seriously  thought  of  instituting 
a  suit  for  malpractice  against  one  or  more  of  the  pre- 
vious attendants. 

Dr.  Martin  had  been  familiar  with  the  details  of  the 
same  case. 

Dr.  Storer  remarked  upon  the  great  progress  that 
had  been  made  in  the  treatment  of  cases  of  chronic  in- 
version. Formerly,  they  were  supposed  incurable.  This 
was  still  the  opinion  of  some  members  of  the  profes- 
sion. He  had  known  a  patient  in  this  city,  within  a 
very  few  weeks,  to  be  sent  back  to  Europe  by  her  phy- 
sician, there  probably  to  wear  away  a  miserable  exist- 
ence, without  an  effort  being  made  for  her  relief.  Dr. 
S.  referred  to  the  success  of  Prof.  White,  of  Buffalo, 
Tyler  Smith,  of  London,  Emmet  and  Gaillard  Thomas, 
of  New  York,  and  others,  in  reducing  inversion  of 
many  years'  standing,  and  to  the  fact  that  in  cases  of 
the  kind  impregnation  had  subsequently  occurred. 

He  described  the  various  operative  procedures  re- 
sorted to,  particularly  the  ingenious  device  of  Dr.  Emmet, 
in  stitching  the  lips  of  the  os  uteri  together,  by  silver 
sutures,  for  the  double  purpose  of  preventing  reinver- 
sion,  and  obtaining  a  completion  of  the  cure  in  a  case 
where  adhesions,  superiorly  prevented  the  entire  reduc- 
tion of  the  organ  at  once;  and  to  the  bold  procedure  of 
Gaillard  Thomas,  of  getting  at  the  uterus  from  above 
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by  abdominal  section,  and  then  overcoming  the  obstruc- 
tion by  instrumental  dilatation  of  the  contracted  portion, 
also  Irom  above.  Dr.  S.  had  formerly  disbelieved  in 
the  causation  of  inversion  by  an  interstitial  fibroid  in- 
dependently of  the  puerperal  state.  He  had,  however, 
operated  upon  one  case,  with  his  father,  in  18G(3,  upon 
a  patient  of  Dr.  Bickford,  at  Charlestown,  where  there 
could  be  no  doubt  whatever  of  the  fact. 

The  Secretary  communicated,  on  behalf  of  Dr.  Good- 
all,  of  Greensboro,  Vt.,  a  Corresponding  Member,  the 
following  case  of 

METROmillAGIA  FROM   I1ETENTI0:N"   OF    EMBKYONIC   DE- 
BRIS  AFTER  AN   ABORTIOX. 

Dec.  1st,  1865.     Mrs.  E.  C had  not  menstruated 

for  six  or  eight  weeks  (she  thinks  eight  weeks).  At 
that  time  she  received  a  fall,  striking  the  lumbar  region 
of  the  back  across  a  sill;  tl)e  next  day  she  had  a  little 
vaginal  flow,  not  enough  to  demand  a  napkin;  this  con- 
tinued about  five  days.  In  the  night  of  December  6tli 
she  had  regular  labor  pains,  which  expelled  a  mass 
about  six  inches  long,  compared  by  the  patient  to  a 
hog's  melt  (pancreas).  The  metrorrhagia  continued 
after  this  about  the  same  as  before,  until  December  17th, 
when  a  single  slight  labor  pain  was  accompanied  by  a 
gush  of  very  offensive  fluid,  about  a  teacupfid.  Dec. 
2Gth  this  phenomenon  was  repeated,  as  also  on  Jan. 
3d,  180(3.  Jan.  10th,  blood  constituted  the  discharge, 
instead  of  the  offensive  fluid;  also,  on  Jan.  18th.  Dur- 
ing the  intervals  the  metrorrhagia  continued  about  as 
at  first.  On  Jan.  23d  Dr.  G.  first  saw  the  case,  and 
obtained  substantially  the  above  history. 

There  being  much  fetor,  and  no  urgent  symptoms,  he 
prescribed,  as  a  part  of  the  treatment,  vaginal  injections 
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of  chlorate  of  potass,  about  3  ii.  to  the  O  i.  of  water. 
JSTo  exammation  allowed. 

Jan.  25th.  Alarming  metrorrhagia  occurred.  On  his 
arrival,  Dr.  Goodall  found  the  lady  on  a  trundle-bed, 
the  pelvis  elevated,  the  legs  resting  on  an  ordinary  bed, 
deluged  in  her  blood,  a  large  quantity  of  which  had  run 
through  the  bed  and  stood  in  pools  on  the  floor.  Ex- 
amination revealed  the  uterus  enlarged,  and  the  cervix 
open.  He  could  pass  one  or  two  fingers,  certainly  one, 
into  the  uterus;  and  there  felt  something  that  he  took  to 
be  secundines.  It  was  partially  detached,  though 
mainly  adherent.  In  endeavoring  to  remove  it,  small 
pieces  were  extracted,*  which  confirmed  his  view. 
After  persistent  efibrts  to  get  the  whole  av/ay,  and 
finding  it  impracticable,  he  tore  away  what  had  been 
loosened  up,  and  removed  it. 

Shght  metrorrhagia,  aggravated  by  more  than  light 
exercise,  obtained  from  this  time  till  March  1st,  when  it 
ceased.  At  one  time,  in  February,  it  was  profuse  for  a 
very  few  minutes,  though  not  alarming,  and  easily  con- 
trolled. 

About  four  weeks  after  the  metrorrhagia  ceased,  the 
patient  had  menorrhagia,  and  it  returned  regularly  till 
about  August  1st,  when  the  discharge  became  nearly 
natural,  and  continued  so  for  about  two  years,  only  a 
little  in  excess  of  natural  menstruation.  She  was  in 
poor  health,  and  weak  through  the  hips,  all  summer. 
At  the  jDresent  time,  Jan.,  1870,  she  is  sufiering  from 
some  form  of  pelvic  disease  (no  examination  permitted), 
the  condition  being  about  the  same  as  before  she  last 
conceived.  The  patient,  after  confinement  with  her 
last  child,  had  three  discharges  of  dark,  ofiensive  fluid, 
from  the  uterus,  within   the  first  twenty-four  hours. 

*  The  pieces  removed  were  from  one-half  to  three-fourths  of  an  inch  in  thickness,  and 
there  were  removed  nearly,  if  not  quite,  an  ounce,  perhaps  more. 
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She  was  not  then  nncler  Dr.  GoodalFs  care.  In  her 
previous  pregnancies  she  suffered  sympathetic  sickness. 
Previous  to  the  fall  she  had  nausea,  more  troublesome 
than  usual  during  former  pregnancies;  and  subsequent 
to  it,  it  was  still  more  severe  for  several  weeks.  She 
had  regarded  herself  as  pregnant,  from  the  nausea  and 
other  symptoms;  but  the  nausea  being  more  troublesome, 
and  unpleasant  pelvic  symptoms  obtaining  unobserved 
heretofore,  she  claims  to  have  feared  that  miscarriage 
would  occur. 

AVhen  not  pregnant,  she  menstruated  at  regular  pe- 
riods of  four  weeks.  Exception,  period  rarely  five 
weeks,  very  rarely  six.  The  exception  was  in  no  re- 
spect different  from  the  rule,  except  in  point  of  time, 
that  being  no  aggravation  of  pain  or  increase  in  the 
amount  of  blood  lost.  The  dark,  offensive  fluid  dis- 
charged in  the  early  part  of  this  case  was  thought  by 
the  patient  to  be  of  the  same  character  as  that  follow- 
ing her  last  confinement  at  term. 

Dr.  Goodall  reported  this  case  to  the  Society,  as  in- 
teresting scientifically,  but  not  for  this  reason  alone. 

"A  neighboring  doctor  (a  member  of  my  State  and 
County  Societies)  had  l)een  called  in  to  the  case.  lie 
denounced  the  vaginal  injections  of  chlorate  of  potass 
5  ii.  to  O  i.  of  water  as  ^  pooty  hash,'  and  encouraged 
the  belief  that  it  caused  the  metrorrhagia  the  second 
day  of  using  it  (Jan.  25th).  He  stigmatized  my  treat- 
ment of  the  placenta  as  barbarous,  unnecessary,  and  bad 
surgery,  and  to  it  attributed  much,  if  not  all,  of  the  ])oor 
getting  up,  telling  the  patient  that  there  was  nothing 
there  to  remove,  and  it  was  only  the  lining  membrane 
of  the  uterus  that  I  was  endeavoring  to  tear  off.  I 
thought  I  had  good  authority  for  my  treatment  of  the 
case,  and,  after  some  labor  in  hunting  it  up,  presented 
the  references  to  my  neighbor.     He  sneeringly  rcj)Iicd 
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that  the  cases  were  not  parallel,  and  the  authority  there- 
fore not  applicable  to  the  case  in  hand. 

"If  you,  as  a  Society,  are  wiUing  to  express  your 
opinion  upon  the  following  questions,  I  should  be  very 
happy  to  receive  it.  Be  it  for  or  against  me,  I  am  not 
afraid  of  the  truth  in  any  case;  and  if  I  am  in  error,  the 
sooner  I  find  it  out,  the  better  for  me  and  my  patients. 
Your  opinion  will  be  received  as  authority  on  the  subject. 

"From  the  history  of  the  case,  do  you  think  the  lady 
was  pregnant? 

"  Is  there  any  placenta  at  six  or  eight  weeks  of  ges- 
tation? 

"May  development  or  growth  of  the  placenta  con- 
tinue after  the  death,  or  after  the  death  and  expulsion, 
of  the  foetus  at  six  or  eight  weeks  of  pregnancy? 

"Were  the  vaginal  injections  of  chlorate  of  potassa 
3  ii.  to  the  pint  of  water  in  any  respect  improper? 

"Was  my  attempt  to  remove  the  placenta  judicious? 

"Was  a  removal  of  a  part  of  it  good  practice? 

"After  a  reasonable  effort  to  remove  it  all,  was  the 
leaving  of  a  part  of  it  right  or  wrong?  " 

The  several  questions  propounded  by  Dr.  Goodall 
were  freely  discussed  by  the  Society,  and  it  was  thought, 
so  far  as  could  be  judged  from  the  report,  that  the  lady 
had  been  pregnant  and  the  treatment  judicious.  As 
regarded  the  existence  of  an  appreciable  placenta  at  six 
or  eight  weeks  of  gestation,  the  opinions  of  Dalton  and 
others  upon  the  subject  were  quoted;  but  there  could  be 
no  doubt  that  the  embryonic  attachment  might  by  that 
time  be  sufficiently  decided  to  render  its  separation  dif- 
ficult, and  to  make  it  easy  for  a  portion  to  remain  behind. 

As  to  the  possibility  of  placental  development  after 
blighting  or  death  of  the  foetus,  the  specimen  exhibited 
to  the  Society,  at  this  meeting,  by  Dr.  Weston,  was  suf- 
ficiently in  proof. 
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Dr.  ^lartiu  related  several  eases  of  excessive  hemor- 
rhage from  retention  of  portions  of  j^lacenta'  after  an 
abortion  or  hibor,  at  the  full  period;  in  one  or  two,  it 
seemed  to  have  been  from  fragments  retained  at  a  pre- 
vious labor.  lie  thought  that  great  harm  at  times  re- 
sulted from  attempts  to  remove  an  adherent  or  retained 
placenta  roughly;  it  was  very  much  as  in  essaying  to 
remove  bullets  that  could  not  be  found,  or  were  im- 
pacted. He  considered  it  usually  best  to  wait  till  the  pla- 
centa detached  and  presented  itself  in  the  course  of  time, 
and  he  had  seldom  had  any  trouble.  There  had  been 
exceptions,  however,  to  this  immunity;  in  one  of  them 
he  had  met  a  female  practitioner  in  consultation.  This, 
however,  was  the  first  time  that  he  had  ever  done  so, 
and  he  could  say  that  it  would  be  the  last.  This 
person  had  endeavored  to  dilate  the  os  by  sponge  tents, 
sufficiently  to  allow  the  introduction  of  the  hand,  within 
twenty-four  hours  after  delivery.  He  considered  that  a 
longer  interval  should  be  allowed.  He  was  in  the  habit 
ordinarily  of  employing  the  tampon,  exhibiting  ergot, 
and  then  watching  the  result. 

If  the  hemorrhage  were  very  extreme,  he  would,  of 
course,  attempt  to  remove  the  placental  fragment  at  any 
hazard. 

Dr.  Sullivan  inquired  what  the  treatment  should  be 
where  it  was  after  an  abortion,  and  the  j)lacenta  so  ad- 
herent that  it  could  not  be  removed. 

Dr.  Martin  could  not  imagine  such  a  case. 

Dr.  Sullivan  had,  however,  reported  such  an  one  at  a 
previous  meeting  of  the  Society,  where  the  uterus  was 
well  dilated,  and  the  placenta  could  be  reached.  It 
was  so  completely  fused  with  the  uterine  wall  that  it 
could  not  be  removed.  He  did  not  believe  it  good  prac- 
tice to  remove,  in  portions,  a  placenta  retained  after  an 
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abortion,  and  thought  it  very  dangerous  to  attempt  to 
do  so. 

Dr.  Martin,  on  the  other  hand,  considered  it  advisa- 
ble to  get  away  as  rouch  as  could  be  removed,  even 
though  it  were  but  a  part.  He  had  happened  to  have 
an  unusually  large  number  of  severe  cases  of  the  kind, 
from  the  circumstance  that  he  resided  in  a  neighborhood 
where  there  were  many  midwives,  who  were  accustomed 
to  send  for  him  in  any  difficulty  or  danger.  He  would 
say,  incidentally,  that  while  he  would  not  wish  to  seem 
to  encourage  criminal  abortion,  he  thought  its  risk  of 
hemorrhage  overrated.  He  had  been  called  in  to  many 
cases  of  the  character,  accompanied  by  great  bleeding, 
but  never  had  seen  a  death  from  this  especial  compli- 
cation. 

Dr.  Weston  reported  a  case  that  he  had  just  at- 
tended. Dr.  Warner  seeing  the  case  in  consultation, 
where  death  from  hemorrhage  had  been  very  imminent 
after  an  abortion. 

Dr.  Warner  corroborated  Dr.  Weston's  opinion  as  to 
the  hazard  in  the  case  narrated. 

Dr.  Warren  had  repeatedly  had  cases  at  the  full  term 
where  it  was  absolutely  impossible  to  detect  the  pla- 
centa, there  being  no  line  of  demarcation  between  it 
and  the  adjacent  uterine  wall.  He  had  also  seen  nearly 
the  same  condition  after  an  abortion  at  four  months. 
He  referred  to  the  fact,  mentioned  by  Dr.  Martin,  that 
the  removal  of  the  very  last  fragment  of  all  of  an  at- 
tached placenta  was  the  most  difficult,  as  borne  out  by 
his  own  experience. 

Dr.  Sullivan,  recurring  to  the  case  that  he  had  re- 
ported, stated  that  it  was  there  absolutely  necessary  to 
desist.  He  could  only  keep  the  vagina  as  sweet  as  he 
could  by  disinfectant  injections,  and  let  the  placental 
mass  slough  away  piecemeal.     At  eight  weeks  subse- 
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quent  to  the  abortion,  flooding  was  so  severe  that  he 
had  to  tampon  the  vagina.  lie  then  dihited  by  sponge 
tents,  and  removed  a  fragment  the  size  of  a  filbert,  since 
which  time  the  patient  has  done  well.  Ordinarily,  after 
a  few  days'  waiting,  when  the  mass  has  become  par- 
tially detached  and  putrid,  it  can  be  expelled  by  volun- 
tary contraction  of  the  abdominal  muscles,  as  in  strain- 
ing at  stool. 

Dr.  Warren  inquired  if  pyaemia  occurred  so  fre- 
quently from  decomposition  of  the  placenta  after  an 
abortion  as  at  full  term. 

Dr.  Storer  thought  this  point  had  not  been  suffi- 
ciently studied.  It  would  be  recollected,  with  regard 
to  the  whole  of  this  very  interesting  discussion,  that 
the  relative  conditions  of  the  uterus  at  the  full  term, 
and  after  an  abortion,  were  very  different,  alike  as  re- 
garded dilatability  of  the  organ,  and  the  possibility  of 
concealed  hemorrhage;  the  condition  of  the  uterine 
walls,  in  respect  to  their  muscular  fibre;  these  being 
at  the  full  term  effete,  and  under  fatty  degeneration, 
and  the  chance  and  rapidity  of  involution,  which  was 
hastened  and  made  perfect  at  the  full  term,  by  deviation 
of  the  circulatory  force  from  the  uterus  to  the  mammae 
by  lactation;  while  at  the  same  time  irritation  of  the 
breasts  kept  up  and  increased,  by  reflex  action,  uterine 
structural  change. 

For  the  same  reason,  in  nursing  women  there  was 
less  risk  of  puerperal  metritis  and  peritonitis,  —  a  fact 
often  observed,  but  usually  unexplained.  He  was  in- 
clined to  think  that  Dr.  Martin  had  under-estimated  the 
frequency  of  deaths  from  hemorrhage  as  the  result  of 
criminal  al)ortion.  In  many  cases  of  the  kind,  the  true 
character  of  the  case  was  undetected,  or,  if  understood, 
was  kept  concealed,  for  the  sake  of  the  surviving 
friends. 
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Dr.  Storer  remarked  that  he  had  had 

A  SECOND  CASE  OF  REMOVAL  OF  A  HOKSESHOE  PES- 
SARY FROM  THE  CAVITY  OF  THE  BLADDER, 

the  details  of  which,  as  the  subject  was  of  such  extreme 
interest,  he  would  report  at  another  meeting. 

The  Committee  (Drs.  Sullivan,  Warner,  and  Dutton) 
appointed  at  the  last  meeting  to  consider  the  communi- 
cation from  the  Committee  of  gentlemen  who  proposed 
to  erect  a  monument  to  the  late  Dr.  W.  T.  G.  Morton, 
of  Boston,  as  the  discoverer  of  practical  anaesthesia,  by 
sulj^huric  ether,  reported  the  following  resolutions :  — 

Whereas^  The  Gynaecological  Society,  of  Boston, 
while  not  attributing  to  the  late  Wm.  T.  G.  Morton,  the 
credit  of  the  discovery  of  anaesthesia  from  sulphuric 
ether,  recognizes  that  he  was  in  some  measure  instru- 
mental in  bringing  that  discovery  before  the  world; 
and. 

Whereas  J  The  Society  has  been  invited  to  co-operate 
with  his  friends  in  the  twofold  object  of  erecting  a  sim- 
ple monument  over  his  remains  at  Mount  Auburn,  and 
making  provision  for  his  surviving  family;  therefore, 

Hesohed,  That  the  members  of  the  Society,  grateful 
to  Dr.  Morton  for  the  part  he  bore  in  securing  to  suffer- 
ing humanity  the  inestimable  boon  of  anaesthesia,  will 
cheerfully  contribute,  each  as  his  means  may  permit,  to 
the  latter  object,  namely,  the  relief  of  his  family. 

Besolved^  That  the  Society,  as  a  body,  will  not  aid  in 
the  erection  of  a  monument  which  shall  bear  any  in- 
scription representing  AV.  T.  G.  Morton,  as  entitled, 
solely  or  chiefly,  to  the  honor  of  having  made  the  most 
beneficial  discovery  of  modern  times. 

Resolved^  That  the  credit  of  the  discovery  of  an- 
aesthesia from  sulphuric  ether,  so  far  as  concerns  the 
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suggestion  of  that  especial  agent,  belongs  to  Dr.  Charles 
T.  Jackson,  of  this  city. 

An  animated  discussion  followed  the  presentation  of 
the  report  of  the  Committee,  attended  as  it  was  by  the 
statement  of  the  grounds  which  had  influenced  its  mem- 
bers in  their  decision.  Many  circumstances  of  interest 
relative  to  the  first  introduction  of  ana3sthesia  were  men- 
tioned by  several  of  the  gentlemen  present,  and  finally 
the  resolutions  were  passed,  without  a  single  dissenting 
voice. 

Dr.  Martin  related  a  case,  occurring  in  his  own  prac- 
tice, of  death  from  the  inhalation  of  sulphuric  ether;  and 
stated  his  belief  that  others  that  had  taken  place  in 
this  city  and  its  neighborhood  were  intentionally  sup- 
pressed. 

The  Secretary  communicated  the  Memorial  of  the 
?^ational  Medical  Society  of  the  District  of  Columbia, 
with  reference  to  an  alleged  breach  by  certain  physi- 
cians of  that  District,  of  the  Code  of  Ethics  of  the 
American  Medical  Association. 

Upon  motion,  it  was  voted  that  the  memorial  be  re- 
ferred by  the  Society  to  the  American  Medical  Associa- 
tion, as  the  only  proper  tribunal. 

^dominations  were  made  and  referred  to  the  Commit- 
tee on  Membership. 

Adjourned. 
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ON  A  NEW   CLAMP  AND   SOME   OTHER   PECULIARITIES 

IN   OVARIOTOMY. 

By  T.  Lazarewitch,  Kharkoff,  Russia. 

Professor  of  Midwifery  and  Diseases  of  Women,  at  the  University  of  Kharkoff;    Corre- 
sponding Member  of  the  Gyniecological  Society  of  Boston,  etc. 

[Communicated  to  the  Society,  and  read  April  5,  1870.] 

During  the  year  1869,  in  the  Lying-in-Hospital  of  the 
University  of  Kharkoff,  I  performed  four  operations  of 
Ovariotomy:  three  were  completed,  and  one  was  but 
attempted.  I  w  ill  now  give  a  brief  description  of  these 
four  cases,  with  some  peculiarities  in  the  mode  of  per- 
forming the  operation. 

Case  I.  —  Was  that  of  an  unmarried  woman  about 
forty  years  of  age,  but  apparently  much  older,  very 
thin.  Circumference  of  abdomen  one  hundred  and 
three  centimetres.*  Examination  showed  a  simple  cyst 
of  the  left  ovary,  with  thin  walls  and  uniform  fluid  con- 
tents, besides  three  solid  tumors  in  connection  with  the 
uterus,-"  —  a  large  one  on  the  right,  and  two  small  ones 
on  the  left  of  the  cervix. 

Upon  March  8th,  at  10  a.m.,  the  operation  was  begun. 
The  patient  being  placed  under  chloroform,  1  made  an 
incision  of  about  twelve  centimetres  in  length  in  the  me- 
dian line  about  the  umbilicus.  I  gradually  separated  the 
cyst  from  the  surrounding  parts  to  which  it  was  at- 
tached, especially  in  the  central  line  of  the  abdomen. 
Afterwards  I  punctured  it  with  the  trocar  of  Nelaton, 
and  drew  off  the  fluid  contained  in  the  large  cyst,  and 
then  again  the  fluid  contained  in  the  adjacent  small  cyst. 
Fixing  the  clamp  of  Baker  Brown  upon  the  pedicle,  I 


*  It  will  be  recollected  that  the  centimetre  very  nearly  represents  two-fifths  of  an  English 
inch.  —  Eds. 
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separated  the  cyst  with  a  heated  cylindrical  iron.  The 
fibrinous  tiunor,  as  large  as  a  hen's  egg,  connected  with 
the  right  side  of  the  neck  of  the  uterus,  I  also  separated, 
after  fixing  the  clamp  on  the  short  and  broad  pedicle, 
with  a  heated  iron.  The  other  two  (the  larger  the  size 
of  a  walnut,  the  smaller  the  size  of  a  bean)  I  separated 
from  the  neck  of  the  uterus  with  the  ecraseur  of  Chas- 
saignac.  The  wound  of  the  abdomen  was  brought  to- 
gether with  six  platinum  wire  sutures.  The  operation 
lasted  one  hour  and  a  half. 

On  the  fifth  day  after  the  operation  the  lower  suture 
was  removed;  on  the  next  day  two  more,  and  on  the 
seventh  day  the  rest.  For  a  few  days,  purulent  matter 
was  discharged  through  the  apertures  of  the  lower 
sutures. 

April  30th  the   patient  left   the  hospital  in  perfect      ■ 
health.  | 

Case  II.  —  Patient  aged  sixty-five.  Operation  per-  j 
formed  on  May  5th,  lasting  an  hour  and  twenty-five 
minutes.  Incision  thirteen  centimetres  in  length.  The  j 
tumor  had  a  broad  semicircular,  membranous  base,  j 
consisting  chiefly  of  the  broad  ligament  of  the  uterus;  j 
so  that  it  was  necessary  to  fix  the  clamp  to  the  extent 
of  twenty-six  centimetres,  and  to  act  with  a  heated  iron  ) 
four  times  in  order  to  separate  it.  J 

The  compound  cyst  was  as  large  as  a  man's  head,      j 
with  thick  walls  and  gelatinous  contents.  j 

The  patient  lived  thirty-one  days  after  the  operation. 

Case  III.  —  Patient  aged  fifty-two.  Operation  per- 
formed on  October  30th,  lasting  an  hour  and  forty-five 
minutes.  The  length  of  the  incision  when  first  made 
was  twelve  centimetres,  but  after  puncturing  the  cyst 
its  walls  did  not  collapse,  on  account  of  their  unusual 
thickness ;  then  the  incision  was  lengthened  an  additional 
five  centimetres.     The  adhesions  of  the  cyst  were  con- 
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siderably  extended.  The  very  short  pedicle  of  the  cyst 
was  grasped  with  my  clamp,  and  separated  with  the 
heated  iron.  The  cyst  was  very  large,  multilocular, 
with  thick  sarcomatous  walls,  and  gelatinous  contents. 

The  patient  died  five  days  after  the  operation,  in  con- 
sequence of  intussusception. 

Case  IV.  —  Patient  aged  thirty.  Operation  per- 
formed on  December  6th,  and  lasted  one  hour.  The 
length  of  the  incision  was  twelve  centimetres.  The 
cyst  had  thin  walls,  firmly  adhering  to  the  surrounding 
parts.  Its  purulent  contents  were  discharged,  and  the 
borders  of  its  incision  were  sewn  up  with  those  of  the 
abdomen. 

At  the  base  of  the  cyst  were  two  more  smaller  tumors, 
which  were  left  unpunctured,  on  account  of  the  absence 
of  fluctuation.  On  autopsy  they  turned  out  to  be  der- 
moid cysts. 

The  patient  lived  only  seven  days  after  the  operation. 

To  make  the  operation  of  Ovariotomy  more  easy,  I 
have  invented 

1.  A  frame  for  raising  the  bed. 

2.  A  chloroform  inhaler.  • 

3.  A  clamp. 

4.  A  method  of  heating  the  cauterizing  iron;  and 

5.  A  method  of  applying  the  sutures. 

1.  A  table  is  the  most  convenient  place  for  perform- 
ing the  operation,  but  the  subsequent  removal  of  the 
patient  to  the  bed  is  attended  with  no  small  difllculty. 
After  my  Case  III.,  the  intussusception  might  have 
occurred  immediately,  in  consequence  of  the  extraction 
of  so  large  a  tumor  from  the  abdomen;  yet  this  might 
also  have  taken  place  during  the  removal  of  the  patient 
from  the  table  to  her  bed.     To  guard  against  this  acci- 
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dent,  I  employed  in  my  Case  IV.  a  particular  frame, 
upon  which  the  bed  was  firmly  placed,  so  that  it  had  all 
the  advantages  of  an  operating  table,  as  shown  in  the 


above  cut.  After  the  ojieration,  the  bed  was  carefully 
removed  from  the  frame  and  placed  upon  the  floor. 

For  the  iron  bedstead  with  six  legs,  I  made  two  sup- 
ports, each  consisting  of  two  boards  firmly  joined  at  the 
corners  and  j^i'ovided  with  three  stout  feet.  Over  these 
feet  are  holes,  into  which  those  of  the  bedstead  are  in- 
serted. The  bedstead  is  not  ])laced  upon  the  frame 
until  the  chloroform  begins  to  act. 

The  patient  is  covered  with  oil-cloth,  in  which  an  oval 
aperture  is  made,  and  the  margin  of  which  is  attached 
by  sticking-])! aster  to  the  abdouicn.  The  result  is  that 
the  patient,  linen,  and  bed  are  not  liable  to  be  stained  by 
the  blood,  the  contents  of  the  cyst,  and  other  fluids. 

2.  My  chloroform  inhaler  consists  of  the  following 
parts  :  (a)  a  bottle,  in  the  neck  of  which  is  placed  a 
cork  with  a  glass  tulje,  curved,  and  terminated  by  a 
small  aperture,  and  (c)  a  metallic  frame,  over  which 
is  drawn  chamois  leather  and  flannel.  Between  them 
is  placed  the  curved  glass  tube  {d) . 

The  bottle,  held  in  one  hand,  is  used  in  such  a  man- 
ner that  the  frame,  forming,  with  the  leather  and  flannel 
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drawn  over  it,  a  kind  of  curved  screen,  is  applied  to  the 
patient's  nose.     "When  the  bottom  of  the  bottle  is  raised 


the  chloroform,  passing  from  the  glass  tube,  drops  upon 
the  flannel  and  moistens  it. 

The  advantages  of  my  chloroform  inhaler  are  the  fol- 
lowing :  — 

(a)  Only  one  hand  is  necessary  in  administering 
the  chloroform;  and,  therefore,  the  other  is  at  liberty  to 
feel  the  pulse. 

(Z>)  With  this  inhaler  there  is  no  waste  of  chloro- 
form, and  the  quantity  used  is  marked  upon  the  bottle. 

8.  Before  beginning  my  first  operation  in  Ovari- 
otomy, I  examined  all  the  clamps  known  to  me,  and 
found  Baker  Brown's  the  most  convenient.  It  appeared 
to  me  simple  and  solid  ;  and  furthermore,  the  pression 
sides  in  most  cases  were  capable  of  compressing  the 
ovarian  pedicle  very  well. 

After  using  this  clamp  in  my  two  first  cases,  I  found 
in  it  the  following  defects  :  (a)  the  irregular,  not 
sufficiently  rounded,  form  of  its  jointed  extremity  ;  {V) 
its  inconvenient  mode  of  junction,  and  (c)  its  opposite 
sides  not  being  parallel. 

After  many  vain  attempts  to  construct  a  new  clamp, 
which  might  have  the  advantages  of  Baker  Brown's 
and  none  of  the  above  defects,  I  at  length  succeeded. 
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In  my  Case  III.,  my  clamp  proved  to  be  perfectly 
convenient.     It  consists  of  two  parts,  each  furnished 


with  a  handle  covered  with  wood.  The  blades  of  the 
instruments  have  curved  extremities  for  the  purpose  of 
grasping  the  pedicle  of  the  cyst.  These  extremities,  on 
closing  the  instrument,  fit  one  into  the  other,  and  then 
the  extremity  of  the  clamp  assumes  a  rounded  form. 
The  compressing  sides  of  the  blades  are  unequal,  with 
small  indentations,  and  it  is  in  length  eight  centi- 
metres, and  in  breadth,  0.7c. 

The  two  halves  of  the  instrument  are  jointed  together 
by  a  lock  similar  to  that  of  my  forceps.*  The  lock  con- 
sists of  a  flat  piece  of  strong  steel,  with  a  rounded  ex- 
tremity, which  is  fastened  into  the  left  half  of  the  instru- 


ment.    In  the  corresponding  place  of  the  right  half  is 
an  aperture,  the  entrance  of  which  is  somewhat  broader. 

♦  Depcribcd  and  figured  in  tho  Report  upon  Instruments,  published  by  the  Obstetrical 
Society  of  London,  IbGT,  p.  1)5. 
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Into  this  aperture  the  rounded  extremity  of  the  left  half 
of  the  lock  enters  very  easily.  Such  a  method  of  clos- 
ing is  very  convenient,  because  the  two  halves  of  the 
instrument  are  brought  together  at  once  into  one  plane. 

The  blades  are  compressed  by  means  of  a  screw, 
which  passes  through  a  nut,  turning  on  a  swivel  at  the 
extremity  of  a  steel  shank  fixed  to  the  middle  of  the 
left  half  of  the  clamp.  On  using  the  instrument,  the 
shank,  with  the  screw,  lies  upon  the  handle  ;  and  when 
the  two  halves  of  the  clamp  are  joined,  the  screw  is 
brought  perpendicular  to  them.  On  turning  the  screw 
the  two  halves  are  pressed  together. 

To  keep  the  edges  of  the  clamp  more  or  less  parallel, 
another  screw  is  fixed  to  the  extremity  of  the  right 
handle.  This  screw  I  term  a  Regulator,  because,  by 
using  it,  when  the  blades  are  not  parallel,  their  extremi- 
ties are  brought  together. 

By  turning  the  two  screws,  one  after  another,  the 
pedicle  of  the  cyst  is  grasped  very  firmly.  The  finest 
and  smoothest  paper  grasped  in  my  clamp  cannot  be 


drawn  out  of  it,  even  in  particles,  and  the  compressed 
part  of  the  paper  is  marked  by  the  indentations  of  the 
compressing  sides. 
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4.  For  cauterization,  I  use  a  prismatic  iron,  which 
has  rounded  edges  and  corners,  and  a  pointed  one.  In 
the  Hospital  for  Women,  during  the  h\st  two  years,  I 
have  heated  the  irons  by  a  lamp  such  as  is  commonly 
used  with  us  for  melting  metals.  Its  flame  is  long  and 
broad  enough  to  heat  two  irons  at  the  same  time,  placed 
upon  a  metallic  stand,  as  shown  upon  the  previous  page. 
During  the  operation  of  Ovariotomy,  two  such  lamps 
may  be  used. 

5.  For  closing  the  wound  of  the  abdomen,  I  have 
found  metallic  sutures  the  most  convenient.  For  this 
purpose  I  determined  to  use  platinum  wire,  as  being 
the  most  durable,  and  also  the  most  suitable  on  account 
of  its  flexibility,  and  its  not  being  liable  to  oxidation. 
Platinum  wire  will  not  be  found  too  expensive,  if  we 
take  into  consideration  the  importance  of  the  operation, 
and  that  the  pieces  of  such  wire,  if  collected  afterwards, 
do  not  lose  their  value,  but  may  be  worked  up  again 
into  new  wire.  In  each  of  the  above  cases  of  Ovari- 
otomy, I  certainly  found  that  platinum  wire,  on  account 
of  its  flexibility,  was  easily  applied,  twisted  readily,  and 
not  being  liable  to  oxidation,  its  surface  always  remained 
smooth,  so  that  it  was  easily  drawn  out  of  the  wound 
when  healed. 

I  introduce  the  platinum  sutures  at  a  distance  from 
the  edges  of  the  wound  according  to  the  thickness  of 
the  alxlominal  walls.  So  that  in  the  first  two  cases, 
where  the  abdominal  walls  were  thin,  I  introduced  them 
at  a  distance  of  1.5c.  from  the  edges  of  the  wound;  and 
in  the  third  case,  where  the  abdominal  walls  were  thick, 
at  a  distance  of  about  two  centimetres. 

Before  the  operation,  I  ascertained  pretty  correctly 
the  thickness  of  the  abdominal  walls,  by  pinching  them 
up  between  the  fingei^s. 
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THE    RELATIONS    OF    THE    FEMALE-  SEXUAL    ORGANS 
TO    MENTAL    DISEASE.* 

By  Prof.  Louis  Mayer,  of  Berlin.     Translated  by  George  H.  Bixby,  with 

Notes  by  Horatio  R.  Storer. 

[Read  before  the  Society,  March  1,  1870.] 
II. 

In  the  previous  article  there  were  discussed  the 
general  relations  of  pelvic  disease  and  mental  derange- 
ment in  women,  and  it  was  stated  that  attention  would 
be  given,  successively,  to  the  influence  of  sexual  excite- 
ments in  childhood,  and  the  disturbances  of  uterine 
function  during  sexual  development,  and  at  and  after 
the  climacteric. 

I.      THE    INFLUENCES    OF    SEXUAL    EXCITEMENT    UPON 
THE   MIND   IN   CHILDHOOD. 

Irritations  of  the  genital  organs,  in  girls  as  well  as  in 
boys,  are  for  the  most  part  to  be  traced  to  the  frequent 
nervous  excitement  and  disturbance  of  the  circulation, 
produced  by  ascarides  and  obstruction  of  the  intestinal 
and  urinary  canals,  which  may  be  developed,  increased, 
and,  in  fact,  suj)erinduced  by  a  want  of  cleanliness,  by 
unsuitable  clothing,  etc.  We  may  mention  here,  also, 
the  injurious  practices  resorted  to  for  quieting  infants, 
such  as  violent  dangling,  tossing,  beating  the  back,  and 
rocking ;  also  various  later  amusements  and  movements 
of  children,  which  produce  direct  and  protracted  irrita- 
tion of  the  genitals,  —  such  as  riding  astride  a  stick  and 
upon  rocking-horses,  swinging,  etc.  It  cannot  be 
doubted  that  in  this  manner  the  commencement  of  an 

*  Continued  from  this  Journal,  May,  1870,  p.  304. 
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excessive  sensibility  is  laid,  which  waxes  with  the  child, 
and  interrupts  the  unfolding  of  a  pure,  womanly  char- 
acter and  a  free  and  healthy  growth  of  the  mind ;  espec- 
ially if  to  these  influences  are  added  improper  modes  of 
culture  and  education.  Very  frequently  these  evils  be- 
come a  most  important  cause  of  sexual  irritation,  in  as- 
suming the  form  of  masturbation.  Masturbation  may, 
without  doubt,  be  the  outcropping  of  an  hereditary 
morbid  state  of  the  mind,  which  is  indicated  by  various 
vicious  propensities,  want  of  moral  instinct,  aversion  to 
mental  and  regular  bodily  exercise,  etc.,  and  which, 
under  certain  circumstances,  with  advancing  age,  in- 
duces actual  intellectual  debility,  idiocy,  insanity,  etc. 
The  inclination  to  masturbation  is  in  such  cases  innate, 
and  the  practice  itself  places  the  genitals  in  a  condition 
of  unnatural  excitement,  and  produces  morbid  conditions 
w  hich  increase  the  original  propensity  to  the  habit,  and 
may  exert  a  reflex  morbid  eflect  upon  the  mind,  as  in 
the  following  case. 

Case  I.  —  M.  II.,  aged  nine  years,  the  illegitimate  child 
of  a  prostitute,  was  adopted,  when  an  inflmt,  by  a  re- 
spectable family,  who  were  childless.  In  spite  of  the 
most  careful  training,  she  exhibited  very  early  an  exces- 
sive propensity  to  all  manner  of  vice;  evinced  neither 
afl*ection  nor  attachment  for  those  who  had  cared  for  her; 
would  lie  and  steal;  possessed  a  violent  temper;  was 
stubborn,  sullen,  and  lazy.  She  commenced  the  exces- 
sive practice  of  self-abuse  as  early  as  her  sixth  year,  by 
rubbing  the  parts,  either  with  her  hands  or  other  objects, 
often  until  they  bled.  Until  then  she  had  been  strong 
and  healthy;  after  that,  she  began  to  emaciate,  became 
wretched  and  listless,  w^ith  loss  of  appetite,  headache, 
and  extreme  restlessness.  She  became,  also,  shy,  and 
at  times  delirious.  The  genitals  were  highly  inflamed 
and  swollen,  and  at  times  completely  denuded.     The 
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labia  majora  were  slightly  developed,  but  the  clitoris  was 
three-quarters  of  an  inch  long;  the  nymphas  were  also 
proportionally  enlarged.  The  orifice  of  the  vagina  was 
highly  inflamed,  with  difficulty  admitting  the  point  of 
the  little  finger.  Every  means  was  employed  to  induce 
the  child  to  abandon  the  habit,  and  she  was  finally  sent 
to  a  Keform  School. 

On  the  other  hand,  it  cannot  be  denied  that  even  in 
children  with  perfectly  healthy  minds,  the  inclination 
to  the  practice  of  self-abuse  can  be  awakened  at  a  very 
early  age,  either  through  mental  causes,  improper  modes 
of  training,  occupation,  etc.,  or  through  physical  causes, 
as  erythema,  ascarides,  etc. 

It  is  necessary,  according  as  the  inclination  to  mas- 
turbation appears,  either  as  a  mental  predisposition,  or 
as  the  consequence  of  evil  practices  after  birth,  to  rec- 
ognize the  gradual  difierence  in  the  force  of  the  incli- 
nation to  the  evil,  and  its  practice,  as  well  as  in  the 
stubbornness  with  which  it  defies  educational  influ- 
ences. At  all  events,  injurious  effects  upon  the  mind  will 
be  more  readily  produced,  when  the  habit  is  the  result 
of  morbid  predisposition,  than  in  the  case  of  a  perfectly 
healthy  mind.  As  a  general  thing,  in  the  absence  of 
unfavorable  complications,  self-abuse,  when  practised 
to  a  moderate  degree,  may  continue  a  long  time  without 
injury  to  the  mind  or  bod}^  On  the  other  hand,  the  ex- 
cessive practice  of  the  habit  begins  already  at  an  early 
period  to  undermine  the  bodily  and  mental  health.  An 
explanation  of  this  may  be  found  in  the  fact  that  the  ner- 
vous centres,  through  the  nerves  of  sensation  which  are 
constantly  under  pleasurable  excitement,  in  connection 
with  the  determination  of  blood  to  the  sexual  parts,  are 
kept  in  a  condition  of  continual  stimulation,  which  su- 
perinduces reflex  and  irradiating  phenomena  in  the  ac- 
tion of  all  the  nerves,  and  which  may  be  the  more  effec- 


96  The  Belations  of  Mental  [August, 

live,  in  tliat  it  does  not  consist  of  nervous  tension,  but 
is  attended  with  intense  reaction  of  the  circulation, 
anaemia,  hypenx^mia,  etc. 

The  elfects  of  masturbation  upon  the  mind  are  the 
more  terrible  the  earlier  it  is  practised.  The  disposi- 
tions of  children  are  reversed ;  they  evince  evil  i^ropen- 
sities,  mental  weakness,  morbid  directions  of  the  feelings 
and  w^ill ;  they  lose  their  vivacity,  frankness,  and  docil- 
ity, become  shy,  incommunicative,  listless,  sad,  and  de- 
S2)ondent,  and  have  an  aversion  to  the  plays  and  society 
of  their  mates.  They  experience,  even  at  the  tenderest 
age,  the  evil  of  this  fatal  habit.  They  practise  it  in 
secret,  and  interrupt  the  act  on  discovery. 

Case  II.  A  girl,  scarcely  a  year  old,  the  child  of 
respectable  parents,  before  it  could  walk  or  talk,  prac- 
tised self-abuse  by  rubbing  her  thighs  together,  and 
moving  the  bed  linen  np  and  down.  This  was  most 
frequently  done  when  away  from  home,  even  for  a  single 
night,  when  she  thought  no  one  w^as  watching  her. 
She  appeared  frightened  the  moment  any  one  discov- 
ered her,  and  interrupted  the  act.  In  this  case  the 
parts  exhibited  no  change,  nor  were  there  observed  any 
injurious  effects  upon  the  mind. 

Case  III.  —  II.  W.,  nine  years  old,  native  of  Berlin, 
small  and  thin,  but  with  a  ruddy  face,  fresh  and  bright 
expression  of  countenance,  and  Avith  mind  healthy,  of  a 
lively  temperament,  good  disposition  and  inclination,  is 
diligent,  learns  with  ease  and  delight,  has  a  good 
memory,  and  is  very  docile.  She  has  been  suffering, 
ever  since  her  first  year,  from  ascarides,  and  has  mas- 
turbated since  she  began  to  walk.  She  seizes  fast  hold 
of  objects,  brings  both  thighs  together,  and  moves  them 
up  and  down  for  some  minutes.  The  sexual  excitement 
is  followed  by  languor.  Recovery  from  the  ascarides, 
and  educational  influences,  have  produced  marked  re- 
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suits  in  this  case,  and  the  child,  in  spite  of  eight  years' 
practice,  is  fast  recovering. 

Case  IV.  —  A.  K.,  nine  years  old,  robust,  well 
trained;  the  child  of  parents  belonging  to  the  higher 
classes,  was  lively  and  without  evil  propensities,  and 
sound  in  mind  and  body.  She  commenced  attending 
school  when  eight  years  old.  Since  then  she  has  be- 
come thin  and  pale;  all  of  which  Avas  ascribed  to  the 
fatigue  arising  from  her  tasks  at  school.  One  morning, 
at  the  table,  there  was  observed  in  the  child's  counte- 
nance a  staring  expression,  with  cheeks  quite  flushed. 
Very  soon  afterwards  a  general  languor  followed;  to 
such  a  degree  that  the  child  sank  back  into  the  chair  as . 
if  dead.  Upon  examination,  it  was  ascertained  that  the 
child  had  masturbated  every  night  for  a  year,  and  often 
during  the  day,  by  forcibly  rubbing  her  thighs  together, 
when  her  hands  could  not  conveniently  reach  the  parts. 
She  had  been  taught  by  her  companions.  She  became 
pale,  as  remarked  above,  but  not  emaciated,  nor  lazy, 
nor  was  her  mind  affected.  She  was  studious,  possessed 
a  good  memory,  and  continued  diligent  and  lively.  No 
abnormal  affection  of  the  parts  ensued,  and  by  strict 
care  and  perseverance  she  was  finally  entirely  broken  of 
the  habit. 

Moderate  masturbation  only  produces  temporary  in- 
flammation and  swelling  of  the  parts;  a  continuance  of 
it  may  cause  permanently  morbid  conditions  of  the  sex- 
ual organs,  such  as  chronic  catarrh  of  the  vulva,  vagina 
and  urethra,  and  peculiar  disturbances  in  the  growth  of 
the  external  parts;  prominent  among  which  is  an  abnor- 
mal development  of  the  clitoris  and  nymphge.  The 
vulva  acquires  hereby  a  peculiar  appearance,  which  is 
observable  far  into  old  age.  The  internal  organs  suffer 
but  little,  except  sympathetically,  in  consequence  of  the 
diseased  state  of  the  external.     The  evil  effect  of  dis- 
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eased  genital  organs,  on  the  mind,  generally  assumes 
its  impoitance  in  the  years  of  sexual  maturity,  and  is 
consequently  not  conspicuous  in  childhood,  on  account 
of  the  limited  functions  of  those  organs  before  puberty. 
In  the  following  cases,  I  will  give  a  few  instances  of 
pathological  change  of  the  external  genitals,  arising 
from  masturbation,  with  and  without  any  considerable 
mental  and  physical  deviation. 

Case  Y.  —  V.  L.,  five  years  of  age,  was,  up  to  her 
fourth  year,  a  strong,  healthy  girl.  She  was  robust, 
active,  and  precocious,  and  had  been  well  trained.  A 
year  ago  she  commenced  to  lose  flesh,  became  pale  and 
languid,  complained  of  loss  of  appetite,  and  was  often 
troubled  in  voiding  her  urine.  She  suftered  also  from 
blenorrhoea.  At  the  death  of  her  mother,  she  was 
placed  in  charge  of  a  sensible  and  conscientious  young 
woman,  who  for  a  long  time  noticed  that  the  child  had 
an  extraordinary  attachment  for  an  older  brother.  She 
surprised  the  children  in  the  act  of  masturbating  each 
other.  In  spite  of  close  watching,  she  acquired  the 
habit  of  using  not  only  her  hands,  but  toys,  pieces  of 
furniture,  or  anything  she  could  lay  hold  of,  by  which 
the  parts  were  rubbed  and  excited.  The  result  was 
that  the  child  became  emaciated,  grew  dull,  sullen, 
melancholy,  and  obstinate.  All  threats  and  warnings 
proved  futile.  At  the  present  wnting  she  is  somewhat 
rid  of  the  habit,  but  her  disposition  is  ruined.  Tho 
labia  are  atrophied;  the  nymphae  and  clitoris  turgid  and 
prominent:  the  hymen  appeai*s  as  hard  as  cartilage; 
the  vaginal  opening  and  perineum  are  covered  with  a 
purulent  secretion. 

Case  VI.  —  A  lively  and  healthy  girl,  three  years 
old,  with  a  frank  and  winning  demeanor,  commenced  in 
her  first  year  to  hide  herself,  together  with  another 
child,  in    dark  corners,  and  behind  chests,  etc.     The 
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suspicions  of  the  mother  led  her  to  examine  the  child. 
She  •  found,  several  times,  the  parts  covered  with  sand. 
She  learned,  further,  that  her  playmate  had  rubbed  them 
with  her  finger,  covered  with  sand.  From  that  time  the 
child  began  to  masturbate  violently;  became  pale  and 
emaciated,  avoided  the  ordinary  plays  of  children,  was 
dull,  and  often  sat  sullenly  by  herself.  The  genitals 
presented  the  same  appearance  as  in  the  cases  already 
described. 

Masturbation  acquires,  at  a  later  period  of  girlhood, 
and  still  more  in  later  years,  great  significance  as  an 
important  element  among  the  exciting  causes  of  men- 
tal affections,  and  that,  too,  through  the  consciousness 
of  the  wrongfulness  of  the  habit;  while  in  earlier 
years,  as  mentioned  above,  the  mind  of  the  child  is 
conscious  only  of  the  instinctive  wrong  of  the  habit, 
and  that  acquired,  possibly,  through  fear  of  punish- 
ment. There  begins,  with  the  real  conviction  of  the 
harmfulness  of  the  habit,  a  constantly  renewed  struggle, 
resulting  in  mental  depression,  listlessness,  religious 
mania,  nymphomania,  etc.,  etc. 

(jTo  he  continued,) 


Note  by  Dr.  Stoker.  —  When,  in  1867,  at  the 
request  of  Prof  Theophilus  Parvin,  of  Indianap- 
olis, probably  the  most  accomplished  gynaecologist 
of  the  West,  I  prepared  a  paper  upon  "Self-Abuse 
in  Women,"  and  published  it  in  his  Journal,  I 
was  assailed  in  several  quarters  by  a  torrent  of 
invective,  as  though  I  had  done  a  very  improper  thing. 
I  was  told,  that  granting  the  truth  was  as  I  had  stated 
it,  it  should  not  be  told.  Till  now  I  have  made  no  an- 
swer.    Since  Mayer,  however,  has  followed  the  lead 
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then  given,  and  his  experience  is  found  to  be  identi- 
cal, I  may  refer  to  the  fact  that  an  authority  of  equal 
weight,  Prof.  Brown-Sequard,  took  occasion  at  the  time 
to  assure  me  that  he  thoroughly  coincided  in  my  views, 
and  that  thev  were  in  no  sense  overdrawn  or  exasfoera- 
ted,  and  shortly  after  to  refer  to  them  in  one  of  his  own 
contributions  to  nenrological  science."'^  For  the  edifica- 
tion of  those  who  may  not  already  have  seen  my  me- 
moir, I  extract  so  much  of  it  as  bears  upon  the  fre- 
quency and  causation  of  self-abuse  in  females.  It  will 
be  found  that  the  subject,  in  one  or  another  of  its  rela- 
tions, has  been  discussed  at  meetings  of  the  Gynaeco- 
logical Society,  the  minutes  of  which  will  in  due  time, 
be  published,  and  the  value  of  the  new  pathognomonic 
sign  of  the  habit,  suggested  to  the  Society  by  one  of  its 
Active  Members,  Prof.  H.  M.  Field,  of  Dartmouth  Col- 
lege, will  no  doubt  be  tested  by  many  of  the  profes- 
sion.    In  speaking  of  self-abuse,  I  remarked  that 

"  It  was  my  own  belief  that,  even  at  the  present  moment,  the  sub- 
ject is  very  generally  misinterpreted,  is  as  frequently  treated 
upon  erroneous  principles  of  practice,  and  is  too  often  entirely 
overlooked. 

*'  Now,  I  venture  to  say  at  the  outset  that  self-abuse  in  women  is 
not  of  rare  occurrence ;  that  it  prevails  alike  in  those  who  are  mar- 
ried and  who  are  unmarried  ;  in  the  young  and  in  the  old  ;  that  it  is 
not  necessaril}'  a  vice,  nor  primary,  but  that  it  may  be  the  result  of 
physical  causes,  and  therefore  less  amenable  to  moral  than  to  piiysi- 
cal  treatment;  that  it  is  not  alwa3's  a  sign  of  partial  insanity,  its 
effect  or  its  cause  ;  that  while  far  less  frequently  than  in  the  male 
productive  of  extreme  nervous  exhaustion,  it  is  even  more  frequently 
than  in  him  productive  of  partial  or  extreme  nervous  irritation,  ex- 
plaining many  of  the  cases  of  so-called  hysteria ;  and  that  in  many 
instances  the  hal)it  initiates  from  no  normal  or  abnormal  longing  of 
the  woman's  own  heart,  from  no  direct  or  indirect  physical  sensation 
upon  her  part,  from  no  endeavor  to  simulate  previous  sexual  inter- 

*  Lectures  on  the  Diagnosis  and  Treatment  of  Functional  Nervous  Affections.  Part  I., 
1868,  p.  30. 
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course  had  with  husband  or  lover,  but  from  manual  caresses  conferred 
by  some  half-timid  man,  or  from  the  measures  injudiciously  or  too 
frequently  employed,  however  honestly,  by  a  medical  attendant,  or 
from  certain  legitimate  and  very  common  employments  of  life,  such, 
for  instance,  as  the  use  of  the  sewing-machine. 

"  It  may  be  permitted  me  here  to  say,  that  the  views  I  shall  pre- 
sent are  the  result,  not  of  thought  alone,  but  of  many  hundreds  of 
confessions,  and   many  years'   observation   of  sick  women.     I   ac- 
knowledge freely  that  the  statements  of  women  concerning  sexual 
matters  are  often  to  be  received  with  extreme  caution  ;  but  I  would 
call  attention,  on  the  other  hand,  to  the  fact  that  here,  as  elsewhere, 
a  single  positive  case  outweighs  ver}^  many  negative  ones.     With 
reference  to  the  frequency  of  the  habit  to  which  I  am  alluding,  it  is 
as  with  the  somewhat  co-relative  question  of  the  frequency  of  crimi- 
nal abortion.     Both  of  them  are  matters  of  very  delicate  character; 
concerning  both  of  them,  physician  and  patient  would  gladly  pre- 
serve silence,  were  it  not  that  by  this  means  the  evils  referred  to, 
with  all  their  train  of  deplorable  results,  would  be  sure  to  proceed 
unchecked.     The  frequency  of  unjustifiable  abortion  is  now  recog- 
nized by  every  medical  man,  and  reform  is  rapidly  taking  place.  Ten 
years  ago,  however,  the  situation  was  very  different.     Upon  my  di- 
recting the  attention  of  the  profession  to  the  matter  in  a  paper  read 
before  the  Suffolk  District  Medical  Society,  at  Boston,  I  think  in 
1856,  I  presented  tables  based  upon  confessions  made  to  me  within  a 
given  time  by  patients,  said  patients  being  married,  well-to-do  in  life, 
and  professing,  for  the  most  part,  to  hold  by  the  tenets  of  religion. 
In  answer  to  my  paper,  the  evidence  of  which  was  irresistible,  one  of 
our  oldest  and  most  influential  physicians,  at  that  time  Professor  in 
Harvard  University,  felt  called  upon  to  express  his  astonishment  and 
doubt,  inasmuch  as,  during  some  forty  j^ears  or  more  of  practice,  he 
had  never  known  a  single  case  of  criminal  abortion.     The  method  of 
adjustment  of  our  divergent  experience  I  commend  to  the  attention 
of  all  who  may  suppose  that  self-abuse  is  comparatively  unknown 
among  women.     My  statements  to  the  Society,  as  I  have  said,  were 
based  upon  the  confessions  of  patients.     I  asked  the  gentleman  if, 
during  his  long  experience,  he  had  ever  questioned  a  woman  if  her 
abortion  had  been  an  intentional  one.     '  I  consider,  sir,  that  I  should 
have  insulted  her  by  so  doing,'  was  the  reply.     To  obtain  positive 
evidence  in  these  matters,  the  physician  must  seek  it ;  obtained,  as  I 
have  said,  the  experience  of  the  seeker  will  outweigh  that  of  all  those 
who  cross  over  and  pass  on  the  other  side,  without  inquiry. 
.    •'  But  it  will  be  said,  as  many  have  remarked  to  me,  that  women 
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will  not  confess  these  habits,  even  where  there  is  no  doubt  that  they 
exist.  This,  however,  is,  in  fact,  an  error.  No  woman,  of  course, 
who  values  the  respect  of  her  physician,  would  confess  of  her  own 
accord  to  what  is  too  generally  esteenled  an  unpardonable  vice.  If, 
however,  that  ph3'sician,  viewing  the  subject  in  the  light  in  which  I 
shall  endeavor  to  place  it,  approaches  it  intelligently,  and  shows  that 
he  considers  it,  as  undoubtedly  it  often  is,  a  simple  matter  of  physi- 
cal disease,  to  be  judged  of,  conversed  of,  and  treated  as  any  other, 
he  will  find  that  every  woman  of  delicacy  and  refinement  will  truth- 
fully reply  to  the  questions  he  may  think  it  necessary  to  put.  In- 
delicacy in  the  physician  lies  rather  in  ignoring  these  pains,  and 
aches,  and  sufferings,  these  problems  that  lie  beneath  all  social  life 
and  all  domestic  happiness,  than  in  sensibly  studying  their  phe- 
nomena, and  throwing  upon  them  the  light  of  science. 

"  I  have  said  that  self-abuse,  in  many  cases,  is  not  a  vice,  but  the 
result  of  disease.  It  is  often  but  the  symptom  of  disease.  This  is 
true,  sometimes,  of  the  same  habit  in  our  own  sex,  just  as  it  is  true 
of  that  sense  of  congestion,  whether  physical  in  its  appreciation  or 
mental,  which  impels  men  who  have  been  previously  accustomed  to 
it,  towards  sexual  intercourse.  The  irritation  of  ascarides  in  the  rec- 
tum, of  hemorrhoids,  of  anal  fissures,  of  constipation,  of  varicocele, 
of  enlarged  prostate,  and  of  vesical  calculus,  are  each  of  them  the 
cause  of  uneasiness,  of  priapism,  of  sexual  desire.  To  relieve  the 
sensations,  reflex  or  direct,  that  are  thus  occasioned,  suggestions 
enter  the  mind  that  are  frequently  uncontrollable.  Of  the  causes 
mentioned,  there  are  several  that  are  equally  present  in  the  female ; 
constipation  and  hemorrhoids,  and  perhaps  anal  fissures,*  are  even 
more  frequentl}^  so.  To  them  must  be  added  others  ;  a  vast  variety 
of  leucorrhceal  discharges,  and  the  menstrual  flux,  each  of  them  at 
times  sufficiently  irritating  to  produce  blennorrhcea  in  the  male,  which 
by  no  test  yet  known,  can  be  diagnosticated  from  the  true  gonorrheal 
virus,  together  with  so  many  forms  of  vulval,  vaginal,  vesical,  ute- 
rine, and  ovarian  disease,  all  of  them  liable  to  be  attended  with  ex- 
treme reflex  and  neuralgic  irritation,  that  we  have  good  reason  to  be 
thankful  that  we  are  not  ourselves  of  the  female  sex.  I  have  no 
doubt  whatever  that  the  nymphal  or  clitoridal  sensation  is,  at  times, 
as  purely  reflex  as  the  characteristic  pain  at  the  extremity  of  the 
penis,  that  may  attend  calculus  in  the  male,  for  I  have  studied  the 
symptoms  in  very  many  women.  If  this  be  the  case,  the  patient  is  a 
fitter  subject  by  far  for  medical  treatment  than  for  the  mad-house 

•  See  Observations  and  Cases  in  Surgery,  by  J.  Mason  Warren,  Boston,  1867. 
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or  nunnery ;  and  yet  I  have  known  both  of  these  latter  methods  re- 
sorted to  instead  of  the  first. 

"  I  have  said  that  self-abuse  in  the  female,  even  though  in  an 
extreme,  is  not  necessarily  a  sign  of  insanity.     I  have  repeatedly 
known  women  to  tear  their  flesh  with  their  nails,  in  the  vain  attempt 
to  eradicate  a  sensation  whose  origin  could  not  thus  be  reached.     It 
will  be  allowed  b}'  those  familiar  with  the  subject,  that  we  have  sev- 
eral classes  of  masturbators,  —  those  who  endeavor  to  relieve  them- 
selves from  pain,  those  who  endeavor  to  prevent  pain,  and  those  who 
endeavor  to  awake  or  prolong  a  sensation  of  pleasure.     All  these 
conditions  may,  and   frequently  do,  run  into  each  other.     The  pro- 
cedure, commenced  as  it  were  in  self-defence,  ma}^  easily  verge  into 
voluptuous  self-abandonment,  and  sometimes  pain  and  pleasure  are 
so  nearly  identical  that  they  cannot  be  contradistinguished.     Upon 
the  other  hand,  I  have  observed  instances  where  the  habit  has  been 
constant,  and  yet  no  libidinous  desire  has  ever  been  present.     Two 
of  these  cases  I  will  instance  ;  they  are  t3^pes  of  classes  which  com- 
prise a  vast  range  between  them.     One  of  these  patients  is  a  .young 
child,  now  seven  3^ears  old  ;  of  very  respectable  stock,  with  no  he- 
reditary taint  of  mental  disturbance,  or  excessive  carnal  desire.     I 
was  first  consulted  about  this  case  some  six  weeks  or  two  months 
ago,  the  mother  being  under  my  charge  for  pelvic  cellulitis.     The 
little  child  when  less  than  six  months  old,  was  observed  to  be  con- 
stantl}'  directing  her  hands  towards  the  pudenda  ;  mittens,  and  straps 
to  the  arms,  were  resorted  to  without  avail.     The  habit  has  steadily 
increased,  and,  until  the  time  I  was  consulted,  the  unfortunate  child, 
old  enough  to  appreciate  her  mother's  grief  and  persuasive  entrea- 
ties, and  though  evidently  making  a  strong  effort  to  control  herself,  so 
constantly  yielded  to  the  uncontrollable  impulse  even  in  the  presence 
of  others,  that  it  has  been  necessary  to  keep  her  alike  fi-om  school 
and  from  societ3\     Now  here  the  habit  originated  long  before  the 
child  could  have  learned  it  from  others.     It  was  owing  to  the  pres- 
ence of  ascarides  in  the  rectum,  and  perhaps  in  the  vagina  also,  for 
they  occasionally  cross  the  perineal  barrier.     The  other  instance  to 
which  I  have  referred  is  that  of  a  young  lady,  some  thirty  years  of 
age,  of  highly  cultivated  mind,  and  great  personal  beaut3\     In  con- 
sequence of  uterine  disease,  of  which  it  was  merel}^  a  symptom,  the 
pruritus  assumed  such  intensity  that  it  was  thought  necessary  to  re- 
move her  to  an  insane  asylum  ;  and  here,  for  I  have  it  from  the  lips  of 
the  superintendent  who  had  charge  of  her,  the  local  irritation  was  so 
excessive  that  the  poor  girl,  confined  by  the  camisole,  would  yet  rub 
herself  upon  her  heel,  and  this  openly  and  before  the  medical  attend- 
ants.  The  S3'mptom  in  this  case  I  have  long  since  removed  by  appro- 
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priate  treatment,  but  the  point  to  which  I  wouUl  refer  is  an  important 
one.  There  was  here,  despite  all  the  irritability  that  I  have  described, 
a  sexnal  apath}'.  While  still  unrelieved  of  her  suffering,  the  patient 
had  oi)portunity  of  coitus  with  a  person  for  whom  she  had  a  strong 
personal  attachment,  and  under  circumstances  which  rendered  it  al- 
most impossible  for  the  fact  to  have  become  known.  She  was  told 
that  pregnancy  might  be  prevented,  and  probably  believed  it,  as  I 
have  the  same  statement  from  herself  and  the  other  party,  who  was 
unconnected  with  the  asylum  at  which  she  had  been  resident ;  and  yet 
she  felt  not  the  slightest  sexual  inclination.  Moral  principle  was 
unable  to  prevent  the  self-abuse,  and  it  is  improbable  that  it  was 
moral  principle  alone  that  prevented  the  yielding  to  a  more  natural 
instinct. 

*'It  will  be  said,  undoubtedly,  that  what  I  have  now  described  is 
simply  what  obtains  in  the  male  under  similar  circumstances.  I 
think,  however,  that  this  is  not  the  case.  The  male,  under  almost  all 
circumstances,  can,  if  he  desires,  find  women  who  will  allow  him  to 
cohabit  with  them.  Self-abuse  with  him,  is,  in  the  vast  majority  of 
instances,  not  so  much  owing  to  lack  of  opportunity  for  more  normal 
self-gratification,  as  to  an  aberration  of  instinct  —  often,  undoubt- 
edly, as  in  the  female,  of  reflex  causation.  With  women,  on  the  con- 
trary, there  being  an  excess  of  them  in  the  older  States,  there  often 
exists  not  merely  an  entire  lack  of  the  opportuuit}^  referred  to,  but, 
in  a  far  greater  proportion  of  them  than  is  generally  supposed,  com- 
plete sexual  apathy,  an  utter  lack  of  desire,  under  an}'  and  all  circum- 
stances. With  them  the  excess  of  instinct  is  towards  their  children 
after  birth,  therein  differing  strongly  from  our  own  sex,  who  are 
rather  planters  than  reapers. 

"  I  make  this  statement  deliberately,  and  after  free  conversation 
with  a  great  many  women  upon  this  subject.  I  am  full}'  aware  of  its 
delicacy,  but  I  am  also  convinced  that  in  this  direction  lies  the  only 
solution  of  man}'  maladies  that  we  are  called  upon  to  treat.  Women 
are  constantly  allowed  by  their  medical  attendants  to  suffer  for  years 
for  want  of  simple  questions  being  put  to  tliem  about  matters  con- 
cerning which  the  patient  will  readily  answer,  but  which  they  natu- 
rally feel  it  might  seem  indelicate  for  them  to  ])roach  themselves. 

"  I  do  not,  with  my  friend  (the  late)  Dr.  Fonerdeu,  of  Baltimore, 
the  intelligent  superintendent  of  one  of  the  insane  asylums  of  that 
city,  think  that  almost  every  case  of  mental  disturbance  originates 
from,  or  is  exacerbated  by,  self-abuse.  We  all  know  that  in  women 
this  is  not  accompanied  by  the  exhausting  discharge  that  attends  its 
indulgence  in  men  ;  but  I  am  sure  that  every  physician  who  investi- 
gates the  subject  as  I  have  done,  will  find  that  its  effects,  just  as  its 
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frequency,  have  been  miich  underrated.  It  accompanies,  both  as  a 
symptom  and  as  a  cause,  man}'  of  the  apparently  inexplicable  and 
intractable  cases  of  long  confinement  to  the  conch  ;  it  explains  many 
a  fitful  temper,  many  a  restless  disposition,  many  a  suicide.  One 
instance,  at  least,  of  the  latter,  I  have  seen  in  practice.  Not  only 
have  oral  confessions,  as  to  the  other  results,  been  made  to  me  by 
very  many  patients,  but  I  have  received  letters  upon  the  subject  from 
other  invalids  whom  I  shall  probably  never  see. 

"  Of  late,  the  clergy,  in  the  matter  of  arresting  the  spread  of  abor- 
tion, and  the  correlative  evil  of  preventing  pregnane}^  in  the  married, 
have  taken  a  manly  stand  in  aid  of  the  eflforts  of  our  profession.  The 
writings  of  the  Rev.  Drs.  Todd,  of  Massachusetts,  and  Edson,  of  Chi- 
cago, have  been  pioneer  to  a  mass  of  literature  upon  the  subject. 
The  matter  which  I  am  now  discussing  is  a  much  more  diflScult  one 
to  entrust  to  saintly  advisers.  That  even  here,  however,  they  are 
ready  for  the  good  work,  is  proved  from  the  following  extracts  from 
a  letter  written  to  me  by  a  prominent  clergyman  in  Illinois :  — 

*' '  Grateful  for  your  plain,  manly  statements  concerning  abortion, 
I  cannot  refrain  fiom  asking  a  question  upon  a  kindred  subject. 
There  is  a  vast  evil  which  is  ruining  both  young  women  and  young 
men.  Of  course  you  are  familiar  with  it.  I  refer  to  self-abuse,  and 
particularly  in  young  women.  I  know  not  to  what  extent  this  is 
carried  in  other  places,  but  it  is  an  alarming  evil  in  this  vicinity. 
Within  the  bounds  of  my  parish  (I  am  trying  to  fight,  in  word  and 
deed,  all  forms  of  evil)  there  are  no  less  than  four  3'oung  women 
whose  physical  and  mental  vigor  are  entirely  wasted,  and  who,  if 
they  do  not  die  from  its  effects,  must  lead  miserable  lives,  a  burden 
to  themselves  and  every  one  else. 

''  '  One  of  these  j'oung  women  says  that  this  is  a  common  practice 
with  girls  of  all  classes,  illiterate  and  educated,  vulgar  and  refined  ; 
and  that  most,  if  not  all,  of  them  imagine  no  evil  in  it,  until  they 
learn  by  sad  experience. 

"  '  You  have  taken  a  noble  stand  regarding  '  fashionable  murder.* 
If  you  have  anj''  such  attack  on  ph3'sical,  mental,  and  moral  suicide, 
I  wish  to  obtain  it.  If  not  one  of  your  own,  can  you  tell  me  where  I 
can  find  something  that  I  can,  with  perfect  propriety  (I  am  not  over- 
fastidious),  give  to  young  women,  and  circulate  freely  among  them? 
If  there  is  no  such  book,  would  it  not  be  doing  a  good  work,  blessing 
humanity  and  serving  God,  to  take  steps  for  its  preparation?  Phy- 
sicians must  do  this,  but  all  good  men  will  back  them  in  it.' "  * 

*  On  Self- Abuse  in  "Women,  its  Causation  and  Rational  Treatment.    "Western  Journal  of 
Medicine,  August,  1869,  p.  450. 
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EDITOEIAL  XOTES. 

To  WRITE  AX  oiJiTUARY  NOTICE  of  a  Hviug  man  is 
ever  a  thankless  task.  Still  more  so  must  this  be  the 
case  when  the  attitude  of  the  recipient  of  the  compli- 
ment toward  its  sender  has  been  such  as  to  render  his 
last  sad  olHces  seem,  however  unjustly,  to  savor  of  sar- 
casm, or,  that  w^orst  of  offences  at  a  funeral,  insincerity. 

On  Thursday,  June  30th,  1870,  in  this  city,  there 
dropped  unexpectedly  from  the  editorial  firmament,* 
what  has  been  considered  by  its  admirei's  the  wonder- 
ful Star  of  the  East.  Without  premonition  of  any 
kind,  and  against  every  prediction  of  the  professional 
almanac,  down  it  came,  with  a  dead  weight,  that  has 
carried  it  into  the  ground,  fiir  out  of  sight.  This  effect 
seems  to  have  been,  from  mere  vis  inertia?,  a  heavy,  life- 
less fall,  —  not  that  of  a  meteor,  but  rather  one  of  the 
pseudo-aerolites  of  the  Fourth  of  July,  which  goes  up 
a  rocket,  and  comes  down  a  stick. 

He  has  vanished.  The  pages  of  his  past,  sparkling, 
as  the  profession  had  a  right  to  expect  that  they  shoidd, 
with  the  coruscations  characteristic  of  an  elegant  leisure; 
using  wealth,  education,  inherent  intellectual  bright- 
ness, and  a  manly,  generous  disposition,  only  for  the 
benefit  of  others,  and  never  for  narrow,  sinister,  or  sel- 
fish ends,  —  will  ever  remind  us  of  the  dear  departed. 
They  present,  what  the  many  readers  of  "Alice's  Ad- 
ventures in  Wonderland "f  will  remember  as  the  most 
tantalizing  of  conceivable  deprivations,  the  feline  "grin 
without  the  cat." 

To  us,  the  loss  is  an  inconsolable  one.    We  had  hoped, 

♦  Boston  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal.     New  Series,  Vol.  v.,  No.  2G,  p.  494. 
f  A  book  OS  aiuu.«iug  to  old  a.^  to  little  people.     Published  by  Lee  &  Sbcpard.     No  one 
shuuld  fail  to  see  the  illustrntion  to  which  wo  have  referred. 
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for  years  yet,  of  the  reasonable  and  true  enjoyment  that 
the  contemplation  of  him,  his  intellectual  feats,  and  his 
generous  acts,  has  hitherto  afforded  us.  But  it  seems 
that  this  was  not  to  be.  Like  a  brave  general  upon  the 
battle-field,  at  the  time  of  the  most  imminent  peril  he 
has  crept  to  the  rear,  and  there,  without  confession  of 
wound,  he  has  given  up  the  editorial  ghost. 


In  succeeding  the  martyred  P ,  as  the  respon- 
sible editor  of  the  ^^  Boston  Medical  and  Surgical  Jour- 
nal," Dr.  Francis  H.  Brown  has  assumed  a  task  that 
we  fear  will  require  more  than  his  acknowledged  very 
excellent  ability.  Steadily  slipping  behindhand  for 
many  years  in  its  hold  upon  professional  opinion,  save 
during  the  short,  but  brilliant  period  when  Dr.  Cheever, 
by  his  own  great  personal  force,  almost  unaided,  en- 
deavored to  galvanize  it  into  life  again,  and  gave  up 
in  despair,  finding  the  task  impossible,  —  the  mouth- 
piece of  the  "  Boston  School "  has  shared  the  fortunes 
of  its  virtual  directors,  and  our  friend  shows  a  heroism 
worthy  a  better  cause,  when  he  becomes  the  calker  at 
sea  of  a  sinking  ship. 

The  owners  of  the  ^^  Journal,"  who  are  also  its  pub- 
lishers, and  are  not  themselves  of  the  profession,  have 
taken  the  only  step  that  can  possibly  save  them;  but 
we  fear  that  it  comes  too  late.  When  prestige  has  gone, 
one  notices  threadbare  garments  which  were  lost  sight 
of  while  a  crown  overtopped  them.  They  have  at  once 
ejected  the  editor  who  had  publicly  so  prided  himself 
upon   being  a  cheaply^  purchased   tool,   though  it  is 

*  "Wo  hardly  know,"  he  said,  "how  to  express  our  thanks  for  the  invaluable  gift  (the 
Catalogue  of  the  Anatomical  Museum)  that  has  come  to  us  addressed  as  '  from  the  Medical 
Faculty  of  Harvard  University.'"  Boston  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal,  June  19,  1870,  p. 
46(). 
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only  right  to  suppose  that  his  publishers  endorsed,  so 
long  as  they  dared,  his  policy,  and  they  have  thrown  to 
the  winds  a  portion  of  those  precious  dogmas  that  have 
hitherto  been  the  only  password  to  support  and  to  po- 
sition, to  fortune  and  to  fame,  here  in  Boston.  Dr. 
Brown  has  done  well  in  acknowledging  the  power  that 
specialism  in  medicine  has  now  acquired."^  A  skilled 
especiaUst  himself,  he  could  do  no  otherwise.  He  has 
uttered,  moreover,  brave  words,  when  he  avows  inde- 
pendence of  the  clique  and  school,  and  disclaims  all  in- 
tention of  acknowledging  personal  issues.  AV  ith  the  ex- 
perience that  he  has  had  as  the  founder  of  the  Cliildren's 
Hospital,  of  the  selfishness  and  arrogance,  and  accus- 
tomed descent  to  personal  animosities,  of  that  clique  and 
school,  he  could  say  no  less.  Thus  far  he  is  in  accord  with 
the  mass  of  the  physicians  of  ]!^ew  England.  He  had 
no  need  to  study  the  professional  pulse,  for  it  therein 
beat  with  his  own.  If  he  stops  here,  however,  as  in 
his  second  issue  f  he  asks  to  do,  he  but  half  completes 
his  work.  There  is  not  merely  the  future  to  make,  but 
the  past  to  atone  for;  not  a  commencement  with  fair 
white  sheets  of  paper,  but  a  blotted  file  to  cleanse  or 
burn.  He  is  no  longer  Dr.  B.,  with  merely  an  hon- 
oral)le,  unspotted  private  record,  but  the  editor  of  the 
B.  M.  &  S.  J.,  with  its  printed  history  to  boast  or  be 
ashamed  of. 

This  is  a  matter  not  concerning  himself  alone;  it  lies 
an  unsightly  nuisance  of  green,  unburied  bones  be- 
tween him  and  the  profession.  He  carries  the  spade, 
and  they  disinfectants;  one  or  the  other  of  the  twain 
must  be  applied.  He  may  say  that  matters  of  the  past 
are  no  affairs  of  his;  that  he  is  but  a  hired  servant  in  the 
hands  of  his  pul^Ushers,  and  as  likely  as  his  j^redecessors 

♦  Boston  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal,  July  7, 1870,  p.  11.     f  Ibid.,  Julj  14,  1870,  p.  27. 
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to  be  thrown  as  a  sop  to  that  Cerberus,  the  advancmg 
spirit  of  the  profession.  Did  those  pubhsiiers,  however, 
imagine,  and  yet  judging  from  the  past  they  Avere 
probably  bhnd  enoug^h  to  do  so,  that  the  long  series  of 
insults  to  the  general  professional  intelligence,  culminat- 
ing in  the  late  attemjDt  at  whitewashing  Prof.  B., 
of  Harvard  College,  could  be  forever  indulged  in  with 
impunity  to  themselves?  Public  sentiment,  thus  out- 
raged, is  like  individual  honor.  It  acknowledges  no 
half-way  measures,  like  the  persuading  a  good  fellow, 
w^iom  no  gentleman  could  like  even  to  seem  to  injure, 
to  an  editor's  chair.  In  such  an  issue,  there  can  only  be 
an  unconditional  surrender.  What,  however,  the  Messrs. 
Clapp  have  already  yielded  is  an  acknowledgment  of 
defeat.     The  besiegers  are  now  within  their  fort. 


It  will  have  been  perceived  by  our  last  paragraph 
that  we  would  not  be  thought  to  approve  of  personali- 
ties, even  in  the  way  of  discipline.  The  calling  of  exact 
names,  even  for  the  conferring  of  honor,  is  a  habit  that 
we  have  never  approved  of,  and,  besides,  it  would  be 
wicked  in  these  dog-days  of  August  to  attach  such  re- 
sounding metal  to  any  vertebral  appendage.  A  moral 
is  always  easily  enough  to  be  pointed. 

We  have  been  a  good  deal  amused  by  a  letter  formally 
sent  to  the  Gynaecological  Society  by  one  of  the  oldest 
professors  in  the  Medical  School  of  this  city;  upon  the 
reflections  against  the  Society,  contained  in  which,  a 
committee  of  its  members,  appointed  for  the  purpose, 
have  as  formally  returned  their  opinion.  Whether  or 
not  the  seemingly  official  document  was  intended  to 
express  the  feelings  of  the  whole  Faculty,  we  do  not 
know,  and  it  don't  much  matter.    However  this  may  be, 
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the  letter  distinctly  states  that  it  was  inspired  by  what  oc- 
curred at  the  annual  meeting  of  the  Massachusetts  Medi- 
cal Society,  when,  as  will  be  well  recollected,  that  Soci- 
ety, partly  at  the  instigation  of  the  Gyna3cological,  took 
from  the  diploma  of  the  Ilarv-ard  School  its  undue  advan- 
tage over  those  of  every  other  college  in  this  country, 
and  expelled  the  horde  of  its  graduates,  who,  under 
cover  of  that  hitherto  omnipotent  document,  "had  chosen 
to  walk  in  the  paths  of  pseudo-science."*  We  do  not 
wonder  that  the  classic  lips  in  Grove  Street  dislike  to 
drink  that  gall. 

We  shall  endeavor  to  outvie  in  courtesy  the  venera- 
ble gentleman,  and  to  strip  from  the  shoulders  that  have 
hitherto  boi'ue  them  what  have  seemed  in  the  eyes  of 
the  profession  grievous  loads.  It  cannot  have  been 
this  person  who  so  unwarrantably,  and,  had  he  been 
younger,  one  would  have  said  ignorantly,  defamed 
Prof.  Oppolzer,f  and  was  so  efficiently  answered  by  his 
younger  associate  in  the  Medical  School. J  But  the 
lion  has  lain  down  again  with  his  lamb,  as  has  been  al- 
most always  the  case  in  that  happy  family;  where  the 
demonstrator  of  anatomy,  menaced  by  the  digester  of 
Prof.  Sanborn's  views  upon  Ununited  Fracture,  turns 
the  tables  upon  their  central  point,  and  dictates  the  pro- 
motion that  he  at  once  received;  where  one  lecturer 
calls  attention  in  print  to  another  lecturer's  ophthalmo- 
logical  wisdom;  §  where  the  discoverer  of  the  ^^oscilla- 


♦  Ibid.,  May  19,  1870,  p.  382.  As  we  foretold  would  be  the  case,  the  Journal  referred  to 
is  endeavoring,  in  the  evident  interest  of  the  college,  tu  persuade  the  Fellows  of  the 
Massachusetts  Medical  Society  that  what  has  been  done  cannot  be  done.  Sympathizers  with 
qiuvckery,  as  the  gentlemen  in  this  city  who  consult  with  irregular  practitioners  would  seem 
to  be,  would  be  very  likely  to  call  the  battle  which  has  successful! v  been  fouglit,  "  un- 
constitutional "  and  improper.  See  Boston  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal,  July  28,  1870, 
p.  5'J. 

t  Ibid.,  January  27,  1870,  p.  63.  i  Ibid.,  April  29,  1869,  p.  207. 

§  Ibid.,  March  25,  1869,  p.  136. 
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tory  wave  of  the  subclavian  vein,"  —  according  to  Tar- 
dieu,  the  "most  curious"  suggestion  of  all  medico-legal 
science,  —  dictates  the  expulsion  of  an  antagonist  first 
attacked  by  himself,  whose  attempt  at  obtaining  a  fair 
hearing  he  pronounces  "  a  sudden  fit  of  mental  aberra- 
tion;" and  whence  his  own  Kip  Van  Winkle  of  physio- 
logical lore  periodically  emerges,  as  the  clown  of  the 
professional  circus,  —  the  glittering  harlequin  to  amuse 
metaphysical  babes,  —  the  very,  vciy  expert  performer 
at  religious  thimblerigging,*  —  w^ith  the  most  extensive 
local  reputation  of  all  poetasters,  the  least  egotistic  of 
men,  and  therefore  applying  the  term  with  the  best  of 
grace  to  others,  —  a  propounder  of  "penance"  and  a 
doer  thereof,  —  with  a  cap  and  bells,  at  olden  courts,  this 
greatest  of  intellectual  pigmies  would  have  been  worth 
his  weight  in  diamonds. 

From  that  shining  galaxy  it  was  that  a  late  Pro- 
fessor of  Obstetrics  and  Medical  Jurisprudence,  indig- 
nant at  the  injustice  done  to  his  son  for  simply  speaking 
the  truth,  would  four  years  ago  have  severed  himself. 
Persuaded  against  his  wish  to  remain,  lest  his  resigna- 
tion, so  it  was  pleaded,  might  injure  the  University,  and 
blinded  by  evil  wiles  to  the  fact  that  his  silence  and  his 
tarry  were  interpreted,  as  it  was  intended  that  they 
should  be,  in  condemnation  of  that  son's  course,  he  for 
the  time  tied  the  hands  that  were  lifted  in  self-defence; 
for  a  blow  then  struck  would  have  seemed  parricidal. 
Thence  at  last,  but  none  too  late,  the  father  has  emerged, 
and  the  son's  hands,  none  the  weaker  for  their  enforced 
delay,  are  again  free. 

As  members  of  the  press,  we  combat  only  for  the 
Right.  Individual  experience,  as  we  have  said  of  our 
fresh   contemporary.  Dr.    Brown,  gives   men    a   more 

»  Vide  "Elsie  Venner"  ;  "The  Guardian  Angel,"  etc. 
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lively  understanding  of  the  needs,  actual  or  possible,  of 
their  constituents.  As  we  stated  long  ago,  we  recog- 
nize no  personality  in  those  whom  we  expose.  They 
are  either  "unfortunate  patients  requiring  the  probe,  or 
still  more  unfortunate  delinquents  demanding  disci- 
pline." 


What  will  they  do  with  it?  is  the  question  we 
are  daily  asked,  by  letter  or  otherwise,  concerning  the 
Harvard  Faculty,  and  the  case  of  Prof.  Buckingham ;  and 
we  rejDly,  as  regularly,  that  it  will  undoubtedly  continue 
to  wear  the  Case  round  its  neck  as  an  ornament  or  in 
defiance,  while  all  the  while  the  lapse  of  time,  in  default 
of  an  explanation,  is  making  the  suspicion  heavier  and 
heavier,  till  like  as  by  a  mill-stone  the  college  is 
crushed. 

If  the  school  can  afford  this  delay,  so  can  the  profes- 
sion at  large.  The  community,  it  is  true,  have  already 
become  disastrously  influenced  as  against  their  medi- 
cal advisers;  for  if  this,  it  is  generally  ver}^  plausibly 
argued,  were  the  representative  obstetrician,  what  in 
the  name  of  humanity  must  be  the  ordinary  average  of 
practitioners?  And  there  is  growing  a  very  visible  ten- 
dency to  trust  parturition  to  the  unwatched  j^owers  of 
nature,  rather  than  employ  attendants  who  are  charged 
in  effect  with  practi.sing  meddlesome  midwifery,  cover- 
ing unpardonably  uncombated  bleeding  to  death  by  the 
technical  term  of  "shock,"  and  calling  post-partum  hem- 
orrhage, ordinary  "  placenta  pra3via,"  and  seem  to  de- 
cline to  take  every  possible  means  to  refute  an  imputa- 
tion of  so  grave  a  description. 

If  Dr.  Brown  cannot  be  induced  to  publish  in  his 
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Journal,  the  explanation  that  it  has  been  understood  has 
been  read  before  the  Boston  Obstetrical  Society,  we 
place  our  pages  at  the  disposal  of  the  parties  interested. 
"We  sincerely  hope  for  their  sake,  and  that  of  the  pro- 
fession, that  some  such  step  will  be  taken.  One  thing 
is  certain,  —  an  explanation,  and  a  satisfactory  one  too, 
must  be  given,  or  else  that  Power,  which  it  was  decided 
at  Washington  has  control  even  over  the  colleges,  will 
apply  as  severe  discipline  to  his  apologists  as  has  been 
wreaked  upon  the  individual  offender  by  the  supposed 
sufferer. 


With  the  case,  had  been  asked,  what  will  be  done? 
The  same  query  is  already  applied,  in  default  of  the  ex- 
planation to  which  we  have  just  alluded,  to  the  again 
practically  vacant  chair.  Among  the  physicians  in  this 
city,  there  is  one  for  whom,  till  now,  we  have  constantly 
labored,  both  with  and  without  his  knowledge.  A  Scotch- 
man, and  during  a  session  Simpson's  class  assistant, — 
brave  apparently,  and  till  it  was  possible  that  by  an- 
other's manliness  he  might  become  the  successor  of  Prof. 
B.,  —  he  stood  shoulder  to  shoulder  with  ourselves  in 
the  fray  of  1867,  when  certain  gay  deceivers  here  went 
down  before  the  American  Medical  Association.  Offered 
a  bribe  to  desert  us  then,  he  spurned  it,  and  thereby  won 
our  higher  respect  and  affection,  and  the  hatred  of 
those  to  whom  we  have  alluded.  We  have  more  than 
once  in  these  pages,  byname,  attempted  to  do  him  honor. 

We  regret  that  he  has  now  compelled  us  to  turn  the 
leaf.  Can  we,  however,  longer  urge  for  the  professor- 
ship, one  who  is  publicly  damning  with  faint  praise  the 
dead  master,  upon  whom  was  builded  whatever  of  pro- 
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fessional  reputation  he  has  attained,  and  who  strove  to 
persuade  from  his  habor  of  love,  upon  the  ground  that 
it  would  disgrace  him,  —  so  we  learn  from  the  gentleman 
himself,  —  the  eloquent  fellow-countryman,  whose  em- 
bahnment  of  Simpson's  memory  in  the  love  of  the  out- 
side world,  we  present  to  our  readers  as  the  supplement 
to  this  month's  Journal.  Can  it  be  because,  as  has  been 
shown  by  his  own  confession,  sent  to  us,  as  we  men- 
tioned last  month,  from  the  grave,  he  avowed  one  opin- 
ion concerning  chloroform  in  Edinbui-gh,  and  has  seemed 
to  hold  just  the  opposite  in  Boston?  It  is  not  possible 
that  he  too,  of  all  men,  has  at  last  found  his.  price. 


AxD  SUCH  A  price!  Dr.  B.,  who  afterwards  bar- 
tered himself  in  the  same  slave-market,  was  accustomed 
to  say  of  a  former  colleague  in  the  old  Boylston 
Medical  School,  thus  manipulated,  that  "Prof.  C.  was 
bought,  while  the  college  w^as  sold."  We  do  not  like 
to  quote  such  irreverent  words.  Far  better  is  it  to  ex- 
press simple  wonder,  for  which  there  has  been  reason 
enough,  of  the  usual  kind,  within  the  last  few  weeks. 

We  notice,  for  instance,  with  admiration,  the  late  ap- 
pointment of  Dr.  Robert  T.  Edes,  of  this  city,  as  as- 
sistant professor  of  Materia  Medica,  in  Harvard  College. 
From  the  doctor's  fondness  for  a  special  study.  Patho- 
logical Anatomy,  and  the  eminence  that  he  has  aheady 
gained  therein,  by  his  papers  in  the  "St.  Louis  Medical 
Journal,'-  and  elsewhere,  a  stranger  would  have  sup- 
posed that  the  powers  that  be  would  have  aimed  to  en- 
courage his  advance  in  that  direction,  rather  than  to 
divert  his  attention  or  bury  him  beneath  their  accus- 
tomed bushel,  by  an  appointment  to  a  position  for  which 
there  were  others  faitlifully  and  successfully  preparin* 
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themselves.  But  these,  possibly,  were  too  independent 
men,  while  the  one  with  whom  Dr.  Edes  might  have 
competed  for  the  Pathological  Chair  perhaps  possesses 
already  its  promise;  the  event  will  tell.  But  it  is  the 
good  old  policy  of  Boston,  by  which  Dalton,  and  Bum- 
stead,  and  many  others  that  we  might  name,  were  driven 
away,  in  order  that  the  balance  of  power  here  might  in 
no  wise  be  disturbed. 

Fortunately,  however,  there  are  instances  in  which 
the  upholders  of  that  policy  have  found  more  than  their 
match.  We  have  mentioned  the  instance  of  Dr. 
Cheever,  who,  from  being  a  mere  subordinate,  became,  by 
resistance  to  this  spirit  of  oppression,  himself  the  dic- 
tator; his  terms,  which  were  accepted,  meaning  no  less 
than  practical  equality  with  the  Professor  of  Surgery, 
and  the  delivery  of  some  thirty  lectures  each  year  at 
the  City  Hospital.  Similar  is  the  case  of  Dr.  Hawes, 
of  the  Dental  School,  who,  treated  with  indignity, 
for  no  reason  that  we  can  conjecture,  except  his  having 
read  a  paper  before  the  Gynaecological  Society,*  sends 
in  his  resignation  as  a  subordinate,  and  is  immediately 
promoted  to  the  position  of  assistant  professor,  and  con- 
firmed as  such  by  the  Overseers  of  the  college  at  the 
meeting  of  July  13th. 

While  the  matter  was  still  in  abeyance,  we  suggested 
to  President  Eliot,  exercising  the  right  of  every  alum- 
nus, that  it  was  his  duty  to  put  a  stop  to  these  disgrace- 
ful attempts  at  injustice,  which  of  late  years  have  brought 
such  deserved  discredit  upon  the  school.  It  is  possible 
that  their  free  ventilation  may  accomplish  the  reform 
which  the  late  Dr.  W.  J.  Walker  had  so  much  at  heart, 
and  which,  delayed,  at  last  more  surely  comes. 


*  This  Journal,  Januafy,  1870,  p.  34. 
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"WlIEXEVER     THE     POLARITIES     MEET,"    SOyS     Emcr- 

son,  "  whenever  the  fresh  moral  sentiment,  the  instinct 
of  freedom  and  duty,  come  in  direct  opposition  to  fos- 
sil conservatism,  the  spark  will  pass." 

It  was  thus  that  the  great  May  victory,  to  be  but  the 
precursor  of  others  yet  to  come,  was  gained  by  the 
Massachusetts  Medical  Society  over  the  parasites  who 
have  so  long  been  living  upon  its  life.  Potent  though 
unexpected  aid  was  there  from  abroad,  an  earnest  of  the 
support  furnished  by  the  American  Medical  Associa- 
tion to  those  who  acknowledge  and  uphold  its  authority. 
The  Society  met,  it  w^as  generally  said  beforehand,  to 
give  the  "arch-disturber  of  the  public  peace"  his  "  final " 
quietus.  Let  those  who  w^ere  not  present  imagine  the 
confusion  of  those  who,  expecting  to  be  the  execution- 
ers, were  compelled  to  listen  to  such  unaccustomed 
truths  as  the  follow^ing.  We  quote  from  the  remarks  of 
Dr.  Henry  Darwin  Didama,  of  Syracuse,  delegate 
from  the  New  York  State  Medical  Society.  These 
pithy,  electric  sentences  were  like  the  match  to  gun- 
powder.    The  rock  was  quickly  riven. 

"  I  should  esteem  it  a  high  honor,"  thus  Dr.  Diderman, 
as  the  "  Boston  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal "  venge- 
fully  spelled  his  name,*  "  to  represent  the  New  York 
State  Medical  Society  anywhere;  but  to  be  a  delegate 
to  the  Massachusetts  Medical  Society,  sitting  in  Bos- 
ton, is  a  rare  felicity. 

"For  Boston  is  not  only  the  hub,  from  which  all  good 
things  radiate  to  us  poor  fellows  in  the  distance,  but  it 
is  the  social  and  intellectual  Mecca  to  wdiich  we  must 
all  make  our  pilgi'image,  if  we  would  live  in  style,  and 
die  in  peace. 

"  So  entirely  does  Boston  occupy  our  thoughts  and 

♦  Loc.  citat.  May  2G,  1870. 
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affections,  in  the  rural  districts,  that  when  our  mothers 
are  in  a  certain  delicate  but  coveted  condition,  they  de- 
light to  speak  of  themselves  as  ^  on  the  road  to  Boston.' 
And  after  we  are  fairly  born,  we  are  ^  trot-trotted  to  Bos- 
ton to  buy  a  loaf  of  bread,'  as  a  panacea  for  all  our  in- 
fantile pains  and  griefs. 

"  The  Massachusetts  Society  occupies  a  high  position 
in  the  medical  world.  Your  opinions  influence,  if  they 
do  not  control,  us. 

"  When  you  refuse  to  admit  to  3^our  favored  circle 
the  graduates  of  foreign  schools,  unless  they  shall  first 
pass  an  examination  before  your  Board  of  Censors,  we 
meekly  accept  the  conditions,  and  lament  that  we  are 
but  ignorant  outside  barbarians. 

"  The  dictum,  attributed  to  one  of  your  early  and  most 
distinguished  physicians,  that  ^  the  best  treatment  for  in- 
flammatory rheumatism  is  six  Aveeks,'  has  undoubtedly 
condemned  many  a  poor  wretch  to  a  month  of  needless 
suffering. 

^^  Your  Society,  it  is  well  known,  tabooed  chloroform. 
Now,  such  is  our  confidence  in  your  decisions,  that  al- 
though we,  in  the  western  wilds,  venture  to  use  chloro- 
form occasionally,  we  always  do  so  with  great  fear  and 
trembling.  I  know  that  my  friend  S has  a  charita- 
ble word  for  this  European  anaesthetic;    but  then  you 

are  all  aware  that  S is  regarded  here  in  Boston  as 

little  better  than  a  heathen  man  and  a  publican."^ 

"  You  have  a  wise  and  witty  poet- physiologist  belong- 
ing to  your  Society.  Some  time  ago  he  declared  that 
medicines  do  as  much  harm  as  good.     Our  respect  for 


*  When  the  votes  vindicating  the  authority  of  the  American  Medical  Association  over 
the  College  and  the  Society  were  passed,  a  few  moments  after  the  above  remarks  were  made, 

Dr. ,  of  this  city,  apparently  forgetting  his  own  past  history,  turned  to  the  senior 

editor  of  this  Journal,  and  exclaimed  in  great  heat,  that  he  wished  "  S was  hung,  and  " 

(to  give  greater  point  to  the  remark  we  suppose)  "  thrown  out  of  the  window." 
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his  judgment  and  experience  was  such  that  we  were 
restrained  from  casting  the  contents  of  all  ,our  drug 
shops  into  the  sea,  only  by  our  sharing  with  him  a  ten- 
der regard  for  the  welfare  of  the  fishes. 

"  You  may  well  be  proud  of  your  Society ;  for  al- 
though we  foreigners  do  sometimes  complain  of  your 
exclusiveness  and  your  rigid  adherence  to  Boston  no- 
tions, we  are  happy  to  admit  that  you  preserve  the  med- 
ical faith  in  its  purity;  that  you  stand  fast  by  the  Code 
of  Ethics ;  that  you  preserve  yom*  garments  unspotted 
from  contact  with  irregular  practitioners ;  and  that  you 
labor,  wisely  and  well,  to  elevate  the  standard  of  medi- 
cal education." 

We  regret  that  such  a  volley  of  sarcasm  as  this  had 
come  to  be  required.  It  served,  however,  to  show  our 
mutual  admirationists  the  contempt  with  which  they  are 
viewed  by  the  leaders  of  opinion  elsewhere.  Think,  for 
instance,  of  a  western  journalist  not  long  since  saying, — 
we  dislike  to  reproduce  such  language, —  of  the  great 
pan-jandrum  of  Boston  physic,  whom  Gov.  Claflin  said 
at  the  Massachusetts  Society's  dinner  was  his  choice  as 
family  attendant  because  he  gave  less  medicine  than 
the  homoeopaths,  that  he  had  essayed  "  to  bestride  the 
continent  like  a  veritable  Colossus  (this  was  before  the 
Californian  trip),  and  had  split  himself  asunder  in  the 
vain  attempt." 

It  is  unpleasant  thus  to  have  to  hold  the  mirror  up 
to  nature.  It  were  far  more  to  our  taste  to  edit  "The 
Ploughshare,"  or  "The  Pruning  Hook,"  than  "The 
Lantern,"  or  "La  Marseillaise."  One  sometimes  has 
had  "to  learn  his  lesson  in  a  bitter  school.  Yet  if 
the  pupil  be  of  a  texture  to  bear  it,  the  best  university 
that  can  be  recommended  is  the  gauntlet  of  the  mobs. 
Upon  such  a  pupil,  neither  money,  nor  politeness,  nor 
hard  words,  nor  eggs,  nor  blows,  nor  brickbats,  make 
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any  impression."  *  "  The  power  of  Chatham,  of  Pericles, 
of  Luther,"  continues  the  man  of  peace,  "  rested  on  this 
strength  of  character,  which,  because  it  did  not  and 
could  not  fear  anybody,  made  nothing  of  their  antag- 
onists, and  became  sometimes  exquisitely  provoking 
and  sometimes  terrific  to  these." 


In"  view  of  the  fact  that  there  are  Fellows  of  the 
Massachusetts  Medical  Society,  now  in  full  standing, 
who  are  habitual  abortionists,  the  Gynaecological  Soci- 
ety has  decided,  by  vote  at  its  meeting  of  June  21st,  to 
take  the  initiative  towards  their  expulsion  from  the 
State  Society.  It  therefore  invites  evidence  of  such  a 
character  as  shall  ensure  conviction,  with  reference  to 
any  case  that  may  have  occurred  within  the  limits  of 
Massachusetts. 

We  have  already  referred  in  these  pages  to  the  fre- 
quency of  the  crime,  its  true  character,  and  its  effect  in 
causing  serious  uterine  maladies.  The  Society  consid- 
ers the  prevention  of  disease  even  more  important  than 
its  cure;  and  it  is  a  matter  of  congratulation  that  in 
one  notorious  instance,  that  at  Lynn,f  the  physicians 
of  the  neighborhood  are  taking  such  steps  as  shall  tend 
to  vindicate,  so  far  as  they  are  concerned,  the  good 
name  of  the  profession. 

*  Society  and  Solitude.     Fields,  Osgood,  &  Co.,  Boston,  1870,  p.  85. 
t  This  Journal,  September,  1869,  p.  188;  January,  1870,  p.  62. 
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MEMORIAM 
ES  YOUNG   SIMPSON, 


(OF  Edinburgh). 

By  Rev.  James  B.  Dunn,  Boston. 

{Delivered  at  the  request  of  the  Gynacological  Society,  19th  June,  1870.)* 

" Blessed  are  the  dead  which  die  in  the  Lord  from  henceforth:   Yea,  saith  the  Spirit, 
that  they  may  rest  from  their  labors;  and  thoir  works  do  follow  them."  . 

—  Revelation  xiv.  13. 

Chief  among  the  striking  characters  I  remember  to 
have  often  met  years  ago  in  the  streets  of  my  native 
city,  were  two,  whose  impressive  forms  never  failed  to 
arrest  attention  even  in  the  most  crowded  thorough- 
fares.    I   think   I    see    them    now.     That    tall,   broad, 

*    "  Hotel  Pelham,  30th  May,  1870. 

"  My  dear  Sir,  —  At  the  memorial  meeting  of  the  Gynaecological  Society  of  Boston, 
held  on  the  evening  of  May  17th,  in  honor  of  its  beloved  associate,  the  late  Professor  Sir 
James  Y.  Simpson,  of  Edinburgh,  it  was  unanimously  voted  to  request  you  to  pronounce  a 
public  eulogy  upon  the  deceased,  at  such  time  and  place  as  you  may  elect. 

"  To  the  medical  profession.  Dr.  Simpson  has  long  stood  as  the  type,  not  merely  of  the 
manliness  and  the  wisdom,  the  heartiness  and  hospitality,  that  so  distinguish  the  Scottish 
character,  but  of  its  devoted  and  beautiful  religious  spirit.  lie  has  been,  not  merely  the 
philosopher,  the  discoverer,  and  the  bold  reformer  of  ancient  abuses,  —  not  merely  the  good 
friend  of  his  patients  and  of  his  race,  —  but  the  steadfast  servant  of  the  Living  God.  As 
such,  above  and  beyond  all  else,  it  is  that  wo  would  honor  him. 

"  Trusting  that  to  accede  to  the  wish  of  the  Society  will  not  seriously  interfere  with 
any  of  the  manifold  duties  you  have  already  assumed,  and  Convinced  that  you  do  indeed 
mourn  with  us  the  untimely  death  of  your  great  townsman, 

"  I  am  yours  sincerely, 

"UOilATIO  R.  STORER,  Secretary. 

"Rev.  Dr.  Dunn." 


"  187  We^t  Canton  Street,  June  7,  1870. 

"My  dear  Sir,  —  Yours  of  the  30th  May,  informing  me  of  the  action  of  the  Gyna;- 

cological  Society  at  it.s  recent  memorial   meeting,  is  before  me.     Much  as  I  should  have 

preferred  the  duty  required  of  me  had  devolved  upon  some  one  better  qualified  to  do  the 

subject  justice,  still  I  have  no  desire  to  shirk  the  responsibility,  and  will  therefore  willingly 
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robust,  commandiDg  figure,  around  whose  finely  formed 
head  the  silvery  hak  flows  in  wavy  locks,  is  Professor 
Wilson,  popularly  known  as  Christopher  j^orth.  That 
other,  short,  thick-set  figure,  bearing  the  massive  head, 
—  with  hair  as  long  if  not  as  wavy,  —  like  Bacchus 
"  crowned  with  head  of  Jove,"  is,  in  personal  appear- 
ance, as  remarkable.  Once  seen  he  can  never  be  for- 
gotten. No  more  can  one  fail  to  recognize  the  influ- 
ence of  his  presence,  and  the  power  of  his  wonderful 
eye.  To  see  him  as  he  was  seen  but  a  few  weeks  ago, 
one  would  have  thought  that  the  vigorous  vitality  of 
that  frame  would  have  carried  him  at  least  to  three- 
score and  ten.  Alas !  Sir  James  Young  Simpson  — 
for  such  is  he  —  has  passed  away;  and,  to-night,  we 
speak  of  him  as  one  that  was,  but  whose  influence  still 
lives.  For  ^^  Blessed  are  the  dead  which  die  in  the 
Lord  from  henceforth :  Yea,  saith  the  Spirit,  that  they 
may  rest  from  their  labors;  and  their  works  do  follow 
them."  It  is  a  solemn  thing  to  die;  solemn  to  think 
that  go  where  we  may,  do  what  we  may,  our  steps  are 
constantly  and  inevitably  tending  to  the  tomb:  — 

"  And  our  hearts,  though  stout  and  brave, 
Still  like  muffled  drums  are  beating 
Funeral  marches  to  the  grave." 

But,  though  solemn,  there  is  no  reason  why  it  should 
be  dreaded,  and  the  subject  loathed.  Oh,  no!  for  saith 
the  Scriptures,  "  Blessed  are  the  dead."  That  is,  those 
who  die  in  the  Lord;  who  die  trusting  in  the  Lord; 

bear  my  humble  testimony  to  the  memory  and  excellences  of  one  whom  all  ranks  and  con- 
ditions of  people  delighted  to  honor.  I  would  therefore  name  the  Beach  Street  Presbyte- 
rian Church  in  this  city,  as  the  place,  and  Sabbath  evening,  June  the  nineteenth,  as  the  ear- 
liest time  when  I  can,  with  justice  to  my  other  engagements,  preach  an  In  Memoriam  sermou 
in  honor  of  the  late  Sir  James  Young  Simpson,  my  fellow-townsman. 

**  Yours  very  truly, 

"  JAMES- B.  DUNN. 
"  To  Dr.  H.  R..  Storer,  Secretary  Gynaecological  Society." 
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'Nvho  die  having  evidence  of  their  acceptance  with  him. 
They  are  blessed  l^ecanse  they  have  been  washed  in 
him  who  took  away  the  sting  of  death,  and  won  a  vic- 
tory over  the  grave.  Because  they  are  at  rest.  Their 
toils  in  the  service  of  Christ,  their  labors  in  promoting 
his  cause,  are  ended.  In  heaven  from  all  such  weari- 
some toil  they  are  freed.  There  their  works  do  follow 
them.  That  is,  the  rewards  or  fruits  of  their  hibors 
follow  them. 

How  true  this  is  of  him  who  is  the  subject  of  our 
discourse,  will  be  manifest  if  we  consider  that 

I.  He  was  a  self-made  man,  —  The  heathens  had  a 
goddess  whom  they  called  Fortune.  She  is  commonly 
represented  standing  by  a  wheel.  From  this,  which 
she  turns  round  and  round,  are  drawn  the  blanks  and 
l^rizes  in  which  she  assigns  their  different  destinies  to 
men,  without  any  respect  to  their  merits  or  demerits. 
She  could  not  do  otherwise,  indeed;  for,  while  her 
hand  is  on  the  wheel,  a  bandage  is  on  her  eyes.  So 
some  men  think  it  is  with  the  world;  everything  is  of 
chance;  some  are  children  of  fortune,  others  of  misfor- 
tune. Xothing  coukl  be  more  fallacious.  There  is  no 
royal  road  to  honor.  Of  true  greatness  it  may  be 
averred  that  none  can  be  born  to  it;  none  can  have  it 
thrust  upon  them;  that  he  who  would  possess  it  must 
achieve  it.  To  the  pinnacle  of  conventional  rank  and 
fame  the  accident  of  l)irth  may  raise  you;  and  this, 
after  all,  is  but  a  borrowed  lustre.  If,  when  life's 
course  is  run,  you  can  claim  no  more,  then  yours  is  but 
a  worthless  honor.  If  you  would  gain  a  })lacc  among 
the  few  who  are  truly  honored,  you  must  "  climb  the 
steep  whence  fame's  proud  temple  shines  afar."  For 
example:  John  l^unyan  was  originally  a  tinker;  Fara- 
day, the  celebrated  chemist,  a  bookbinder;  the  inventor 
of  the  steam-engine,  a  blacksmith;  John  Forster, 
whose  writings  will  live  with  our  language,  as  well  as 


1870.]  Sir  James  Simpson.  123 

Dr.  Livingstone,  the  explorer,  a  weaver;  Cook,  the  dis- 
tinguished navigator,  a  day  laborer;  Carey,  the  first  of 
missionaries,  a  cobbler;  and  so  with  many  others  we 
might  name,  —  all  going  to  show  that  genius  and  fame 
have  rarely  arrived  at  the  promised  land  without  first 
mai'ching  through  the  Red  Sea;  lingering  for  awhile  in 
the  wilderness,  they  have  been  pursued  by  the  Egyp- 
tians, refused  hospitality  by  Edom,  and  cursed  by 
Balaam;  and  yet  have  triumphed  in  spite  of  all. 

How  true  was  all  this  with  the  subject  of  our  dis- 
course! Born  at  Bathgate,  in  1811,  of  respectable,  but 
by  no  me'ans  wealthy  parents,  he  rose  from  obscurity, 
yea,  from  poverty  (for  when  but  a  lad  he  went  to  Ed- 
inburgh, very  poor  and  friendless),  to  the  highest  posi- 
tion of  eminence  in  his  profession,  and  took  a  place  in 
the  front  ranks  of  science  and  literature. 

It  was  when  a  poor,  friendless  boy  he  went  to  Edin- 
burgh to  attend  some  of  the  University  courses,  in 
hopes  of  bettering  the  education  he  had  received  in  a 
country  school,  that  he  gave  indications  of  that  won- 
derful versatility  of  genius,  which  only  required  oppor- 
tunity and  diligent  study  to  develop,  so  as  to  call 
forth  commendation  from  one  of  the  venerable  profes- 
sors, who  urged  him  to  compete  for  a  scholarship, 
which  was  tenable  for  three  years,  and  would  help  him 
to  continue  his  studies  in  the  University.  Nothing 
daunted  by  his  imperfect  preparation,  young  Simpson 
gave  himself  to  the  work  with  characteristic  energy 
and  succeeded.  Thus  he  was  led  to  enter  himself  as  a 
student  of  medicine.  After  obtaining  his  surgical 
diploma,  he  became  a  candidate  for  a  surgeon's  post  in 
a  small  village  in  the  west  of  Scotland.  In  this,  to  his 
deep  chagrin,  and  great  disappointment,  he  failed. 
Though  to  him  it  was  a  great  blow,  to  the  profession 
at  large,  and  the  good  of  humanity,  it  was  a  great 
mercy ;  for,  had  he  received  the  appointment,  he  would 
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probabl}^  have  continued  a  village  doctor  all  his  days. 
But  he  lived  to  recognize  the  hand  of  Providence  in 
all  this,  and  to  acknowledge 

"  Tliere's  a  Divinity  that  shapes  our  ends, 
lloui^h-hew  them  as  we  will." 

Rallying  from  the  blow,  he  continued  his  studies  at 
the  University  till  at  the  age  of  twenty-one  he  obtained 
his  medical  degree;  and  so  creditaljle  was  his  examina- 
tion that  he  was  at  the  time  chosen  assistant  to  Profes- 
sor Thompson  in  the  chair  of  Pathology.  Having 
occasion  to  lecture  at  times  in  place  of  his  principal,  he 
startled  the  old  professor  and  others  out  of  all  pro- 
priety, with  the  new  doctrines  which  he  so  ably  ex- 
pounded and  illustrated;  thus  early  giving  indications 
of  those  powers  which  were  yet  to  win  for  him  such 
celebrity,  and  place  him  at  the  head  of  his  profession, 
and  in  the  front  rank  of  the  scientific  men  of  the  age. 

Honors,  fame,  emoluments,  came  crowding  upon  him 
from  every  quarter.  Colleges,  and  academies  of  medi- 
cine and  science,  at  home  and  abroad,  vied  with  each 
other  in  doing  the  great  man  honor.  AVhen  but  twen- 
ty-eight years  of  age,  he  was  appointed  successor  to 
Professor  Hamilton,  in  the  University  of  Edinburgh 
(to  the  chair  of  midwifery).  In  1849  he  was  elevated 
to  the  office  of  President  of  the  Edinburgh  Koyal 
College  of  Physicians;  in  1852,  made  President  of  the 
!Medico-chirurgical  Society;  in  1853,  Foreign  Associate 
of  the  French  Academy  of  Medicine;  in  185G,  he 
received,  from  the  French  Academy  of  Science,  the 
Monthyon  prize  of  two  thousand  francs,  ^^  in  considera- 
tion of  his  important  services  to  humanity,  by  the  intro- 
duction of  anaesthesia  in  obstetrics,  and  the  discovery 
of  the  anaesthetic  properties  of  chloroform." 

For  the  same  causes  he  received  the  Koyal  Order  of 
Knightliood  of  St.  Olaf,  from  the  late  King  of  Sweden. 
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In  1866,  he  was  created  a  Baronet,  by  her  Majesty, 
Queen  Victoria;  and  in  the  same  year  he  received  the 
D.C.L.  of  Oxford;  in  1869,  the  freedom  of  the  city 
of  Edinburgh  was  conferred  upon  him  as  a  special 
honor,  1)y  his  fellow-citizens,  —  the  first  time  that  that 
honor  has  been  conferred  upon  a  medical  practitioner 
in  their  own  city,  or  a  professor  in  his  own  University. 

But  it  is  not  to  enumerate  the  honors  conferred  upon 
Sir  James  Y.  Simpson  that  we  are  here ;  it  is  rather  to 
single  out  those  features  in  his  character  that  marked 
him  a  man  to  be  honored  and  imitated. 

II.  As  a  Physician,  —  Sir  James  Young  Simpson 
had  no  superior  in  his  day.  To  award  him  this  honor 
is  no  empty  praise,  disparaging  no  profession;  for 
no  one  honors  more  than  I  do  all  professions,  and  all 
lawful  calHngs:  the  weaver  at  the  loom,  the  blacksmith 
at  the  anvil,  the  carpenter  at  the  bench,  the  farmer  at 
the  plough,  the  laborer  with  the  spade,  the  clerk  behind 
the  counter.  Each  and  all  are  honorably  engaged; 
each  has  his  place,  his  appropriate  and  needful  work 
and  reward.  But  next  to  the  ministry,  the  office  of 
which  we  would  magnify,  the  practice  of  medicine  is 
the  highest  possible  to  man,  devoted  as  it  is  exclusively 
to  the  welfare  of  mankind.  That  men  have  followed 
this  profession  from  sordid  and  mercenary  motives,  we 
do  not  deny;  but  they  are  unworthy  of  the  name. 
True  men  entering  upon  this  office  take  up  a  conse- 
crated work;  they  set  themselves  apart  as  the  servants 
of  mankind,  subject  to  every  -call,  at  all  seasons  ready 
to  make  sacrifice.  The  diagnosing  a  case,  and  writing 
prescriptions,  are  mere  adjuncts.  Physicians  are  the 
custodians  and  conservators  of  the  highest  interests 
and  most  precious  blessings  conferred  upon  man.  Theirs 
is  to  palliate,  if  they  cannot  XDrevent,  and,  as.  far  as  pos- 
sible, remove  the  evils  of  our  world  and  the  ills  of  our 
race. 
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How  nobly  did  Sir  James  Y.  Simpson  magnify  bis 
office  and  i)roseeute  bis  work!  Wben  called,  in  1839,  to 
fill  tbe  professor's  cbair,  many  were  tbe  ])redictions 
made  b}'  bis  opponents,  and  the  friends  of  bis  defeated 
competitor,  of  bis  inabilit}'  to  sustain  tbe  position,  and 
tbe  certainty  tbat  tbe  University  and  tbe  interests  of  tbe 
cit}'  would  sutler  from  sucb  an  election.  How  was  it? 
A  new  era  dawned  upon  tbe  University  and  tbe  depart- 
ment of  wbicb  be  was  at  tbe  bead.  His  class-room  was 
soon  tbronged  as  no  otber  class-room  bad  been  before. 
In  tbe  cbair  be  was  tbe  most  impressive  and  instruct- 
ive of  teacbers,  absolutely  fascinating  bis  audience  by 
tbe  force  of  bis  arguments,  tbe  originality  of  bis  posi- 
tions, and  tbe  fertility  and  appositeness  of  bis  illus- 
trations; and  medical  men,  long  in  practice,  came  from 
different  parts  deeming  it  a  privilege  to  listen  to  bis 
lectures. 

At  bome  bis  consulting-rooms  were  alike  crowded 
witb  patients.  Probably  no  pbysician  in  any  country 
ever  attracted  so  many  patients  about  bim  as  flocked  to 
Dr.  Simpson.  Tbey  came  from  America,  from  Aus- 
tralia, from  Asia,  yea,  from  all  quarters  of  tbe  world, 
so  celebrated  bad  be  become.  Among  tbe  otber  great 
cbiefs  of  medicine  and  surgery,  sucb  as  Brodie,  Hunter, 
Harvey,  Jenner,  Velpeau,  Mott,  and  Warren,  few  in- 
deed were  tbere  —  so  disinterested  and  able  physicians 
tell  us  —  so  quick  and  accurate  as  Simpson  in  diagnosis, 
or  in  finding  out  wbat  was  the  matter  witb  bis  patients. 
Certainly  no  one  ever  excelled  bim  in  tbe  ingenuity,  and 
simplicity,  and  originality,  of  bis  treatment;  and  no 
one  surpassed  bim  in  tbat  self-possession  and  quick 
decisiveness  so  all-impoi-tant  in  sudden  emergencies, 
when  the  pbysician  or  surgeon  has  literally  the  issues 
of  life  and  death  depending  on  his  skill.  No  circum- 
stances, however  comj)licated  and  pressing,  ever  found 
him  unprepared  to  act.     His  unii vailed  fertility  of  re- 
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source,  his  quick,  inventive,  and  adaptive  mind,  enabled 
him  to  carry  himself  and  his  patients  successfully 
through  the  most  dangerous  and  appalling  perils. 

His  contributions  to  the  literature  of  his  profession, 
his  discoveries  of  new  remedies,  and  new  modes  of  treat- 
ment, place  him  in  the  front  rank  of  his  profession. 
His  works  are  among  the  few  works  that  compare  with 
those  of  Hunter  and  the  old  masters.  The  fidelity  with 
which  he  applied  rigid  scientific  methods  of  research  in 
trying  to  find  out  improvements  in  medical  practice,  the 
simplicity  with  which  he  describes  his  various  methods 
of  treating  intractable  diseases,  render  his  works  inval- 
uable to  the  student  and  practitioner. 

IH.  As  a  Discoverer.  —  As  a  professional  man  there 
are  four  things  that  will  ever  be  associated  with  the 
name  of  Sir  J.  Y.  Simpson:  these  are  the  introduction 
of  chloroform,  the  stamping  out  of  zymotic  disease,  the 
introduction  of  acupressure,  and  hospital  reform. 

His  suggestions  as  to  acupressure,  now  in  daily 
practice,  and  which,  in  ten  years,  has  spread  over  the 
surgical  world  to  a  greater  extent  than  did  its  prede- 
cessor —  the  ligature  —  in  two  centuries,  and  the  idea 
of  stopping  blood  fi-om  cut  arteries,  by  thrusting  metal- 
lic needles  under  them  and  pressing  them  against  sur- 
rounding tissue  and  bone,  was  a  brilliant  one,  and  ranks 
its  author  side  bv  side  with  Ambrose  Pare  and  the 
greatest  surgeon^  who  have  ever  lived.  While  the 
great  hospital  reform  introduced  b}^  him,  one  has  well 
said,  "entitles  him  to  the  glorious  appellation  of  hav- 
ing been  the  modern  father  of  medicine,  a  second  Hip- 
pocrates." 

Great  as  were  these  achievements  in  medical  science 
and  art,  sufficient  indeed  to  render  his  name  forever 
illustrious,  yet  even  these  fade  into  insignificance  when 
compared  with  his  discovery  of  the  anaesthetic  proper- 
ties of  chloroform.     'Tis  this  that  has  made  his  name 
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immortal,  and  ranked  him  as  equal  with  Harvey, 
Hunter,  and  Jenner.  Who  can  compute  the.  sum  of 
mortal  agony  which  this  single  discovery  has  been  the 
means  of  erasing  from  the  lot  of  humanity?  Other  dis- 
coveries have  benefited  certain  classes  of  the  race,  but 
this  is  a  boon  extending  to  the  whole  human  family. 

Many  attempts  have  been  made  to  deprive  Sir  James 
of  his  laurels  as  a  discoverer.  People  have  said  this  is 
no  new  thing.  True  indeed!  for  there  is  no  new  thing 
under  the  sun.  The  idea  of  the  possibility  of  anni- 
hilating pain  was  held  by  many  long  before  Simpson's 
day,  or  even  Sir  Humphrey  Davy's.  The  Greek  and 
Roman  physicians,  thousands  of  years  ago,  used  ana3S- 
thetic  agents,  the  best  of  which  was  mandragora 
steeped  in  w^ine.  And  one  of  England's  old  poets, 
writing  in  1G57,  says :  — 

*♦  I'll  imitate  the  pities  of  old  surgeons 
To  this  lost  limb,  who,  ere  they  show  their  art, 
Cast  one  asleep,  then  cut  the  diseased  part." 

Not  that  we  would  by  any  means  detract  from  those 
of  our  own  country  the  honor  due  to  them  for  the  part 
they  have  played  in  the  introduction  of  anaesthetics. 
All  credit  we  would  award  to  Dr.  Morton,  of  this  city, 
w^ho  used  ether  as  an  ana3sthetic  in  dentistry,  in  the 
year  1846,  and  to  Dr.  Charles  T.  Jackson,  for  suggesting 
sulphuric  ether  to  Dr.  Morton,  as  an  agent  capable  of 
producing  insensibility  to  pain.  But  while  doing  this, 
we  must  not  forget  to  put  on  recoi'd  that  two  years  be- 
fore this,  in  1844,  Dr.  Horace  Wells,  of  Hartford,  Con- 
necticut, successfully  performed  the  same  anaesthetic 
operation  in  dentistry,  with  both  sulphuric  ether  and 
nitrous  oxide  gas;  and  that  when  Dr.  Wells,  elated 
with  his  discovery,  came  to  Boston  to  lay  it  before  the 
medical  faculty  of  this  city,  arrangements  were  made 
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to  try  the  anaesthetic  in  the  case  of  tooth  extraction. 
But  when,  unfortunately  for  Dr.  "Wells's  discovery,  the 
bag  was  drawn  away  too  soon,  so  that  there  was  still 
some  little  pain  felt  during  the  operation,  the  audi- 
ence, composed  of  several  physicians  and  a  large  num- 
ber of  students,  pronounced  it  a  humbug,  and  hooted 
Dr.  Wells  out  of  the  place.  All  honor,  then,  to  whom 
honor  is  due.  And  Sir  James  Y.  Simj^son  was  the  last 
man  to  pluck  well-won  laurels  from  any  man's  brow. 
Why,  his  last  act  in  behalf  of  science  was  to  dictate  on 
his  dying  bed  a  statement  in  regard  to  the  history  of 
anaesthetics,  in  which  Hartford  and  Boston  are  assigned 
their  proper  places;  the  honor  being  given  to  Dr. 
Wells,  of  Hartford,  —  a  decision  confirmed  by  the 
unanimous  vote  of  the  American  Medical  Association, 
recently  in  session  at  Washington. 

This  last  generous,  unselfish  act  of  Simpson's,  in  the 
interests  of  an  American  discoverer,  on  behalf  of  science, 
when  weak  and  sufiering,  and  on  a  dying  bed,  finds  a 
parallel  in  George  Whitefield.  After  preaching  at 
Exeter,  he  started  for  Newburyport,  reaching  there 
that  evening,  and  expecting  to  preach  there  the  next 
day.  While  at  supper  the  pavement  and  the  hall  of  the 
house  where  he  sat  were  crowded  with  people  who  had 
gathered  to  hear  him;  but  he  was  exhausted,  so  he  re- 
quested one  of  the  clergy,  who  accompanied  him,  to 
speak  to  them,  and,  taking  a  candle,  he  started  for  his 
room.  But,  before  he  reached  it,  his  heart  reproved 
him  for  even  seeming  to  desert  the  peoj)le  who  were 
hungering  for  the  bread  of  life.  He  paused  on  the 
stairway,  and,  with  the  candle  still  in  his  hand,  he  be- 
gan to  speak.  The  people  gazed  with  tearful  awe  and 
aflfection  on  his  venerable  form.  Solemnly  and  tenderly 
he  addressed  them,  until  the  candle  went  out  in  its 
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socket.  Before  the  morning  George  Whitefield  was 
dead. 

But  to  our  subject.  Ether  is  not  chloroform,  and  it 
is  with  the  hitter  that  the  name  of  Simpson  is  linked. 
And  then  to  think  how  it  was  discovered! 

IV.  His  Philanthropy.  —  Man  is  never  so  noble  as 
when  he  forgets  himself,  to  bless  others.  There  are  no 
deeds  that  so  kindle  the  heart  to  admiration  and  enthu- 
siastic praise  as  those  in  which  we  bear  others'  burdens, 
or  volunteer  to  suffer  and  endure  in  their  behalf.  It 
half  redeems  from  rebuke  the  vices  of  the  savage  par- 
ent, when  we  see  him  risking  his  own  life  to  save  that 
of  the  child;  and  much  as  we  may  dislike  war,  yet 
when  men  forget  themselves  for  their  country's  sake, 
and  for  the  love  of  others  breast  that  surging  tide  of 
battle,  and  risk  life  and  everything  on  earth  at  the  call 
of  patriotic  duty,  it  is  impossible  for  us  not  to  admire 
and  praise.  And  how  noble  do  the  heroism  and  self- 
sacrifice  of  Dr.  Simpson  stand  forth  as  we  see  him,  dis- 
satisfied with  ether  as  an  anaesthetic,  shut  himself  in 
his  laboratoiy  and  try  the  different  effects  of  the  various 
contents  of  its  many  vials!  See  him  thus!  Standing 
there,  fronting  unknown  dangers,  experimenting  with 
subtle  and  potent  essences,  caring  nothing  for  himself, 
or  his  safety,  or  his  own  life,  if  only  he  might  save 
others' lives.  Wonderful!  Grandest  of  human  discov- 
eries! When  we  think  of  its  benefits  and  far-reaching 
results,  we  do  not  wonder  at  the  physician,  who,  when 
asked  how  chloroform  was  discovered,  said  it  must 
have  been  by  iuf^piration.  Soon  after,  it  was  tried  in  a 
most  critical  case,  and  with  complete  success.  On  that 
day  the  labors  of  two  thousand  years  of  investigation 
culminated  in  Simpson's  demonstrating  the  possibility 
of  annihilating  pain,  and  subjecting  it  to  human  control. 
A  new  era  was  inaugurated  for  mankind.     Science  — 
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and  with  due  reverence  do  we  speak  it  —  had  at  last 
succeeded  in  absolving  woman  from  the  curse  Avhich  was 
pronounced  fipon  Eve.  Blessed  relief!  Alas!  that 
we  should  have  to  say  it,  —  fierce  was  the  wrath  of  man 
against  Simpson  for  interfering,  it  was  alleged,  with 
the  decrees  of  Providence.  But  so  it  has  always  been. 
Scripture  and  the  fathers  of  the  Church  were  quoted 
to  prove  that  Columbus  was  a  heretic  and  an  infidel  for 
suggesting  that  there  was  another  continent;  and  a 
clergyman  actually  published  a  sermon  to  show  that 
Jenner,  for  endeavoring  to  check  the  ravages  of  the 
small-pox,  was  the  beast  of  the  Apocalypse.  The 
small-pox,  it  was  claimed,  was  "  heaven-ordained,"  and 
any  interference  with  it  was  a  daring  and  profane  vio- 
lation of  our  holy  religion.  Winnowing  m.achines  were 
objected  to,  because  "  winds  were  raised  by  God  alone, 
and  it  was  irreligious  in  man  to  attempt  to  raise  wind 
by  efforts  of  his  own."  But  Dr.  Simpson  had  a  divine 
precedent  in  his  attempt  to  master  pain,  —  the  first  sur- 
gical operation  on  record  was  painless.  It  was  per- 
formed on  Adam,  but  not  till  the  Lord  had  caused  a 
deep  sleep  to  fall  upon  him.  Well  did  the  great  Chal- 
mers counsel  Simpson  to  pay  no  heed  to  the  "  small  theo- 
logians," when  asked  what  reply  should  be  given  to 
the  biblical  objections  to  chloroform.  Language  fails 
me  as  I  try  to  give  you  some  estimate  of  the  inconceiv- 
able benefits  the  discovery  of  chloroform  has  conferred 
upon  humanity.  No  discovery  in  ancient  or  modern 
times  can  be  compared  to  it.  It  is  a  priceless  boon. 
To  surgeons  everywhere  Simpson  had  proven  himself 
the  greatest  of  benefactors.  What  untold  horrors  has 
its  use  not  mitigated  and  prevented  on  the  battle-field 
and  in  the  hospital!  Think  of  its  constant  use  in  the 
Crimean  and  Italian  campaigns,  without  a  single  fail- 
ure.  Of  like  results  attending  the  seven  weeks'  Austro- 
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Prussian  war,  and  listen  to  the  testimon}^  of  one  of  the 
first  of  U.  S.  army  surgeons,  who  says  that  during  our 
own  bloody  struggle  chloroform  was  administered  in 
more  than  one  hundred  and  twenty  thousand  cases,  and 
not  more  than  eight  cases  can  be  found  in  which  a  fiital 
result  can  be  fairly  traceable  to  its  use.  Marvellous! 
Just  think  how  that,  in  the  hospitals  of  London  and 
Edinburgh  alone,  fourteen  hundred  serious  operations 
are  annually  i^erformed,  and  what  must  be  the  vast  ag- 
gregate of  operations  performed  in  all  the  hospitals  of 
this  and  other  Lands!  Oh,  what  a  weight  of  suffering! 
"What  untold  agony!  "What  a  mass  of  accumulated 
misery!  What  lamentation  and  mourning,  what 
sighs,  what  groans!  The  heart  grows  sick,  the  spirit 
sinks,  and  the  brain  reels  at  the  thought.  Xow  let  the 
pen  of  the  ministering  angel  cancel  all,  and  what  a 
relief !  Thus  see  what  an  amount  of  anguish  has 
disappeared  under  the  silent,  soothing  influence  of 
chloroform.  Twelve  hundred  millions  of  human 
beings  that  people  the  earth  have  each  on  their  entrance 
into  the  world  caused  hours  of  maternal  anguish.  What 
mind  can  realize  the  magnitude  and  extent  of  such  suf- 
feriug?  !N^ow  all  this  the  general  use  of  chloroform  is 
destined  to  prevent;  and  how  rapidly  is  its  use  being 
introduced!  Think  of  the  numberless  manufiictories 
of  chloroform  established  in  diflerent  countries.  In 
Edinburgh  there  is  one  which  makes  from  two  to  three 
million  doses  a. year;  evidence,  as  Simpson  said,  of  the 
"  great  extent  to  which  the  practice  is  now  carried  of 
wrapping  men,  women,  and  children  in  a  painless  sleep 
during  some  of  the  most  trying  moments  of  human 
existence." 

V.  His  Intellectual  Greatness,  —  Some  writer  has  said 
"there  is  little  difference  in  men's  bodily  stature  ;  a 
fathom  or  thereabouts,  a  little  more  or  less,  is  the  ordi- 
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nary  elevation  of  the  human  family."  Not  so  is  it  with 
mental  statures.  Of  pigmy  intellects,  fragile  under- 
standings to  which  the  grasshopper  is  a  burden,  and 
dwarfish  capacities,  unable  to  grapple  with  the  easiest 
problems,  we  have  an  abundance;  but  of  colossal 
minds,  tall,  culminating  minds,  which  command  the  en- 
tire tract  of  existing  knowledge,  minds  whose  horizon 
is  their  coeval  hemisphere,  we  have  but  few. 

Such  a  mind  was  Dr.  Simpson's.  His  information 
was  vast.  The  versatility  of  his  genius  was  one  of  the 
most  remarkable  things  about  him.  Not  only  did  he 
enrich  medical  literature,  in  every  dej^artment,  by 
some  of  the  most  important  contributions  of  modern 
times,  but  he  was  reputed  to  be  one  of  the  best  anti- 
quarians and  archaeologists  of  his  age.  His  public  ad- 
dresses and  works  on  these  subjects  are  the  richest  in 
erudition  and  antiquarian  lore  ever  given  to  the  press. 
Take  that  splendid  work  on  the  sculptured  stones  of 
Scotland,  written  during  a  severe  illness,  or  his  "  Notes 
on  Magical  Charmstones  and  Cave  Sculpturings  in 
Fife,"  and  there  is  exhibited  the  profoundest  acquaint- 
ance with  this  fascinating  subject,  and  a  depth  of  schol- 
arship and  research,  for  which  few  would  have  given  him 
credit.  By  the  kindness  of  a  medical  friend,  we  have 
been  permitted  to  examine  somewhat  the  former  of  these 
works,  and  at  every  page  we  have  had  to  exclaim,  Mar- 
vellous!  Marvellous! 

Those  of  you  who  have  met  Sir  James  must  have 
been  impressed  with  the  diversity  of  his  attainments 
and  his  almost  universal  knowledge.  He  seemed  to 
know  everything,  and  could  talk  about  everything. 

Then  there  was  an  originality  and  lucidity  about  his 
treatment  of  subjects,  perfectly  wonderful.  The  most 
abstruse  became  simple,  and  the  most  ordinary  topics 
of  medical  discussion  shone  out  in  a  new  light  when  il- 
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.  luminccl  by  his  touch.  No  wonder  that  he  attracted  to 
his  rooms,  and  around  his  table,  —  for  he  was  much  given 
to  hospitahty,  —  the  most  distinguished  men  of  letters 
and  representatives  of  every  department  of  science  and 
art.  Here  were  daily  to  be  met,  physicians,  naturalists, 
antiquarians,  and  literati  of  all  sorts,  and  from  all  parts 
of  the  world. 

I  need  not  tell  you  that  the  industry  of  such  a  man 
was  prodigious.  How  could  it  be  otherwise?  How  he 
carried  on  his  gigantic  practice,  his  splendid  and  innu- 
merable scientific  investigations,  his  antiquarian  and 
literary  studies  and  labors ;  how  he  kept  up  his  pro- 
fessional, scientific,  literary,  and  political  reading; 
how  he  worked,  wrote,  and  spoke,  and  took  part  in 
every  philanthropic  and  Christian  movement  that  tended 
to  advance  and  elevate  humanity,  and  extend  Christ's 
kingdom;  and  yet  could  find  time  for  the  social  en- 
joyment and  amenities  of  life,  in  which  he  shone,  has 
been  a  mystery  to  everybody.  We  have  heard  of  a 
man  who  wrote  a  book  in  the  intervals  of  time  spent  in 
waiting  upon  people.  With  Simpson,  this  was  literally 
the  case.  "Many  of  my  most  brilliant  papers,"  he  once 
said  to  his  students,  "  were  composed  at  the  bedside  of 
my  patients."     Yet  he  never  neglected  them. 

That  Sir  James  Y.  Simpson  had  his  faults,  like  other 
mortals,  we  well  know.  But  these  were  mainly  called 
out  by  the  meanness,  hypocrisy,  and  time-serving  of 
others;  conduct  which  he  with  his  whole  soul  detested, 
and  was  not  loth  so  to  express  himself  concerning,  thus 
making  to  himself  enemies. 

Other  men  have  passed  away,  men  eminent  as  physi- 
cians and  surgeons,  —  some  of  them  but  recently.  Their 
loss  the  profession  mourns.  The  loss  of  Brodie  and 
Velpeau,  and  Mott  and  Warren,  and  such  illustrious 
men  of  the  profession,  who  can  estimate?     But  the  loss 


1870.]  Sir  James  Simpson,  135 

of  Sir  James  Y.  Simpson  is  second  to  no  other  loss. 
His  profession  mourns  this  loss;  his  own  country,  ours, 
every  country,  the  whole  human  race  mourn  his  loss; 
for  to  benefit  the  entire  race  of  mankind  was  his  life 
spent.     Well  did  the  members  of  the  American  Medical 
Association,  at  the  close  of  its  session  at  Washington, 
when  the  cable  dispatch  brought  news  of  his  death, 
convene  in  mass  to  do  honor  to  his  memory.     Well  did 
the  President  of  that  meeting,  Dr.  Thomas  Miller,  de- 
clare that,  in  the  death  of  Sir  James  Y.  Simpson,  every 
medical  man  had  met  a  personal  loss,  seeing  how  he 
had  done  more  for  medical  science  and  humanity,  and 
shed  more  lustre  on  the  profession,  than  any  one  of  his 
age,    and   over   his   grave   the   people    of    all   nations 
must  mingle  tears  of  deepest  sympathy  for  the  loss  they 
have  sustained.     Well  did  Dr.  Storer,  of  this  city,  say 
at  that  meeting,  "  The  nations  will  rise  up  indeed  to  call 
him  blessed,"  and  move  the  adoption  of  the  following 
among   other  appropriate   resolutions  :    "That  in   Dr. 
SimjDSon,  American  physicians  recognized  not  merely 
an  eminent  and  learned  Scotch  practitioner,  but  a  phi- 
lanthropist, whose  love  encircled  the  world."     AVell  did 
other  speakers  at  that  meeting  say,  "  In  him  science  has 
lost  one  of  her  most  earnest,  original,  and  gifted  stu- 
dents, society  one  of  her  brightest  ornaments,  and  hu- 
manity one  of  her  greatest  and  most  useful  benefactors." 
Well  did  the  Gynaecological  Society  of  this  city  meet 
in  memoriam,  a  few  days  after,  to  do  like  honors  to  his 
memory,  —  seeing  how  that  modern  gynaecolog}^,  as  well 
as  modern  surgery,  is  indebted  to  Simpson  for  several 
of  its  most  important  advances,  and  that  Dr.  Simpson 
was  this  Society's  first  Honorary  Member.     In  thus  hon- 
oring him,  these  societies  have  honored  themselves,  for 
he  was  worthy  of  such  honor.     In  view  of  his  services 
to  humanity,  well  might  he  have  said  of  his  life, "  When 
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the  ear  heard  me,  then  it  blessed  me,  and  when  the  eye 
saw  me,  it  gave  witness  to  me;  the  blessing  of  him  that 
was  ready  to  perish  came  upon  me,  and  I  made  the 
mother's  heart  to  leap  for  joy." 

VI.  D)\  Simpson  as  a  Christian.  —  But  though 
much  has  been  said,  to  use  the  words  of  another 
"  the  measure  of  his  greatness  is  not  yet  full."  Did  we 
panse  here,  our  work  would  be  only  half  done,  the  por- 
trait imperfect;  for,  with  all  his  greatness,  there  would 
still  be  something  lacking.  Happy  am  I,  that  void  can 
be  filled,  and  now  I  bid  you  look  upon  him  as  a  Chris- 
tian. As  a  Christian  physician,  does  Sir  James  Y. 
Simpson  base  his  highest  claim  for  respect  and  admira- 
tion. As  a  Christian,  an  earnest,  sincere,  devout, 
humble  Christian,  do  I  now  ask  you  to  think  of  him. 
We  have  already  discovered  in  him  a  mind  of  exalted 
order,  cultured  and  developed, —  a  heart  full  of  noble 
and  generous  affections.  We  have  now  to  see  a  spirit- 
ual nature,  which  grasped  with  tenacity  the  sublimest 
truths,  exemplified  them  in  his  daily  walk,  and  sought 
in  every  possible  way  to  promote  and  propagate  them. 
There  are  scientific  men  who  dislike  Christianity;  not 
so  was  it  with  Sir  James  Y.  Simpson.  There  are  phy- 
sicians, sorry  am  I  to  say  it,  that  dislike  Christianity, 
and  scoff  at  evangelical  religion;  so  many  of  them,  that 
we  love  to  honor  the  man  of  science  who  is  a  Christian, 
and  not  afraid  to  proclaim  it,  and  the  Christian  phijsi- 
cian.  Such  was  Christ,  whose  minister  we  are.  "  Go 
and  show  John  again,  those  things  which  ye  do  hear 
and  see;  the  blind  receive  their  sight,  and  the  lame 
walk,  and  the  lepers  are  cleansed,  and  the  deaf  hear, 
and  the  dead  are  raised,  and  the  poor  have  the  gospel 
preached  to  them."  These  were  the  evidences  of  the 
Saviour's  Messiahship.  Christ  went  about  "  healing  all 
manner  of  diseases,  and  all  manner  of  sickness  among 
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the  people."  And  while  engaged  in  this  work,  what 
glorious  opportunities  are  presented  to  the  Christian 
physician,  —  to  point  suffering  ones  to  the  Healer  of 
souls,  —  to  Him,  who  bindeth  up  the  broken-hearted, 
and  breaks  the  captive's  chain! 

Such  physicians  the  profession  has  had,  and  mighty 
are  the  works  they  have  done  for  Christianity.  Parker, 
it  may  be  said,  opened  the  gates  of  China  with  a  lancet, 
when  European  cannon  could  not  break  a  single  bar. 
Dr.  Halley  entered  the  island  of  Madeira  with  a 
single  companion,  a  sick  wife,  leaning  on  his  arm;  he 
left  it  with  eight  hundred  men,  won  for  the  truth  and 
God.  Thomas  was  an  early  medical  missionary  in 
India.  A  Hindoo  came  to  him  with  a  dislocated  shoul- 
der. He  reduced  the  luxation,  and  then  told  him  of 
Christ  who  came  into  the  world  to  save  sinners.  He 
was  touched,  subdued,  soon  broke  caste,  became  a 
changed  man, —  became  a  Christian.  He  was  the  first 
Hindoo  convert,  and  the  leader  of  a  mighty  host  who 
have  since  entered  into  the  kingdom.  It  was  Gabriel 
Broughton,  a  physician,  that  gave  India  to  England. 
It  was  a  physician  who  forced  his  way  to  the  north 
magnetic  pole,  and  brought  to  the  doors  of  Christianity 
those  unknown  and  v/andering  tribes  of  the  icy  north; 
and  a  physician  who  won  Africa  to  civilization,  and  pre- 
pared a  highway  and  a  home  for  the  African  race. 
Physicians  led  in  the  van  of  that  army  which  lifted  the 
South  Sea  Islands  from  cannibalism,  and  lighted  on 
those  distant  groups  a  civilization  which  is  never  to 
go  out.  And  many  are  the  physicians  I  have  known, 
who, — 

"  When  pain  and  sickness  rend  the  brow, 
Are  ministering  angels  found." 

For  there  are  moments  of  extreme  suffering,  which 
forbid  the  presence  of  clergymen.     In  such  moments 
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phj'sicians  are  specially  required.  Then  in  the  brief 
intervals  of  rest,"  the}^  if  Christians,  can  breathe  words 
of  comfort,  of  counsel,  and  of  warning,  of  a  world  to 
come.  Such  a  physician  was  Sir  James  Y.  Simpson, 
in  his  latter  years.  I  say,  latter  years,  for  it  was  only 
then  that  he  publicly  identified  himself  with  the  gospel 
of  Christ,  and  felt  free  to  speak  his  own  Christian  experi- 
ences,—  though  he  evidently  had  been  at  heart  a  true 
disciple  of  Christ  for  some  time  previous.  But  Virhen 
he  came  out  and  publicly  acknowledged  Christ,  he  then 
put  on  the  whole  armor  of  God,  and  gave  evidence 
that  his  religion  was  a  thing  of  the  heart,  an  inward 
principle,  directing  and  controlling  his  whole  life,  —  a 
religion  not  limited  to  the  closet,  or  the  family,  or  the 
sanctuary,  but  which  was  manifest  in  his  daily  walk. 
On  all  fitting  occasions  he  was  ready  to  give  a  reason 
for  the  hope  that  was  in  him,  and  to  commend  to 
others,  in  public  and  in  private,  the  salvation  Avhich  was 
his  own  solace  for  life  and  for  death.  His  labors  in 
this  cause  were  most  abundant,  notwithstanding  his  ex- 
tensive practice,  and  the  large  drafts  made  upon  his  time 
from  the  numberless  literary,  scientific,  and  benevolent 
associations  with  which  he  was  connected.  lie  was 
most  faithful  in  his  attendance  upon  the  sanctuary,  the 
social  prayer-meeting,  and  other  means  of  grace.  Fre- 
quently have  we  met  men  of  his  profession  who  never 
spoke  disrespectfully  of  rehgion,  and  who  would  have 
felt  themselves  insulted  had  they  been  ranked  among 
its  enemies,  or  at  least  not  numbered  among  its  friends; 
yet  who  seldom  attended  church,  and  rarely,  if  ever, 
went  to  a  2:)rayer-meeting.  Why?  Oh,  they  had  no 
time!  their  practice  so  extensive,  and  their  calls  so 
numerous, — yet,  we  venture  to  say,  not  one  of 
them  had  anything  like  the  demands  made  upon  tlieir 
time,  as  had  Sir  James  Y.  Simpson.     His  ])ublic  efibrts 
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for  the  advancement  of  religion  were  many  and  con- 
tinuous. As  a  lay  preacher  and  exhorter,  he  was  most 
successful.  Many  of  his  addresses  have  been  published 
by  the  Religious  Tract  Society  of  London,  and  have 
met  with  a  large  circulation.  One  of  these  addresses, 
republished  in  this  country,  and  a  copy  of  which  I  have, 
is  alike  as  remarkable  for  its  freshness,  directness,  and 
fervor,  as  for  the  scriptural  soundness  of  the  truths  so 
clearly  set  forth  and  illustrated.  When  his  last  illness 
prostrated  him,  he  seemed  to  have  a  premonition  that 
this  illness  was  unto  death,  and  sending  for  his  pastor 
he  held  with  him  much  sweet  and  familiar  converse 
relating  to  religion  and  death.  He  did  not  fear  death; 
on  the  other  hand,  he  was  prepared  to  welcome  it,  and 
if  he  desired  life,  it  was,  as  he  expressed  it,  with  a  hope, 
if  it  were  God's  will,  that  he  might  do  a  little  more 
service  in  the  way  of  Hospital  Reform.  But  all  his 
plans  he  held  subject  to  the  Divine  will.  On  one  occa- 
sion, in  reply  to  a  friend,  he  said,  "  If  God  takes  me 
to-night,  I  feel  I  am  resting  on  Christ,  with  the  simple 
faith  of  a  child."  And  during  all  his  acute  pains  — 
and  these  were  neither  few  nor  light  —  he  was  not 
only  resigned,  but  cheerful.  He  knew  in  Whom  he 
believed,  and  into  Whose  care  he  had  given  the  keep- 
ing of  his  soul.  He  loved  his  profession ;  he  loved  his 
studies,  but,  oh,  he  loved  his  Bible  and  his  Saviour 
more!  Hence,  this  abiding  confidence  and  repose  in 
dying. 

Are  there  men  of  literature  and  science  now  listening 
to  me?  Oh,  let  me  warn  you  to  seek  something  better 
than  these !  Put  not  your  trust  in  them,  otherwise  you 
will  find  them  to  be  but  Job's  comforters. 

You  have  read,  it  may  be,  the  ^^  Last  Days  of  a  Phi- 
losopher; "  if  not,  then  read  it,  and  learn  what,  a  manual 
of  mournful  ^^  consolations "  Sir  Humphrey  Davy  be- 
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queatliecl  to  the  world,  and  why  it  was  that  great  phi- 
losopher took  leave  of  life  so  gloomily.  Of  the  sons  of 
science  few  have  been  so  favored.  In  his  grand  discov- 
ery of  the  metallic  bases,  and  in  his  more  popuhir 
invention  of  the  safety-lamp;  in  the  command  of  a 
laboratory  which  opened  a  royal  road  to  chemistry,  and 
in  the  splendid  crowds  who  thronged  to  his  lectures, 
from  the  moment  that  he  found  a  generous  patron  till 
he  became  a  baronet  of  England,  and  President  of  the 
Royal  Society,  his  whole  career  was  a  series  of  rare 
felicities.  Yet  with  all  his  versatile  powers,  orator, 
philosopher,  poet,  and  with  all  his  distinctions  glittering 
around  him,  his  heart  still  felt  hollow,  and  in  his  later 
journals  the  expressive  entry  Avas,  "Very  miserable." 
What  was  it  that  he  wanted?  lie  himself  has  told  us, 
"I  envy  no  quality  of  mind  or  intellect  in  others,  —  not 
genius,  power,  wit,  or  fancy;  but  if  I  could  choose 
what  would  be  most  delightful,  and  I  believe  most  use- 
ful to  me,  I  should  prefer  a  firm,  religious  belief  to 
every  other  blessing;  for  it  makes  life  a  discipline  of 
goodness,  creates  new  hopes  when  all  earthly  hopes 
vanish,  and  throws  over  the  decay,  the  destruction  of 
existence,  the  most  gorgeous  of  all  lights,  calling  up 
the  most  delightful  visions,  where  the  sensualist  and 
sceptic  view  only  gloom,  decay,  and  annihilation." 
This  religious  belief  Sir  James  had;  hence  his  depart- 
ure was  so  peaceful.  Among  his  last  utterances  he 
said  to  a  minister,  who  had  expressed  the  hope  that  he 
held  a  firm  hold  of  Christ,  "  I  am  afraid  that  I  cannot 
say  that;  but  I  think  I  can  touch  the  hem  of  his  gar- 
ment." In  a  letter,  written  to  his  intimate  friend  and 
former  pupil,  Dr.  Horatio  Storer,  of  this  city,  a  few 
days  before  his  death,  while  si)eaking  of  his  extreme 
debility  and  approaching  dissolution,  he  very  beauti- 
fully says,  "But  you  and  I  will,  I  hope,  meet  in  another 
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world;  for  I  look,  as  I  hope  you  do,  for  salvation  to 
Jesus,  and  to  Jesus  only."  In  view  of  his  religious 
character  and  peaceful  end,  how  apposite  are  the  verses 
written  by  himself  at  Geneva  some  three  years  ago :  — 

"  Oft  mid  this  world's  ceaseless  strife, 

When  flesh  and  spirit  fail  me, 
I  stop  and  think  of  another  life, 

Where  ills  can  ne'er  assail  me,  — 
Where  my  wearied  arm  shall  cease  its  fight, 

My  heart  shall  cease  its  sorrow, 
And  this  dark  night  change  for  the  light 

Of  an  everlasting  morrow. 

**  On  earth  below,  there's  nought  but  woe, 

E'en  mirth  is  gilded  sadness ; 
But  in  heaven  above  there  is  nought  but  love, 

With  all  its  raptured  gladness ; 
There  —  till  I  come  —  waits  me  a  home. 

All  human  dreams  excelling, 
In  which  at  last,  when  life  is  past, 

I'll  find  a  regal  dwelling. 

*'  Then  shall  be  mine,  through  grace  divine, 

A  rest  that  knows  no  ending. 
Which  my  soul's  eye  would  fain  descry, 

Though  still  with  clay  'tis  blending. 
And,  Saviour  dear,  while  I  tarry  here, 

Where  a  Father's  love  has  found  me, 
Oh,  let  me  feel,  through  woe  and  weal, 

Thy  guardian  arm  around  me." 

And  Sir  James  is  dead.  But  his  death  is  not,  as 
some  have  said,  untimely !  Untimely?  No!  All  this 
learning  and  experience,  all  this  acuteness  and  skill,  all 
this  benevolence  and  piety,  are  not  lost,  not  squandered. 
In  other  and  grander  spheres  the  Lord  hath  need  of 
him.  There  is  no  waste  of  power  when  an  able  and 
gifted  man  is  called  from  some  obscure  sphere  to  a  posi- 
tion of  dignity  and  responsibility.  So,  surely,  there  is 
no  waste,  no  annihilation,  of  what  is  most  precious,  no 
frustration  of  the  long  education  of  life,  when,  in  the 
very  midst  of  their  years  and  usefulness,  God  calls 
away  the  best  and  wisest  of  the  sons  of  men,  to  play 
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thoir  part  on  a  wider,  grander 'stage.  Let  us  not  monrn, 
then,  the  death  of  Simpson  as  nntimely.  In  that  very 
hour  when  he  seemed  to  fall,  he  was  rising  to  greater 
exaltatiou.  Talk  not,  then,  of  his  sun  as  having  gone 
down  while  it  was  yet  day,  seeing  how  alread}/  he  has 
begun  to  shine  as  the  stars  forever  and  ever.  lie  has 
served  his  day.  His  end  was  peace;  and  the  blessing 
of  those  that  were  ready  to  perish  will  crown  his  mem- 
ory. 

IS^ever  did  that  ancient  city  of  Edinburgh  witness 
such  a  heartfelt  tribute  of  respect  paid  to  the  memory 
of  any  man  as  was  paid  to  the  memory  of  Sir  James  Y. 
Simpson  on  the  day  of  his  funeral.  Cheerfully  and 
promptly  was  a  place  offered  in  Westminster  Abbey, 
where  his  remains  might  be  laid,  and  had  not  his  family 
declined  the  proposition,  the  plan  would  have  been  car- 
ried out.  As  it  is,  beautiful  is  the  sunny  slope  in  War- 
riston  Cemetery  where  he  now  lies.  Such  a  demon- 
stration of  sympathy  as  was  exhibited  on  that  day  by 
the  inhabitants  of  Edinburgh  and  the  surrounding 
country,  that  city  never  witnessed.  Whole  columns  of 
the  daily  press  were  taken  up  with  a  mere  enumeration 
of  the  different  societies  which  took  pai-t  in  the  public 
procession.  Every  street  on  the  line  of  march  was  one 
great  mass  of  sympathizing  humanity.  Standing  on  the 
brow  of  the  hill  on  which  the  New  Town  is  built,  one 
writer  describes  the  spectacle,  so  very  solemn  and  im- 
pressive: — 

"  The  long  line  of  mourners  was  seen  winding  its  ser- 
pentine way  through  the  dense  crowd  of  variously 
dressed  spectators,  as  the  dark  waters  of  the  Rhone  are 
said  to  flow  unmingled  through  the  limpid  Lake  of  Ge- 
neva. Now  and  again  the  rays  of  the  de(rlining  sun, 
striking  on  the  gilt  plates  of  the  coffin,  threw  it  into  re- 
lief against  the  dark  covering  of  the  bier,  while  the  sable 
plumes  overshadowing  the  canopy  kept  nodding  time 
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to  the  solemn  movement  of  the  car.  But  the  grave 
reached,  dust  is  committed  to  dust,  the  solemn  silence 
alone  broken  by  the  chirping  notes  of  a  little  bird  that 
had  perched  on  the  topmost  branch  of  a  tree  at  the  foot 
of  the  grave.  And  when  the  last  turf  had  been  laid, 
and  the  crowd,  many  of  whose  manly  cheeks  were  wet 
with  honest  tears,  had  turned  away  —  as  if  nature  herself 
could  not  refrain  from  shedding  a  tear  over  so  great 
and  good  a  man,  the  sky,  which  up  to  that  moment  had 
been  unclouded,  became  overcast,  and  a  gentle  rain 
began  to  fall." 

From  this  touching  scene,  as  well  as  interesting  sub- 
ject, time  reminds  us  we  must  turn  away.  And  what 
shall  we  say  in  parting?  In  his  profession,  a  vacant 
place  has  been  made.  AVho  shall  fill  it?  Oh!  that  I 
could  persuade  you,  members  of  the  medical  profession, 
to  lift  up  the  banner  he  has  dropped,  and  step  into  the 
place  which  he  has  left  empty,  and,  as  Christian  physi- 
cians, live  as  he  lived,  for  the  good  of  your  race,  and  the 
glory  of  God !  "Another  man  to  take  the  colors ! "  was 
the  cry  in  one  of  the  regiments  on  a  recent  battle-field; 
they  lay  on  the  ground,  and  the  gallant  young  stand- 
ard-bearer bleeding  beside  them.  It  was  answered, 
bravely  answered.  Through  the  smoke  of  battle  the 
sun  glanced  again  on  the  levelled  line  of  muskets,  and 
another  volley  rang.  Again  that  cry,  "  Another  man  to 
take  the  colors!"  Stepping  forth,  one  bent  him  over 
the  dead,  loosed  the  staff  from  the  dead  man's  fingers, 
and  flung  the  flag  on  high  in  the  face  of  the  foe ;  yet 
another  volley  rang;  he,  too,  goes  down,  and  a  third  time 
the  cry  arose,  terrible  above  the  roar  of  the  battle,  "  An- 
other man  to  take  the  colors!  "  The  earth  is  still  a  bat- 
tle-field, and  Christ's  banner  is  still  to  be  borne  upon  the 
arms  of  faith,  and  on  through  the  very  fire  of  the  con- 
flict. Over  all  the  field,  Christ's  cause  stands  in  need 
of  men  of  might,  men  of  prayer,  men  that  can  wield  the 
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sword  of  the  Spirit,  and  carry  the  banner  of  the  cross. 
And  to-night,  with  that  fallen  standard-bearer  at  our 
feet,  we  would  raise  the  old  battle-cry,  "  Another  man 
to  take  the  colors!" 

My  fi'iends,  from  this  night  begin  life  aright.  A 
Christian  life  is  the  only  one  worth  living  on  earth;  any 
other  soon  fades  away  to  dregs;  and  such  dregs!  The 
memoiy  of  the  saints  is  blessed;  the  righteous  shall  be 
had  in  everlasting  remembrance.  Oh,  remember  the 
world  is  evanescent,  and  think,  oh,  think  of  that  life 
that  never  ends !  Put  yourself  in  thought  far  away  be- 
yond these  shifting,  cheating  scenes;  soar  above  this 
fire-doomed  earth,  and  its  shows  and  pomps.  See  the 
great  globe  with  all  its  cities  and  palaces  shrinking  to 
an  atom;  leave  time  behintl  you,  take  your  place  among 
the  angel  choir  that  sweep  their  golden  harps  before 
the  throne,  where  our  Christian  physician  has  gone,  and 
ask  yourselves  then  what  this  life  should  be,  fitting  for 
such  a  sphere.  And  remember  that  preparation  for 
that  sphere  must  be  begun  here,  and  now.  If  hitherto 
you  have  held  aloof,  come,  oh,  come  now.  ^^  Mark  thou 
the  perfect  man,  and  behold  the  upright,  for  the  latter 
end  of  that  man  is  peace."  Will  you  not  come?  Time 
presses.  How  fast  this  sand-glass  runs!  The  hand  on 
that  clock  moves  steadily  on,  rapidly  round  to  the  final 
hour.  It  may  now  strike.  Lea^)  for  your  life !  Alas!  for 
your  souls.  Quick,  lest  the  door  be  shut,  and  your 
doom  is  sealed.  Enter  now.  And  oh,  the  joy,  the 
peace,  peace  even  here,  —  for  this  to  the  believer  Christ 
bequeathed,  —  and  the  dying  that  peace  will  raise  into 
triumph,  the  triumph  that  smiles  at  death,  and  sings  of 
victory,  and  sees  the  heaven  opened  and  longs  to  enter 
in.  Then  on  the  tombstone,  write,  "^^  Blessed  are  the 
dead  which  die  in  the  Lord  from  henceforth:  Yea^ 
saith  the  Spirit,  that  they  may  rest  from  their  labors; 
and  their  works  do  follow  themP 
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PROCEEDINGS    OF    THE    SOCIETY. 

[Reported  by  Horatio  R.  Storer,  Secretary.] 

TWENTY-NINTH  REGULAR  MEETING,  MARCH  1,  1870. 

The  twenty-ninth  regular  meeting  of  the  Society 
was  held  at  Hotel  Pelham,  on  March  1st,  1870,  the 
President  in  the  chair.  Present,  Drs.  Lewis,  Warner, 
Field,  Weston,  Bixby,  Warren,  and  Storer,  and,  by  in- 
vitation, Dr.  Both,  of  Boston. 

The  Secretary  read  letters  from  Drs.  Tom.  O.  Ed- 
wards, of  Lancaster,  Ohio,  W.  W.  Dawson,  of  Cincin- 
nati, W.  C.  H.  IS^eedham,  of  Gallipoiis,  Ohio,  David 
Wooster,  of  San  Francisco,  T.  B.  Hood,  of  Washing- 
ton, D.  C,  A.  Jacobi  and  Joseph  Worster,  of  New 
York  City,  A.  Cornish,  of  New  Bedford,  and  C.  H. 
Perry,  of  West  Medway,  acknowledging  their  election 
as  Corresponding  Members. 

The  photograph  of  Dr.  Perry,  added  to  the  Society's 
collection,  was  exhibited,  and  the  following  additions 
to  the  Library  announced:  his  monograph  upon  the 
Obstetric  Importance  of  Narrowing  of  the  Pelvic  Out- 
let, from  Prof  Breisky,  of  Berne,  Switzerland;    from 

Entered,  according  to  act  of  Congress,  in  the  year  1870,  by  Horatio  R.  Storer,  M.D. 
in  the  Office  of  the  Librarian  of  Congress  at  Washington. 
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Dr.  Joseph  AVorster,  of  N'ew  York,  his  papers  upon 
Reduction  of  Uterine  Inversion,  Fibrous  Tumor,  and 
Vaginismus ;  from  Dr.  Horace  Dobell,  of  London,  his  vol- 
ume of  Reports  on  the  Progress  of  Medicine  in  Differ- 
ent Parts  of  the  World,  for  1869;  and  from  the  Secre- 
tary, a  copy  of  the  bound  volume  of  the  Gynaecological 
Society's  Journal,  from  July,  1869,  to  January,  1870. 

Dr.  Storer  exhibited,  under  the  microscope,  sections 
by  Dr.  Bixby,  of  tumors  sent  to  Dr.  S.  by  Dr.  L.  C. 
Butler,  of  Essex,  Vermont,  from  an  autopsy;  the  case 
being  an  interesting  one  of 

FIBKO-CYSTIC   DISEASE    OF   THE   UTERUS. 

The  history  is  as  follows:  Patient  aged  forty-nine; 
married  four  or  five  years  since;  had  no  children.  Men- 
struated regularly  till  July  last,  after  which,  attention 
was  directed  to  a  tumor  in  the  left  iliac  region,  and  to 
a  marked  general  tumefaction  of  the  abdomen,  which 
increased  so  as  to  give  the  appearance  of  a  woman  at 
the  full  period  of  pregnancy.  The  abdomen  was  smooth 
and  tense,  with  no  indentations  in  any  portion.  The 
distention  was  so  great  as  to  produce  severe  dyspnoea; 
general  health  seriously  afiected;  no  appetite,  and  di- 
gestion imj^erfect;  bowels  irregular,  urine  scanty,  and 
high-colored;  great  emaciation  of  muscular  and  cellular 
tissues,  giving  the  appearance  of  the  skin  being 
stretched  over  the  bones. 

About  a  month  before  death  a  trocar  was  introduced, 
and  pus  evacuated  from  the  median  line  a  little  below 
the  umbilicus,  —  the  pus  being  very  fetid. 

Autopsy  twelve  hours  after  death.  On  making  sec- 
tion of  the  abdomen,  opened  directly  into  a  large  sac, 
letting  out  about  thirty  pounds  of  pus,  dark  in  color. 
Found  sac  adherent  to  walls  of  abdomen  anteriorly  and 
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laterally,  and  extending  up  to  the  stomach  and  liver, 
but  not  adherent  to  them.  This  large  sac  was  attached 
to,  and  proceeding  from,  the  fundus  of  the  womb.  Os 
healthy,  but  cavity  of  womb  nearly  obliterated.  Ova- 
ries healthy,  though  the  left  one  was  slightly  larger 
than  the  right.  Uj^on  the  right  side  there  were  found 
two  other  tumors,  attached  to  that  side  of  the  uterus. 
One  was  about  two  inches  in  diameter,  the  other  about 
an  inch.  Portions  of  the  several  tumors  are  now  sent 
for  examination. 

The  case  was  diagnosticated  during  life  as  ovarian 
cyst,  as  dropsy,  and  as  general  tumor  with  independent 
connections.  At  the  post-mortem,  it  was  pronounced 
scirrhus  of  the  womb,  but,  on  further  thought  and  exam- 
ination. Dr.  Butler  was  not  satisfied  that  it  was  of 
that  character.  There  was  no  hereditary  taint,  unless  it 
be  that  the  grandfather  died  of  cancer  of  the  lip  at 
ninety-five.  No  appearance  of  that  taint  in  sons  or 
daughters. 

Dr.  Bixby  remarked  that  the  microscope  went  to 
prove  that  the  specimens  were  from  fibrous  tumors  of 
the  uterus,  and  that  this  was  also  the  opinion  of  Dr. 
Edes,  to  whom  he  had  submitted  portions  for  inde- 
pendent examination. 

Dr.  Storer  stated  that  the  history  of  the  case,  corrob- 
orated as  it  was  by  the  microscope,  showed  that  the 
tumors  were  fibrous  and  uterine  in  their  character.  An 
instance  of  similar  degeneration  of  a  fibro-cystic  uter- 
ine tumor  into  a  sac  containing  pus  and  sanies  had  ex- 
isted in  his  case  of  extirpation  of  the  puerperal  uterus, 
published  in  the  Journal  of  the  Society,  for  October, 
1869;  the  specimen  having  been  shown  to  the  Society 
at  its  meeting  of  August  10th,  of  that  year,  reported  in 
the  Journal  for  February,  1870.  There  were  also  cases 
upon  record  where  fibroids  have  taken  on  osseous  degen- 
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eration,  as  was  the  case  in  one  of  the  specimens  now  ex- 
hibited. In  one  of  the  instances  in  which  he  hdd  extir- 
pated the  uterns  by  abdominal  section  for  librous  tnmor, 
it  was  fonnd  impossible  to  divide  the  organ  by  a  scalpel 
for  subseqnent  examination,  and  it  had  to  be  done  by  a 
saw. 

Dr.  Bixby  re])orted  that  he  had  carefully  examined 
the  specimen  of  placenta,  submitted  to  him  for  the  pur- 
pose, that  had  been  presented  to  the  Society  by  Dr. 
AVeston,  of  East  Cambridge,  and  he  had  found  that  the 
apparent  cysts  which  had  been  so  marked,  were  in  re- 
ality localized  effusions  of  blood,  the  case  being  a  very 
evident  one  of 

PLACENTAL    APOPLEXY. 

Dr.  Weston  exhibited  another  very  similar  specimen, 
from  a  patient  to  whom  he  had  been  called  since  the 
last  meeting."^ 

Dr.  Bixby  i-ead  the  first  portion  of  a  translation  he 
was  engaged  in  making,  at  Dr.  Storer's  suggestion,  of 
a  monograph  by  Prof.  Louis  Mayer,  of  Berlin,  upon 

INSANITY    OCCASIONED     BY    DISEASE     OF    THE    PELVIC 

OKGANS. 

[The  opening  chapters  of  Dr.  Ma3'er's  paper  were  published  in  the  Journal 
of  the  Society  for  May  and  August,  1870.] 

The  portion  now  communicated  to  the  Society  was 
upon  the  general  relations  of  mental  and  physical 
disease,  particularly  in  women,  and  arising  from  uterine 
derangements,  and  of  those  lesions  in  early  childhood, 
more  especially  when  attended  by  manustupration. 

♦  For  a  very  full  expyaition  of  this  dbeaso,  see  Simpson's  Obstetric  Works,  VoL  II.,  p. 
396. 
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Dr.  Storer  directed  the  attention  of  the  Society  to  the 
very  great  importance  of  the  subject  now  under  consid- 
eration, solving  perfectly  and  scientifically,  as  did  the 
explanation  presented,  very  many  mysterious  problems 
in  gynaecology,  otherwise  wholly  unaccountable.  The 
topic  was  to  him  peculiarly  interesting,  as  the  members 
well  knew.  "When,  in  1864,  he  first  announced  to  the 
profession  his  conviction  that  a  large  proportion 
of  the  cases  of  insanity  occurring  in  women  were  of 
pelvic  causation,  a  point  which  seemed  to  have  been 
previously  almost  wholly  unappreciated,  his  views  were 
very  generally  ridiculed,  more  especially  by  those  hav- 
ing the  charge  of  asylums,  tending  as  they  did  towards 
necessitating  a  revolution  both  in  the  study  and  treat- 
ment of  insane  women.  He  was  happy  to  believe,  how- 
ever, that  year  by  year  psychologists  as  well  as  general 
practitioners  were  coming  more  and  more  to  accept  his 
conclusions.  They  would  be  found  to  be  fully  corrob- 
orated by  Prof.  Mayer,  who  has  established,  by  gynae- 
cological evidence,  every  point  that  had  previously  been 
made;  while  Dr.  Storer,  prevented  by  ill  health  from 
working  out  the  outline  of  research  that  he  had  indi- 
cated in  his  voluminous  report  made  to  the  American 
Medical  Association  in  1865,*  had  brought  together  an 
immense  amount  of  confirmatory  data  from  the  writings 
of  alienists  themselves. 

The  special  point  presented  to  the  Society  at  this 
meeting  from  Prof.  Mayer's  memoir,  the  mental  disturb- 
ances of  young  girls  depending  upon  sexual  irritation 
previous  to  the  establishment  of  puberty,  was  one  that 
would  be  thought  by  "  prurient  prudes  "  of  our  own  sex 
unworthy  scientific  discussion.  Its  importance,  how- 
ever, would  be  recognized  by  all  honest  physicians.  Dr. 
Storer  had  published  a  paper  upon  the  subject,  several 

•  Transactions  of  the  Association,  Vol.  xvi.,     p.  123. 
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years  ago,*  that  had  elieited  warm  commendation  from 
Prof.  Brown-Sequard,  whose  experience  had  been  iden- 
tical with  his  own.  He  considered  it  of  great  impor- 
tance to  recognize  the  fact  that  the  habit  was  in  the 
majority  of  cases  the  result  of  reflex  irritation  from 
hemorrhoids,  ascarides,  and  the  like,  and  not  from  any 
propensity  to  vicious  indulgence.  Ordinarily,  by  bear- 
ing this  in  mind,  the  existence  of  the  habit  could  be 
ascertained  without  any  shock  to  the  sensibilities  of  the 
patient. 

Dr.  Warren  had  no  doubt  that  masturbation  was 
much  more  frequent  in  women  than  is  generally  sup- 
posed, even  in  the  very  best  class  of  patients.  He  re- 
ported two  cases  now  under  his  charge,  one  of  them 
being  a  young  person,  and  the  other  fifty-one  years  of 
age,  and  past  the  climacteric. 

Dr.  Field  referred  to  the  difficulty  and  embai-rass- 
ment,  oftentimes,  of  asking  the  critical  question,  so 
necessary,  however,  for  the  patient's  cure.  He  had  been 
led  to  believe,  from  frequent  observation  of  the  symp- 
toms, that  a  peculiarly  cold  and  clammy  condition  of 
the  hand  was  always  present  in  masturbators,  whether 
male  or  female.  Its  existence  had  repeatedly  helped 
him  in  the  diagnosis  of  important  cases,  where  he  would 
otherwise  have  remained  in  doubt.  It  was  not  neces- 
sarily accompanied  by  any  general  nervous  depression. 
It  was  something  peculiar  to  itself,  and  entirely  differ- 
ent from  anything  seen  in  other  cases.  It  was,  as  he 
had  said,  a  constant  symptom.  Dr.  F.  dwelt  upon  the 
importance  in  practice  of  getting  at  special  points  in 
diagnosis  like  this.  They  used  to  be  looked  for  by  the 
shrewd  and  observant  Fathers  of  Medicine,  who  were 
not  in  possession  of  the  modern  methods  of  investiga- 

♦  On  Self- Abuse  in  Women,  its  Causation  and  Rational  Treatment.     Western  Journal  of 
Medicine,  August,  18C9,  p.  449. 


1870.]  Proceedings  of  the  Society.  151 

tion,  while  the  more  favored  physicians  of  the  present 
daj^  carelessly  pass  them  by.  It  was  not  unlikely  that 
observation  and  comparison  of  large  numbers  of  mas- 
turbators  would  give  results  of  great  practical  value. 

Dr.  Warren  thought  the  suggestion  of  Dr.  Field 
would  prove,  if  corroborated  by  further  experience,  of 
extreme  benefit  to  the  profession. 

Dr.  Warner  was  of  the  same  opinion. 

Dr.  Storer  referred  to  a  case  of  suicide  during  the 
eatamenial  molimen,  and  immediately  after  yielding  to 
the  tendency  to  self-abuse,  so  marked  at  that  time  in 
certain  patients,  that  he  had  formerly  placed  upon 
record.*  In  ascertaining  the  presence  of  the  habit  in 
women,  one  could  not  be  governed  by  the  presence  or 
absence  of  symptoms  of  general  lassitude  and  nervous 
depression,  for  masturbation,  not  being  attended  by  the 
exhausting  discharge  in  women  that  is  present  in  men, 
did  not  produce  in  them  so  marked  an  effect. 

Dr.  Weston  had  failed  to  find  in  these  cases  the  as- 
sertion of  some  writers,  that  there  is  necessarily  any 
enlargement  of  the  clitoris  or  nymphae  present,  borne 
out  by  facts. 

Dr.  Warren,  on  the  other  hand,  had  repeatedly  seen 
this  hypertrophy  in  masturbators. 

Dr.  Storer  believed  that  while  in  many  instances  there 
were  present  other  physical  signs  of  the  habit,  the  exist- 
ence of  the  condition  referred  to  was  neither  necessary 
nor  confirmatory.  Where  such  enlargement  did  exist, 
it  was  as  likely  to  be  from  coincidence  as  from  conse- 
quence, and  might,  from  the  irritation  produced  by  the 
increased  contact  of  the  parts,  give  rise  to  exaggerated 
hypersesthesia.  Dr.  S.  had  repeatedly  had  to  excise 
hypertrophied  nymphas  for  this  indication;    in  one  in- 


*  Boston  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal,  April  7,  1864. 
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stance,  in  a  female  physician,  who  in  warm  weather  was 
constantly  impelled  to  local  tritnration  by  the  hand  from 
the  chafing  of  the  pendulons  nymphne. 

Dr.  Storer  read  an  exhaustive  memoir  npon 

THE      SURGICAL      TREATMENT     OF     HEMORRHOIDS     AND 

FISTULA   IN   ANO, 

detailing  various  novel  procedures  which  had  been  found 
useful  in  practice. 

[This  paper  was  published  in  this  Journal  for  April,  1870.] 

Dr.  Warren,  in  commenting  upon  the  points  made  by 
Dr.  Storer,  remarked  that  the  paper  was  an  illustration 
throughout  of  common-sense  surgery.  Dr.  "W.  had,  in 
operating  for  hemorrhoids,  frequently  experienced  the 
difficulties  and  unsatisfactory  character  of  the  old 
methods  of  procedure,  and  now  that  it  had  been  so 
clearly  shown  that  submucous  rupture  of  the  sphincter 
ani  did  away  with  the  risk  of  concealed  hemorrhage,  so 
dreaded  by  surgeons,  and  hastened  the  healing  of  the 
parts  operated  upon,  he  should  certainly  resort  to  the 
new  method.  He  had,  moreover,  particularly  been  inter- 
ested in  the  details  of  Dr.  Storer's  treatment  of  pro- 
lapsus recti,  and  admired  the  simplicity  with  which  it 
might  be  alleviated  l)y  the  fenestrated  bandage. 

Dr.  Warner  reported  a  case  sent  to  Dr.  Storer,  from 
Western  Connecticut,  of 

PROLAPSE  OF  THE  ENTIRE  RECTAL  CANAL, 

from  the  sigmoid  flexure  downward,  containing  in  its 
pouch  a  considerable  extent  of  the  peritoneal  meml^rane  \ 
from  Douglas'  fossa.  For  many  years  the  lady  had  j 
been  a  wretched  invalid,  suffering,  at  every  movement         ; 


1870.]  Proceedings  of  the  Society,  153 

of  the  bowels,  indescribable  torture,  and  sometimes 
spending  hours  in  the  fruitless  attempt  at  a  faecal  pas- 
sage. She  came  prepared  to  have  the  whole  rectal 
pouch  removed  by  an  operation  which  would  probably 
have  ensured  her  death.  As  it  w^as,  by  the  careful  use 
of  a  well-fitting  fenestrated  bandage,  the  rectal  wall 
was  prevented  for  several  weeks  from  escaping  from 
within  the  sphincter  ani,  which  had  previously  been  in 
the  habit  of  strangulating  it  when  down;  regular  move- 
ments of  softened  faeces  were  obtained,  the  patient  rap- 
idly regained  her  lost  flesh  and  strength,  until  it  was 
found  possible  to  dispense  with  the  bandage,  and  the 
patient  returned  home  with  her  health  restored. 

Dr.  Storer  mentioned  the  asperity  with  which  some 
of  the  suggestions  presented  in  the  paper  he  had  just 
read  were  received  when  communicated  at  a  medical 
meeting  in  this  city  several  years  since,  and  detailed 
the  peculiar  history  of  the  memoir  itself.^ 

Adjourned. 


THIRTIETH   REGULAR  MEETING,  MARCH   15,   1870. 

The  thirtieth  regular  meeting  of  the  Society  was  held 
on  March  15,  1870,  at  Hotel  Pelham,  the  President  in 
the  chair.  Present,  Drs.  Lewis,  Warner,  Field,  Sulli- 
van, Blake,  Weston,  Warren,  Bixby,  and  H.  R.  Storer; 
and,  by  invitation,  Drs.  A.  L.  Norris,  of  East  Cam- 
bridge; J.  P.  Ordway  and  Carl  Both,  of  Boston;  and 
J.  S.  Flint,  of  Boston  Highlands. 

The  records  of  the  last  meeting  were  read  and 
accepted. 

*  See  this  Journal,  April,  1870,  p.  221,  and  May,  p.  213. 
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The  Secretary  read  letters  from  Drs.  Donders,  of 
Utrecht,  Holland,  and  B.  Fordyce  Barker,  of  New 
York,  Honorary  Members;  and  Drs.  R.  II.  Meade,  of 
Bradford,  England;  W.  Bayard,  of  St.  John,  New 
Brunswick;  Wm.  CannifF,  of  Toronto,  Ontario;  J.  K. 
Bart  let  t,  of  Milwaukee,  Wisconsin;  S.  D.  Turney,  of 
Circleville,  Ohio;  II.  D.  Ballard,  of  Findlay,  Ohio;  Wm. 
A.  Newman,  of  Louisville,  Ky.;  Charles  W.  Chancel- 
lor, W.  T.  Howard,  Harvey  L.  Byrd,  and  James  II.  But- 
ler, of  Baltimore;  F.  G.  Snelling,  M.  S.  Buttles,  and 
James  L.  Brown,  of  New  York,  and  Alexander  J.  C. 
Skene,  of  Brooklyn,  N.  Y.,  Corresponding  Members, 
severally  in  acknowledgment  of  their  election  to  the 
Society.  He  also  read  a  letter  from  Dr.  Henry  Austin 
Martin,  of  Boston  Highlands,  a  candidate  for  nomina- 
tion as  an  Active  Member.  According  to  the  rules  of 
the  Society,  Dr.  Martin's  application  was  referred  to  the 
Committee  upon  Membership. 

A  communication  was  presented  from  Dr.  Thomas 
Watson,  of  London,  in  behalf  of  the  Obstetrical  Society 
of  that  city,  requesting  an  exchange  of  the  Transactions 
of  the  two  Societies.  The  photograph  of  Prof.  Don- 
ders,  of  Utrecht,  added  to  the  Society's  collection,  was 
exhil/ited,  and  the  following  donations  to  the  library 
announced :  From  Prof.  Fordyce  Barker,  of  New  York, 
Dr.  F.  G.  Snelling's  monograj)h  upon  Relaxation  of  the 
Pelvic  Symphyses  during  Pregnancy  and  Parturition, 
and  from  Dr.  Edward  Seguin,  of  the  same  city,  his 
memoir  entitled  New  Facts  and  Remarks  concerning 
Idiocy. 

Dr.  Storer  exhibited,  on  behalf  of  Messrs.  George 
Tiemann  <fe  Co.,  of  New  York,    . 

taverxiek's  uterixe  dilator, 
to  be  used  previously  to  those  of  Dr.  Barnes.     It  is 
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introduced  by  a  common  French  catheter,  which  is 
passed  into  its  tube,  and  may  then  be  left.  Then,  if  it 
is  inflated  "  with  air  or  warm  or  cold  water,"  it  assumes 
the  shape  shown  by  the  wood-cut.     The  dilator  is  sim- 


ply a  closed  rubber  tube,  of  which  the  outer  extremity 
is  made  of  much  thinner  material  than  the  rest,  and  is 
therefore  more  distensible. 

Dr.  Storer,  in  commenting  upon  the  dilator,  called 
attention,  in  the  first  place,  to  the  extreme  delicacy  of  the 
instrument,  and  demonstrated  the  ease  with  which,  upon 
a  slight  excess  of  pressure,  as  during  a  uterine  con- 
traction, if  employed  for  procuring  premature  labor,  it 
was  ruptured,  and  therefore  rendered  useless.  In  the 
second  place,  to  use  air  as  the  dilating  medium  was  an 
extremely  dangerous  procedure,  as  he  had  pointed  out 
to  the  Society  at  a  previous  meeting.^ 

As  the  employment  of  this  especial  form  of  dilator 
was  intended  to  precede  that  kno^vu  by  the  name  of  Dr. 
Barnes,  of  London,  a  bit  of  medical  history  was  here 
involved,  which  might  interest  members  of  the  Society. 
He  would  read  from  a  paper  presented  by  himself  to 
the  Suffolk  District  Medical  Society,  and  published  in 
this  city  seven  years  ago,  but  that  had  probably  been 
seen  by  but  few  non-resident  members  of  the  profes- 
sion :  f  — 


*  This  Journal,  May,  1870,  p.  285. 

t  On  Artificial  Dilatation  of  the  Os  and  Cervix  Uteri  by  Fluid  Pressure  from  Above.  A 
Reply  to  Drs.  Kciller,  of  Edinburgh,  and  Arnott,  of  London,  by  H.  R.  "Storer.  Boston 
Medical  and  Surgical  Journal,  July  2,  1863,  p.  431.  * 
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"  Those  who  are  interested  in  obstetric  surgery  can  hardly  have 
failed  to  notice  a  controvers}',  for  many  months  past  (1862-3)  car- 
ried on  through  the  more  important  British  journals,  involving  the 
question  of  priority  as  to  suggestion  and  practical  application  in  a 
matter  of  much  importance,  —  namely,  the  dilatation  of  the  cervix 
uteri  from  above,  as  a  moans  of  diagnosis  and  treatment. 

"As  one  of  the  original  claimants  of  the  suggestion  referred  to, 
and,  as  I  supposed,  till  within  a  few  weeks,  the  only  one  with  any 
legitimate  ground  for  such  claim,  I  have  felt  some  little  interest  in 
the  result.  Not  caring,  however,  again  to  enter  the  controversial 
arena,  I  should  continue  to  remain  a  passive  spectator,  did  not  a 
more  careful  examination  of  the  whole  matter,  to  which  I  have  been 
led  by  some  recent  allegations,  compel  me  to  break  silence  in  simple 
justice  to  one  of  my  opponents.  It  will  be  found,  also,  that  this  com- 
munication will  not  be  without  its  value  as  bearing  upon  and  instanc- 
ing the  law  which  should  govern  physicians,  as  all  other  scientific 
men,  in  the  settlement  of  similar  disputes. 

"  Immediately  on  entering  practice,  it  became  evident  to  me  that 
the  great  field  for  advance  in  obstetric  therapeutics  was  the  interior 
of  the  uterus,  —  an  opinion  that  was  daily  strengthened  during  the 
intimate  relations  to  which  I  was  admitted  b}''  Prof.  Simpson  in 
1854-55. 

"  At  that  time  the  sole  means,  at  all  safe  and  reliable,  of  directly 
reaching  the  interior  of  the  unimpregnated  uterus,  was  by  the  use  of 
expansible  tents,  then  only  made  of  sponge,  first  suggested  for  this 
purpose  by  Simpson  in  1844.*  It  is  true,  that  for  the  induction  of 
premature  labor,  for  which  the  method  to  be  considered  was  first  pro- 
posed to  the  profession  by  both  Dr.  Alexander  Keiller,  of  Edinburgh, 
and  myself,  and  for  which  its  use  is  now  urged  by  such  competent 
authority  abroad,  there  had  been  many  measures  suggested  and  prac- 
tised, —  all  of  them,  however,  acting  either  secondarily  and  by  reflex 
action,  as  do  galvanism,  mammary  irritation,  puncture  of  the  mem- 
branes, their  separation  from  the  uterus  by  bougies,  the  injection  of 
water  or  air,  an  agent  here  so  dangerous,  or  by  the  uterine  sound, 
and  also,  there  seems  to  me  good  reason  for  believing,  the  so-called 
oxytoxics,  as  ergot  of  rj-e  ;  or  by  a  stimulating  or  dilating  force 
applied  and  first  acting  from  below. 

"  These  remarks  apply  with  equal  pertinency  to  all  methods  that 
had  then  been  proposed,  —  to  those  of  Hamilton  and  Hopkins  ;  to  the 


♦Edinburgh  Monthly  Joarnal  of  Medical  Science,  August,   1844,  p.  734, — Obstetric 
Works  Vol.  I.,  p.  125,  Scotch  edition;  p.  128,  American  do. 
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flexible  catheter  left  in  the  cavity  of  the  uterus  by  Merrera,  Krause, 
and  Simpson  ;  to  the  vaginal  and  cervical  plugs  and  dilators  of  Brun- 
ninghausen,  Osiander,  Von  Busch,  Hiiter,  Gariel,  and  Braun  ;  to  the 
carbonic-acid  douche,  suggested  by  Brown-Sequard  and  so  fatal  in 
the  hands  of  Scanzoni  and  others ;  and  to  the  water  douches  of 
Kiwisch,  applied  to  the  vagina,  and  of  Schweighauser  and  Cohen,  to 
the  uterine  cavit}^  These  several  means,  while  they  were  applicable 
but  partially  and  with  varying  success  to  the  pregnant  uterus,  were 
wholly  unfitted,  with  the  exception  of  sponge  tents,  for  opening  up 
that  which  contained  no  foetus  ;  and  for  this  the  elastic  bougies  of 
Mcintosh  and  the  unyielding  ones  of  Simpson,  the  spring-knife  of 
the  latter,  the  hollow  tubes  used  b}'  Wakley  for  urethral  stricture  and 
adopted  from  him  b}'  Baker  Brown,  and  the  instruments  of  Rigby, 
Graham  Weir,  Osiander,  Busch,  Krause,  and  Jobert,  with  expanding 
metallic  blades,  are  either  insufficient  or  attended  with  too  much 
hazard. 

"  Caoutchouc  bags  or  sacs,  distended  with  air,  had  been  proposed 
some  years  previously  by  Gariel,*  for  the  treatment  of  displacement 
of  the  uterus  by  pressure  from  below,  and  for  plugging  the  vagina  in 
cases  of  hemorrhage.  He  had  also  suggested  their  possible  introduc- 
tion into  the  cervix,  —  not,  however,  through  it,  —  for  the  purpose  of 
overcoming  stricture  of  that  canal,  and  had  even  asked,  *  if  this 
property  of  the  bulbous  air-sound  could  not  be  turned  to  advantageous 
use  in  inducing  premature  labor?*  here  referring,  however,  to  their 
use  in  the  vagina,  as  had  already  been  suggested  by  Huter  and 
Braun.  The  proposals  of  Gariel,  however,  like  those  of  Braun,  were 
attended  with  singularl}^  unfortunate  results,  Breit  and  others  report- 
ing a  mortality  of  six  patients  out  of  fourteen.f 

"  To  sponge  tents  applied  to  the  cervix  there  attaches,  as  I  have 
already  intimated,  various  important  objections.  They  are  readily 
acted  upon  chemically  by  the  uterine  and  vaginal  secretions,  and 
from  their  organic  character  quickly  undergo  putrefactive  decomposi- 
tion, subjecting  the  patient  to  a  certain  amount  of  risk  from  such  pos- 
sible absorption  as  is  hereby  implied.  They  act  at  times  with  great 
rapidit}"  and  force,  and,  where  the  tissues  are  morbidly  friable,  they 
may  produce,  if  not  very  carefully  made,  unintentional  and  dangerous 
tension  and  laceration. 

"  From  direct  experience  of  these  several  dangers,  it  became  my 
aim  to  find,  if  possible,  a  substitute  for  sponge  in  the  dilatation  of 
the  cervix,  and  in  May,  1855,  in  a  paper  read  before  the  Medico-Chi- 

*  Gazette  des  Hopitaux,  1849,  No.  141. 
f  Goschen's  Deutsche  Klinik,  Berlin,  1853. 
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rurgical  Society  of  Edinburgh,  I  proposed  the  use  of  tents  prepared 
from  the  bark  of  our  indigenous  slippery  elm.*  Shortly-  after,  during 
the  publication  of  Dr.  Simpson's  Memoirs,  I  had  again  occasion  to 
refer  to  the  disadvantage  of  sponge  under  certain  circumstances,t  and 
at  still  greater  length  in  a  paper  presented  during  the  fall  of  the  same 
year.+ 

*'The  use  of  elm  tents  in  ray  own  hands,  ind  those  of  others  who 
have  communicated  with  me  upon  the  subject,  proved  that  this  agent 
is  greatly  superior  to  sponge  in  those  cases  where  a  slow  and  moder- 
ate action  is  desired,  as,  for  instance,  in  mechanical  dysmenorrhoea 
and  certain  forms  of  sterility  ;  and  as  yet  I  know  of  nothing  that  will 
here  better  answer  the  indication,  although  during  the  course  of  my 
experiments  in  this  direction  I  have  tried  a  variety  of  other  sub- 
stances, as  althea  root,  etc. ;  among  them  the  root  of  gentian,  after- 
wards made  the  basis  of  a  memoir  upon  mucilaginous  tents  by  an 
English  surgeon,  Dr.  Aveling,  of  Sheffield  (now  of  Rochester,  Kent),§ 
in  apparent  ignorance  of  his  having  been  anticipated  by  my  sugges- 
tion of  three  years  before. 

"  Steadily  pursuing  these  efforts  towards  the  solution  of  the  inter- 
esting problem  proposed,  I  again  called  the  attention  of  the  profession 
to  its  importance  by  a  paper,  published  in  Philadelphia  early  in  1859, 
in  which  were  pointed  out  the  several  indications  for  artificial  dilata- 
tion of  the  cervix  uteri,  and  the  several  dangers  attaching  thereto, 
alike  in  the  induction  of  premature  labor,  the  assistance  of  the  prog- 
ress of  accidental  abortion  and  of  labor  at  the  full  time,  and  the 
exposure  of  the  uterine  cavity  for  the  purposes  of  diagnosis  and  treat- 
ment, both  in  diseases  puerperal  and  non-puerperal. 1| 

"  During  the  preparation  of  this  paper,  duly  appreciating,  as  will 
be  apparent  from  its  perusal,  the  actual  and  relative  value,  in  the  as- 
sistance or  induction  of  labor,  of  the  several  elements  of  action  in- 
volved, —  namel}^,  dilatation  of  the  cervical  canal,  detachment  of  the 
membranes  from  the  walls  of  the  uterus,  and  the  prolonged  preserva- 
tion intact  of  tlie  bag  of  waters,  —  I  had  frequent  conversations  upon 
the  subject  with  my  friend  (the  late)  Dr.  Nathan  Ilayward,  of  Rox- 
bury  (subsequently  of  St.  Louis),  and  at  that  time  associated  with 

♦  Asaociation  Medical  Journal,  London,  May,  1855,  p.  446;  Glasgow  Medical  Journal, 
April,  18GC,  p.  IIG;  Braithwaito's  Retrospect,  Jan.,  1857,  p.  247. 

t  Preface  to  Simpson's  Obstetric  Works,  Sept.,  1855,  Amer.  edition,  p.  16 

X  Boston  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal,  Nov.,  1855;  Gardner,  Causes  and  Treatment  of 
Sterility,  1856,  p.  148. 

§  Medical  Times  and  Gazette,  June,  1858,  p.  653. 

II  "The  Use  and  Abuse  of  Uterine  Tents."  American  Journal  of  the  Medical  Sciences, 
January,  1869,  p.  57. 
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me  in  the  conduct  of  the  Eustis  St.  Dispensary.  With  his  assistance, 
I  contrived  an  instrument  designed  to  combine  the  various  indications 
just  referred  to,  and  this  was  used  in  practice  upon  the  first  favorable 
case  that  presented  itself  to  us,  on  April  13th,  1859.  The  operation 
was  entirely  successful ;  labor  was  prematurely  induced  at  the  eighth 
month  in  a  woman  who  had  four  times  previously  required  craniotomy, 
and  a  living  male  child  was  delivered.  The  case  was  the  more  inter- 
esting to  us  from  the  fact  that  both  Dr.  Hay  ward  and  myself  were 
present  at  her  last  previous  confinement.  I  had  turned  and  delivered 
the  trunk,  but  it  was  found  absolutel}^  necessary  to  lessen  the  head 
from  below  before  it  could  be  made  to  pass. 

"  The  proposal  of  the  measure  now  resorted  to,  as  I  supposed,  for 
the  first  time,  was  made  at  considerable  length  under  the  name  of 
'  the  uterine  dilator,'  and  the  case  reported,  in  July,  1859.*  I  then 
stated  that  the  instrument,  introduced  within  the  cavit}'  of  the  uterus, 
produced  its  action  in  a  threefold  manner:  '  reflexly,  as  a  foreign 
body ;  reflexly  and  directly,  by  separating  the  membranes  from  the 
uterine  walls ;  and  directly,  as  a  fluid  wedge,  by  dilating  the  os  ;  in 
each  of  these  three  respects,  its  effect  being  in  proportion  to  the 
amount  of  distention  applied.  It  should  be  noticed  that  this  dilata- 
tion,' I  also  added,  '  is  from  above  downwards,  while  the  tent  dilates 
from  below  upwards.'  f  I  referred  to  the  similarity  of  this  instru- 
ment to  one  suggested  for  the  female  urethra  by  Spencer  Wells,  of 
London,  some  months  previousl}^]:  which  in  its  turn  had  been  taken 
from  a  modification  by  Thompson  of  James  Arnott's  urethral  dilator, 
so  forcibly  brought  forward  as  long  back  as  1818,  both  by  himself  § 
and  his  brother  Neil,||  and  shortl}-  after  by  Ducamp  in  a  memoir  that 
received  much  approbation  from  the  French  Academy.  I  mentioned, 
also,  the  curious  fact  in  the  history  of  the  various  means  that  have 
been  proposed  for  dilatation  of  the  uterus,  that  they  have  all,  without 
exception,  been  based,  directly  or  indirectly,  upon  some  method  pre- 
viousl}^  in  use  for  the  treatment  of  strictures  of  the  male  urethra. 

"  I  have  thus  plainly  stated  my  own  position  in  relation  to  the 
plan  of  dilating  the  uterus  by  fluid  pressure  acting  from  above,  and 
have  shown  the  gradual  and  successive  steps  by  which  I  arrived  at 


*  American  Journal  of  the  Medical  Sciences,  July,  1859,  p.  107 ;  North  American  Med- 
ico-Chirurgical  Review,  July,  1859;  Essay  on  Criminal  Abortion  in  America,  Philadelphia, 
1860,  p.  69. 

t  Loc.  cit.  p.  112. 

X  Medical  Times  and  Gazette,  July,  1858,  p.  84. 

§  Treatise  on  Urethral  Stricture,  etc.,  etc. 

II  Elements  of  Physics,  p.  532. 
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my  idea  and  its  development.  The  medium  employed  for  dilating  my 
sac  was  water ;  to  the  dangers  of  air  used  for  this  purpose,  as  it  has 
been  by  others  who  have  taken  part  in  this  controversy,  I  then  called 
attention,  as  I  shall  again  do  in  the  course  of  the  present  communi- 
cation. 

"  Now  as  to  opposing  claims,  which  I  shall  endeavor  to  state  with 
equal  fairness,  even  at  my  own  expense. 

**  In  March,  1859,  some  six  weeks  earlier  than  the  date  upon  which 
my  own  patient  was  confined,  Dr.  Alexander  Keiller,  of  P2dinburgh, 
a  gentleman  of  great  obstetric  knowledge  and  skill,  —  to  whose  inge- 
nuity in  another  matter,  the  suggestion  and  application  of  the  vaginal 
stethoscope,  I  chanced  to  call  attention  in  the  ver}^  paper  containing 
the  description  of  my  own  dilator,  —  having  independently  conceived 
of  the  same  idea,  put  it  into  successful  practice  in  the  presence  and 
with  the  assistance  of  our  mutual  friend,  Dr.  Graham  Weir.  The 
case  was  immediately  reported,  it  seems,  to  the  Obstetrical  Society 
of  Edinburgh,  and  was  mentioned  b3'  Dr.  Keiller  in  conversation  and 
at  his  lectures ;  but  strangely  enough  none  of  the  details  were  put  in 
print  until  the  publication  of  a  summary  of  the  Society's  Records,  on 
the  very  day  of  my  own  paper,  namel}',  the  1st  of  July,  1859.*  This 
was  a  brief  abstract  of  Dr.  Keiller's  remarks,  by  the  Secretary ;  his 
own  first  publication  upon  the  subject,  with  the  exception  of  three 
short  and  bitter  controversial  notes,t  in  the  latter  of  which  he  did 
indeed  quote  from  the  Proceedings  of  the  Obstetrical  Society  already 
referred  to,  was  not  till  a  period  of  four  years  afterwards, J  although 
the  profession  had  on  more  than  one  occasion  been  promised  an  im- 
mediate communication. 

*'  On  April  IGth,  1859,  just  three  days  after  my  own  application  of 
dilatation  b}-  fluid  pressure  from  above  to  actual  practice,  Mr.  Jardine 
Murra}^  of  Brighton,  England,  a  former  Resident  Surgeon  at  both 
the  Royal  Infirmary  and  Maternity  Hospital  of  Edinburgh,  intro- 
duced an  India-rubber  air  pessary-  in  a  case  of  hemorrhage  from  pla- 
centa pra^via,  into  the  cavit}'  of  the  uterus,  with  the  double  intention 
of  thus  controlling  the  hemorrhage  and  of  effecting  dilatation  of  the 
OS.  Mr.  Murray  very  honorably  acknowledged  his  obligation  for  the 
idea  to  his  former  instructor.  Dr.  Keiller,  by  whom,  however,  he  was 
bitterly  assailed  in  the  letters  above  referred  to ;   and  his  case  is 

♦  Edinburgh  Medical  Joarnal,  July,  1859,  p.  84.  ' 

t  Medical  Times  and  Giiettc,  June  18,  1839,  p.  G39;   Ibid.,  July,  1859,  pp.  24,  75. 

X  Head  before  the  Obstetrical  Society  of  Edinburgh,  Aug.  Cth,  18G2;  an  abstract  from 
the  Society's  Records  printed  in  the  Edinburgh  Medical  Journal,  February,  1863,  p.  763, 
and  the  paper  itself  in  the  same  journal,  March,  1863,  p.  782. 


1870.]  Proceedings  of  the  Society,  161 

undoubtedly  entitled  to  its  claim  of  being  the  first  of  the  kind  put  on 
record  b}-  publication,  and  the  first  in  which  the  dilator  seems  to  have 
been  used  as  an  intra-uterine  plug  for  arresting  hemorrhage.  Tins 
publication  was  in  June,  1859,*  a  fortnight  before  either  my  own 
views  or  those  of  Dr.  Keiller  appeared  in  print. 

"In  April,  1861,  Dr.  Robert  Barnes,  of  London,  well  known  for 
his  contributions  to  obstetric  literature,  brought  the  subject  we  are 
considering  before  the  Obstetrical  Society  of  London  ;  I  his  first  ap- 
plication of  the  method  to  practice  having  been  with  a  case  of  pla- 
centa praevia,  in  April,  1860,  just  a  year  subsequently  to  those  of  Dr. 
Keiller  and  myself.  His  paper  was  received  with  marked  attention, 
and  the  discussion  which  followed  is  well  worthy  of  general  perusal. 
Dr.  Barnes  discarded,  as  I  had  already  insisted  should  be  done,  the 
use  of  air  for  purposes  of  uterine  dilatation,  and  claimed,  as  I  had 
done,  that  water  was  the  only  allowable  medium,  going  on  to  assert 
that  by  this  means  '  the  practitioner  was  enabled  to  deliver  almost  at 
will,  not  only  on  a  fixed  da}-,  but  at  a  predetermined  hour  ;  a  power 
that  gives  us  control  over  cases  of  convulsions,  obstinate  vomiting, 
exhaustion  from  disease  or  hemorrhage,  much  needed  and  not  hitherto 
possessed.'  J 

"  In  a  subsequent  paper,  a  year  later,  upon  the  new  method  of 
inducing  premature  labor  '  at  a  predetermined  hour,'  Dr.  Barnes  seems 
more  decidedly  to  claim  the  proposal  as  originally  his  own,§  whereas, 
in  fact,  he  but  modified  the  shape  of  the  dilating  sac,  making  it  '  fid- 
dle-shaped,' so  as  to  act  from  above  and  below,  —  a  nicety  that  in  prac- 
tical application  possesses  little  or  no  advantage  over  the  original 
form. 

"Finally,  during  the  last  month  (April,  1863), H  there  appeared  a 
communication  from  Dr.  James  Arnott,  of  London,  —  to  whose  ce- 
lebrity in  former  3'ears,  for  his  various  applications  of  fluid  pressure 
and  congelation  to  medical  and  surgical  practice,  I  have  already  al- 
luded, —  calling  my  attention,  by  name,  to  what  he  considers  forget- 
fulness  or  intentional  omission.  The  article  to  which  I  now  refer  is 
nearly  identical  with  a  letter  by  the  same  gentleman,^  published 
shortly  after  my  first  proposals  in  1859. 

*  Medical  Times  and  Gazette,  June  11th,  1859,  p.  506. 

t  Transactions  of  the  Obstetrical  Society  of  London,  Vol.  iii.,  18G2,  p.  107. 

:j:  Medical  Times  and  Gazette,  April,  1861,  p.  456. 

§  Edinburgh  Medical  Journal,  July,  1862.  It  is  to  this  paper  that  the  profession  are 
probably  indebted  for  the  actual  publication  of  Dr.  Keiller's  views  upon  the  subject,  some 
nine  months  later,  they  being  professedly  in  answer  to  Dr.  Barnes'  claim. 

II  Ibid.,  April,  1863,  p.  968. 

H  Medical  Times  and  Gazette,  July,  1859,  p.  69, 
11 
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"  It  will  have  been  noticed  that  in  m}^  own  first  communication,  I 
acknowledged  the  fiict  that  the  instrument  then  proposed,  like  that 
suggested  for  the  female  urethra  by  Spencer  Wells,  was  really  based 
upon  Arnott's  dilator  for  the  male.*  Dr.  Keiller,  in  his  paper  of 
March  last  (1863),  allows  that  his  own  conception  of  the  idea  was 
from  the  instrument  of  Mr.  Wells,j-  and  Dr.  Barnes  also  acknowledges 
that  the  original  suggestion  of  fluid  pressure  for  purposes  of  dilata- 
tion was  by  Arnott.j  So  far  as  I  can  ascertain,  however,  though 
Arnott  in  the  various  publications  to  which  he  has  lately  referred  did 
recognize  the  real  action  of  the  fluid  wedge,  by  which  the  distended 
membranes  produced  dilatation  in  labor,  his  application  of  the  theory 
was  to  the  os  from  below,  or  in  the  course  of  the  cervix,  if  this  canal 
remained  uneffaced,  and  not  from  above  it;  an  operation  of  entirely 
diflferent  nature,  based  upon  an  entirelj''  different  principle,  and  no 
more  to  be  claimed  by  Arnott  than  those  of  Braun  or  Briinning- 
hausen. 

"  Having  thus  stated  all  the  facts  in  the  case,  it  will  be  seen  that, 
putting  aside  the  measures  of  Hiiter  and  Braun  for  inducing  prema- 
ture labor  b}^  dilatation  of  the  vagina  as  entirely  foreign  to  the  sub- 
ject, it  is  to  Arnott  and  Gariel  that  belongs  the  credit  of  first  sug- 
gesting the  possibilit3^  of  dilating  the  cervix  uteri  by  fluid  pressure 
directly  applied  to  that  canal,  —  in  these  instances  from  below  ;  that 
in  dilating  the  uterus  by  fluid  pressure  from  above,  although  my  in- 
strument was  alread}^  prepared  for  the  purpose,  Keiller  really  antici- 
pated me  by  a  few  days  in  actual  practice  ;  that  we  both  immediately 
made  our  discovery  known  to  medical  friends,  and  thus  to  the  profes- 
sion, and  that  our  respective  publications  in  print  were  made  on  the 
same  day,  in  Philadelphia  and  Edinburgh.  As  regards  priority  of 
publication,  however,  Mr.  Murray  certainly  forestalled  us  both,  his 
case  being  the  first  thus  recorded.  Personally,  I  do  not  hesitate  thus 
far  to  yield  the  credit  to  Dr.  Keiller,  merely  claiming  for  myself  inde- 
pendent conception  and  suggestion.  To  Dr.  Barnes  belongs  the  merit 
of  forcibly  presenting  the  subject  to  the  profession  at  a  later  date,  of 
endeavoring  by  modifications  of  our  instruments  to  perfect  one  for 
practice,  and  of  adopting  my  proposal  of  water  as  the  dilating  medium. 

"  So  far,  as  regards  our  several  claims  to  the  original  proposal  of 
dilatation  of  the  cervix  by  pressure  from  above.  I  have  referred  to  the 
value  of  water  as  compared  with  air  for  the  dilating  medium.     This 


♦  American  Journal  of  tho  Medical  Sciences,  July,  1859,  p.  108. 

t  Edinburgh  Medical  Journal,  March,  18C3,  p.  784. 

X  Transactions  of  Obstetrical  Society  of  Loudon,  Vol.  in.,  18G2,  p.  120. 
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to  my  mind  is  practicall}'  as  important  as  the  idea  of  the  dilatation 
itself,  for  it  is  a  question  that  maj^  often  directly  involve  the  life  of 
the  patient.  Cases  are  already  on  record  of  sudden  death  from  ad- 
mission of  air  into  the  cavity  of  the  uterus,  especially  towards  the  close 
of  pregnancy  and  during  labor.  I  need  only  refer  to  those  instances 
by  John  Reid,*  Simpson,t  May,]:  Barry, §  Depaul,  Gardner,  Dalton, 
and  others  ;  and  whether  we  are  to  suppose  the  fatal  result  produced 
by  the  passage  of  air  into  the  abdominal  cavity  through  an  abnor- 
mally patent  Fallopian  tube,  or  its  forcible  injection  thither  by  the 
uterine  contractions,  or  are  to  accept  the  more  probable  alternative,  as 
suggested  by  the  younger  Legallois  in  1829,  b}^  OUivier  in  1833,  and 
more  recently  by  Reid,  Simpson,  Cormack,||  and  McClintock,^  that 
the  air  is  forced  directly  into  the  circulation  through  the  uterine 
sinuses,  and  so  kills  by  inducing  paralysis  of  the  heart  from  over- 
distention,  or  asphj'xia  from  more  gradually  increasing  obstruction  of 
the  lungs,  it  is  impossible  to  lose  sight  of  the  danger.  To  this  I  have 
repeatedly  called  attention  on  former  occasions,  and  a  marked  and 
fatal  instance  of  its  effect  has  just  been  communicated  to  me  by  my 
friend  Dr.  Hitchcock,  of  Fitchburg.  In  view,  therefore,  of  the  risk 
referred  to,  I  have  not  hesitated  to  impress  upon  the  students  at 
present  temporarily  in  my  charge,  the  extreme  caution  necessary  in 
manual  or  operative  interference  during  labor,  the  impropriety^  of  en- 
deavoring to  excite  intra-uterine  or  intra-vaginal  respiration,  even  by 
the  method  so  ingeniously  suggested  b}'  Dr.  Jacob  Bigelow,  of  this 
city,**  and  also  the  possibility  of  air  sufficient  to  produce  fatal  syncope 
being  thrown  into  the  uterine  cavity  where  premature  labor  is  induced 
by  the  injection  of  water  between  the  membranes  and  uterine  walls,^ 
as  in  cases  of  death  related  b}^  Guillier,  Germann,  Chiari,  and  others. 
"  In  the  instances  of  the  new  method  reported  by  Drs.  Keiller  and 
Murray,  dilatation  was  effected  by  India-rubber  sacs  into  which  air 
was  forcibly  thrown.  Against  rubber  for  uterine  or  vaginal  applica- 
tion, used  in  any  form  except  vulcanite,  which  as  yet  is  afforded  us 
in  too  unjdelding  a  state,  there  is  the  insuperable  objection  that  it  is 
chemically  acted  upon  by  the  fluids  with  which  it  comes  in  contact, 
and  becomes  at  once  offensive  and  irritating.  If  distended  to  any 
great  extent,  it  is  very  liable  to  rupture,  and  if  this  be  guarded 

*  Physiological  Researches,  1848,  p.  578. 

t  Obstetric  Works,  i.,  p.  719;  ii.,  p.  74;  Edinburgh  Medical  Journal,  Sept.,  1861,  p.  289. 

X  British  Medical  Journal,  June,  1857. 

§  Provincial  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal,  November,  1850.  ^ 

II  London  Journal  of  Medicine,  Vol.  ir.,  p.  950. 

IT  Medical  Press,  March,  1852,  p.  147. 

**  American  Journal  of  the  Medical  Sciences,  April,  1829,  p.  285. 
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against  by  an  increase  of  thickness  the  introduction  of  the  sac  be- 
comes proportionately  more  dillicult.  In  the  use  of  thin  animal  mem- 
brane for  dilatation  the  same  liabilit}'  to  rupture  exists,  unless,  as 
suggested  b}-  Arnott,  a  delicate  layer  of  a  stronger  substance,  as  silk, 
be  interposed  between  two  la^'ers  of  the  membrane.  In  practice  I 
have  more  than  once  ruptured  the  membrane  during  its  distention  by 
water,  and  therefore  know  that  what  I  have  asserted  of  such  danger 
where  air  is  used,  is  not  unfounded.  What,  then,  can  be  said  of  the 
deliberate  use  and  recommendation  of  air  under  these  circumstances? 
Is  it  not  an  unjustifiable  exposure  of  the  patient's  life  to  a  grave  and 
unnecessary  risk?  * 

''  To  one  other  objection  tliat  might  be  alleged  I  must  call  atten- 
tion, merel}^  to  state  m}'  belief  that  it  is  unfounded.  There  is  no 
doubt  that  in  the  induction  of  premature  labor  b}^  the  injection  of 
w^ater  at  random  between  the  membranes  and  the  uterine  wall,  after 
the  method  of  Schweighauser  and  Cohen,  and  as  is  now  so  commonly 
done,  there  is  some  liability  of  effecting  an  unfavorable  change  in  the 
presentation  of  the  child,  and  of  inducing  hemorrhage  by  partial  sepa- 
ration of  the  placenta.  It  is  also  possible,  as  in  two  cases  lately 
related  by  Simpson,|  that  rupture  of  the  uterus,  from  excessive  over- 
distention,  may  thus  be  produced.  These  remarks,  however,  do  not 
legitimately  apply  to  the  subject  now  under  our  consideration.  The 
extent  of  separation  of  the  membranes,  of  dilatation  of  the  cervix  and 
of  additional  distention  of  the  uterus,  by  the  use  of  the  enclosing  sac 
we  have  proposed  can  be  kept  perfectly  under  control.  The  amount 
of  dilatation  and  its  exact  location  are  accurately  known  from  the 
size  and  position  of  the  sac,  and,  in  case  of  necessity,  by  a  mere 
turn  of  the  stopcock  we  can  at  once  effect  the  entire  escape  of  the 
fluid  and  colhipse  of  the  dilatatorium. 

'•The  method  we  have  now  discussed,  it  will  have  become  evident, 
is  applicable  not  merely  to  cases  requiring  the  induction  of  premature 
labor,  but  wherever  for  an}^  other  reason  it  is  desirable  to  have  free 
access  to  the  uterine  cavity,  as  for  the  removal  of  tumors,  etc.,  etc." 

Those  interested,  continued  Dr.  Storer,  in  the  pro- 
gressive development  of  the  new  idea,  would  do  well  to 

♦  I  inif^ht  refer  to  various  other  points,  of  practical  iinportaiico  in  this  connection,  but 
prefer  to  leave  them  in  the  hands  of  an  intelligent  and  talented  gentleman  of  the  j^rosont 
medical  class  ( 18G3),  Mr.  Greene,  of  Fitcliburg  (now,  1870,  i)ractising  in  Dorchester,  Mass.), 
who  fa  preparing  a  monograph  upon  the  subject.  (Dr.  Greene's  paper  ai)peared  in  the 
American  Journal  of  the  Medical  Sciences  for  January,  18C4,  and  portions  of  it  are  quoted 
in  the  .Journal  of  the  (lynajcolngical  .Society  for  May,  1870,  p.  287.) 

f  Edinburgh  Medical  Journal,  September,  1801,  p.  280. 
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compare  Dr.  Barnes'  earliest  papers  upon  the  subject, 
as  in  the  "  Edinburgh  Medical  Journal "  for  1862,  and 
the  ^^  Obstetrical  Transactions  "  for  the  same  year,  with 
his  remarks  in  the  admirable  work  he  has  lately  given 
to  the  profession."^  It  would  be  apparent  that  the  point 
made  by  Dr.  Storer  that  the  dilatation  to  be  safest  and 
most  effective  should  be  in  close  imitation  of  nature, 
and  therefore  "/rom  above  downward^''  was  correct,  and 
it  would  be  perceived  from  Dr.  Barnes'  very  cautious  ad- 
missions, whence  it  was  that  the  suggestion  so  admirably 
and  successfully  carried  out  by  him  and  now  so  gener- 
ally accepted  by  the  profession,  was  in  reality  derived. 

Dr.  Field  asked  if  there  was  much  risk  from  the  in- 
jection of  air  into  the  uterus  during  the  two  or  three 
weeks  preceding  the  close  of  gestation,  the  uterine 
sinuses  not  being  exposed  previous  to  the  detachment 
of  the  placenta. 

Dr.  Warner  thought  that  there  could  be  no  doubt  of 
the  fact.  A  portion  of  the  placenta  might  be  as  readily 
detached  by  the  injection  of  air  as  b}'^  that  of  water,  and 
then  the  exposure  referred  to  certainly  did  occur. 

Dr.  Storer,  referring  to  the  advantage  that  was  often 
gained  in  uterine  cases  of  a  strumous  character  by  the 
administration  of 

OOD-LIVER   OIL, 

exhibited  a  specimen  of  that  prepared  by  Capt.  I^a- 
thaniel  E.  Atwood,  of  Provincetown,  Mass.,  as  probably 
the  best  ever  put  upon  the  market  in  this  country.  Of 
its  purity  he  could  vouch  from  personal  inspection  of  its 
manufacture.  Much  has  been  said  concerning  the  ina- 
bility of  patients  to  take  cod-liver  oil,  but  in  most  in- 

*  Obstetric  Operations,  including  the  Treatment  of  Hemorrhage,  p.  312.  Amer.  Edition. 
D.  Appleton  A  Co.,  New  York,  1870. 
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stances  it  would  be  easily  tolerated  if  not  taken  upon 
an  empty  stomach.  Wherever  it  was  not  readily  di- 
gested the  difficulty  could  be  overcome,  as  has  lately 
been  shown,  by  combining  the  oil  with  a  small  quantity 
of  ether. 

Dr.  Field  stated  that  he  had  been  for  some  time  em- 
ploying Dr.  DobelFs  pancreatic  emulsion,  and  had  re- 
sorted to  many  expedients  for  destroying  its  ethereal 
odor  and  flavor.  He  was  afraid,  however,  from  what 
had  been  said  by  Dr.  Storer,  that  this  had  been  an  erro- 
neous procedure. 

Dr.  Weston  recurred  to  the  importance,  in  exhibiting 
cod-liver  oil,  of  its  following  or  accompanying  the  in- 
gestion of  food,  and  believed  that  many  of  the  objections 
that  had  been  made  to  the  agent  by  patients  and  physi- 
cians, had  been  in  consequence  of  the  employment  of  an 
inferior  or  adulterated  article. 

Dr.  Sullivan  mentioned  a  case,  reported  by  Dr.  Cham- 
bers in  his  work  on  '^  Indigestions,"  where  the  adminis- 
tration of  a  large  dose  of  pancreatic  emulsion  had  been 
followed  by  an  epileptic  fit. 

Dr.  Blake  thought  it  of  advantage  to  consider  the  oil 
as  taking  the  place  of  ordinary  fatty  articles  of  food, 
and  that  the  coincident  use  of  ether  might  be  of  much 
benefit. 

Dr.  Storer  read  extracts  from  a  letter  from  Dr.  Fisher, 
of  Sing  Sing,  N.  Y.,  to  the  efiect  that  his  view  of  the 

CAUSATION   OF   MONSTROSITIES   BY  DUPLICITY 

had  been  anticipated,  it  was  not  stated  by  whom,  ])ut 
Dr.  Storer  had  written  to  ascertain.  Dr.  Fisher  still 
held  to  the  theory  of  development  of  independent  cica- 
triculse,  propounded  by  Allen  Thompson  in  1844,  using 
the  following  language,  which  would  seem  to  render  the 


1870.]  Proceedings  of  the  Society,  167 

confusion  of  ideas  already  existing  worse  confounded : 
"  The  cicatriculae  were  either  completely  or  incompletely 
double,  call  them  fissured,  if  you  please.  I  use,"  contin- 
ues Dr.  Fisher,  "  the  word  ^  splitting '  of  the  cerebro-spi- 
nal  axis  in  every  place  where  I  speak  of  the  duplicity." 
The  Secretary  read  a  communication  from  Dr.  J.  H. 
Butler,  of  Baltimore,  Md.,  upon 


GASTROTO^VIY  FOR  THE  SAKE  OF  THE  MOTHER,  AXD 

NOT  OF  THE  CHH^D. 

[This  paper  was  published  in  the  Journal  of  the  Society  for  July,  1870.] 

Dr.  Storer  remarked  that  though  the  Society  was  in 
the  habit  of  declining  communications  of  a  strictly  ob- 
stetric character,  the  present  might  be  considered  to  a 
certain  extent  as  an  exception,  inasmuch  as  there  were 
questions  involved  of  general  gynaecological  interest. 
It  would  be  recollected  that  Dr.  Butler  had  previously 
put  upon  record  a  successful  case  of  gastrotomy."^  It 
is  possible  in  the  case  now  reported  that  the  result 
might  have  been  different,  had  the  operation  been  per- 
formed earlier.  It  was  Dr.  Butler's  opinion  that  his 
chances  might  have  been  increased  by  the  exhibition  of 
ergot  immediately  before  the  operation,  with  a  view  to 
insure  greater  uterine  contraction.  Dr.  Storer  thought 
this  somewhat  doubtful,  but  believed  that  in  these  cases 
it  was  of  importance  to  suture  the  uterus  by  wire.  There 
was  reason  to  believe  this  of  advantage,  not  merely  from 
its  preventing  the  escape  of  coagula  or  pus  into  the 
peritoneal  cavity,  but  from  the  greater  likelihood  of  the 
uterine  contraction  being  kept  persistent  by  the  irrita- 
tion of  the  wires. 

♦  Baltimore  Medical  Bulletin,  January,  1870. 


108  Proceedings  of  the  Society,  [Sept., 

Dr.  Ordway  spoke  of  his  method  of  treatment  of 

PISTULA   EST   AXO, 

which  he  had  communicated  to  the  Suffolk  District 
Medical  Society,  in  October  last.  He  thought  that  the 
popular  pi'cjudice  against  the  use  of  the  knife  should 
be  respected.  There  was  no  necessity  in  these  cases  for 
interfering  with  healthy  surrounding  tissues.  Dr.  Ord- 
way's  method  is  by  a  ligature  smeared  with  irritating 
ointments  and  gradually  tightened.  He  thinks  that  by 
gradual  division  in  this  manner  there  is  less  likelihood 
of  permanent  interference  with  the  integrity  of  the 
sphincter  ani  than  when  the  knife  is  used.  Where  sec- 
tion has  been  successfully  employed,  he  thinks  it  has 
usually  been  in  the  case  of  short  fistula3,  only  involving 
the  edge  of  the  sphincter,  and  that  where  recovery  has 
ensued  with  a  more  extensive  fistula,  the  patient  has 
had  an  unusually  good  constitution.  He  does  not  be- 
lieve that  patients  should  be  kept  in  the  house  while 
under  treatment,  but  that  they  should  go  constantly  into 
the  open  air,  —  a  point  of  a  good  deal  of  importance  to 
laboring  men  who  cannot  spare  the  time  to  be  laid  up  at 
home. 

The  following  is  the  detail  of  Dr.  Ordway's  treatment 
in  complete  fistula:  Alterative  injections  are  used  to 
soften  the  parts;  the  threads  of  varying  size,  soaked  in 
a  solution  of  carbonate  of  potass,  are  brought  through 
and  tied,  and  subsequently  tightened  by  toggling  or 
twisting. 

Di*.  Ordway  gave  the  details  of  cases  that  he  had 
thus  treated,  and  referred  to  others,  by  name,  where  the 
knife  had  been  unsuccessfully  used. 

Dr.  Blake  could  not  see  that  any  harm  could  follow 
from  division  of  the  sphincter  in  young  and  healthy  per- 
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sons.  He  had  seen  many  operations  of  the  kind,  both 
at  the  Massachusetts  General  Hospital,  where  he  was 
formerly  house  pupil,  and  at  the  City  Hospital,  to  which 
he  was  now  attached,  and  had  known  of  very  few  bad 
results,  and  these  in  the  old  and  debilitated,  or  persons 
with  constitutional  disease.  Ordinaiily  a  cure  would 
be  effected  in  from  two  to  three  weeks. 

Dr.  Sullivan  did  not  believe  that  there  usually  re- 
sulted any  more  harm  from  the  use  of  the  knife  than 
from  the  forcible  rupture  of  the  sphincter,  the  advan- 
tages and  innocuousness  of  which  were  so  familiar  to 
the  members  of  the  Society. 

Dr.  Ordway  again  called  attention  to  the  disinclina- 
tion of  patients  to  have  the  sphincter  ani,  of  all  muscles, 
permanently  ruined,  and  to  the  importance  of  allowing 
patients  to  keep  at  their  work.  He  claimed,  moreover, 
that  the  new  method  was  always  certain  of  its  result, 
while  division  by  section  was  not. 

Dr.  Sullivan  had  operated  a  dozen  times  or  so  by  the 
knife ;  in  some  of  the  instances,  when  the  inner  opening 
has  been  very  high  up.  The  ages  of  his  patients  had 
varied ;  in  one  case,  it  was  a  child  of  fourteen,  that  had 
received  a  kick  upon  the  perineum;  another  had  reached 
fifty-five,  and  still  another  was  over  sixty,  and  addicted, 
besides,  to  the  use  of  liquor.  They  had  all  recovered, 
and  with  perfect  control  over  the  sphincter.  The  old 
method  by  the  knife  possesses  the  advantage  of  celerity, 
and,  where  an  anaesthetic  is  given,  of  freedom  from  pain. 
If  the  fistula  is  multiple  and  attended  with  burrowing, 
the  knife  is  less  certain;  but  these  cases  he  had  consid- 
ered were  incurable  by  any  treatment.  They  might 
perhaps  be  benefited  by  the  injections  suggested  by 
Dr.  Ordway.  He  did  not  suppose  that  any  man  in  his 
senses  would  divide  the  sphincter  by  the  knife  in  phthis- 
ical or  syphilitic  patients. 
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Dr.  Ordway  Avoiild  add  that  in  cases  attended  by  in- 
duration, the  knile  did  not  remove  this  condition,  while 
it  increased  it  by  exposing  the  parts  to  irritation  by  con- 
tact with  the  faeces.  If  the  induration  were  wholly  ex- 
cised there  would  be  too  great  subsequent  contraction. 
IS^elaton  advised  against  operating  in  phthisical  cases, 
not  because  it  would  kill  the  patient,  but  because  the 
l^arts  would  not  heal.  He  had  himself,  however,  found 
no  difficulty  in  closing  fistulas  by  the  ligature  in  con- 
sumptive patients.  Induration  was  more  likely  to  be 
removed  by  slow  than  by  rapid  division. 

Dr.  Sullivan  thought  that  if  patients  were  sure  to  re- 
cover by  incision  where  fistulas  were  simple  and  soft, 
there  was  no  need  of  any  better  way. 

Dr.  Ordway  replied  that  they  were  not  sure  to  re- 
cover, and  that  the  access  of  faeces  would  irritate  the 
wound. 

Dr.  Sullivan  remarked  that  this  possibility  was  easily 
prevented  by  constipating  the  bowels  and  protecting  the 
wound  by  lint.  He  did  not  think  that  cases  ordinarily 
failed  to  heal  where  the  general  health  was  good. 

Dr.  Warner  referred  to  the  fact  that  the  treatment  of 
fistulas  by  ligatures  was  in  reality  an  old  method.  He 
had  thus  treated  patients  several  years  ago,  both  in 
Chicago  and  St.  Louis. 

Dr.  Storer  alluded  to  the  various  methods  of  applying 
the  ligature  that  had  been  proposed,  and  exhibited  dia- 
grams illustrative  of  their  use.  It  would  be  recollected 
that  this  matter  had  been  discussed  at  the  last  two  meet- 
ings of  the  Society.* 

Dr.  Both  thought  that  the  important  point  in  the 
treatment  of  fistula  was  not  to  prevent  irritation  from 
the  faeces,  but  to  destroy  the  pyogenic  membrane.     For 

•  Soo  this  Journal,  April,  1870,  p.  221,  and  July,  p.  19. 
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this  purpose  simple  seton-threads  were  as  useful  as 
tying,  and  in  some  cases  the  knife  was  essential. 

The  President,  Dr.  Lewis,  had  always  been  accus- 
tomed to  use  the  knife.  He  had  considered  it  the  better 
method,  and  now  saw  no  reason  to  change  his  opinion. 

Dr.  Field  had  been  much  interested  in  the  discussion. 
Anything  that  would  save  a  patient  from  the  knife  was 
of  importance,  as  in  the  case  of  Paget's  treatment  of 
carbuncle,  where  the  barbarism  of  the  crucial  incision 
was  avoided.  He  would  ask  if  it  was  not  also  true  of 
the  treatment  of 

FISSURE   OF   THE   ANUS. 

He  was  accustomed  to  consider  applications  and  in- 
jections of  tincture  of  rhatany  as  almost  a  specific  for 
the  affection. 

Dr.  Ordway  had  not  been  so  fortunate.  He  had,  how- 
ever, found  benefit  from  applications  of  carbonate  of 
potass,  and  subsequently  of  red  lead  ointment.  He 
thought  the  indolence  of  anal  fissures  in  healing  con- 
firmatory of  his  views  about  fistula. 

Dr.  Blake  was  frequently  meeting  anal  fissure,  and, 
while  he  formerly  found  its  treatment  tedious  and  unsat- 
isfactory, he  was  now  effecting  an  immediate  and  per- 
manent cure  by  rupture  of  the  sphincter  by  forcible 
distention  with  the  thumbs,  as  suggested  by  Dr.  Storer. 
He  referred  to  Bodenhamer's  objections  to  this  opera- 
tion, and  accounted  for  them  on  the  supposition  that  he 
had  had  no  practical  experience  of  its  performance.  Dr. 
Blake  mentioned  other  affections  of  the  rectum,  in  which 
he  and  his  friends  had  found  the  greatest  benefit  from 
the  procedure.  There  was  one  very  important  advan- 
tage that  it  gave,  —  the  irritable  sphincter  was  quieted 
and  the  parts  were  allowed  to  rest,  and  thus  to  heal. 
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Di'.  Storer  was  glad  to  learn  that  the  operation,  ■Nvhich 
had  been  so  decried  in  Boston,  was  at  last  being  adopted. 
The  credit  of  introducing  rupture  of  the  sphincter  into 
this  countr}^  belonged  not  to  himself,  but  to  Prof.  Yan 
Buren,  of  Xew  York.  It  was  first  practised  by  Re- 
camier.  So  far  as  Dr.  Storer  could  learn,  however,  both 
these  gentlemen  had  used  it  only  for  treatment  of  anal 
fissure,  while  he  had  extended  its  use  to  most  of  the 
other  affections  of  the  rectum.  He  had  very  lately 
learned  that  Dr.  Yan  Buren  was  now  also  using  it  for 
the  relief  of  hemorrhoids,  in  accordance  with  the  method 
described  by  himself  to  the  Suffolk  District  Medical 
Society  several  years  since. 

Dr.  Field  had  great  respect  for  tlie  treatment  by  rup- 
ture, and  intended  by  his  previous  remarks  only  to  con- 
demn the  use  of  the  knife. 

Dr.  Warner  thought  it  a  very  great  advance  to  be 
able  to  put  the  sphincter  ani  at  rest.  Cure  would  then 
be  effected,  no  matter  how  frequently  the  bowels  were 
moved.  During  the  two  years  that  he  had  been  with 
Dr.  Storer  he  had  certainly  seen  rupture  performed  in 
several  hundred  cases,  and  there  had  never  been  any 
subsequent  loss  of  retentive  power.  In  more  than  one 
instance  the  operation  had  been  subsequently  repeated 
in  the  same  patient  for  some  other  indication,  without 
any  evil  result. 

Dr.  Storer  alluded  to  the  importance  of  diseases  of 
the  rectum  in  their  relations  to  uterine  disease,  —  a 
2:>oint  to  which  he  had  previously  called  the  attention  of 
the  profession.^ 

The  Secretary  read  a  communication  from  Dr.  Henry 
A.  Martin,  of  Boston  Highlands,  upon 


•  American  Journal  of  Obstetrics,  etc.,  New  York,  May,   1868,  p.  6G;  August,  1868, 
p.  119;  Xovember,  1868,  p.  206;  and  February,  1862,  p.  362. 
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DEATHS  FROM  SULPHUKIC  ETHER;  ITS  RELATIVE  MOR- 
'  TALITY  PROBABLY  GREATER  THA:N^  THAT  FROM  CHLO- 
ROFORM. 

[Dr.  Martin's  paper  was  published  in  the  Journal  of  the  Society  for  July, 
1870.] 

Dr.  Warren  considered  the  point  made  by  Dr.  Mar- 
tin, that,  in  deciding  the  question,  attention  should  be 
given  to  the  mortaUty  of  ether  and  chloroform  relatively 
to  the  whole  number  of  cases  in  which  each  of  these 
drugs  has  been  administered,  a  very  important  one. 
The  usual  way  of  reckoning  was  unfair  and  fallacious. 
Dr.  Warren  referred  to  evidence  upon  the  danger  of 
sulphuric  ether,  that  had  been  brought  before  the  Society 
at  a  previous  meeting.* 

Dr.  Blake  had  shared  in  the  Boston  prejudice  against 
chloroform.  He  had,  however,  never  seen  it  used,  save 
in  one  or  two  cases  by  Dr.  Storer,  and  then  it  had  cer- 
tainly behaved  well. 

Dr.  Both  stated  that  the  more  distinguished  German 
surgeons,  as  Langenbeck  and  others,  had  at  first  em- 
ployed ether,  and  then,  on  account  of  its  unpleasant 
consequences,  had  given  it  up  for  chloroform,  Avhich  was 
now  almost  universally  used.  The  constitutional  effect 
of  ether  was  very  much  like  that  of  prolonged  intoxica- 
tion. Much  of  the  mortality  of  chloroform,  upon  which 
so  much  stress  has  been  laid,  has  been  owing  to  the  fact 
that  many  physicians,  otherwise  well  informed,  have 
been  perfectly  ignorant  of  the  different  physiological 
eflects  of  the  two  drugs,  ether  and  chloroform.  It  is  no 
uncommon  thing  for  dentists  to  use  chloroform  just  as 
they  would  ether,  with  but  little  regard  to  a  proper  ad- 

*  For  discussions  by  the  Society  upon  the  Safety  of  Chloroform  as  compared  with  Sul- 
phuric Ether,  seo  this  Journal,  February,  1870,  p.  67;  April,  p.  200;  and  July,  p.  26. 
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mixture  of  air.     As  well  might  objections  be  made  to 
the  surgeon's  knife,  if  it  was  improperly  used. 

Dr.  Storer  referred  to  the  dilferent  effect  of  the  two 
drugs  upon  the  cerebrum,  —  the  one  producing  anae- 
mia, and  the  other  hyperaemia,  of  the  brain,  as  shown  by 
direct  observation  in  cases  where  a  portion  of  that  organ 
was  exposed.  In  a  late  case,  occurring  in  his  own 
family,  where  one  of  his  sons  had  fractured  his  skull, 
he  had  not  hesitated  to  put  the  boy  several  days  after- 
wards, when  he  had  recovered  his  consciousness,  under 
chloroform  for  an  hour  and  a  half,  while  Dr.  Cheever 
was  exploring  for  any  concealed  injury.  In  this  case, 
the  surgeon's  opinion  was  that  chloroform  had  behaved 
better  than  ether  would  probably  have  done.  The  tabu- 
lation of  deaths  from  chloroform  had  been  made  with 
extreme  unfairness.*  The  mortality  always  existing, 
and  that  had  been  present  long  before  anaesthetics  were 
thought  of,  from  shock,  etc.,  was  now  attributed  to 
chloroform. 

Dr.  IS^orris  had  seen  somewhat  of  the  Scotch  side  of 
the  controversy  in  his  late  visit  to  Edinburgh.  In  a  large 
surgical  experience,  during  the  war,  he  had  known  but 
two  cases  of  death  while  chloroform  was  being  adminis- 
tered. In  one  of  these  instances  a  mixture  had  been 
used,  —  two  parts  of  ether  to  one  of  chloroform.  lie 
would  ask  Dr.  Storer  his  experience  in  this  respect. 

Dr.  S.  replied  that  he  considered  a  mixture  of  the  two 
agents,  no  matter  in  what  proportions,  more  dangerous 
than  either  of  them  alone,  in  consequence  of  the  differ- 
ent specific  gravity  of  the  vapors  and  the  consequent 
impossibility  of  judging  as  to  the  amount  and  strength  of 
what  was  inhaled.  Much  of  the  mortality  from  anaes- 
thesia was  due  to  the  neglect  of  very  simple  precautions 

♦  Seo  this  Journal,  April,  1870,  p.  254. 
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which  the  profession  would  yet  learn  to  properly  appre- 
ciate. 

The  Secretary  presented  from  Dr.  0.  C.  Cox,  of 
"Washington,  D.  C,  Chairman  of  the  Committee  upon 
If  ecrology  of  the  American  Medical  Association,  a  me- 
morial requesting  the  assistance  of  the  Society  in  pre- 
paring worthy  notices  of  any  eminent  physicians  of  this 
State  who  may  have  deceased  during  the  past  year. 

Upon  motion,  the  President  appointed  Dr.  Sullivan  as 
a  Committee  on  behalf  of  the  Society  to  furnish  Dr.  Cox 
the  aid  desired. 

A  communication  was  read  from  Dr.  Wm.  B.  Atkin- 
son, of  Philadelphia,  Permanent  Secretary  of  the  Ameri- 
can Medical  Association,  announcing  the  time  and  place 
of  the  annual  meeting  of  that  body. 

Adjourned. 


ABDOMINO- VAGINAL  IMPALEMENT. 

By  W.  M.  James,  Whitesboro',  N.  Y. 
[  Communicated  to  the  Society,  and  read  April  19,  1870.] 

Mrs.  Kate  Tobin,  aged  twenty-seven,  Irish,  is  the 
mother  of  three  children,  the  youngest  of  which  is  about 
eighteen  months  old.  Upon  Feb.  4,  1870,  at  about  five 
o'clock  p.  M.,  Mrs.  T.,  with  pail  in  hand,  went  to  the 
barn,  twelve  to  fifteen  rods  distant,  to  milk.  When  she 
had  finished  milking,  she  clambered  upon  the  mow  in 
search  of  hens'  eggs.  At  the  point  from  which  she  ex- 
pected to  leap  from  the  hay  a  three-tined  pitchfork  was 
standing,  the  top  of  the  handle  being  about  the  same 
height  as  the  hay.  The  tines  were  firmly  thrust  in  some 
straw  or  hay  on  the  floor,  which  prevented  it  from  slip- 
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ping.  As  she  slid  from  the  hay  the  handle  entered  the 
vagina,  and  perforated  it  a  little  to  the  right  of  the  me- 
dian line,  between  the  cervix  nteri  and  the  rectnm.  It 
passed  along  a  little  obliquely  till  it  struck  the  ninth  or 
tenth  rib,  near  the  spinal  column  upon  the  left  side  of 
the  body.  The  handle,  suddenly  arrested  by  the  rib, 
held  her  firmly,  so  that  she  was  carried  directly  over  at 
a  right  angle  from  the  mow,  suspended  upon  the  end  of 
the  handle.  After  repeated  efforts  the  woman  succeeded 
in  removing  the  fork,  and  started  for  the  house.  When 
she  had  gone  about  two  rods,  from  the  shock  and  loss 
of  blood,  she  fell  upon  the  snow.  After  a  short  time  she 
rallied,  and  by  holding  upon  the  fence  managed  to  get 
into  the  house  alone,  and  threw  herself  upon  the  bed, 
where  she  lay  when  her  husband  found  her  in  about 
three-quarters  of  an  hour.  Shortly  after,  a  physician 
being  summoned  pronounced  the  case  fatal,  and  left 
small  anod}Tie  powders  to  be  given  occasionally. 

I  was  called  to  take  charge  of  the  case  about  nine- 
teen hours  after  the  injury.  I  found  her  lying  upon  the 
back,  with  the  left  limb  semiflexed.  She  complained  of 
great  pain  and  tenderness  over  the  left  inguinal  and 
iliac  regions,  extending  ,up  as  high  as  the  ninth  I'ib. 
The  severest  pain  and  greatest  tenderness  upon  pressure 
were  opposite  the  ninth  or  tenth  rib,  about  half  an  inch 
from  the  spinal  column,  where  the  end  of  the  handle 
was  arrested.  Her  tongue  was  covered  with  a  whitish 
fur.  She  vomited  in  the  night,  and  continued  so  doing 
at  short  intervals  up  to  this  time.  Urine  has  been  voided 
since  the  injury  without  much  difficulty.  Pulse  one 
hundred  and  twenty.  Skin  hot.  Intense  thirst.  Coun- 
tenance expressive  of  great  anxiety  and  suffering. 

A  vaginal  examination  revealed  an  opening  behind 
and  to  the  right  of  the  cervix  uteri,  which  freely  admitted 
the  index  finger.    There  has  been  considerable  discharge 
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of  blood,  which  still  continues,  but  gradually  becoming 
less  copious.  The  discharge  is  somewhat  ietid.  Or- 
dered morphine  in  doses  sufficient  to  arrest  the  pain. 
Compresses  wet  in  a  solution  of  morphine  and  acetate 
of  lead  were  applied  over  the  region  of  tenderness. 
The  upper  part  of  her  body  was  elevated  so  that  the 
fluid  might  escape  freely.  A  solution  of  Labarraque's 
chlorinated  soda,  §  ss.  to  water  Oi.,  was  used  with  a  syr- 
inge gently,  twice  daily,  to  cleanse  the  vagina  of  offensive 
discharges.     A  mild  fluid  diet  was  prescribed. 

In  the  evening  she  was  more  comfortable. 

6th.  —  Pulse  one  hundred.  Skin  moist.  Tongue  cov- 
ered with  a  brownish  far.  Not  so  much  thirst.  Vom- 
iting less  frequent.  Before  my  arrival  she  walked  out 
of  the  bedroom,  with  her  husband's  assistance,  to  have 
the  bed  made.  Ate  a  small  cracker,  a  little  oyster  broth, 
and  drank  some  tea  since  last  evening.  Treatment  the 
same. 

7th.  —  Pulse  one  hundred.  The  patient  is  more 
comfortable  than  at  any  time  since  the  injury. 

8th.  —  Pulse  eighty-six.  The  patient  complains  much 
of  pain  in  the  left  knee  and  thigh.  She  had  a  comfort- 
able night.  She  has  some  appetite  for  food.  The  vom- 
iting has  ceased.  The  discharge  in  quantity  is  still 
about  the  same  as  at  ordinary  menstruation. 

9th.  —  The  patient  is  not  so  well.  She  had  a  very 
restless  night.  Pulse  ninety-six.  The  limb  is  very 
painful.  There  is  more  pain  in  the  back  and  bowels. 
She  is  very  thirsty.  Ordered  the  upper  part  of  the  body 
to  be  elevated  still  more  to  favor  the  escape  of  the  fluid. 
In  the  evening  she  was  easier.  Pulse  still  over  ninety. 
Hops  and  wormwood  were  steeped  and  applied  exter- 
nall3\ 

10th.  —  Pulse  ninety.     The  patient  rested  better  last 
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night.  Tongue  slightly  furred.  There  was  much  pain 
in  the  back  and  limbs.     She  was  quite  thirsty. 

11th.  —  No  particular  change. 

12th.  —  She  was  about  the  same.  Having  made 
several  ineffectual  efforts  to  evacuate  the  bowels  in  the 
afternoon,  an  enema  was  given  in  the  evening  of  warm 
soap-suds,  which  produced  a  copious  fascal  discharge. 
The  vaginal  discharge  has  ceased. 

loth.  —  Pulse  one  hundred.  Her  appetite  was  im- 
proved. Night  comfortable.  The  patient  experienced 
severe  pain  in  the  back,  of  a  throbbing  character.  Op- 
posite the  ninth  and  tenth  ribs,  near  the  spine,  there 
was  a  swelling,  which  was  very  tender  upon  pressure. 
There  was  indistinct  fluctuation. 

14th.  —  Pulse  one  hundred  and  four.  The  patient 
rested  well.  No  great  change.  Lotion  of  sulph.  ether 
and  spts.  camph.  was  applied  externally  in  place  of  the 
wormwood.     Quinine  was  added  to  the  morphine. 

15th.  —  Pulse  one  hundred  and  four.  There  was 
severe  pain  in  the  back.  By  use  of  an  enema  the  bow- 
els moved  again  this  evening. 

16th.  —  Pulse  one  hundred  and  four.  Tongue  dry. 
Very  thirsty.  She  had  no  sleep  all  night.  There  was 
great  tenderness  over  the  entire  abdomen,  but  the  ten- 
derness was  greatest  on  the  left  side.  The  swelling  in 
the  back  was  larger,  and  fluctuation  was  distinct.  Chlo- 
roform was  administered,  and  the  abscess  opened  oppo- 
site the  tenth  rib  about  half  an  inch  from  the  spinal 
column.  It  discharged  over  a  pint  of  thin,  dark,  ex- 
tremely fetid  fluid,  containing  several  small  clots  of  par- 
tially decomposed  blood  and  shreds  of  cellular  tissue 
several  inches  long.  In  the  evening  was  quite  comfort- 
able. Pulse  eighty.  The  discharge  Wiio  quite  copious 
all  day.  A  poultice  of  flaxseed  was  applied  over  tho 
abscess. 
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17th.  —  Pulse  eighty-two.  The  patient  rested  well 
last  night.     The  discharge  was  very  free. 

18th.  —  Pulse  seventy-two.  The  patient  was  better. 
The  discharge  was  less  copious.  Her  appetite  improved. 
A  solution  of  carbolic  acid  was  added  to  the  poultice, 
as  the  discharge  was  extremely  fetid. 

19th.  —  Pulse  sixty-eight.  The  thirst  less  and  the 
tongue  cleaning  off.  The  discharge  was  less  offensive, 
and  assumes  the  character  of  healthy  pus. 

March  9th.  —  Since  the  last  note  the  patient  was  sel- 
dom visited.  The  opening  to  the  abscess  closing  up,  the 
pus  was  retained,  and  produced  general  disturbance. 
Chloroform  was  administered  and  the  abscess  reopened, 
and  discharged  freely. 

20th.  —  Since  the  last  date  the  patient  has  constantly 
improved.  The  discharge  was  less  copious,  and  thicker. 
She  began  to  menstruate  yesterday,  nothing  unusual 
attending  it.  Her  previous  menstruation  was  on  the 
12th  of  January.  She  sits  up  several  hours  daily.  She 
has  gained  in  flesh  considerably  of  late. 

25th.  —  There  has  been  constant  improvement.  The 
patient  is  up  all  day,  and  does  a  part  of  her  housework. 
The  discharge  is  still  less,  probably  §  ii.  in  the  twenty- 
four  hours.  She  rode  about  a  mile  out  and  back  to-day 
without  any  unpleasant  effects. 

Indications  point  to  recovery,  which  at  no  distant  day 
will  probably  be  complete.  The  fork  handle  was  a  little 
longer  and  larger  than  usual,  smooth,  and  rounded  at  the 
extremity.  It  must  have  penetrated  the  body  from  fifteen 
to  eighteen  inches.  Mrs.  T.'s  weight  was  one  hundred 
and  eighty  pounds,  hence  the  injury  was  greater  on  that 
account.  The  vaginal  perforation  seemed  to  be  com- 
pletely closed  on  the  twelfth  day. 

April  3d.  —  There  has  been  gradual  improvement  in 
her  condition  since  the  previous  date.  She  is  up  all  day, 
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and  does  most  of  her  work.  The  discharge  from  the 
back  still  continues  about  5  ii.  in  quantity  daily. 

9th.  — The  opening  had  closed  up  so  that  the  discharge 
did  not  escape  as  freely  as  it  should.  She  took  chloro- 
form, and  the  opening  was  enlarged  nearly  an  inch  ver- 
tically, and  the  same  horizontally,  giving  vent  to  several 
ounces  of  pus.  After  syringing  the  cavity  freely  with 
warm  water  and  a  solution  of  carbolic  acid,  the  opening 
was  filled  with  a  tent  to  prevent  its  closing. 

23d.  —  Smce  last  note  the  dressing  of  the  wound  has 
been  the  same  daily  as  at  that  time,  and  the  discharge 
has  nearly  ceased.  Her  general  condition  has  been  con- 
stantly improvmg,  corresponding  to  the  local  improve- 
ment. 

May  2d. —  The  discharge  from  the  back  has  ceased, 
and  the  skin  is  entirely  healed.  She  feels  much  pleased 
at  the  result. 

20th.  —  There  has  been  no  further  trouble  since  last 
date.  One  week  from  that  time  she  did  her  own  wash- 
ing for  five  in  the  family  and  all  her  house-work  entirely 
alone. 

She  has  gained  steadily  in  flesh,  but  is  not  yet  quite 
up  to  her  old  standard.  The  left  limb  has  been  more  or 
less  painful  and  lame  from  the  first,  and  is  slightly  so  at 
present.  She  is  able  to  walk  without  limping,  and  to 
stand  perfectly  erect  on  both  feet.  Menstruation  has 
returned  three  times,  a  little  more  painful  and  less  co- 
pious than  before. 

It  is  about  three  weeks  since  all  discharge  ceased, 
and  there  are  no  indications  but  that  we  have  a  perma- 
nent recovery. 
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Br  Alfred  C.  Garratt,  Boston. 
[Communicated  to  the  Society,  and  read  April  19,  1870.] 

Miss  D ,  aged  nineteen,  but  appearing  younger,  a 

plump,  medium-sized  girl,  with  delicate  features,  blonde 
hair  and  blue  eyes,  a  pale,  pretty,  lady-like  face,  puffy 
hands,  and  swollen  ankles,  came  to  my  office,  with  her 
mother,  for  the  purpose  of  receiving  some  electrical 
treatment  for  what  was  supposed  to  be  a  general  state 
of  atony,  poor  blood,  and  a  long-standing  amenorrhoea. 
She  had  always  been  a  well  girl,  with  this  exception, 
for  which  she  had  for  a  long  time  been  under  the 
care  of  a  homoeopathic  physician.  She  was  the  only 
daughter  of  healthy,  wealthy,  and  refined  parents.  Her 
feet  and  hands  were  cold;  complained  of  no  pain,  but 
of  a  general  state  of  depression  and  lassitude.  Indeed, 
she  declared  that  she  felt  better  than  she  appeared  to 
others  to  be,  but  knew  that  she  ought  to  be  unwell 
at  regular  periods,  as  other  young  women  are.  She 
strongly  contended  that  she  had  no  sort  of  vaginal  dis- 
charge, or  other  uterine  derangement,  excepting  the 
want  of  her  regular  periods.  Her  appetite  was  mod- 
erate, bowels  tardy,  and  she  slept  prodigiously.  The 
pulse  was  about  sixty-six. 

At  first  electro-magnetism  of  good  strength  was 
applied  to  her  generally  through  fine  sponge  elec- 
trodes, gliding  theui  from  place  to  place  over  the  back, 
abdomen,  and  limbs  for  fifteen  minutes  every  other  day 
(according  to  method  thirteen,  as  laid  down  in  my 
works),  so  as  to  be  to  the  nervous  system  a  radical 
tonic.  At  the  same  time  she  was  ordered  bark  and  iron, 
and  out-door  exercise  in  place  of  music,  —  all  of  which 
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was  actively  carried  out  for  one  month.  At  the  end 
of  this  time,  middle  of  March,  there  was  marked  im- 
provement in  the  color  of  her  face,  and  in  the  general 
health  and  strength,  but  there  was  no  appearance  of 
the  menstrual  flux.  She  and  her  mother  assured  me 
from  time  to  time  that  she  had  since  fifteen  years  of  age 
occasionally  a  ^^  little  show,"  although  by  no  means  regu- 
larly so.  Going  on  the  second  month  I  requested  a  digi- 
tal examination,  which  was  declined;  aud  she  was  at 
once  informed  that  she  would  be  icferred  to  another 
medical  gentleman,  who  would  make  the  necessary  in- 
vestigation warranted  under  the  circumstances,  as  I 
could  go  no  farther  in  the  dark.  When  they  came  again 
she  voluntarily  consented. 

March  20th.  —  Was  ordered  a  bitter  infusion  of  cham- 
omile, columbo,  and  gentian,  a  rare-meat  diet,  with  ale, 
horseback  exercise,  and  the  usual  sittings  for  electricity 
three  times  a  week,  to  be  followed  at  the  close  of  each 
seance  with  twenty  or  thirty  sliochs  of  galvanism  through 
the  pelvis  (produced  by  striking  the  key  of  the  key- 
board, thus  leading  on  the  combined  i)owers  from  sev- 
enty or  eighty  Daniell's  elements) .  The  digital  inves- 
tigation revealed,  as  I  thought  at  the  time,  an  imper7 
forate  hymen.  By  further  exploration  with  a  female 
catheter  and  probe,  no  aperture  could  be  found  except 
the  urethra,  the  mouth  of  which  was  dilated  so  as  to 
admit  the  tip  of  the  little  finger.  There  was  no  tense 
hymen,  as  there  would  be  if  the  menstrual  fluid  was  pent 
up,  nor  was  the  abdomen  enlarged,  nor  was  she  any- 
where tender  to  the  touch.  There  were  well-developed 
labia  pudendi,  and  considerable,  though  excessively 
fine,  hair  upon  the  pubes.  I  found  only  a  superficial 
cul-de-sac  at  about  the  region  of  the  vaginal  constrictor 
muscle. 

April  2d.  —  With  a  note  of  introduction  the  patient 
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was  sent, without  hinting  to  him  this  part  of  her  troubles, 
to  Dr.  Horatio  E.  Storer,  as  a  surgeon  of  great  ex- 
perience in  the  diseases  of  women,  who  would  confirm  or 
correct  my  opinion,  and  take  better  care  of  the  case  than 
I  could.  He  kindly  examined  and  prescribed  for  the 
young  lady,  but  without  digital  examination,  because 
there  was  no  enlargement  of  the  abdomen,  and  because 
of  her  appearance  and  story  of  improvement  the  past 
month.  He  advised  her  to  take  strychnia,  quinine  and 
iron,  and  horseback  exercise,  and  then  referred  her  back 
to  me  to  push  the  electrization  according  to  my  own 
discretion.  This  was  continued  in  good  faith  for  some 
three  weeks  more,  when  she  saw  Dr.  Storer  again,  and 
he  made  examination  of  the  private  parts.  The  obstruc- 
tion was  discovered,  and  he  announced  such  facts  as 
confirmed  my  diagnosis  of  atresia. 

April  19th,  at  three  o'clock  p.  m.,  I  was  invited  to 
meet  Drs.  Storer  and  Warner,  at  the  home  of  the 
young  lad}^,  in  Rutland  Square,  when  she  was  etherized, 
and  the  bladder  emptied,  preparatory  for  more  thorough 
exploration  and  operation,  if  found  advisable.  Dr. 
Storer  soon  satisfied  himself  that  there  were  no  obstructed 
menstrua,  nor  was  there  even  anv  va«:ina  or  uteHis  to 
be  discovered.  He  then  raptured  the  sphincter  ani 
muscle  (which  I  was  surprised  to  see  done  so  readily, 
with  so  little  force,  no  appearance  of  blood,  and  no  sub- 
sequent tumefaction),  so  that  now  two  fingers  together 
could  easily  be  passed  up  the  rectum,  and  nearly  two 
iilches  further  up  than  one  could  be  passed  before. 
With  the  catheter  still  in  the  bladder  the  intra-pelvic 
viscera  could  be  freely  explored  as  high  as  to  the  prom- 
ontory of  the  sacrum.  Still  no  womb  could  be  made  out, 
only  a  tense  transverse  band  could  be  reached,  which 
seemed  to  be  a  malformation  of  the  broad  ligaments.  A 
very  small  rudimentary  pocket  was  found,  that  might 
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hold  a  pea,  close  back  of  the  urethra,  which  Drs.  S.  and 
W.  dilated  and  made  somewhat  deeper  by  means  of 
finger  and  instrument,  but  no  deep  cutting  seemed  to 
be  called  for.  The  bosom  was  now  examined,  anil^ found 
with  good  nipples,  but  almost  as  flat  as  in  the  male  of 
the  same  proportions.  One  advantage  at  least  was 
gained  by  the  investigation;  we  learned  the  uselessness 
of  forcing  measures  for  bringing  on  her  menses. 


HEMORRHAGE  FROM  ABORTION  TREATED  BY  PERSUL- 
PHATE OF  IRON  TO  THE  INTERIOR  OF  THE  UTERUS. 

Bt  F.  M.  Robertson,  Charleston,  S.  C;  Professor  of  Obstetrics  a.<i)  the  Dis- 
eases OF  Women,  in  the  Medical  College  of  the  State  of  South  Carolina. 

[Communicated  to  the  Society,  and  read  June  T,  1870.] 

Mrs.  O ,  the  subject  of  this  case,  was  aged  thir- 
ty-four years;  had  been  married  fifteen  years;  of  small 
stature,  and  delicate  in  personal  appearance.  She  had 
borne  nine  children,  at  the  full  term  of  gestation;  one 
dead  foetus,  at  eight  months,  —  encysted  in  its  own  mem- 
branes, followed  by  alarming  hemorrhage,  —  and  three 
abortions,  making  in  all  thirteen  conceptions. 

As  the  circumstances  attending  the  dead  foetus  at 
eight  months  are  not  devoid  of  interest,  I  will  briefly 
allude  to  them.  In  1867  she  supposed  herself  to  be  at 
about  the  sixth  month  of  pregnancy,  when  she  dis- 
covered, without  any  assignable  cause,  that  the  motions 
of  the  foetus,  which  had  previously  been  active,  had 
ceased,  the  usual  sickness  of  stomach  disappeared,  and 
the  abdomen  not  only  did  not  continue  to  increase,  but, 
from  the  gravitation  of  the  uterus,  appeared  to  Ije  smaller. 
In  fiict,  all  the  evidences  of  normal  gestation  had  en- 
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tirely  ceased.  About  two  months  after  the  date  of  the 
above  symptoms,  she  was  taken  in  labor,  which  pro- 
gressed normally,  and  she  was  delivered  of  a  dead  foetus, 
which  appeared  to  have  arrived  at  the  sixth  month  of 
intra-uterine  life.  It  was  not  decomposed,  as  it  had 
been  encysted  in  its  own  membranes,  which  were  thick- 
ened and  tough,  requiring  to  be  ruptured  by  the  probe 
during  parturition.  The  child  presented  a  purplish  or 
leaden  hue,  and  the  usual  macerated  appearance  under 
such  circumstances.  The  placenta  was  spontaneously 
detached  as  soon  as  the  uterus  contracted,  which  was  in 
about  fifteen  or  twenty  minutes.  A  minute  examina- 
tion of  the  placenta  was  not  made.  It  was  evidently 
much  thickened  and  tougher  than  usual.  The  uterine 
action  did  not  return  regularly,  and  profuse  hemor- 
rhage set  in,  which  was  arrested  with  great  difficulty. 
The  patient  made  a  slow  recovery.  No  cause  could  be 
assigned  for  the  death  of  the  foetus;  no  traces  of  con- 
cealed, or  what  is  usually  called  "accidental  hemor- 
rhage," could  be  found  on  the  placenta.  How  far  the 
condition  of  the  uterus,  arising  from  repeated  impreg- 
nations at  short  intervals,  may  have  contributed  to  bring 
about  the  extinction  of  foetal  life,  is  but  conjecture. 
After  her  recovery,  she  became  pregnant  again,  and 
carried  the  child  to  the  full  term;  had  a  favorable  labor, 
and  recovered  rapidly. 

This  lady  became  pregnant  again  some  time  in  the 
month  of  December,  1869.  The  gestation  progressed 
normally  until  the  sixth  of  April,  1870.  She  believed 
herself  over  four  months  and  a  half  pregnant,  though 
she  had  not  felt  the  foetal  movements.  On  the  evening 
of  the  sixth  she  observed  a  slight  show,  but  without 
pain.  This  slight  show  continued  the  next  morning, 
but  not  in  sufficient  quantity  to  create  alarm.  In  the 
course  of  the  morning  a  message  was  left  at  my  office, 
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requesting  me  to  call  and  see  her  in  the  course  of  the 
day.  It  was  some  time  after  twelve  o'clock  before  I 
returned  to  my  office,  and,  upon  receipt  of  the  message, 
I  drove  immediately  to  her  residence.  Upon  entering 
the  room,  I  found  her  in  a  fainting  condition,  with  copi- 
ous hemorrhage.  The  nurse,  who  was  fortunately  Avith 
her,  informed  me  that  the  discharge  had  become  sud- 
denly profuse,  upon  which  she  had  administered  some 
whiskey  and  water.  She  was  not  suffering  from  pain 
when  I  first  saw  her,  but  upon  introducing  the  finger 
into  the  vagina,  I  discovered  that  she  was  flowing 
freely.  I,  at  once  proceeded  to  make  a  thorough  exam- 
ination, and  found  the  amniotic  sac  protruded  into  the 
vagina,  filled  Avith  fluid.  The  foetus  and  a  large  coag- 
ulum  were  caught  in  the  os,  and  blood  was  still  flowing 
copiously.  I  removed  everything  that  was  within  reach, 
hoping  that  the  uterus  would  then  contract  sufficiently 
to  arrest  the  hemorrhage  and  expel  the  placenta. 
There  was  extreme  sickness  of  the  stomach;  pulse 
scarcely  perceptible  at  the  wrist;  at  times  she  was  un- 
conscious or  incoherent;  dimness  of  vision  and  pinched 
countenance ;  in  fact,  all  the  symptoms  of  i-apidly  sink- 
ing from  hemorrhage  Avere  present.  Stimulants  Avere 
continued,  and  mustard  applied  to  the  epigastrium. 
While  I  sent  for  tinct.  ergot  and  persulphate  of  iron,  I 
determined  to  attempt  the  removal  of  the  placenta  by 
manual  interference.  By  caiTying  my  left  hand  into 
the  A^agina,  Avhile  the  uterus  was  pressed  doAvn  Avith  the 
right  hand  over  the  supra-pubic  region,  T  finally  suc- 
ceeded, with  the  index  and  middle  fingers,  in  detaching 
and  I'cmoving  the  entire  placenta.  In  the  mean  time, 
the  tinct.  of  ergot  and  iron  had  arrived.  Two  tea- 
spoonfuls  of  the  tinct.  of  ergot  in  Avhiskey  and  water 
were  given,  and  repeated  in  fifteen  minutes.  The  sick- 
ness of  stomach  continued,  and,  finally,  the  AA^hole  of 
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the  ergot  and  whiskey  were  rejected,  no  part  of  which 
seemed  to  have  been  absorbed.  The  ergot  and  stimu- 
lants were  continued.  Ice  and  compression  over  the 
supra-pubic  region  were  used,  and  a  lump  of  ice  carried 
into  the  vagina,  and  held  within  the  os.  These  means 
produced  but  slight  uterine  action.  The  ergot  and 
stimulants  were  again  rejected,  and  the  uterus  became 
relaxed;  and  the  hemorrhage  continued  so  freely  that 
all  the  symptoms  of  immediate  exhaustion  returned. 
Under  this  unfavorable  condition  of  my  patient,  in 
which  speedy  death  appeared  to  be  inevitable  unless 
the  further  flow  of  blood  could  be  arrested,  I  resolved 
upon  the  use  of  the  liquor  ferri  persulphat.  applied  di- 
rectly to  the  bleeding  vessels  within  the  cavity  of  the 
uterus.  I  desisted  from  the  use  of  the  ergot  and  stim- 
ulants by  the  mouth,  as  I  was  satisfied  they  would  only 
oppress  the  stomach  without  being  absorbed.  For  the 
application  of  the  persulphate  of  iron,  I  used  an  ordinary 
whalebone  probang,  armed  with  a  sponge  on  the  ex- 
tremity. One  part  of  the  liquor  ferri  persulphat.  to  two 
parts  of  water  was  used.  The  sponge  was  well  satu- 
rated with  the  solution.  Two  fingers  of  the  left  hand 
were  carried  up  to  the  os  and  slightly  separated;  the 
sponge  was  introduced  partly  between  and  along  their 
palmar  surfaces,  carried  into  the  uterus,  and  brought 
freely  in  contact  with  its  internal  surface.  The  flow 
was  at  once  partially  diminished,  and  the  uterus  com- 
menced to  contract  feebly.  The  flow  not  entirely 
ceasing,  the  sponge  was  again  saturated  with  the  solu- 
tion and  reintroduced  into  the  uterus.  After  the 
second  application,  the  flow  ceased  and  sharp  uterine 
contractions  came  on.  From  the  cessation  of  the  hem- 
orrhage, the  patient  commenced  to  recover  slowly,  and 
I  was  enabled  to  leave  the  case  in  the  course  of  three 
hours  from  the  time  the  sponge  had  been  introduced. 
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As  soon  as  the  stomach  could  bear  it,  a  little  well- 
boiled  gruel  was  administered,  which  was  retained. 
The  patient  was  placed  upon  animal  broth  the  next  day, 
and  recovered  without  a  single  unpleasant  symptom. 
The  after  discharge  was  slight  and  colored  by  the  per- 
sulphate of  iron. 

Although  abortion  may  be  considered  by  many  as  a 
trivial  matter,  yet  we  are  sometimes  called  to  take 
charge  of  cases  accompanied  with,  and  followed  by,  the 
most  frightful  hemorrhage.  EolDcrt  Barnes,  of  Lon- 
don, in  his  recent  work  on  Obstetrical  Operations,  in 
which  the  whole  subject  of  uterine  hemorrhage  is  ably 
handled,  makes  the  following  judicious  remarks:  "  Wo- 
men are  apt  to  think  lightly  of  miscarriage;  and  many 
medical  practitioners  who  have  not  seen  more  severe  cases 
countenance  this  error.  They  can  scarcely  be  per- 
suaded that  abortion  may  cause  death.  It  is  a  common 
belief  that  the  hemorrhage,  however  profuse,  will  stop 
in  time,  and  that  the  patient  is  sure  to  rally ;  but  this  is 
not  the  experience  of  those  who  are  largely  consulted 
in  difficult  cases.  I  have  known  not  a  few  deaths  from 
primary  hemorrhage  and  shock,  not  a  few  from  septi- 
caemia, some  from  inflammation;  and  have  seen  many 
women,  who  have,  indeed,  escaped  with  their  lives,  but 
only  to  suffer  for  years  afterwards  from  anaemia,  and 
other  disastrous  consequences."  Even  in  post-partum 
hemorrhage,  Barnes  advises  the  injection  of  styptics 
into  the  uterine  cavity.  He  prefers  the  perchloride  of 
iron.  There  may  not  be  much  difference  between  the 
two  articles,  but  I  have  always  used  the  persulphate. 
I  shall  close  these  remarks  by  quoting  his  manner  of 
using  the  perchloride  in  abortion.  "  When  the  cervix 
has  been  well  dilated,  and  the  uterus  been  emptied  of 
its  contents,  there  is  rarely  any  more  hemorrhage;  the 
patient  is  then,  generally,  safe.     But  should  there  be 
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any  return,  I  strongly  urge  the  application  of  the  per- 
chloride  of  iron  to  the  inner  surface  of  the  uterus.  This 
acts  as  an  immediate  styptic,  and  may  be  relied  upon  to 
check  any  further  bleeding.  The  mode  I  prefer  in  this 
case,  when  the  cervix  is  widely  open,  is  to  soak  a  piece 
of  sjDonge,  fixed  on  a  whalebone  stem,  in  a  mixture  of 
one  part  of  strong  liquor  ferri  perchloridi,  of  the  British 
Pharmacopoeia,  with  three  of  water,  and  to  pass  this 
into  the  cavity  of  the  uterus  as  a  swab." 


EDITOEIAL  NOTES. 

The  jouristals,  without  exceptioit,  are  accepting 
in  a  kindly,  cordial  spirit  the  suggestions  contained  in 
Dr.  Davis'  admirable  address  to  the  Association  of 
American  Medical  Editoi's.  His  praise,  when  given,  is 
felt  by  all  to  be  deserved;  his  criticisms,  though  few, 
are  confessed  to  be  well  founded,  and  it  is  the  business 
of  members  of  the  Association  to  take  them  to  heart. 

Personally,  we  hope  to  see  a  more  active  interest 
taken  by  our  contemporaries  in  the  great  medical  ques- 
tions of  the  hour.  We  have  already  presented  in  these 
columns  brief  extracts  from  Dr.  Davis'  reasonings  upon 
this  point.  He  says  further:  "In  our  estimation,  no 
part  of  our  medical  periodicals  is  more  deficient  than 
that  which  is  expected  to  be  filled  by  editorial  matter 
proper.  Some  of  them  contain  so  little  from  the  edito- 
rial pen,  that  their  readers  would  hardly  know  that  they 
were  superintended  by  such  a  functionary,  except  as 
they  see  his  name  on  the  title-page.  Others  present 
one  or  two  pages  headed  ^Editorial,'  and  filled  with 
facetious  paragraphs,  personal  slurs,  news  items,  and 
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attention  to  new  advertisements.  Only  a  very  few  out 
of  the  whole  number  occupy  what  editorial  space  they 
have  with  candid  articles,  calculated  to  enlighten  their 
readers  on  the  many  important  questions  connected  with 
the  sanitary,  social,  ethical,  and  educational  interests  of 
the  profession.  And  I  think  it  may  be  said  with  truth,  that 
in  none  of  our  periodicals  do  these  topics  receive  the 
editorial  attention  that  their  importance  demands."  And 
again,  too  many  of  our  editors,  it  is  said,  "  have  no  posi- 
tive views  of  medical  polity,  medical  education,  or  san- 
itary science,  with  which  to  give  their  own  editorial 
space  a  positiveness  and  individuality  calculated  to  at- 
tract attention  and  command  respect. 

"If  the  foregoing  views  are  correct,  in  regard  to  the 
causes  of  insufficient  patronage,  instability  and  imper- 
fections of  medical  periodicals  in  this  country,  the  rem- 
edies are  obvious.  Xothing  short  of  a  higher  standard 
of  education,  both  preliminary  and  medical,  on  the  part 
of  those  who  enter  the  profession,  and  a  more  correct 
appreciation  of  the  arrangements  and  qualifications  re- 
quired for  maintaining  a  creditable  medical  journal,  will 
remedy  the  evils.  The  first  would  multiply  the  number 
of  readers  and  ensure  the  proper  merit  in  their  contri- 
butions; while  the  second  would  speedily  arrest  the 
tendency  to  make  inconsiderate  eftbrts  to  establish  new 
journals. 

"  Towards  the  accomplishment  of  these  purposes, 
this  Association  has  it  in  its  power  to  contribute  nuich. 
Prominent  among  the  declared  objects  of  this  Associa- 
tion, as  set  forth  in  the  act  of  its  organization,  are  the 
cultivation  of  friendly  relations  and  mutual  assistance, 
concert  of  action  in  support  of  improvements  in  the 
present  system  of  medical  education,  and  of  a  higher 
standard  of  preliminary  attainments  for  those  who  pro- 
pose to  enter  upon  the  study  of  medicine,  and  in  pro- 
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moting  generally  the  value  and  efficiency  of  our  period- 
ical medical  literature. 

^^  If  all  those  who  occupy  the  responsible  position  of  • 
editors  of  medical  periodicals  in  this  country  will  co- 
operate, by  becoming  members  of  this  organization,  and 
prove  true  to  its  principles  and  purposes,  it  can  wield 
a  more  direct  and  powerful  influence  for  good,  both  in 
elevating  the  character  of  American  medical  journalism, 
and  in  increasing  the  honor  and  usefulness  of  the 
whole  profession,  than  any  other  organization  in  exist- 
ence. You  who  control  the  medical  press  hold  in  your 
hands  the  main  avenues  through  which  the  great  mass 
of  the  professional  mind  can  be  reached  and  influenced. 
You  have  the  means  and  the  power,  if  you  choose  to 
use  them,  to  mould  the  public  sentiment  of  the  profes- 
sion, and  concentrate  it  on  the  accomplishment  of  any 
desirable  object  with  an  irresistible  force. 

"Dr.  Theophiliis  Parvin,  at  whose  suggestion  this 
Association  was  formed  last  year,  stated,  as  one  of  the 
reasons  for  such  action,  that  the  editors  of  the  medical 
periodical  press  were  not  exerting  that  positive  influ- 
ence on  the  medical  public  which  belonged  to  their  po- 
sition, simply  because  a  large  part  of  them  maintained 
a  studied  silence  on  all  the  important  topics  to  which  we 
have  alluded,  while  others  break  their  silence  only  by 
an  occasional  facetious  remark.  Is  it  not  time,  gentle- 
men, that  this  apathy,  this  studied  silence,  on  topics  of 
so  much  importance,  was  abandoned?  Is  its  continu- 
ance compatible  with  a  just  appreciation  of  the  impor- 
tance of  our  position  and  of  our  individual  responsi- 
bility? If  we  have  assumed  positions  that  give  us  the 
power  to  wield  an  important  influence  for  good,  are  we 
not  justly  responsible  for  the  enlightened  and  efficient 
exercise  of  that  power?  These  are  questions  that  must 
be  answered  to  our  own  consciences. 
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"  Then,"  says  Dr.  Davis,  and  we  most  heartily  echo 
his  words,  "  let  us  perpetuate  and  extend  our  organiza- 
tion. Let  each  member  honestly  cultivate  friendly 
relations  with  every  other.  Let  us  take  concerted 
action,  by  outspoken,  candid,  full  discussion  of  the 
vital  questions  involved  in  the  elevation  of  the  standard 
of  medical  education,  until  the  great  evils  universally 
acknowledged  to  exist  are  removed,  and  the  profession 
in  our  country  rests  on  an  educational  basis  commensu- 
rate with  the  extent  of  its  science  and  the  nobleness  of 
its  art.  But  in  all  our  work  let  us  remember  that  per- 
sonalities are  not  arguments;  that  to  pull  down  a  rival 
is  not  equivalent  to  building  one's  self  up ;  and  that  it 
takes  far  less  time  to  inflict  a  wound  than  to  heal  it. 
Finally,  my  brethren  of  the  editorial  fraternity,  let  us 
justly  appreciate  both  the  influence  and  the  responsi- 
bility which  attaches  to  the  position  we  occupy,  and 
with  honest,  earnest  purpose  wield  the  one  and  respond 
to  the  other,  in  such  a  manner  as  will  advance  the  true 
interests  of  our  profession,  because,  in  so  doing,  we 
shall  most  efficiently  promote  the  interests  of  human- 

ity."  .         . 


In  the  spirit  of  the  words  just  quoted,  we  would 
deprecate  the  opening  of  every  unpleasant  issue  that  is 
not  necessitated  by  some  important  public  end.  This 
is  the  rule,  we  can  conscientiously  say,  that  has  thus  far 
governed  us.  Among  the  editorial  fraternity,  especially, 
it  is  of  need  that  harmony  should  be  preserved,  if  they 
are  in  reality  to  work  successfully  together  for  the 
general  good. 

We  therefore  cheerfully  consign  to  the  waste-basket 
a  few  lines  of  comment  that  as  individuals,  if  not  as  edi- 
tors, we  had  thought  deserved  by  the  "  Richmond  and 
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Louisville "  monthly  for  June.  "We  do  so  the  more 
readily  from  having  received  proof  of  what  we  have 
long  believed,  that  our  friend  Gaillard  was  not  so  trucu- 
lent and  misanthropic  a  fellow  as  his  leaders  would  at 
times  seem  to  suggest.  We  cannot  speak  of  him  bit- 
terly with  such  a  manly  reclamation  as  this  lying  before 
us :  "  I  wrote  of  Cox  and  Otis  and  yourself  when  I  was 
disposed  to  see  the  world  and  my  brethren  through  col- 
ored (comic?)  glasses,  and  have  manifested  the  fac^  a 
little  too  plainly;  but  I  Avrote  without  spleen."  Jusc 
this  kind  of  carelessness  of  others'  feelings  it  is  that  we 
must  all  of  us  try  to  avoid,  for  many  an  irremediable 
alienation  has  had  as  trivial  a  beginning. 

There  are  those,  less  pachydermatous  than  ourselves, 
and  un actuated  by  a  sense  of  the  editorial  need  of  a  pro- 
longed bearance  and  forbearance  for  the  sake  of  a  com- 
bined attainment  of  a  common  end,  who  see  matters  in 
a  different  light.  As  an  instance  in  point  we  quote  a 
note  from  Dr.  Sullivan,  of  this  city :  — 

'Mugust  6th,  1870. 

"  My  dear  Stoker  :  I  have  received  the  June  JSTo. 
of  the  ^  Richmond  and  Louisville  Medical  Journal,'  and 
have  read  so  much  of  the  editor's  denunciation  of  the 
American  Medical  Association  as  refers  particularly  to 
myself. 

"  To  his  indecent  and  calumnious  invectives,  easily 
as  they  might  be  answered,  self-respect  forbids  me  to 
reply. 

"I  have  always  admired  the  genuine  ability  which 
characterizes  many  of  the  articles  published  in  the 
^Louisville  Medical  Journal; '  but  I  regret  that  its  edito- 
rial columns  should  sometimes  be  defiled  with  scurrili- 
ties  which   can    but    disgust   the   better   class   of  its 

13 
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readers,  and  which  detract  so  much  from  the  vahie  and 
respectabiUty  of  an  otherwise  excellent  periodical. 

'^Yom^s  faithfully, 

^^J.  L.  S." 

We  are  quite  sure  that  if  our  valued  correspondent 
but  appreciated  the  fact  that  the  supposed  aggressor 
has  in  reality  been  but  shrewdly  employing  one  of  the 
editorial  devices  to  which  Dr.  Davis  alludes,  —  "fish- 
ing," in  a  word,  for  materials  for  sensational  paragraphs, 
in  the  hope  of  getting,  as  he  says,  an  interesting  "  Ro- 
land for  his  every  OUver,"  to  print  for  the  edification  of 
Louisville  readers,  —  he  would  not  have  troubled  himself 
about  the  facetious  Dr.  Gaillard  in  this  hot  weather. 

As  concerns  ourselves  and  the  Simpson  memorial 
meeting  at  Washington,  Dr.  G.  will  be  glad  to  know 
that,  so  far  from  those  "  proceedings  giving  but  pain  to 
the  relatives  and  friends  of  Dr.  Simpson,"  "^  his  son,  Sir 
Walter,  writes  us  as  follows:  — 

"  The  memorial  sent  by  the  great  assembly  of  Ameri- 
can doctors  is  one  of  the  noblest  contributions  we  have 
received  to  my  father's  memory.  I  have  shown  it  to  a 
great  many  people,  and  every  one  is  delighted  with  it. 
In  fact,  all  the  notices  of  my  father  in  the  American 
prints  have  been  of  such  a  thoroughly  genuine  and  en- 
thusiastic nature,  that  we  cannot  but  be  satisfied  in  the 
highest  degree  at  such  kindly  testimony  to  his  worth." 

As  to  the  honorary  title  to  which  our  esteemed  con- 
temporary so  feelingly  alludes,  he  will  equally  rejoice  to 
learn  that  Simpson  cared  far  more  for  the  simple  "Dr.," 
under  which  title  his  early  triumphs  were  gained,  than 
for  the  more  pretentious  "  Sir  James."  We  happen  to 
know  that  the  baronetcy  was  offered  to  him  many  years 
ago,  in  1854,  and  was  refused.     Its  final  acceptance  in 

•  Richmond  and  Louisville  Medical  Journal,  June,  1870,  p.  780. 


1870.]  Editorial  N'otes.  195 

1866  was  in  part  induced  by  the  belief  that  it  would  in 
reality  be  an  honor  to  the  profession  at  large,  as  was 
indeed  the  case. 


To  certaij!^  signs  of  the  times,  those  who  are  wise 
will  give  heed.  There  lie  upon  our  desk  a  number  of 
addresses,  delivered  during  the  present  year  at  the  an- 
nual meetings  of  State  and  County  Medical  Societies  in 
different  parts  of  the  country.  Almost  without  excep- 
tion they  notice,  and  approve,  the  marked,  and  to  those 
who  have  not  had  a  hand  in  the  sowing,  wonderful 
growth  of  a  general  interest  in  gynaecology. 

From  one  or  two  of  these  papers  we  shall  present 
statements,  whose  every  word  will  be  recognized  as  true. 

In  the  first  place  let  us  quote  Prof.  Stephen  G.  Hub- 
bard, of  New  Haven.  It  might  easily  be  shown  that,  in 
other  chairs,  Yale  is  as  far  in  advance  of  Harvard  as  she 
is  in  that  of  Obstetrics  and  the  Diseases  of  Women  and 
Children.  It  may  perhaps  be  worth  our  while  by  and 
by  to  do  so. 

"How  do  we  receive,"  asks  Dr.  Hubbard,  "these 
pioneer  workers,  as  they  come  back  to  us,  laden  with 
treasures  from  the  very  frontiers  of  science?  And  what 
acknowledgment  do  we  offer  them,  as  we  coolly  appro- 
priate to  ourselves  their  invaluable  additions  to  scientific 
knowledge,  —  the  very  blood  and  brains  of  their  lives? 
Do  we  point  at  them  in  derision,  as  visionary  dreamers, 
characterized  only  by  ^  narrowness,'  —  as  ^  men  of  one 
idea,'  who  spend  their  lives  in  the  investigation  of  dis- 
eases which  exist  only  in  the  imagination  of  the  ob- 
server? 

"  If  one  of  you  were  suffering  from  a  disease  of  the 
eye,  which  threatened  the  loss  of  vision,  to  whom  would 
you  instinctively  turn  for  relief  ?    To  the  general  prac- 
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titioner,  who  has  spent  his  life  in  diversified  labors,  and 
"whose  very  ^  eom])rehensive  powers,'  and  ^  broad  views,' 
have  prevented  him  from  acquiring  any  special  knowl- 
edge whatever?  Or  would  you  seek  the  services  of  a 
professed  surgeon  and  oculist? 

"If  your  wife  or  daughter  were  the  victim  of  any  of 
those  serious  and  insidious  diseases  which  are  peculiar 
to  her  sex,  would  you  take  for  her  the  advice  even  of 
the  most  eminent  general  practitioner  in  your  vicinity, 
or  that  of  some  one  whose  special  studies  and  practice 
had  better  qualified  him  to  treat  her  case  successfully? 

"Of  course,  if  these  supposed  contingencies  should 
ever  become,  to  any  of  you,  matters  of  actual  personal 
experience,  your  practical  answers  to  these  interrogato- 
ries would  be  in  every  instance  the  same.  You  would 
each  choose  for  yourselves,  or  your  dearest  friends,  the 
opinion  and  treatment  of  a  qualified  specialist,  or  of 
some  one  who  is  constantly  seeing  and  treating  cases 
of  the  kind.  How  does  it  happen,  then,  I  ask,  that  we 
so  frequently  see  in  our  pei-iodical  literature,  even  in 
Reports  to  the  American  Medical  Association,  and  hear 
spoken,  the  language  of  innuendo  and  detraction,  as  ap- 
l)lied  to  men  who  devote  particular  attention  to  special 
classes  of  disease?  In  some  instances  it  may  be  accounted 
for  on  the  supposition  of  a  want  of  genei'al  professional 
knowledge,  Avithout  which  there  cannot  be  an  honest 
disbelief  in  the  existence  of  the  special  diseases  treated. 
In  other  instances  it  can  only  be  accounted  for  on  a 
supposition  which  I  prefer  not  to  mention,  and  would 
not  willingly  entertain.  Whatever  may  be  the  real  rea- 
son, there  can  be  offered  for  such  a  course  no  apology 
which  is  not  at  the  same  time  the  condemnation  of  those 
who  indulge  in  it. 

"  Let  us  pause  for  a  moment,  and  inquire  who  are  the 
men  against  whom  this  storm  of  dust  and  wind  is  raised? 
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What  is  their  standing  at  home  and  abroad?  Are  they 
found  among  the  inert  mass,  or  even  among  the  average 
members  of  the  profession?  Are  they  violators  of  the 
Code  of  Ethics,  or  regardless  of  the  honor  and  the  dig- 
nity of  the  profession,  more  than  others?  Do  they,  more 
than  others,  give  themselves  to  extra-professional  pur- 
suits? Do  they,  from  entire  loss  of  interest  in  medical 
practice,  or  for  other  reasons,  prostitute  their  profes- 
sional characters  to  the  level  of  a  trade,  and  sell  their 
wares  in  open  market  to  the  highest  bidder?  Have 
they  so  conducted  as  to  forfeit  the  respect  of  the  public, 
professional  or  otherwise? 

"But  to  return  to  the  examination  of  the  paper  to 
which  early  allusion  was  made,  let  us  see  if  there  be 
even  a  grain  of  truth  in  its  assumptions.  The  writer 
says :  ^  The  tendency  of  local  practice  is  to  magnify  the 
importance  of  local  disorders,  and  of  local  remedies.  In 
evidence  of  this,  we  need  only  refer  to  that  numerous 
class  of  uterine  disturbances,  a  class  of  troubles  from 
which  the  females  of  a  former  age  were  happily  exempt. 
Here,  as  elsewhere,  narrowness  leads  to  errors  of  diag- 
nosis. With  all  the  light  that  the  speculum  has  shed 
upon  this  inviting  and  thoroughly  explored  field,  not  a 
tithe  of  the  diseases  claimed  to  be  there  discoverable,  do 
exist,  other  than  in  the  eye  of  the  observer.' 

"  Such  reasoning  is  incompatible  with  any  adequate 
acquaintance  with  the  writings  of  specialists,  as  such,  — 
or  with  the  profundity  of  knowledge  in  general  science 
and  literature,  combined  with  the  widest  and  most  criti- 
cal knowledge  in  every  department  of  practical  medi- 
cine, which  some  of  these  ^men  of  one  idea'  have 
shown  themselves  to  possess. 

"  Can  Sir  James  Simpson  be  accused  of  ^  narrowness,^ 
because  for  more  than  thirty  years  the  best  energies  of 
his  mind,  stored  as  it  was  with  vast  treasures  of  medical 
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lore,  both  ancient  and  modern,  were  devoted  to  the  alle- 
viation and  cure  of  the  diseases  of  women?  Can  we 
find  any  evidences  oi^ narrowness '  in  his  many  and  vaUi- 
able  contributions  to  practical  therapeutics,  —  in  his 
writings  on  public  hygiene,  —  in  his  researches  in 
archaeological  science,  —  in  his  work  on  Acupressure, — 
in  his  very  voluminous  Obstetric  Memoirs,  or  in  his  in- 
vestigations of  the  action  of  new  remedies?  And,  lastly, 
is  there  any  evidence  of  ^  narrowness '  in  that  remarkable 
series  of  experiments  with  anaesthetics,  which  have  cul- 
minated in  the  greatest  discovery  of  the  age,  and  con- 
ferred upon  sufiering  humanity  (especially  on  woman) 
that  priceless  boon,  ^the  thrice-blessed  chloroform'? 

"  Yet  he  was  pre-eminently  a  specialist,  and,  as  such, 
received  the  honor  of  knighthood ;  bestowed  solely  as  a 
public  acknowledgment  of  the  distinguished  services 
that  he  had  rendered  to  science  and  to  humanity,  but 
which  can  add  nothing  to  the  lustre  of  a  name  so  grate- 
fully cherished  in  every  portion  of  the  civilized  world. 

"Examine  critically  the  writings  of  any  other  spe- 
cialist,—  of  Churchill,  West,  Spencer  Wells,  Wilson, 
Beale,  and  Roberts;  of  Matthews  Duncan,  Keith,  Graily 
Hewitt,  Bowman,  and  McClintock;  of  By  ford,  Emmet, 

and  Peaslee;  Sims,  Thomas,  and  S ,  with  scores  of 

others  whom  I  might  name,  —  and  if  you  detect  in  them 
evidences  of  ^  narroioness,''  I  beg  to  inquire  by  what 
standard  have  they  been  measured? 

"  Narrowness  of  mind  is  confined  to  no  class  of  men ; 
nor  is  it  the  peculiar  result  of  any  form  of  intellectual 
labor.  It  is  peculiar  to  the  individual,  and  is  more  or 
less  pronounced  in  proportion  as  the  man  is  more  or  less 
educated,  or  more  or  less  highly  endowed  with  natural 
gifts.  Intellectual  powers,  while  they  are  capable  of 
increase  by  cultivation,  are  also  in  so  great  a  measure 
due  to  inheritance,  that  the  most  laborious  efforts  are  in 
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many  cases  insufficient  to  enlarge  the  mental  horizon 
beyond  the  narrowest  limits.  Such  minds  are  congeni- 
tally  narrow;  and  whatever  their  surroundings,  or  the 
advantages  enjoyed,  or  in  whatever  calling  they  are 
found,  ^  narrowness '  is  their  most  distinguishing  char- 
acteristic. 

^^If  artisans,  they  may  spend  their  lives  in  the  ^round- 
ing and  polishing  of  needles.'  If  physicians,  they  have 
the  most  limited  knowledge  of  the  general  principles 
which  underlie  the  science  and  art  of  medicine,  and  still 
less  acquaintance  with  the  isolated  facts  and  discoveries 
of  those  patient,  self-denying  workers  in  all  the  special 
departments  of  knowledge,  the  aggregation  of  whose 
labors  forms  the  very  foundation  of  all  science,  and  the 
materials  from  which,  by  wise  generalization,  the  great 
principles  of  practical  medicine  have  been  gradually 
evolved.  What  evidence  is  there  to  suppose,  as  this 
writer  declares,  ^  that  the  females  of  a  former  age  were 
haj)pily  exempt'  from  diseases  of  the  uterus? 

"Let  us  see.  The  causes  of  the  diseases  peculiar  to 
women  are  of  infinite  variety.  Some  of  them  have  been 
in  operation  ever  since  the  fall  of  our  first  parents,  and 
are  still  active  through  the  functions  of  menstruation 
and  child-bearing,  of  course  with  increased  force  and  fre- 
quency as  the  race  has  progressed  in  civilization  and  in 
the  cultivation  of  aesthetic  tastes.  There  are  still  other 
causes,  incidental  to  the  more  artificial  and  unnatural 
style  of  female  education,  and  modes  of  life  common  to 
modern  society.  So  that,  in  addition  to  those  which  have 
been  in  operation  from  the  beginning,  and  which,  being 
inherent  in  nature,  must  always  continue,  we  have  a  still 
larger  class  of  causes  now  in  operation,  and  to  the  pre- 
ponderance of  which  must  be  referred,  if  it  exists,  the 
greater  frequency  of  uterine  diseases  now  than  formerjy. 
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^'  Four  hunclred  years  before  the  Christian  era  Hip- 
pocrates wrote  largely  on  this  subject,  and  his  writings, 
as  well  as  those  of  Galen  and  Aretfeus  who  came  after 
him,  and  all  of  whom  practised  in  Rome,  afford  positive 
evidence  that  there  existed  at  this  early  period  a  very 
advanced  state  of  knowledge  of  the  diseases  of  women. 
For  example,  the  writings  of  Galen  contain  the  earliest 
allusion  to  the  vaginal  speculum,  while  Aretaeus  de- 
scribes ^  ulceration  of  the  womb,'  with  a  precision  that 
leaves  no  room  for  doubt  that  he  also  employed  this 
mstrument  as  a  means  of  diagnosis. 

"But  the  vaginal  speculum  has,  perchance,  even  an 
earlier  history  than  this,  for  a  three-bladed  instrument 
of  the  kind  has  been  exhumed  in  the  excavations  of 
Pompeii  and  Ilerculaneum!  — cities  founded  in  the  time 
of  unknown  antiquity,  but  destroyed,  as  we  all  know,  in 
the  reign  of  Titus,  A.  d.  79.  With  the  writings  of 
Hippocrates  began  the  literature  of  medicine  in  this 
department;  and  if  we  may  judge  from  his  voluminous 
writings  upon  the  subject,  uterine  disease  must  have 
been  very  common  in  his  day.  To  diseases  of  women 
alone  he  devoted  three  volumes,  in  which  he  discussed 
Metritis,  Induration,  Fibroid  Tumors,  Menstrual  Disor- 
ders, and  Uterine  Displacements.  Then,  as  now,  the 
knowledge  of  these  special  diseases  was  not  in  the  pos- 
session of  the  entire  profession;  for,  so  limited  had  been 
the  diffusion  of  knowledge,  that  more  than  four  hundred 
years  afterwards,  physicians  generally  were  ignorant  of 
what  had  been  already  known.  Witness  the  N^ew  Tes- 
tament narrative  of  the  Svoman  Avhich  had  an  issue  of 
blood  twelve  years^  and  had  suffered  many  things  of 
many  physicians,  and  had  spent  all  that  she  had,  and 
was  nothing  bettered,  but  rather  grew  worse.'  Either 
the  faculty  wctc  ignorant  of  the  treatment  of  uterine 
hemorrhage,  or   refused   to  attend  after  the  patient's 
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money  was  exhausted,  or  perhaps  they  were  afraid  of 
incurring  the  charge  of  ^  narrow7iess  ^  by  attempting  to 
remove  the  polypus  from  which  the  woman  had  so  long 
and  so  terribly  suffered.  Besides  the  authors  already 
mentioned,  Archigenes  and  Celsus,  who  probably  lived 
in  the  second  centur}^,  also  wrote  on  the  diseases  of 
women.  The  first  accurately  described  the  Waginal 
touch,'  the  varieties  of  leucorrhoea  and  ulceration  of  the 
womb;  while  the  last  gives  an  excellent  description  of 
pelvic  cellulitis. 

^^For  centuries  afterward,  the  study  of  the  diseases  of 
women  was  pursued  with  great  vigor,  but  unfortunately 
for  us,  many  of  the  writings  of  the  authors  of  that  period 
are  destroyed  or  in  fragments,  so  that  now  reference 
is  almost  exclusively  made  to  the  compilation  by  Aetius, 
showing  the  state  of  medical  science  in  his  own  times, 
and  an  abstract  of  the  existing  writings  of  men  who  had 
preceded  him.  In  describing  his  own  practice,  as  well 
as  that  of  his  contemporaries  and  predecessors,  he  treats 
of  the  diseases  of  women  in  such  a  way  as  to  render  it 
certain  that  he  had  a  thorough  knowledge  of  many  of 
them;  also  of  many  of  the  means  of  investigation  and 
treatment  which  are  in  use  at  the  present  day,  and  which 
have  in  many  instances  been  regarded  by  us  as  new; 
and  very  properly  so,  inasmuch  as  they  have  been  re- 
discovered more  than  thirteen  hundred  years  afterward. 
This  industrious  compiler  devoted  one  hundred  and 
twelve  chapters  of  his  16th  Book  to  diseases  of  women. 
Thirty-seven  of  these  treat  of  jDregnancy,  parturition, 
and  suckling.  There  are  six  chapters  on  ^Ulcers  of  the 
Uterus,'  three  on  ^Abscesses,'  two  on  ^Displacements,' 
two  on  ^Obstructed  and  Imperforate  Uterus,'  seven  on 
growths  occurring  in  the  vagina  and  uterus,  and  eighteen 
on  menstruation  and  its  disorders. 

^^  If  further  evidence  is  needed  to  show  the  excessive 
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^  narrowness '  of  the  fathers,  and  that  they  described 
diseases  which  existed  only  ^  in  the  imagination  of  the 
observer/  I  will  add  that  Aetius  particularly  described 
nearly  every  disease  of  the  uterus  that  is  recognized  l3y 
the  best  observers  of  modern  times;  and  the  treatment 
he  advises,  includes  most  of  our  modern  appliances,  Avith 
frequent  mention  of  the  use  of  the  speculum.  His  direc- 
tions for  the  preparation  and  use  of  sponge  tents  are 
almost  identical  with  those  commonly  followed  to-day; 
and  he  clearly  sets  forth  the  uses  of  medicated  pessaries, 
for  w^hich  he  gives  more  than  a  hundred  formulae;  the 
iise  of  vaginal  injections;  caustics  for  ulceration  of  the 
cervix;  dilatation  of  the  cervix  by  tin  tubes;  the  treat- 
ment of  inflammation  of  the  various  tissues  and  appen- 
dages of  the  uterus;  and  lastly  the  modern  uterine 
sound. 

*■'  I  have  repeatedly  inquired  of  the  wives  of  our  for- 
eign missionaries  whether  the  native  women  are  exempt 
from  uterine  diseases,  and  in  all  cases  they  have  assured 
me  that  the  native  women  do  suffer  from  a  considera])le 
variety  of  uterine  affections,  for  which  they  are  treated 
by  native  physicians  by  sorcery  and  otherAAnse.  I  could 
quote  from  the  historical  literature  of  this  special  de- 
partment at  still  greater  length,  if  it  were  desirable;  but 
I  think  I  have  satisfactorily  disproved  the  charge  that 
uterine  diseases  arc  a  modern  invention,  ^from  which 
the  females  of  a  former  age  were  happily  exempt; '  and 
which  are  limited  in  number  only  by  ^the  iinagination 
of  the  observer;'  and  that  any  degree  of  excellence  in 
a  special  department  of  medical  practice  is  followed  as 
a  necessary  sequence  by  ^narrowness'  of  mind.  More- 
over, is  it  not  clear,  Tom  what  has  been  said,  that  we 
actually  owe  to  ^specialism'  not  only  all  the  definite, 
permanent  progress  which  the  science  of  medicine  has 
hitherto  made  and  is  now  making,  but  that  the  rate  of 
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progress  and  discovery  in  every  department  of  scientific 
knowledge  depends  on  the  numbers  and  faithfulness  of 
the  ^specialists'  who  cultivate  them? 

"  It  is  charged  that  ^  the  tendency  of  local  practice  is 
to  magnify  the  importance  of  local  disorders,  and  of 
local  remedies;'  and  the  special  treatment  of  uterine 
diseases  is  cited  as  conclusive  proof  of  this.  As  the  treat- 
ment of  the  diseases  of  females  is  thus  made  the  scape- 
goat for  all  the  imaginary  sins  and  evils  of  special  prac- 
tice, and  is  held  up  as  a  typical  example  of  the  disas- 
trous effects  of  specialism  in  medicine,  thus  revealing 
more  clearly  the  purpose  of  the  writer,  I  have  confined 
my  remarks  more  particularly  to  that  branch  of  the  sub- 
ject. For,  although  I  am  not  myself  a  specialist,  in  the 
strict  sense  of  the  term,  being  largely  engaged  in  gen- 
eral practice  as  well,  my  daily  treatment  of  this  class  of 
diseases  permits  me  to  speak  of  them  from  personal 
knowledge;  and  I  believe  that  an  experience  derived 
from  the  special  treatment  of  many  hundreds  of  cases 
of  uterine  disease,  and  a  general  practice  of  nearly  thirty 
years  combined,  qualifies  me  to  express  an  unbiassed 
opinion,  not  only  as  to  the  merits  of  the  special  depart- 
ment to  which  I  attend,  but,  also,  as  to  the  value  and 
relations  of  ^specialism'  as  an  element  of  substantial 
progress  in  medical  science. 

"  And  I  wish  distinctly  to  say  here,  that  I  disclaim 
all  desire  or  intention  of  being  personal  in  my  remarks 
in  any  direction,  I  am  combating  and  criticising  opin- 
ions^ not  persons ;  and  I  desire  particularly  to  dislodge 
from  your  minds  what  I  believe  to  be  an  error,  and  to 
substitute  for  it  what  I  know  from  ample  experience  to 
be  the  truth. 

"  To  any  one  who  is  practically  familiar  with  uterine 
pathology  and  therapeutics,  and  to  the  best  informed 
among  those  who  are  not,  it  may  appear  almost  an  un- 
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necessary  labor  to  controvert  snch  statements.  For 
every  one  knows  that,  to  attempt  to  treat  a  serious 
disease  of  one  organ,  without  giving  particuhu'  atten- 
tion also  to  the  condition  of  all  the  others,  especially  to 
those  with  which  the  suffering  organ  is  in  most  intimate 
relations  and  sympathy,  w^ould  be  as  unsuccessful  as  it 
is  unphilosophical.  To  such  a  mind,  nothing  can  be 
more  illogical  than  to  say  that  the  special  treatment 
of  uterine  diseases  tends  to  magnify  unduly  the  impor- 
tance of  this  organ  and  its  diseases  to  the  female  econ- 
omy. For  the  sympathies  of  the  uterus  with  every 
other  part  of  the  female  organism  ai*e  so  evident,  and 
the  sympathetic  relations  of  all  the  organs  of  woman 
with  the  uterus  are  so  numerous  and  complicated,  so 
intimate  and  often  so  distant,  yet  pervading  her  entire 
being,  that  it  would  almost  seem,  to  use  the  expression 
of  another,  ^  as  if  the  Almighty,  in  creating  the  female 
sex,  had  taken  the  uterus  and  built  up  a  woman  around 

it: 

"  When  we  consider  the  important  functions  of  the 
uterus,  and  the  wonderfully  complicated  processes  car- 
ried on  within  it,  and  the  fact  that  the  peculiarities  of 
woman,  as  well  as  her  happiness  in  health  and  disease, 
depend  upon,  and  are  in  a  great  measure  controlled  by, 
the  condition  and  sympathies  of  the  uterus,  —  the  great 
central,  ^9^^'o^aZ  organ  of  her  existence,  —  is  it  not 
strange  that  any  well  informed,  intelligent  physician 
should  persistently  close  his  mind  against  the  evidences 
of  this  sympathy,  and  against  the  patent  fact  that  the 
functions  of  the  most  distant  organs  may  be  so  per- 
verted or  destroyed  by  uterine  disturbances,  as  to  de- 
ceive the  very  elect,  and  lead  physicians,  otherwise  skil- 
ful, to  suppose  that  these  organs  are  themselves  the 
seat  of  serious  disease?  Yet  instances  of  this  kind  are 
of  daily  occurrence.     And  I  am  certain  that  I  only  state 
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what  many  of  you  know  perfectly  well,  when  I  say  that 
women  are  often  most  actively  treated,  during  weary 
months  and  years,  for  various  diseases  which  have  no 
existence  whatever,  except  in  the  obtuse  imagination 
of  the  observer,  hut  are  simulated  hy  the  reflex  sympa- 
tliies  of  a  diseased  womh, 

"  I  could  cite  to  you  numerous  cases  coming  under 
my  own  observation,  which  remarkably  illustrate  this 
factj  but  I  prefer  to  postpone  to  some  other  occasion 
any  more  particular  allusion  to  them,  and  will  only  say, 
in  this  connection,  that  such  is  the  mutual  dependence 
of  every  special  branch  upon  every  other  department 
of  medicine,  that,  in  my  judgment,  no  man  can  be  suc- 
cessful in  a  special  department,  without  being  well  in- 
formed in  all  the  others.  And,  further,  that  there  is  no 
department  of  practical  medicine  which  requires  such  a 
concentration  upon  it  of  all  the  accumulations  of  med- 
ical knowledge,  or  makes  such  exhausting  draughts 
upon  the  resources  and  powers  of  the  physician,  and 
tests  so  severely  his  qualities  as  a  careful,  painstaking, 
and  patient  observer,  and  skilful  prescriber,  as  that  of 
the  diseases  of  women. 

"  Two  classes  of  medical  men  have,  in  opposite  modes, 
contributed  not  a  little  to  bring  undeserved  odium  and 
disrepute  upon  the  scientific  treatment  of  uterine 
diseases.  In  the  one  class,  we  see  those  few,  who,  hav- 
ing never  given  particular  attention  to  the  subject,  are 
without  adequate  knowledge  of  its  pathology,  etiology, 
and  therapeutics,  providing  themselves  with  a  speculum 
and  a  piece  of  lunar  caustic,  and  with  a  rashness  as 
frightful  as  it  is  criminal,  ^  rushing  in  where  angels  fear 
to  tread,'  carrying  fire  and  sword  into  the  most  innocent 
localities.  They  find  uterine  disease  in  every  woman; 
and  the  track  of  their  fiery  raid  can  be  distinctly  traced 
for  years  afterward,  by  the  scarred,  distorted,  narrowed, 
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and  sometimes  obliterated  corvieal  canals  which  they 
have  invaded.  It  is  these  rash  and  ignorant  men,  — 
men  with  as  little  conscience  as  learning,  and  still  less 
of  delicacy  than  of  either,  —  who  have  been,  and  are, 
mainly  instrumental  in  bringing  unmerited  reproach 
upon  the  scientific  treatment  of  the  diseases  of  women. 

^^  The  unwarrantable  and  disastrous  procedures  of 
this  class  of  superficially  educated  men  are  used  as  the 
basis  of  the  indictment  of  specialism  at  the  bar  of  pub- 
lic opinion,  by  another  and  more  respectable  class  of 
physicians,  who  are,  doubtless,  excellent  general  prac- 
titioners, but  who,  having  long  ago  abandoned  habits 
of  study  and  reflection,  find  themselves  behind  the  age; 
and  in  casting  about  to  find  the  reasons  for  their 
changed  relations,  they  are  quite  willing  to  charge 
upon  ^  specialism,'  results  which  really  have  their  origin 
in  the  congenital  or  acquired  conditions  of  their  own 
minds.  The  representatives  of  each  class  are,  I  am 
happy  to  believe,  comparatively  few  in  numbers  (and 
some  may  think  them  too  few  to  require  notice),  yet 
such  is  the  nature  of  their  peculiarities,  the  tendencies 
of  their  misguided  efforts,  and  the  persistency  of  their 
attacks,  that  they  cannot  be  allowed  to  pass  unchal- 
lenged. 

*^  It  woukl  be  out  of  place  in  this  paper  to  allude  par- 
ticularly to  the  ^  errors  of  diagnosis,'  and  the  results  of 
treatment,  made  by  either  of  these  classes  of  physicians; 
yet  they  are  continually  coming  to  notice,  and  are  in 
some  cases  exceedingly  ludicrous;  but  in  many  the 
consequences  are  of  the  utmost  seriousness,  and  not 
very  seldom  even  fatal  to  life.  Is  it  any  wonder,  then, 
that  the  public  mind  is  unsettled  respecting  the  value 
and  propriety  of  special  treatment  of  uterine  diseases, 
when  the  subject  is  seen  only  in  the  false  lights  cast 
upon  it  from  these  two  extremes  of  error? 
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^^  It  would  be  too  much  to  expect  the  non-professional 
mind  to  be  able  to  distinguish  the  true  from  the  false, 
respecting  a  subject  which  is  so  variously  regarded  by 
the  profession  itself,  and  therefore  we  cannot  wonder 
that  suffering  women,  who  have  been  disappointed  in 
the  results  of  treatment  of  these  affections  by  their  ordi- 
nary medical  advisers,  should  finally,  in  their  despera- 
tion, seek  relief  at  the  hands  of  male  or  female  quacks. 
I  could  easily  show  that  it  would  promote  the  highest 
interests  of  the  public  and  of  the  profession,  both  indi- 
vidually and  collectively,  to  encourage  and  everywhere 
commend  the  labors  of  ^  specialists,'  instead  of  meeting 
them  with  words  of  ridicule  and  disparagement;  but  it 
is  unnecessary,  for  the  line  of  argument  is  so  plain  that 
it  is  already  anticipated. 

^^  Science  is  a  unit.  Its  multiplied  facts  are  so  closely 
related,  and  each  is  so  indispensable  to  the  full  force 
and  effect  of  all,  that  the  attempt  to  ignore  or  remove 
from  the  structure  a  series  of  facts,  or  to  cast  odium 
upon  the  laborers  by  whom  these  blocks  in  the  foun- 
dations have  been  wrought  and  placed  in  their  proper 
order,  would,  if  successful,  utterly  destroy  the  entire 
fabric.  It  is  an  act  of  sacrilege.  It  is  treason,  alike 
against  the  interests  of  humanity,  and  the  civilization 
of  the  age."* 

To  many  of  our  readers  the  above  remarks  convey 
only  the  statement  of  a  truism.  There  are  those,  how- 
ever, hitherto  unconvinced,  or  who  have  been  unduly 
influenced  by  men  of  the  character  so  justly  lashed  by 
Prof.  Hubbard,  to  whom  his  arguments  will  come  with 
overwhelming  force,  and  be  prized  accordingly. 

We  shall  hereafter  present  evidence  of  the  success 
that  is  attending  what  may  justly  be  termed  the  great 

*  Specialism  in  its  Relations  to  Practical  Science.    Proceedings  of  the  Connecticut  State 
Medical  Society,  1870. 
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medical  missionary  movement  of  the  time,  —  as  blessed 
in  its  results  to  sufiering  women  as  to  the  best  interests 
of  the  profession. 


PosTHtTMOUs  HOXORS  may  be  conferred  with  gi^ace 
even  by  those  who  begrudge  the  smallest  praise  to  living 
men.  Sometimes  such  gifts  tend  to  foster  an  increase 
of  international  esteem  and  respect. 

We  are  speaking  now  about  Syme  and  Simpson,  dear 
companions  and  bitter  opponents  of  each  other  as  they 
were.  Each  had  his  army  of  partisans,  and  each  labored 
with  his  whole  soul  for  that  grand  old  University  which, 
as  Dr.  Gross,  of  Philadelphia,  so  well  expresses  it  in  the 
circular  towards  the  Syme  Testimonial  Fund,  "  is  the 
mother  school,  in  fact,  of  om'  American  Medical  Pro- 
fession." 

Previous  to  Syme's  death  the  movement  to  connect 
his  fame  more  indissolublv  with  that  of  the  Edinburo-h 
School  had  begun;  that  regarding  Simpson,  whose 
expectation  of  life  then  seemed  so  good,  came  later. 
Scholarships,  professors'  chairs,  and  even  hospitals,  but 
feebly  express,  as  memorials,  what  words  cannot  utter. 
In  the  case  of  Syme,  we  have  long  believed,  from  what 
we  had  seen  and  known  of  them  both,  that  his  world- 
wide reputation  will  justly  descend  to  his  son-in-law. 
Lister.  In  that  of  the  great  gyna3Cologist,  Alexander 
Simpson,  the  nephew,  will  carry  both  name  and  fame, 
so  dear  to  Edinburgh,  onward  through  many  a  long 
year,  we  trust,  of  University  and  cosmopolitan  honor. 
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[Reported  by  Horatio  R.  Storer,  Secretary."] 

THIBTT-FIRST  REGULAR  MEETING,  APRIL  5,  1870. 

The  thirty-first  regular  meeting  of  the  Society  was 
held  on  April  5th,  1870,  at  Hotel  Pelham,  the  President 
in  the  chair.  Present,  Drs.  Lewis,  Warner,  Field,  Wes- 
ton, SulUvan,  Warner,  Dutton, Bixby,  Sharp,  and  Storer; 
Wheeler,  of  Albany,  N.  Y.,  Honorary  Member;  and,  by 
invitation,  Drs.  James  S.  Green,  of  Dorchester;  A.  E. 
McDonald,  J.  H.  Blake,  and  W.  H.  Page  (City  Physi- 
cian), of  Boston;  and  A.  B.  Robinson  of  Boston  High- 
lands. 

The  records  of  the  last  meeting  were  read  and 
accepted. 

The  Secretary  read  letters,  in  acknowledgment  of  their 
election  to  the  Society,  from  Dr.  C.  T.  Jackson,  of  Bos- 
ton, Honorary  Member;  and  Drs.  F.  G.  Jordan,  of  St. 
John,  IS".  B. ;  N"athan  Allen,  of  Lowell,  Mass. ;  W.  H.  Van 
Buren,  of  JS^ew  York;  P.  C.  Barker,  of  Morristown,  N. 
J.;  Tom  O.  Edwards,  of  Lancaster,  O.;  Andrew  J. 
Scott,  of  Loudonville,  O. ;  Ralph  N.  Isham,  of  Chicago ; 

Entered,  according  to  act  of  Congress,  in  the  year  1870,  by  Horatio  K.  Storer,  M.D., 
in  the  Office  of  the  Librarian  of  Congress  at  Washington. 
14 
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Wm.  B.  Atkinson,  of  Philadelphia;  F.  M.  Robertson,  of 
Charleston,  S.  C;  "Wm.  Gaston  Bullock,  of  Savannah; 
A.  II.  Cenas,  of  I^ew  Orleans ;  and  Isaac  Eowell,  of 
San  Francisco,  Corresponding  Members.  He  also  read 
a  letter  from  Dr.  Goupil,  of  Paris,  stating  that  his  cer- 
tificate of  Corresponding  Membership  had  been  claimed 
by  another  gentleman  of  the  same  name. 

The  photograph  of  Dr.  A.  J.  Scott,  of  Ohio,  added 
to  the  Society's  collection,  was  exhibited,  and  the  fol- 
lowing donations  to  the  library  announced:  from  Prof. 
Breisky,  of  Berne,  Switzerland,  his  memoir  upon  Ex- 
tra-median Presentation;  from  Dr.  ^^Tathan  Allen,  of 
Lowell,  papers  by  himself  upon  Population  and  its  Law 
of  Increase,  The  Intermarriage  of  Relations,  and  Physi- 
cal Culture  in  Amherst  College;  from  the  Secretary,  a 
monograph  upon  a  Peculiar  Morbid  Growth  from  the 
Os  Uteri,  by  the  late  Dr.  S.  L.  Hardy,  of  Dublin,  and 
Dr.  Robert  Bowes  Malcolm's  Address  upon  the  Rise  of 
the  Edinburgh  School  of  Midwifery,  delivered  before 
the  Ilarveian  Society,  of  that  city,  in  1856. 

The  Secretary  having  presented,  in  the  name  of 
Messrs.  Perkins,  Stern,  &  Co.,  of  Boston,  several  sjoeci- 
mens  of  California  wines  and  brandy  from  their  own 
vineyards,  upon  motion  of  Dr.  Field  the  Society  re- 
solved itself  into  a  Committee  of  the  "Whole  for  the 
purpose  of  testing,  by  tasting,  these  therapeutic  appli- 
ances. 

Dr.  Sullivan  stated  that  he  had  found  the  California 
Hock  of  this  house  of  great  advantage  in  the  treatment 
of  menorrhagia  and  metrorrhagia. 

Dr.  Lewis  had  also  seen  great  benefit  from  the  Hock, 
chiefly  in  certain  classes  of  dyspeptic  cases. 

Dr.  Storer  had  long  entertained  a  very  respectful 
opinion  of  the  California  Angelica  and  Muscatel,  for 
nervous   invalids,  debilitated   by  uterine    disease,  and 
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from  what  he  had  learned  of  the  purity  and  reliability 
of  the  California  Port,  he  was  inclined  to  think  very 
highly  of  its  employment  in  cases  attended  with  too 
great  laxity  of  the  intestinal  canal.  There  could  be  no 
doubt  that  where  stimulants  were  really  indicated,  the 
use  of  the  agents  now  upon  the  table  was  far  preferable 
to  that  of  the  stronger  liqueurs. 

Many  other  favorable   opinions  were  expressed  by 
physicians  present,  who  had  tested  the  excellence  of  , 
these  remedies  in  practice. 

The  thanks  of  the  Societv  were  voted  to  Messrs. 
Perkins,  Stern,  &  Co.  for  their  thoughtful  courtesy. 

Conversation  turning  upon  the  genera!  subject  of 

THE   EMPLOYMENT   OF   ALCOHOLIC    STIMULANTS   IN  THE 
TREATMENT   OF   DISEASE, 

Dr.  Storer  remarked  that  certain  important  questions 
were  too  often  lost  sight  of.  They  had  been  brought 
up  and  discussed  in  this  State  a  year  or  two  since,  when 
a  prohibitory  liquor  law  was  being  urged,  but  the  evi- 
dence adduced  on  either  side,  though  published,  was 
buried  beneath  a  mass  of  legislative  side  issues. 

There  could  be  no  doubt  that  in  some  cases  alcohol, 
in  one  or  another  of  its  forms,  was  indicated,  and  that  in 
others,  where  a  stimulant  was  needed,  bitter  infusions 
and  aqueous  extracts  answered  as  good  a  purpose, 
without  causing  the  risk  of  awakening  in  the  patient 
an  often  uncontrollable  thirst. 

Few  physicians  would  honestly  say  that  drunkenness 
on  the  part  of  its  citizens  was  of  any  advantage  to  a  city 
or  State,  putting  aside  the  income  of  a  few  liquor  deal- 
ers; and  few  but  that  would  affirm  that  our  insane 
asylums,  almshouses,  jails,  and  prisons  were  chiefly  sup- 
plied from  those  who  habitually  employed  stimulants; 
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and  yet,  at  the  investigation  referred  to,  the  most  promi- 
nent hospital  surgeon  and  teacher  in  this  city  had  given 
it  as  his  opinion  that  "  the  drinking  usages  of  society 
were  not  at  all  to  be  deprecated." 

This  statement  might  be  true  of  other  coimtries  than 
New  England,  but,  whether  it  were  owing  to  our  cli- 
mate, the  restless  habits  of  this  people,  continually  stirred 
by  the  goad  of  excessive  competition,  or  what  not,  the 
drinking  usages  of  society,  among  gentlemen,  meant  a 
frequent,  and  in  a  great  many  cases  constant,  indul- 
gence in  whiskey  and  brandy  undiluted,  rather  than 
wine. 

With  women  the  case  was  somewhat  different.  He 
had  elsewhere  stated  some  of  the  conditions  here  ob- 
taining."^ Bourbon  whiskey  was  employed  by  ladies  in 
this  city  to  a  very  great  extent;  sometimes  by  inva- 
lids,—  and  in  their  case  prescribed  or  not  by  a  physi- 
cian, —  but  very  often  by  persons  in  good  health,  who 
sought  in  an  assumed  invalidism  a  plausible  excuse. 
There  could  be  no  doubt  that  physicians  were  here  ac- 
countable for  a  very  great  amount  of  physical,  mental, 
and  moral  impairment.  The  alcohol  was  exhibited, 
whether  as  whiskey,  brandy,  gin,  or  rum,  not  for  the 
purpose  of  nourishing  a  consumptive  patient  or  rousing 
one  who  was  moribund,  but  for  that  of  temporarily  re- 
moving the  malaise  consequent  upon  an  extravagant 
keeping  of  late  hours  or  indulgence  in  other  forms  of 
dissipation,  or  for  deadening  the  remorse  of  our  thou- 
sands of  self-abortionists.  In  exceptional  cases  com- 
pared with  these,  though  still  very  common,  was  its 
2)rescription  for  the  relief  of  pain,  more  especially  that 
of  dysmenorrhcea,  from  whatever  cause.  Instead  of 
ascertaining  by  a  careful  examination  the  exact  charac- 

•  Appendix  to  Dr.  Albert  Da/s  Treatise  on  Mothomania.     James  Campbell,  Boston. 
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ter  of  the  malady,  and  then  treating  it  accordingly,  the 
deadly  placebo  was  prescribed  which  often  consigned 
the  unfortunate  woman  to  premature  decrepitude  and 
practical  death.  He  had  seen  too  many  instances  of  this 
not  to  speak  as  he  had  done.  There  could  be  no  doubt 
that  very  many  of  the  opium,  liquor,  and  chloroform 
drunkards  that  we  are  called,  upon  to  treat  among  the 
better  class  of  women  were  primarily  confirmed  in  the 
habit  by  causes  within  the  control  of  the  medical  art, 
provided  only  its  resources  were  properly  brought  to 
bear. 

The  Secretary  presented,  in  the  name  of  Hon.  ]S^.  E. 
Atwood,  of  Provincetown,  a  large 

FIBROUS   ABDOMESTAL    TUIVIOR   FROM   A  HADDOCK  (MoV- 

rhita  ceglefiiiiis,  Lin.), 

pediculated,  and  weighing  three-quarters  of  a  pound, 
while  the  fish  itself,  which  seemed  otherwise  healthy, 
only  weighed  five  pounds.  Subjected  to  the  micro- 
scope, Dr.  Bixby  had  failed  to  find  any  very  material 
difierence  from  the  tissue  of  ordinary  fibrous  tumor  of 
the  uterus. 

Dr.  Storer  reported,  and  exhibited  a  specimen  from,  a 
case  of  malingering,  it  being  one  of 

feig]s:ed  passage  of  hair  from  the  bladder. 

The  patient,  unmarried,  had  for  a  long  time  been  sub- 
ject to  hysterical  paroxysms,  dependent  upon  chronic 
endometritis,  and  gradually  diminishing  in  frequency 
and  severity  in  proportion  as  the  pelvic  disease  yielded 
to  treatment  by  the  acid  nitrate  of  mercury  to  the  ute- 
rine cavity.  There  had  existed  a  rectal  fissure  which 
had  been  cured  by  forcible  rupture  of  the  sphincter  ani. 
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A  few  days  since  the  patient  produced  the  lock  of  hair 
now  exhibited,  stating  that  she  had  passed  it  with  her 
urine.  Careful  examination  of  the  bladder  failed  to 
show  any  disease  of  that  viscus,  and  there  existed  no 
adjacent  cyst  with  which  it  might  have  been  connected 
by  fistula.  It  would  be  perceived,  moreover,  that  the 
hair  was  tangled  and  knotted,  whereas,  in  the  speci- 
mens exhibited  to  the  Society  at  a  former  meeting,*^  of 
whose  authenticity  there  could  be  no  doubt,  discharged 
through  the  bladder  from  an  ovarian  dermoid  cyst,  the 
hairs  lay  parallel  w^ith  each  other,  and  were  more  or  less 
crusted  by  a  calcareous  deposit.  The  microscope  failed 
to  throw  any  light  upon  these  cases,  where  the  hair 
was  from  the  person  of  the  patient  herself. 

Reference  being  made  to  the  sign  of  self-abuse,  a 
cold  and  moist  palm  of  the  hand,  alleged  by  Dr.  Field, 
at  a  late  meeting,f  to  be  constant  where  the  habit  exists. 
Dr.  Sullivan  stated  that  he  had  since  been  studying 
several  such  cases  and  was  inclined  to  consider  the  test 
a  reliable  one. 

Dr.  Warner  had,  so  far,  come  to  the  same  conclusion. 

Dr.  Storer  read  extracts  from  a  letter  he  had  received 
since  the  last  meeting  from  Dr.  Fisher,  of  Sing  Sing, 
N.  Y.,  relative  to 

THE     CAUSATION     OF     DOUBLE     MONSTROSITY    EN"    THE 

HUMAN   SPECIES, 

and  settling  the  question  of  priority  as  to  the  sugges- 
tion of  the  Fissuration  theory,  for  evidence  of  which 
Dr.  Storer  had  written  to  Dr.  Fisher. 

Dr.  F.  quotes  the  following  from  Dr,  Carpenter,  of 
London : — 

^^  By  the  knowledge  of  these  facts  and  principles,  we 

•  This  Journal,  August,  1869,  p.  74.        f  This  Journal,  September,  1870,  p.  150. 
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seem  justified  in  the  conclusion  that  the  occurrence  of 
supernumerary  and  multiple  parts,  even  when  it  extends 
to  -complete  duplicity  of  the  body,  is  not  due  (as  usually 
supposed)  to  the  ^fusion'  of  two  germs,  but  that  it 
results  from  the  subdivision  of  one.  And  that  such  is 
really  the  case  may  be  inferred  from  observations  re- 
cently made  upon  the  early  phases  of  development  of 
^  double  monsters,'  from  which  it  appears  that  their  pro- 
duction is  due  to  the  spontaneous  divarication  of  the 
embryonic  mass  into  tvv^o  halves,  at  a  grade  of  develop- 
ment which  may  be  considered  as  corresponding  (in 
regard  to  the  homogeneity  of  its  organization)  with  the 
Hj^dra  or  Planaria."  *  Dr.  C.  then  refers  to  Vrolik  and 
Allen  Thompson,f  and  further  on,  when  speaking  of 
the  generation  or  multiplication  of  the  Hydra  and 
Planaria,  describes  it  as  "Fissiparous  multiplication," 
"  longitudinal  and  transverse  fusion,  gemmation,"  etc. J 

Dr.  Storer  stated  that  he  was  happy  to  be  put  right, 
as  he  had  been  by  Dr.  Fisher.  The  edition  of  Carpen- 
ter which  he  had  himself  examined  was  of  an  earlier 
date;  and,  while  his  own  views  had  been  the  result  of 
independent  reflection,  he  must  grant  that  he  had  been 
superseded  by  the  gentleman  who  had  so  long  before 
forestalled  him.  The  members  of  the  Society  would 
recollect  that  there  was  not  one  of  them  present  at  the 
meeting  at  which  his  paper  was  read  who  was  aware  of 
the  suggestion  of  fissuration  by  Carpenter;  and  the  same 
was  true  of  a  meeting  of  the  Suffolk  District  Medical 
Society,  at  .which  he  had  taken  occasion  to  broach  his 
theory. 

The  Secretary  read  the  following  extracts  from  a  let- 

*  Principles  of  Comparative  Physiology.     Philadelphia,  1854  (from  the  4th  London  edi- 
tion), p.  479. 
t  Edinburgh  Monthly  Journal,  June  and  July,  1844. 
X  Loc.  cit.,  pp.  537-39. 
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ter  received  from  Dr.  Charles  T.  Jackson,  of  this  city, 
relative  to  his  part  in  the 

ES^TRODUCTION   OF   PRACTICAL   AJ^^STIIESIA. 

"  I  am  much  obliged  to  the  Gynaecological  Society  for 
what  it  has  said  and  published  in  defence  of  my  rights 
as  the  Discoverer  of  Anaesthesia  by  Etherization,  and  I 
trust  the  members  will  feel  that  they  are  and  will  be 
still  further  sustained  in  their  position,  for  I  intend  to 
repubhsh  all  my  evidence  forthwith,  which  will  leave  no 
ground  for  the  Morton  men  to  stand  upon. 

^^  How  Dr.  Jacob  Bigelow,  generally  esteemed  cau- 
tious, should  commit  himself  so  badly  is  beyond  my 
conception,  and  inconsistent  with  his  character.  If  I 
remember  his  article  in  the  ^  Advertiser '  correctly,  he 
says  "^  Morton  matured  and  revealed  the  discovery.' 
Why!  he  did  not  add  one  item  in  the  way  of  maturing 
it;  and  he  did  all  he  could  to  conceal  the  nature  of  the 
anaesthetic,  and  called  it  a  compound,  ^  Letheon ; '  and  he 
did  not  tell  Dr.  H.  J.  Bigelow  what  the  agent  was  at 
the  hospital  until  he  knew  that  I  had  written  to  Dr.  J. 
C.  Warren,  ten  days  before,  that  it  was  nothing  but 
pure  washed  ether,  and  that  I  would  send  Morton  to 
administer  it,  having  fully  instructed  him  for  the  pur- 
pose; for  I  was  obliged  by  contract  to  be  in  Maryland 
at  the  time  of  the  capital  operation  which  I  had  nego- 
tiated with  Dr.  Warren  to  perform. 

"  I  told  him  at  the  time,  at  the  Thursday  Evening 
Club,  what  the  agent  was;  but  he  wanted  it  in  writing 
and  wrote  to  me  for  it  the  next  day,  and  I  wrote  to  him 
all  about  it  and  left  the  letter  myself  at  his  house. 

^^  Dr.  Kneeland's  proposed  inscription  on  the  Morton 
monument  is  outrageous.  What  did  Morton  discover? 
The  French  Academy  decided  that  he  introduced  my 
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discovery  into  surgical  practice  under  my  directions, 
and  both  Morton  and  myself  accepted  their  award. 
They  awarded  to  me  the  Discovery  of  the  Anaesthetic 
Effect  produced  by  Ether,  and  the  Monthyon  prize  of 
twenty-five  hundred  francs,  and  the  same  sum  to-  Mor- 
ton for  its  Practical  Introduction,  ^  d'apres  les  indica- 
tions de  M.  Jackson ' ! 

"Will  Dr.  Kneeland  give  Morton  more  than  he 
claimed?" 

The  Secretary  read  a  communication,  illustrated  by 
drawings,  from  Prof.  T.  Lazarewitch,  of  Kharkhoff, 
Russia,  upon 

A  ISTEW   CLAMP    AND    OTHER    PECULIARITIES   IN   OVARI- 
OTOMY. 

[This  paper  was  published  in  the  Journal  of  the  Society  for  Augnst,  1870.] 

Prof.  Lazarewitch's  communication  was  listened  to 
with  interest,  and  the  importance  of  its  suggestions 
fully  acknowedged. 

A  communication  was  presented  from  Dr.  Tom  O. 
Edwards,  of  Lancaster,  Ohio,  entitled, 

INTRODUCTION  OF  A  HORSE-SHOE  PESSARY  (hODGE'S 
OPEN  lever)  into  THE  CAVITY  OF  THE  BLADDER, 
AND   ITS   REMOVAL   BY  FORCE. 

[Dr.  Edwards'  paper  was  published  in  the  Journal  of  the  Society  for  July, 
1870.] 

As  in  the  two  cases  already  reported  to  the  Society 
by  Dr.  Storer,  an  open-lever  pessary,  intended  for  the 
vagina,  had  been  carelessly  slipped  into  the  cavity  of 
the  bladder.  In  the  instance  now  communicated  by  Dr. 
Edwards  the  attendant  had  endeavored  to  conceal  his 
misfortune,  and  had  essayed  the  removal  of  the  pessary 
by  incision.    Finding  this  and  a  certain  amount  of  taxis 
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unsuccessful,  he  had  completed  the  removal  by  force, 
with  the  result  of  much  subsequent  sufiering,  and  a  per- 
sistent yesico-vaginal  fistula.  Dr.^  Edwards  draws  from 
the  increasing  frequency  of  the  accident  an  argument 
against  the  use  of  the  horse-shoe  pessary. 

Dr.  Storer  considered  this  view  of  the  subject  a  ten- 
able one.  Anything  that  could  deter  practitioners  from 
the  careless,  or  ignorant,  or  unnecessary,  employment 
of  pessaries,  was  so  far  an  advantage.  There  had  now 
occurred  four  cases  of  escape  of  the  open-lever  pessary 
into  the  cavity  of  the  bladder,  —  the  two  cases  re- 
ported by  himself,*  Dr.  Byford's,t  of  Chicago,  and 
this  one  of  Dr.  Edwards.  It  would  be  supposed  by 
many  that  the  accident  was  almost  an  impossible  one  to 
occur  in  skilful  hands.  This  was,  however,  a  mistake. 
In  the  two  cases  which  he  had  conducted,  the  previous 
attendants  were  gentlemen  familiar  with  their  art.  The 
truth  was  that  those  who  were  constantly  using  pessa- 
ries became  almost  too  exj^ert;  their  very  adroitness 
of  itself  engendered  a  species  of  carelessness.  It  was 
easy  to  see  how,  in  the  case  of  an  unmarried  woman, 
with  a  narrow  vulval  opening,  and  sensitive  at  that,  the 
point  of  one  of  the  lateral  rods  of  the  pessary  might 
become  engaged  within  the  orifice  of  the  urethra;  enter- 
ing a  short  distance  and  receiving  the  over-twist  mo- 
tion, or  semi-rotation,  it  might  easily  escape  from  the 
grasp  into  the  vesical  cavity.-  lie  believed  it  was  very 
much  easier  thus  to  introduce  than  to  remove  it,  and 
that,  as  he  had  indicated  when  putting  the  first  case  of  the 
accident  upon  record,  the  only  feasible  method  of  re- 
moval was  by  the  way  the  pessary  went  in,  through 
the  urethra.  Dr.  Byford's  case  received  additional 
interest  from  the  fact  that  the  patient  was  pregnant; 

♦  New  York  Medical  Record,  July  15,  1868.     This  Journal,  August,  1870,  p.  83. 
t  Chicago  Medical  Examiner.     December    18G9,  p.  729 
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the  pessary  remained  within  the  bladder  for  three  monthSj» 
and  was  finally  extracted  without  interfering  with  the 
progress  of  gestation. 

Dr.  Edwards,  in  his  report,  very  properly  exposed 
the  knavery  and  brutality  of  the  previous  attendant,  by 
whose  ignorance,  it  is  fair  to  suppose,  the  accident  had 
occurred.  As  to  the  proper  method  of  introduction  of 
the  horse-shoe  pessary.  Dr.  Storer  continued,  there 
was  a  frequent  want  of  understanding  upon  the  part 
of  physicians.  He  had  known  instances,  where,  instead 
of  introducing  one  limb  first  and  swinging  the  instru- 
ment by  semi-rotation  into  its  place,  the  cross-bar  had 
been  forced  squarely  in,  just  as  in  the  case  of  the  closed 
lever,  whereas  in  fact  the  largest  horse-shoe,  properly 
introduced,  could  easily  pass  through  an  opening  that 
would  not  admit  the  smallest  closed  lever,  as  was  seen 
in  these  bladder  cases. 

Dr.  Wheeler  had  known  one  of  the  horse-shoes  to 
be  introduced  by  tying  together  the  open  legs,  passing 
in  the  cone  thus  made,  and  then  cutting  the  limbs  apart 
again. 

The  Secretary  read  a  communication  from  Dr.  J.  H. 
Beech,  of  Coldwater,  Michigan,  upon 

ATRESIA  VAGIX^,  WITH  LOSS  OF  THE  BASE  OF  THE 
BLADDER  ANT>  URETHRA,  FROM  A  CARELESS  OPERA- 
TION  FOR   RETACSTED  MENSES. 

[Dr.  Beech's  paper  will  be  found  in  the  present  number  of  the  Journal.] 

Dr.  Storer  referred  to  the  great  interest  of  Dr.  Beech's 
case  in  connection  with  that  reported  by  Dr.  Edwards. 
In  both,  from  careless  surgery,  very  serious  results  had 
followed.  He  would  report  another,  of  very  similar 
character  and  equally  instructive;  it  being  one  of 
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COMPLETE    ATRESIA   VAGIX^    FOLLOWING  AN   OPERA- 
TION  FOR  VESICAL   CALCULUS. 

The  patient,  unmarried,  had  been  operated  upon  at 
the  Mass.  Gen.  Hospital  several  years  since  for  urinary 
calculus.  As  the  result,  he  did  not  like  to  say  of  the 
surgery,  for  that  had  undoubtedly  been  skilful,  the 
vagina  was  now  completely  obliterated.  The  climac- 
teric having  passed,  there  had  been  absent  the  symp- 
toms that  would  have  attended  the  condition  in  earlier 
life  before  the  menstrual  molimen  had  ceased. 

The  Secretary  read  a  communication  from  Dr.  Wm. 
H.  De  Camp,  of  Grand  Rapids,  Michigan,  a  committee 
of  his  State  Medical  Society  to  report  upon 

THE   REMEDIAL    SUBSTITUTES   FOR  BLOOD-LETTING, 

desiring  the  experience  of  members  regarding  the  use 
of  the  lancet  and  other  means  of  direct  depletion,  in 
acute  inflammatory  disease,  and  the  employment  of 
substitutes  for  them,  such  as  veratria,  gelsemmum, 
aconite,  etc. 

Dr.  Warner  was  very  glad  that  the  subject  had  been 
brought  before  the  Society.  He  only  wished  that  there 
were  time  to  devote  to  a  full  discussion  of  eveiy  point 
that  was  involved,  for  they  were  all  of  du*ect  and  prac- 
tical importance.  He  had  lately,  for  instance,  been 
called  to  a  very  well-marked  case  of  pelvic  cellulitis, 
which  had  been  previously  attended  by  one  of  the  prin- 
cipal homoeopaths  of  this  city,  who,  ridiculing  the  idea 
of  a  vaginal  examination,  had  pronounced  the  case,  and 
treated  it  as,  typhoid  fever.  There  is  little  doubt  but 
that  proper  treatment  might  have  arrested  or  mate- 
rially modified  the  disease. 

Dr.  Field  thought  that  the  first  attendant  had  only 
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been  true  to  one  of  the  cardinal  doctrines  of  his  faith; 
for,  if  it  be  the  fact  that  disease  is  but  the  total  of  all 
its  symptoms,  it  would  make  very  little  difference-  as  to 
an  exact  diagnosis;  typhoid  might  be  treated  for  cel- 
lulitis, or  cellulitis  for  typhoid. 

Dr.  Warner  was  satisfied  that  blood-letting  is  too  much 
neglected  at  the  present  day.  In  many  diseases  we 
have  no  remedies  that  can  take  its  place. 

Dr.  Lewis  had  been  brought  up  to  believe  this  doc- 
trine true,  and  he  had  not  yet  learned  to  think  it 
wrong. 

Dr.  Page  supposed  that  to  bleed  or  not  to  bleed  was 
in  great  measure  a  matter  of  fashion.  Many  physi- 
cians succumbed  to  the  views  of  others  for  just  this 
reason.  Many  years  ago  when  he,  Dr.  P.,  was  house 
surgeon  at  the  Massachusetts  General  Hospital,  the 
elder  Dr.  Warren,  in  commenting  upon  a  case,  stated 
that,  twenty  years  before,  he  should  have  ordered  blood 
to  be  drawn;  but  in  deference  to  the  professional  senti- 
ment of  the  time  he  should  prescribe  Epsom  Salts  in- 
stead. He  himself  had  frequently  bled,  and  had  never 
in  a  single  instance  regretted  it. 

Dr.  Warner  thought  Dr.  Page's  remark  that  physi- 
cians were  frequently  driven,  against  their  better  judg- 
ment, to  refuse  bleeding,  was  a  correct  one. 

Dr.  Storer  called  attention  to  the  allegations  that  had 
been  made  by  many  writers  and  practitioners  concern- 
ing the  so-called  changes  of  type  occurring  in  disease. 
He  thought  that  the  President  of  the  Society,  who 
had  lived  through  so  many  alterations  of  professional 
opinion,  might  afford  valuable  information  upon  this 
point. 

The  President,  Dr.  Lewis,  had  indeed  seen  many 
changes  of  opinion  upon  the  subject.     As  the  result 
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of  tliein  all,  he  would  still  bleed  for  acute  inflamma- 
tions. 

Dr.  Warner  believed  that  those  cases  where  bleeding 
was  not  employed  more  rapidly  became  asthenic  then 
those  in  which  it  was  resorted  to. 

Dr,  Lewis  considered  the  question  of  the  lancet,  or 
not,  to  be  purely  a  matter  of  fashion,  just  as  it  was  in 
the  case  of  leeches.  These  were  formerly  quite  an 
object  of  commerce,  large  sums  being  paid  as  duties 
upon  their  importation.  Now  they  were  very  seldom 
used,  at  least  in  this  region. 

Dr.  Warner  stated  that  they  were  still  very  fre- 
quently employed  at  the  AVest,  much  oftener  indeed 
in  New  York  city  than  here. 

Dr.  Page  believed  that  the  greatest  difference  between 
sthenic  and  asthenic  cases  existed  in  large  cities,  both 
here  and  in  Europe,  and  that  the  causes  of  this  were 
very  appreciable.  Fifteen  years  ago.  Dr.  Watson  said 
in  his  ^"  Practice,"  that  bleeding  was  much  better  borne 
formerly  than  then.  This  statement  was  undoubtedly 
owing  to  the  fact  that  in  his  younger  days  Dr.  Watson 
had  practised  in  the  country,  and  later,  at  the  time 
that  he  wrote  his  book,  in  London,  where  there  was  a 
lower  average  of  vital  power. 

Dr.  Field  remarked  that  Dr.  Watson  also  had  said 
that  early  in  life  he  had  been  bled  for  pneumonia,  with 
a  favorable  result,  but  that  later  he  would  not  allow  it, 
in  an  attack  of  the  same  disease,  because  of  his  views     1 
regarding  a  change  in  its  type. 

Dr.  Storer  thought  that  a  more  reasonable  objection 
would  have  been  in  the  statement  that  he  was  thirty 
years  older,  and  therefore  more  feeble,  as  he  was 
also  from  having  been  long  exposed  to  the  depressing 
influences  of  the  city. 

Dr.  Page  instanced  the   college  boating-men,  both 
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here  and  elsewhere,  who,  fresh  and  vigorous  and  toler- 
ant of  blood-letting  when  young,  were  unfit  subjects  for 
bleeding  when  they  became  older  and  engrossed  in 
professional  and  other  mental  work.  Their  constitu- 
tional difference  was  manifest  enough  in  the  case  of  a 
broken  limb. 

Dr.  Storer  referred  to  the  fact  that  artificial  diminu- 
tion of  the  quantity  of  any  fluid  did  not  necessarily 
change  its  quality,  and  that  in  cases  of  toxaemia  re- 
moval of  a  portion  of  the  diseased  blood  did  not  im- 
prove necessarily  the  character  of  that  remaining. 

With  reference  to  the  practical  application  of  the  prin- 
ciples that  had  been  discussed,  to  the  diseases  of 
women:  While  there  were  few  gynaecologists  that  did 
not  believe  in  local  blood-letting,  as  few  resorted  to  its 
general  abstraction,  except  in  very  exceptional  cases. 
In  a  much  larger  proportion  of  the  cases  presenting 
themselves  for  treatment,  there  was  anaemia  than  pleth- 
ora,—  and  anaemia  from  prolonged  and  exhaustive 
discharge,  not  necessarily  of  blood,  but  of  fluids  akin. 
Where  it  was  necessary  to  deplete,  it  was  aimed  to  pro- 
duce the  desired  effect  with  the  smallest  possible  actual 
loss  of  blood.  Leeches  were  now  but  seldom  applied 
in  this  part  of  the  country.  Their  employment  was 
tedious,  and,  if  used  within  the  vagina,  care  had  to  be 
taken  not  merely  to  keep  them  from  entering  the  uter- 
ine cavity,  but  that  they  only  attached  themselves  to  the 
cervix  and  not  to  the  vaginal  wall,  for  fear  of  excessive 
hemorrhage,  controllable  with  difficulty.  Local  deple- 
tion of  the  cervix  by  scarification  was  far  preferable, 
or  rather  by  puncturation, —  for  to  puncture,  and  some- 
what deeply,  was  better  than  to  superficially  incise  the 
mucous  membrane.  This,  however,  was  of  advantage 
in  hyperaemia  of  the  uterine  cavity,  and  the.  Society 
would  recall  the  paper  read  to  it  several  months  since 
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by  Dr.  Pinkham,  of  Lyim,  upon  the  subject."^  It  was 
often  of  advantage,  instead  of  blood-letting,  to  obtain 
a  free  discharge  of  serum  from  the  cervical  capillaries, 
by  the  application  of  glycerine,  as  suggested  by  Dr. 
Marion  Sims.  This  method  might  very  properly  be 
termed  salivation  of  the  cervix.  The  importance,  in 
reference  to  inflammations  of  the  uterus  and  ovaries, 
of  attending  to  any  form  of  rectal  disease  that  might 
be  i^resent,  should  not  be  forgotten.  Dr.  S.  believed 
that  in  many  instances  of  pelvic  cellulitis  and  parame- 
tritis the  disease  might  be  cut  short  if  properly  diag- 
nosticated, in  its  earlier  stages,  by  appropriate  anti- 
phlogistic treatment. 
Adjourned. 


THIRTY-SECOND  REGULAR  MEETING,  APRIL  19,  1870. 

The  thirty-second  regular  meeting  of  the  Society  was 
held  at  Hotel  Pelham,  on  the  evening  of  April  19th, 
1870,  the  President  in  the  chair.  Present,  Drs.  Lewis, 
"Warner,  Sullivan,  Bixby,  Field,  Campbell,  Martin,  and 
Storer;  and,  by  invitation,  Drs.  Deane,  of  Montague; 
and  Joel  Seaverns  and  A.  C.  Garratt,  of  Boston. 

The  records  of  the  last  meeting  were  read  and 
accepted. 

The  Secretary  read  letters  of  acceptance  of  their  elec- 
tion to  the  Society  from  Drs.  Thomas  More  Madden,  of 
Dublin;  D.  S.  Williams,  of  Freeland,  Md.;  and  James 
Jones,  of  ISTew  Orleans,  Corresponding  Members;  and 
Henry  Austin  Martin,  of  Boston  Highlands,  Active 
Member.  The  photograph  of  Dr.  B.  H.  Catlin,  of  Meri- 
den,  Ct.,  Corresponding  Member,  added  to  the  Society's 
collection,  was  exhibited,  and  the  following  donations 

♦  This  Journal,  July,  18G9,  p.  23,  and  August,  p.  85. 
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to  the  library  announced:  from  Prof.  Gluge,  of  Brus- 
sels, his  paper  upon  the  Operative  Treatment  of  Abscess 
of  the  Spleen;  from  Prof.  Henry  Miller,  of  Louisville, 
his  monograph  upon  Chronic  Inversion  of  the  Uterus  in 
its  Surgical  Kelations;  and  from  Profs.  Crede,  of  Leip- 
sic,  and  Spiegelberg,  of  Breslau,  the  first  volume  of 
their  new  and  very  elegant  "  Archiv  fur  Gynsekologie." 

The  Secretary  also  read  a  letter  from  the  latter  of 
these  gentlemen  relative  to  mutually  co-operative  action 
between  German  gynaecologists  and  members  of  the 
Boston  Society. 

Dr.  Campbell  reported  a  case  of 

OPERATION  FOR  LARGE  VAGIKAL  POLYPUS, 

and  exhibited  the  specimen,  which  was  dense,  elastic, 
and  perfectly  spherical  in  outline. 

"  On  the  10th  inst.  I  was  called  to  see  Mrs.  S.,  residing 
in  East  Boston,  married,  aged  forty-nine,  and  found  her 
suffering  severe  pain  in  the  region  of  the  uterus,  accom- 
panied with  considerable  hemorrhage  and  difficult  mic- 
turition.    Her  appearance  was  decidedly  anaemic. 

"  The  following  is  the  history  of  the  case  as  related  by 
the  patient :  — 

"She  enjoyed  perfect  health  until  seventeen  years 
ago  (eighteen  months  after  marriage),  when  she  gave 
birth  to  a  child  at  the  full  time.  She  was  attended  by 
an  irregular  practitioner,  who  compelled  her  to  assume 
the  upright  position  during  delivery,  her  husband  and 
others  supporting  her.  The  labor  was  very  severe  and 
protracted.  Immediately  after  the  birth  of  the  child,  the 
physician  (so  called)  told  her  that  the  womb  was  clos- 
ing and  the  after-birth  must  be  removed  at  once ;  and 
accordingly  he  passed  his  hand  into  the  uterus  and  for- 
cibly tore  away  a  portion  of  the  placenta,  stating  that 

15 
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the  remaining  portion  could  not  be  removed.  It  came 
away  in  small  fragments  at  various  times,  by  decompo- 
sition, five  months  elapsing  before  it  was  wholly  ex- 
pelled, during  which  time  her  life  was  despaired  of.  She 
was  unable  to  walk  without  assistance  for  nearly  three 
years.  She  has  had  more  or  less  hemorrhage  at  brief 
intervals  during  the  time  which  has  elapsed  since  her 
confinement.  She  has  also  had  severe  pain  in  back,  hips, 
and  uterus,  the  latter  being  of  a  bearing-down  charac- 
ter, which  led  her  to  suppose  she  had  falling  of  the 
womb.     She  had  also  some  leucorrhoeal  discharge. 

"  She  states  that  for  several  years  she  occasionally  felt 
a  tumor  pressing  down  between  the  labia,  which  she 
supposed  to  be  the  uterus.  On  the  day  I  was  called 
she  had  been  sufiering  very  severely,  and  attempting 
to  replace  what  she  supposed  to  be  the  uterus  aggra- 
vated her  sufiering  to  an  alarming  extent.  On  exami- 
nation, I  found  a  polypus  attached  to  the  inner  surface 
of  the  cervix,  and  advised  its  immediate  removal,  and,  on 
the  following  day.  Dr.  Logan,  who  rendered  all  neces- 
sary assistance,  etherized  the  patient.  I  applied  the 
ecraseur  and  removed  the  tumor  without  difficulty. 
"When  the  influence  of  the  ether  had  passed  away  the 
patient  complained  of  pretty  severe  smarting,  Avhich  was 
relieved  by  a  mild  opiate.  I  ordered  a  weak  solution 
of  carbolic  acid  to  be  thrown  into  the  vagina  two  or 
three  times  daily.  The  hemorrhage  ceased  immediately 
after  the  removal  of  the  polypus.  The  patient  is  free 
from  pain  and  is  able  to  walk  about  her  room,  and  has 
a  fair  prospect  of  enjoying  better  health  than  she  has 
done  for  many  years." 

Dr.  Storer  exhibited  another  large  vaginal  polypus, 
removed  by  him  since  the  last  meeting.  This  speci- 
men was  very  irregular  in  outline,  much  resembling  in 
aspect  a  large  Irish  potato,  almost  placental  in  consis- 
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tency,  and  yet  of  many  years'  standing.  It  was  at- 
tached by  one  of  its  lateral  aspects  just  within  the  os 
uteri,  which  it  largely  dilated,  and  it  almost  completely 
filled  the  vagina. 

The  Secretary  read  a  communication  from  Dr.  B.  H. 
Catlin,  of  Meriden,  Ct.,  a  Corresponding  Member,  upon 
certain 

ABERRATIONS   OF   GESTATION, 

of  much  interest  in  their  medico-legal  bearings. 

[Dr.  Catlin's  paper  was  published  in  the  Journal  of  the  Society  for  July, 
1870.] 

Dr.  Storer  remarked  upon  the  importance  of  records 
like  those  of  Dr.  Catlin,  towards  correcting  the  errone- 
ous notions  so  prevalent  concerning  miscalculations  as 
to  the  time  of  pregnancy  attained  by  patients,  and  the 
period  during  which  a  foetus  may  be  carried  without  its 
death  necessarily  occurring.  There  were  three  classes 
of  cases  especially,  about  which  there  had  been  much 
confusion  of  idea;  namely,  those  of  apparent  concep- 
tion before  the  first  establishment  of  the  menses,  those 
occurring  after  a  confinement,  seemingly  before  the 
catamenia  are  re-established,  and  those  taking  place 
after  the  climacteric  has  apparently  been  passed.  In 
each  of  these  groups  there  has  ordinarily  been  present 
a  colorless  periodical  leucorrhoea,  or  mucous  catamenia, 
the  accompaniment  of  as  effective  a  molimen,  so  far  as 
the  escape  of  an  ovum  from  a  ruptured  Graafian  vesicle 
was  concerned,  as  when  there  was  present  the  normal 
hemorrhagic  discharge.  He  had  seen  instances  of  the 
three  groups,  some  of  them  of  a  very  amusing  charac- 
ter. At  times,  as  might  be  supposed,  occurrences  of  the 
kind  referred  to  were  fatal  to  the  domestic  peace  of 
families. 
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The  Secretary  presented  from  Dr.  D.  D.  Spear,  of 
Kennebunk,  Me.,  a  Corresponding  Member,  his  report 
of  a  singular 

VAGIXAL    ANOMALY. 

Upon  making  a  digital  examination,  Dr.  S.  found  a 
reflected  fold  of  mucous  membrane  a  quarter  of  an  inch 
in  thickness  and  an  inch  or  more  in  breadth  attached 
longitudinally  to  the  anterior  wall  of  the  vagina,  and 
extending  from  near  the  meatus  urinarius  to  the  cer\'ix 
uteri,  with  the  posterior  border  free  in  the  vaginal  cavity. 
A  good  idea  of  the  condition  might  be  had  by  imagining 
the  vagina  divided  into  two  parts  by  a  septum  and  then 
this  sejitum  to  be  freed  by  the  knife  from  the  posterior 
wall  and  thus  left  hanging  to  the  anterior.  The  cause 
of  this  anomaly  he  was  unable  to  ascertain.  The  lady 
had  given  birth  to  children  without  unusual  diffi- 
culty. She  had  lately  had  several  miscarriages.  The 
uterus  occupied  its  normal  position,  and,  except  enlarge- 
ment of  the  cervix,  presented  nothing  uncommon.  None 
of  the  labors  had  been  instrumental,  and  in  the  history 
there  was  no  clue  to  the  cause  of  the  peculiarity.  It 
was  probably  purely  an  anatomical  one. 

The  Secretary  presented,  from  Dr.  W.  M.  James,  of 
"Whitesboro,  N.  Y.,  the  report  of  a  case  of 

ABDOMIXO-VAGIXAL   IMPALE^rEXT. 

[Dr.  James'  paper  was  published  in  this  Journal  for  September,  1870.] 

In  the  instance  reported  a  fork-handle  entered  the 
vagina,  passing  between  the  cervix  uteri  and  the  rec- 
tum until  it  struck  the  ninth  or  tenth  rib,  near  the  spi- 
nal column.     The  patient  recovered. 

Dr.  Garratt  reported  a  similar  case  under  his  own 
observation  several  years  since. 
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It  was  that  of  a  fine,  healthy  girl,  nearly  ten  years  old, 
of  very  respectable  family,  who  resided  in  Marshfield, 
while  Dr.  G.  was  in  general  practice.  This  child  fell  so 
as  to  drive  the  top  or  pommel  of  an  old-fashioned  low 
chair  into  her  vagina,  and  immediately  fell  over  upon 
the  floor  insensible,  thus  fastened  to  the  foreign  body. 
It  was  with  much  difficulty  that  the  women  of  the  house 
extracted  this  firmly  fixed  shaft.  It  appears  that  the 
girl  was  standing  in  a  rocking-chair  at  the  time,  and 
while  playing  with  a  younger  child  she  was  thrown  or 
sprang  backward  so  as  to  light  astride  this  hard  wood 
upright  post,  which  was  just  behind  her.  The  hemor- 
rhage was  inconsiderable,  but  the  nervous  shock  was 
very  great.  She  was  convulsed  repeatedly,  and  several 
physicians  were  sent  for.  The  distance  Dr.  G.  had  to  go 
was  nine  miles.  The  wound  was  dressed  as  if  after  a  siu^- 
gical  operation,  by  keeping  within  the  vagina  pledgets  of 
soft  linen  saturated  with  a  dilute  chlorinated  soda  wash, 
replacing  them  morning  and  evening,  and  in  a  few 
weeks  she  was  well. 

At  the  time  of  the  accident  the  hymen  and  perineum 
were  found  to  be  lacerated,  and  all  the  parts  terribly 
swollen  and  inflamed.  The  length  of  the  post  that 
entered  was  three  and  a  quarter  inches  to  the  crossbar, 
and  the  women  said  it  was  firmly  fastened  close  up 
against  the  pubic  bone.  The  top  of  the  pommel  was  like 
a  ball  or  acorn,  and  there  were  deep  rings  or  creases 
also  for  ornament,  and  it  was  about  one  inch  and  a  quar- 
ter in  diameter.  The  quick,  forcible  entrance  of  this 
uneven  piece  of  wood,  and  the  pulling  of  it  out  were 
what  tore  the  child  very  terribly,  almost  beyond  descrip- 
tion. The  accident  occurred  in  1848,  and  now  within 
two.  years  Dr.  G.  had  heard  that  the  girl  had  grown  up 
in  good  health,  was  married,  and  has  children.. 

Dr.  Storer  remarked  ujpon  the  very  great  interest  of 
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the  cases  now  reported,  in  connection  with  the  discns- 
sion  ah-eady  held  by  the  Society  upon  the  subject.*  Dr. 
James'  case  was  in  some  respects  very  Uke  that  of  Dr. 
Sargent,  of  Worcester,  reported  by  Dr.  J.  B.  S.  Jack- 
son, and  Di*.  Garratt's  resembled  that  brought  to  the 
notice  of  the  Society  by  Dr.  Bixby.  Dr.  Garratt's  case 
was  particularly  interesting  from  the  fact  that  his  pa- 
tient had  subsequently  borne  children.  He  would  like 
to  ask  the  gentleman  whether  there  had  been  any  espe- 
cial trouble  or  delay  in  her  labors  froQi  the  cicatrices 
ensuing  upon  the  accident. 

Dr.  Garratt  had  received  no  information  upon  this 
point. 

Dr.  Garratt  read  the  account  of  a  case  of 

Atresia  vagix^  and  absence  of  the  uterus. 

[Dr.  Garratt's  paper  was  published  iu  this  Journal  for  September,  1870.] 

Dr.  Storer  remarked  upon  the  great  assistance  during 
the  examination  by  him  of  Dr.  Garratt's  patient  afforded 
by  Dr.  AVarner's  suggestion  of  rui^turing  the  sphincter 
ani,  for  the  purpose  not  merely  of  increasing  the  ease 
of  rectal  manipulation  and  allowing  the  readier  entrance 
of  two  fingers  into  that  canal,  but  of  allowing  an  upward 
displacement  of  the  anus  itself,  thus  extending  the  field 
of  exploration  some  two  inches  higher  than  could  be 
possible  in  any  other  way,  —  indeed,  with  the  catheter 
ill  the  bladder  for  counterpressure,  giving  a  perfect 
control  for  internal  diagnostic  purposes  of  the  whole 
brim  of  the  pelvis,  —  a  feat  probably  never  before  ac- 
complished in  a  similar  case.  The  very  great  practical 
importance  of  this  new  aid  to  direct  and  diflerential 
diagnosis,  in  very  many  instances  of  obscure  disease, 
could  not  be  overestimated. 

•  See  this  Journal,  Soplcmber,  18C9,  p.  132. 
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Dr.  Storer  had  seen  but  three  other  cases  of  ab- 
sence of  the  uterus.  It  would  have  been  noticed  that 
when  the  young  lady  was  first  sent  to  him  by  Dr.  Gar- 
ratt,  he  had  not  thought  it  necessary  to  institute  a  per- 
sonal examination,  inasmuch  as  none  of  the  rational 
symptoms  of  retention  of  the  menses  had  ever  been 
present.  The  fact  that  there  was  atresia  vaginsB  was 
first  ascertained  by  Dr.  Garratt. 

Dr.  Field  had  seen  a  single  instance  of  absence  of  the 
uterus.  In  this  case  there  was  an  absence  of  hair  upon 
the  vulval  and  pubic  regions,  as  wrell  as  of  the  mam- 
mary glands.  ' 

Dr.  Garratt  exhibited  and  demonstrated  the  method 
of  working,  as  well  as  the  superiority  for  gynaecological 
purposes,  of  his 

NEW  ELECTRODES. 

Dr.  G.  prefaced  his  demonstration  by  the  following 
remarks :  — 

^'  To  the  question,  ^  In  what  manner  do  we  apply  elec- 
tricity in  atony,  amenorrhoea,  or  nervous  debility,'  I 
reply,  mainly  by  a  given  method  through  level,  fine 
sjponge  electrodes,  using  as  much  of  a  current  usually  as 
the  patient  can  conveniently  bear  of  the  galvano-mag- 
netico-electricity  (simply  the  usual  current  of  the  ordi- 
nary cup  and  coil  machine).  Believe  me,  one  of  the 
greatest  obstacles  to  the  scientific,  artistic,  and  more 
frequent  resort  to  electricity  in  some  form  as  a  therapeu- 
tic agent,  is  the  want  of  suitable  electrodes.  This  may 
seem  like  a  small  point;  but  I  assure  you  that,  on  the 
contrary,  it  is  a  most  important  one.  No  conveniently 
adapted  electrodes  for  these  purposes  ever  come  with 
such  machines.  I  have  long  and  often  urged  the  impor- 
tance of  this  thing  upon  machme-makers,  but  their  reply 
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is  that  they  are  difficult  to  make.  Yet  much  of  my  own 
success  is  due  to  the  practical  electrodes  I  now  show 
you,  and  to  others  also,  of  my  own  invention.  But  those 
of  this  particular  shape  and  make  are  of  most  general 
use  in  my  own  practice,  and  can  be  safely  recommended 
to  the  profession  generally.  You  perceive  how  readily 
they  can  be  attached  to  or  detached  from  the  conduc- 
tors without  any  sort  of  binding  screw.  They  are  made 
somewhat  in  the  shape  of  a  table-spoon,  of  hard  rubber, 
polished,  and  lined  with  metal.  The  cup  or  bowl  of  each 
is  filled,  a  little  more  than  even  full,  with  close,  fine 
sponge,  which  is  stitched  fast  only  about  the  edges,  and 
can  be  replaced  from  time  to  time."^  One  pair  of  these 
should  be  with  every  electric  apparatus,  and  they  can 
be  had,  by  designating  ^  Garrottes  Spoon  Electrodes^  of 


Leach  &  Greene,  Codman  &  Shurtleff,  or  T.  Hall,  in 
Boston. 

"  The  method  for  a  general  nerve  tonic  can  be  fol- 
lowed out  either  while  the  patient  is  sitting  in  the  office 
or  lying  upon  a  lounge  or  bed  at  home,  since  these 
electrodes  can  be  passed  up  or  down  the  body  or  limb, 
underneath  the  clotldng,  as  readily  as  the  hand  of  the 
operator.  Thus  the  negative  should  be  planted  first  at 
the  umbilicus,  while  the  positive  is  applied  and  moved 
slowly,  every  few  seconds,  in  a  gliding  manner,  over  the 
region  of  the  vital  organs,  the  al)domen,  back  and  sides, 
the  loins  and  the  thighs.  Next,  plant  the  positive  in 
the  middle  of  the  lumbar  portion  of  the  spine,  and  apply 
as  before  upward  and   downward  over  the  body  the 

♦  Seo  Figaro  89  in  Dr.  G.'s  work,  entitled  Eloctro-Tlicrapcutics. 


1870.]  Proceedings  of  the  Society.  233 

negative  sponge,  in  all  occupying  some  ten  or  fifteen 
minutes.  Just  before  closing  the  sitting,  a  i^eculiarly 
good  effect  is  produced  by  taking  one  electrode  in  each 
hand  and  applying  them  in  the  same  gliding  manner 
close  about  each  other,  so  as  to  move  from  region  to  re- 
gion without  taking  them  off  from  the  skin.  This  latter 
procedure  may  occupy  some  three  to  five  minutes  more, 
which  in  some  cases  may  be  also  well  followed  by  deep- 
shampooing." 

Dr.  Storer,  from  repeated  observation  of  Dr.  Garratt's 
skilful  application  of  the  new  electrodes  upon  patients 
of  his  own  in  consultation,  could  testify  to  their  great 
efficacy. 

Dr.  Warner  could  do  the  same,  and  he  reported  a 
case  where,  by  pursuing  the  treatment  in  accordance  with 
Dr.  Garratt's  advice,  obstinate  constipation,  in  a  young 
lady  in  a  condition  of  peculiarly  marked  general  nervous 
atony,  was  quickly  and  completely  overcome. 

Dr.  Sullivan  reported  a  case  of 

MEMBRANOUS  DYSMEISTORRHCEA  BEIS^EFITED  BY  THE 
ACID  ]SriTRATE  OF  MERCURY  TO  THE  UTERIXE 
CAVITY. 

Mrs.  S.,  aged  twenty-two,  American,  married  a  year 
and  a  half  ago,  florid  complexion,  robust  figure,  in  short 
an  uncommonly  healthy-looking  young  lady,  early  in 
January  consulted  Dr.  S.  for  intense  dysmenorrhoea. 

Menstruation  was  established  at  fourteen,  and  for 
several  months  the  function  was  performed  without 
pain  or  other  morbid  concomitant.  Soon  after,  in  con- 
sequence of  wetting  the  feet  and  ankles  in  melting 
snow,  she  was  attacked  with  profuse  leucorrhoea,  fol- 
lowed by  dysmenorrhoea,  Avhich  had  lasted,  with  greater 
or  less  severity,  until  the  present  date. 
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Digital  examination  revealed  an  indurated  and  en- 
gorged cervix,  a  jiatulous,  everted,  and  granular  os,  and 
hyperiiesthesia.  The  sound  disclosed  relaxation  of  the 
OS  internum,  and  an  extremely  sensitive  condition  of  the 
fundus. 

The  acid  nitrate  of  mercury  freely  applied  to  the  mu- 
cous membrane  of  the  everted  labia  uteri,  cervical  ca- 
nal, and  fundus,  gave  such  relief  that  menstruation  had 
been  performed  without  the  least  suifering  for  three  suc- 
cessive periods  following  the  second  application  of  that 
agent.  Under  appropriate  treatment  the  leucorrha3a 
disappeared,  and  the  general  health  improved  pari 
passu. 

Dr.  Sullivan  having  incidentally  spoken  of  the  use  of 
minute  doses  of 

IPECAC   AS   AN   ANTI-NAUSEANT, 

Dr.  Martin  mentioned  that  Prof.  Jacob  Bigelow,  of  this 
city,  many  years  since  derided  a  student  for  speaking 
favorably  of  such  treatment,  in  entire  forgetfulness  that 
he  hunself,  in  his  ^^  Sequel,"  then  used  as  a  text-book  at 
the  medical  school,  had  endorsed  the  practice.  The  use 
of  minute  doses  of  ijDccac  to  counteract  nausea  is  com- 
mon enough  among  physicians  abroad,  but  strikes  every 
one  as  a  novelty  when  resorted  to  here  at  home. 

Dr.  Field  had  lately  seen  the  same  method  of  employ- 
ing the  drug  recommended  by  Anstie,  in  his  "  Practi- 
tioner," and  had  himself  since  then  resorted  to  it  with 
benefit. 

Dr.  Sullivan  had  used  very  weak  doses  of  ipecac  as 
an  anti-nauseant  for  twenty-one  years,  following  Dr. 
Bigelow's  suggestion,  alluded  to  above  by  Dr.  Martin. 

Dr.  AVarner  had  known  it  to  be  employed  many  years 
ago  at  the  West. 
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Dr.  Garratt  had  learned  of  it  long  since  from  the  late 
Dr.  Benjamin  Thaxter,  when  meeting  him  in  consulta- 
tion with  Dr.  Howe,  of  Weymouth. 

Dr.  Field  stated  that  the  practice  commented  upon 
was  not  to  be  taken  as  in  any  sense  an  argument  for 
homoeopathy.  He  had  seen  equal  benefit  from  very 
large  doses  of  ipecac,  varying  from  gr.  x.  of  the  pow- 
der to  5  ss.,  often  repeated,  in  irritations  of  the  intesti- 
nal canal,  particularly  in  dysentery.  These  doses  he 
had  employed  at  the  suggestion  of  a  medical  friend  in 
Cincinnati. 

Dr.  Martin  reminded  the  members  that  at  the  time  of 
the  first  use  of  ipecac  in  Europe  it  was  known  as  the 
anti-dysenteric  root.  Its  employment  for  the  treatment 
of  that  disease  at  the  present  time  was  only  one  of  the 
instances,  so  frequent  in  the  history  of  medicine,  of  the 
revival  from  time  to  time  of  old  remedies  for  special 
indications.  Similarly,  the  late  Prof.  John  Ware,  when 
lecturing  many  years  ago  upon  anti-mercurials,  men- 
tions chlorate  of  potass  among  the  rest,  as  at  that 
time  in  very  common  use. 

Dr.  Garratt  asked  if  the  use  of  ipecac  was  not  more 
indicated  for  chronic  dysentery  than  for  acute.  He 
related  a  case  of  the  former,  where  the  result  obtained 
from  the  drug  had  been  very  striking. 

Dr.  Campbell  had  had  a  similar  experience. 

Dr.  Martin  detailed  a  series  of  very  remarkable  re- 
sults obtained  by  him,  from  copaiba  and  turpentine, 
in  army  dysentery,  during  the  war. 

Dr.  Warner,  Chairman  of  the  Committee  to  consider 
the  conflicting  claims  of  the  respective  claimants  of 

THE   DISCOVERY   OF   PKACTICAL    A]S^^STHESIA, 

announced  the  presence  of  a  gentleman  competent  to 
give   valuable   evidence  upon  the  subject.     He  intro- 
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duced  to  the  Society  Mr.  Joseph  Wales,  of  New  Bed- 
ford, a  brother-iii-hiw  of  the  hite  Dr.  Horace  Wells,  of 
Hartford,  Ct. 

The  remarks  of  Mr.  Wales  upon  the  early  history  of 
anaesthesia  were  listened  to  with  deep  interest,  and  the 
expectation  that  he  expressed  that  Dr.  AVells'  memory, 
as  identified  with  anaesthesia,  now  about  being  redeemed 
by  a  monument  at  Hartford,  to  be  erected  by  the  citi- 
zens of  Connecticut,  might  also  be  vindicated  by  the 
endorsement  of  his  claims  by  the  American  Medical 
Association  at  its  coming  meeting,  seemed  to  meet  with 
general  favor. 

Upon  motion,  the  Committee  upon  the  Discovery  of 
Practical  Ana3Sthesia  were  directed  to  carefully  investi- 
gate the  claims  of  Dr.  Horace  Wells  to  priority  in  this 
matter,  and,  if  possible,  to  report  at  the  ensuing  meet- 
ing, with  instructions  also,  if  the  result  should  prove 
favorable  to  the  claim  of  Dr.  Wells,  to  telegraph  the 
fact  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Society,  if  at  the  time  in 
Washington. 

Dr.  Storer  called  attention  to  the  fact  that  there  were 
certain  matters  hiitiated  by,  or  otherwise  interesting  to, 
the  Society  which  should  come  before  the  American 
Medical  Association  at  its  coming  session  in  May. 
These  were 

I.  The  Memorial  of  the  Society  in  behalf  of  a  proper 
system  of  instruction  in  gyna3cology  at  American  Medi- 
cal Colleges.  This  was  presented  at  the  last  meeting 
of  the  Association,  and  upon  motion  of  Dr.  iS^.  S.  Da- 
vis, a  Professor  at  Chicago,  its  discussion,  in  the  absence 
of  any  member  of  the  Society,  had  been  postponed. 

H.  The  action  of  the  Society  condemnatory  of  the 
resolution  passed  by  the  Association  last  year  relative 
to  the  insertion  of  their  cards  in  medical  journals  by 
special  practitioners;  and, 
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III.  The  discriminative  and  prohibitory  tariff  laid 
upon  the  graduates  of  all  other  medical  colleges,  save 
Harvard,  in  the  matter  of  admission  to  the  Massachu- 
setts Medical  Society. 

Upon  motion,  the  Secretary  was  directed  to  bring 
these  several  matters,  in  behalf  of  the  Society,  to  the 
attention  of  the  Association,  presenting  the  latter  of 
them  by  a  formal  memorial,  to  be  signed  by  himself  and 
the  President. 

IS^ominations  were  referred  to  the  Committee  upon 
Membership. 

The  President  appointed  Drs.  Field  and  Martin  dele- 
gates to  the  American  Medical  Association. 

Adjourned. 


THE    OBJECTS   AND    METHODS   OF  RECORDING    CASES 
IN   GYNiECOLOGICAL  PRACTICE. 

By  Joseph  G.  Pinkham,   Lynn,    late   Professor  of  Chemistry  in  Berkshire 

Medical  College. 

[Read  before  the  Society,  July  19,  1870.] 

Physicians  already  very  generally  recognize  the 
great  importance  of  systematically  recording  their 
cases.  It  is  my  desire  to  induce  a  more  effectual  car- 
rying out  in  practice  of  the  principles  which  they  al- 
ready hold. 

The  objects  to  be  gained  in  making  systematic  rec- 
ords of  gynaecological  cases  are  threefold,  having 
reference  to  the  patient,  the  physician  himself,  and  the 
profession  at  large.  < 

The  patient's  interests  are  always  to  be  considered 
paramount  to  all  others.  The  alleviation  of  her  suffer- 
ings is  the  great  end  of  all  our  study  and  all  our  labor. 


238  The  Eecording  [Oct., 

How  can  her  welfare  be  promoted  by  a  careful  and  de- 
tailed record  of  her  case?  In  several  ways.  1st.  Such 
a  record  gives  the  physician  a  more  exact  and  compre- 
hensive view  of  her  condition,  and  renders  it  more 
probable  that  his  diagnosis  and  general  line  of  treat- 
ment will  be  correct.  2d.  It  aids  the  physician's  mem- 
ory, and  ob\aates  the  necessity  of  asking  at  each  visit 
tiresome  questions,  often  asked  before,  which  are  so 
frequently  a  source  of  annoyance  to  the  patient,  and 
tend  to  weaken  her  confidence  by  giving  the  impression 
that  her  case  is  not  fully  understood  and  borne  in 
mind. 

Uterine  diseases  are  so  complex  in  their  character, 
and  so  variously  associated  with  both  functional  and 
organic  disturbances  in  other  parts  of  the  system,  that 
it  is  difficult  for  a  common  mind  to  grasp  the  whole  at 
once,  without  opportunity  for  more  mature  study  and 
reflection  than  can  be  indulged  in  during  the  brief  time 
usually  employed  in  making  an  examination.  In  f\ict, 
I  do  not  believe  that  any  mind,  ordinary  or  extraordi- 
nary, can  arrive  at  a  proper  understanding  of,  and  treat 
successfully,  such  cases  as  we  generally  meet  with  in 
this  department  of  practice,  without  having  first  gone 
carefully  over  the  whole  ground,  examining  and  asking 
questions  about  every  part  of  the  body,  and  then  reason- 
ing from  the  data  thus  acquired  to  valuable  conclusions 
concerning  diagnosis  and  the  remedial  measures  to  be 
employed.  This,  in  truth,  is  presumed  to  be  done  by 
every  judicious  practitioner.  But  where  does  he  keep 
the  account  of  his  case?  Chiefly  in  his  memory,  which, 
being  often  treacherous,  must  at  times  fail  him,  and 
lead  to  error  and  confusion.  Many  serious  mistakes, 
compromising  the  health  and  safety  of  patients,  have 
unquestionably  arisen  from  the  careless  habits  which 
prevail  so  extensively  among   medical   men.     It  is  a 
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positive  duty  for  all  who  engage  in  the  practice  of  gyn- 
aecology, beset  as  it  is  with  j^erils  on  every  side,  to  take 
every  precaution  against  accident,  even  if  in  doing  it 
they  are  obliged  to  double  their  activity. 

With  respect  to  the  physician,  whatever  benefits  his 
patient  benefits  him ;  in  that  it  increases  his  reputation, 
gives  him  the  confidence  of  the  community,  and  en- 
larges his  sphere  of  usefulness.  But  for  a  still  greater 
reason  than  this  is  it  for  his  interest  to  record  his  cases ; 
for  by  this  means  he  is  able  to  profit  by  his  own  expe- 
rience as  he  could  in  no  other  way.  Every  man  is  the 
architect  of  his  own  professional  character.  He  may 
learn  what  others  can  teach  him, — that  is,  he  may  re- 
ceive facts  and  principles  into  his  mind;  but  he  must 
make  them  his  in  another  sense  before  they  can  be  of 
any  real  value.  He  must  put  them  into  practice.  Here  is 
just  where  the  novice  often  finds  himself,  at  sea  when 
he  supposed  he  was  on  dry  land.  There  is  no  possible 
way  for  a  man  to  become  skilful  in  his  trade  or  profes- 
sion, but  by  working  in  it  and  through  it.  This  is 
especially  true  in  gynsecology.  The  tactus  eruditus  can- 
not be  acquired  except  by  the  tactus  frequens,  Vision 
repeated  once  and  again  can  only  make  familiar  to  the 
mind  the  appearance  of  the  normal  or  diseased  cervix 
uteri.  A  thousand  symptoms  and  conditions  not  fully 
described  in  the  books  are,  at  every  turn,  coming  up 
before  the  busy  practitioner,  and  educating  him  as  noth- 
ing else  can. 

But  one  man  will  learn  more  from  a  single  case  than  an- 
other will  from  a  hundred.  It  is  not  altogether  the  amount 
of  disease  which  passes  under  a  physician's  observation 
that  gives  him  knowledge  and  skill.  A  hospital  nurse 
looks  at  as  many  cases  of  illness  as  the  attending  phy- 
sician, but  he  does  not  thereby  become  as  wise,  for  his 
mind  has  not  been  trained  to  think  and  compare.     How 


240  The  Recording  [Oct.,     ^ 

many  physicians  are  mere  nnrses,  looking  at  disease 
without  seeing  it,  prescribing  this  or  that  drug  because 
this  or  that  authority  has  said  it  was  good  for  such  a 
case,  —  never  rising  to  the  dignity  of  original  thought     '\ 
and  investigation!     These  men  are  the  dead  weights      : 
on  the  neck  of  our  profession,  degrading  it  to  the  level      ' 
of  charlatanry,  and  perpetuating  the  reign  of  false  med-      | 
ical  ideas  among  the  people.     "Having  eyes  they  see      \ 
not,    having   ears   they   hear   not,"   the   things  which      ; 
pertain  to  the  physical  redemption  of  mankind.     One 
case  well  studied  is  of  far  greater  advantage  than  many     i 
carelessly  observed.   Nay,  further,  it  is  positively  harm-     \ 
ful  to  slur  over  gynaecological  cases,  for  it  engenders     S 
bad  habits   of  thought   and   makes   the    chaos   which     \ 
already  exists  tenfold  worse  confounded.    Our  greatest     i 
men  have  been  accustomed  to  make  accurate  records  of     I 
their  cases;  and  to  this  fact  in  a  large  measure  we  may 
ascribe  their  greatness.     But  the  majority  say  that  they 
have  no  time  for  such  work.     This  is  ever  the  com-     j 
plaint  of  indolence  and  incapacity.     The  busiest  find      '; 
time.      The   illustrious  man,  whose  death  this  Society      \ 
and  the  whole  civilized  world  have  been  called  on  so      \ 
recently  to   mourn,  although   in  all  probability  doing      i 
five  times  the  professional  work  of  ordinary  men,  yet      ' 
found  time  to  make  elaborate  reports  of  his  cases,  and     j 
to  write  volumes  from  his   experience.     Witness   the     | 
large  works  on  the  book-shelves  before  you.    Diligence     * 
and    energy  are    specific   remedies   for   the   lack-time 
disease. 

But  the  profession  at  large,  and,  as  a  direct  result, 
the  community,  will  ultimately  be  the  chief  gainers 
from  this  labor  of  the  scientific  physician.  Clinical 
experience  is  the  foundation  of  all  permanent  progress 
in  medicine.  The  theories  and  discoveries  of  pure 
science,  so  called,  are  of  little  value  at  the  bedside,  save 
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as  indicating  in  a  general  way  the  direction  in  which 
truth  lies.  The  chemist,  in  his  laboratory,  supplements 
the  work  of  nature  in  furnishing  compounds  that  may 
act  as  medicines.  But  here  his  labor  ends,  and  that  of 
the  physician  begins.  Guthrie  discovers  chloroform, 
but  it  lies  packed  away  on  his  shelf,  unheard  of,  save 
by  a  few  men  of  science,  until  the  active  brain  of  Simp- 
son conceives  the  idea,  and  his  brave  heart  makes  avail- 
able for  mankind  the  fact  that  it  is  a  valuable  anses- 
thetic.  The  histologist  with  his  microscope  ascertains 
certain  ultimate  facts  of  physiology  and  pathology. 
From  them  he  may  make  suggestions  to  the  physician; 
but  the  latter,  following  his  own  methods,  must  verify, 
disprove,  or  modify  the  theories  of  the  former,  before 
they  can  be  of  any  use  in  the  management  of  disease. 
Not  the  mere  anatomist,  nor  the  mere  chemist,  nor  the 
mere  physiologist,  is  the  true  physician,  but  he  who, 
gathering  knowledge  from  every  source,  appUes  that 
knowledge  directly  to  the  cure  and  prevention  of 
disease.  The  record  of  his  experience  constitutes  the 
literature  proper  of  our  profession.  Since  Hippocrates, 
some  such  record  has  been  kept.  Had  it  not  been  for 
this  fact,  knowledge  would  have  been  merely  traditional, 
as  in  the  earlier  ages  of  the  world,  and  each  generation 
starting  from  nearly  the  same  point  as  its  predecessors, 
very  little  true  progress  could  have  been  made.  The 
methods  of  observing  and  recording  have  always  been 
more  or  less  imperfect;  and  to  this  circumstance  we  must 
attribute  a  large  share  of  the  uncertainty  which  pre- 
vails in  our  therapeutics.  In  the  light  of  a  searching 
analysis  of  many  cases  carefully  observed  and  recorded, 
a  false  theory  could  not  hope  to  stand  a  moment.  Who 
supposes  that  if  the  professional  mind  had  been  properly 
trained  to  see  and  think,  the  old  weapon — ointment, 
disgusting  medicaments  of  excrement  and  dead  men's 
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bones,  Perkins'  Tractors,  or  the  measureless  modern 
folly  of  homoeopathy  would  have  gained  such  wide  pop- 
ularity? 

There  is  great  need  of  labor  in  gynaecology.  All 
must  acknowledge  that  uterine  pathology  and  therapeu- 
tics are  in  an  unsatisfactory  condition.  The  greater 
number  are  unable  to  make  a  respectable  diagnosis  in 
the  various  diseased  states  of  the  female  pelvic  organs, 
and  none  except  a  few  skilled  specialists  have  either 
the  requisite  knowledge  or  patience  to  treat  them  suc- 
cessfully, even  after  a  correct  diagnosis  has  been  made. 
It  requires  learning,  experience,  fidelity,  and,  I  may  say, 
enthusiasm,  to  battle  with  the  opposing  forces,  internal 
and  external,  in  the  practice  of  gynaecology.  How 
shall  the  mountains  be  levelled  and  the  rough  places 
made  smooth  but  by  the  combined  and  organized  ef- 
fort of  those  who  have  entered  this  field  of  labor?  In 
no  other  way,  I  dare  assert.  Let  us  suppose  that  every 
uterine  specialist  and  especialist  in  the  country  should 
record,  study  carefully  in  the  light  of  recent  science, 
and  analyze  twenty-five  cases  in  each  year,  —  then  pub- 
lish either  the  whole  series  entire,  or  a  summarv  of  the 
most  important  facts  and  deductions,-— how  long  would 
it  be  before  a  mass  of  reliable  statistics  would  be  ob- 
tained, sufficient,  when  properly  handled,  to  settle  many 
disputed  points?  How  long  before  such  an  illumina- 
tion would  be  shed  upon  the  obscure  pathology  and 
foggy  therapeutics  of  uterine  disease,  as  to  dispel  all 
the  darkness  and  make  daylight  for  us  to  work  in? 

The  Gynaecological  Society  of  Boston  is  the  pio- 
neer institution  of  its  kind  in  the  country.  Although 
young,  its  influence  is  already  widely  felt.  Upon  it 
may  devolve  the  arduous  but  magnificent  task  of  res- 
cuing uterine  specialism  from  the,  I  had  almost  said, 
merited  obloquy  under  which  it  has  rested  in  this  part 
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of  the  land,  and  of  raising  it  to  the  dignity  of  being  the 
most  honored  as  well  as  the  most  beneficent  profession 
into  which  a  man  can  enter.  For  the  sake  of  the  suf- 
fering sisterhood  let  us  hope  that  it  may  be  so,  and  that 
the  members  of  this  Society,  and  all  others,  may  allow 
neither  selfish  pecuniary  interest  nor  mental  sloth  to 
interfere  with  the  high  duty  which  they  owe  to  human- 
ity. The  work  cannot  be  done  by  a  few  leading  minds 
alone.  Instead  of  one  trained  observer,  we  want  a 
thousand;  instead  of  a  dozen  fighting  men,  a  whole 
army.  The  services  of  the  ordinary  practitioner,  as 
well  as  those  of  the  expert,  are  here  requisite.  The 
errors  and  uncertainties  which  prevail  in  our  therapeu- 
tics, the  shameless  quackery  of  the  outside  rabble,  and 
the  scepticism  of  intellectual  men  the  world  over,  will 
all  be  dissipated  when  the  great  body  of  the  profession, 
rightly  observing  and  reasoning,  shall  labor  together  on 
some  uniform  and  systematic  plan  for  the  advancement 
of  the  great  cause.  Some  of  the  problems  which  we 
may  hope  in  time  to  see  solved  in  this  way  are :  — 

I.  The  exact  pathology  and  etiology  of  the  various 
morbid  conditions  of  the  uterus  which  bear  the  names 
of  chronic  inflammation,  congestion,  engorgement,  in- 
duration, etc. 

II.  The  relative  frequency  and  importance  of  cervical 
as  distinguished  from  corporeal  disease  of  the  womb. 

III.  The  precise  relations,  or  interdependence,  of 
uterine  disease  and  insanity,  dyspepsia,  anaemia,  hys- 
teria, and  various  other  diseases  of  a  general  charac- 
ter. 

IV.  The  causes,  frequency,  and  importance  of  dis- 
placements of  the  uterus,  and  the  value  of  pessaries  in 
their  treatment. 

V.  The  methods  of  determining  ovarian  disease  in 
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its  incipiency,  and  if  it  is  then  amenable  to  medical  as 
distinguished  from  surgical  treatment. 

YI.  The  best  way  of  curing  the  "  incm^able  "  diseases 
of  the  womb. 

VII.  The  direct  effect  of  remedies,  other  than  local, 
upon  leucorrhoeas,  tumors,  etc. 

YIII.  The  propriety  of  certain  heroic  surgical  pro- 
cedures, such  as  ablation  of  the  uterus. 

IX.  Intra-uterine  medication,  its  advantages  and 
dangers. 

X.  The  influence  of  the  various  forms  of  uterine 
disease  upon  the  products  of  conception. 

Many  other  subjects  that  require  investigation  might 
be  mentioned;  but  I  have  given  a  sufficient  number  for 
illustration. 

The  methods  in  which  clinical  records  may  be  kept, 
are  three :  — 

1.  By  writing  them  down  wholly  from  memory  after 
the  events  have  taken  place.  This  is  so  obviously  a 
som^ce  of  error,  that  a  scientific  physician  cannot  resoit 
to  it. 

2.  By  taking  a  few  notes  of  salient  points  and  fill- 
ing out  from  memory.  This  is  the  plan  most  generally 
pursued.  Undoubtedly  correct  and  valuable  reports 
have  been  made  by  this  method,  yet  it  is  open  to  seri- 
ous objections.  Oftentimes  an  essential  link  in  the 
chain  of  facts  is  wanting,  which  mu^t  be  supplied  from 
memory.  The  temptation  is  great  for  the  physician  to 
put  in  such  an  one  as  will  best  subserve  his  purpose  in 
proving  a  theory,  or  exhibiting  his  wonderful  skill  to 
his  professional  brethren.  A  general  accusation  is  made 
sometimes  against  published  reports,  that  they  are  ma- 
nipulated and  moulded  into  all  desirable  shapes  before 
they  are  sent  to  the  printer.  I  fear  there  is  too  much 
truth  in  the  accusation.     Strict  honesty  on  the  part  of 
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the  observer  is  requisite,  in  every  case,  in  order  that 
the  report  may  have  any  scientific  vahie,  but  mistakes 
and  slight  omissions,  having  a  decided  effect  on  the 
general  tenor  of  a  report,  are  apt  to  occur  with  many; 
so  extremely  fallible  are  we,  owing  to  our  near  kinship 
with  the  perverse  race  of  mankind  at  large. 

3.  By  the  third  method,  detailed  accounts  are  kept 
of  events  at  the  time  of  their  occurrence,  making  use 
perhaps  of  printed  forms,  at  any  rate  trusting  nothing 
to  memory.  Records  kept  in  this  manner  are  the  only 
ones  that  ought  to  be  regarded  as  evidence  by  scientific 
men.  The  printed  forms  are  of  value  as  systematizing 
the  labor  of  making  the  examination  and  writing  the 
records.  They  save  much  valuable  time  too,  and  may 
prove  in  many  cases  a  useful  prop  to  the  weak-kneed 
virtue  of  our  profession  with  respect  to  truth-telling. 
If  a  thing  is  set  down  in  black  and  white  on  our  books, 
we  shall  hardly  feel  at  liberty  to  change  it,  even  to  save 
our  reputation ;  and  if  events  are  recorded  at  the  time 
of  their  occurrence,  the  chances  are  that  it  will  be  cor- 
rectly done  as  we  shall  be  unable  at  the  time  perhaps 
to  recognize  their  present  and  prospective  relation  to 
other  facts,  and  hence  can  be  under  little  temptation  to 
record  falsely.  In  accordance  with  these  views,  I  pre- 
sent, for  the  examination  and  criticism  of  the  Society, 
certain  blank  forms  to  aid  in  making  records  of  gynae- 
cological cases,  to  the  preparation  of  which  I  have 
given  considerable  time  and  thought.*  I  rely  upon 
your  experience  and  insight  to  suggest  improvements. 
The  items  given,  with  appropriate  spacings,  are  the  fol- 
lowing :  — 

*  Dr.  Pinkham's  blank  forms,  presented  at  the  meeting  of  July  19,  wore  freely  discussed^ 
warmly  commended,  and  by  veto  declared  endorsed  by  the  Society.  —  Eds. 
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I.    HISTORY. 

CaseN^o.  Date.  Name.  Age.  Race.  JSTativity. 
Occupation.  Parents'  occupation.  Age  when  menses 
began.  Married.  IsTo.  of  children.  Age  of  oldest. 
Age  of  youngest.  No.  of  miscarriages.  Date  of  each 
miscarriage.  Cause  of  each  miscarriage.  Impregna- 
tion intentionally  prevented.  If  so,  by  what  means. 
Hereditary  tendencies.  Complexion.  Size.  Other 
points  of  interest. 

II.    PRESENT    CONDITION. 

A.  Nervous  System :  — 

1.  Sleep.  2.  Pain.  3.  Mental  States.  4.  Hys- 
teria.    5.  Other  symptoms. 

B.  Nutritive  System:  — 

1.  Tongue.  2.  Appetite.  3.  Stomach.  4.  Bow- 
els.    5.  Ultimate  Nutrition. 

C.  Respiratory  System :  — 

1.  Throat.  2.  Breathing.  3.  Cough.  4.  Per- 
cussion Sounds.     5.  Auscultation  Sounds. 

D.  Muscular  System. 

E.  Circulatory  System:  — 

1.  Heart.     2.  Pulse.     3.  Temperature. 

F.  Urinary  Organs :  — 

1.  Bladder.  2.  Amount  of  Urine.  3.  Appear- 
ance. 4.  Chemical  Character.  5.  Micro- 
scopical Character.     6.  Micturition. 

G.  Menstruation :  — 

1.  Frequency.      2.  Duration.     3.  Amount.     4. 
Character.     5.  Symptoms  attending. 
H.  Leucorrhoea :  — 

1.  Amount.     2.  Frequency.     3.  Character. 
I.  Pruritus.     Caused  by. 
J.  Other  symptoms  and  conditions. 


1870.]  Of  Oyncecological  Cases.  247 

III.     PHYSICAL  EXAMINATION. 

,  A.  By  Abdominal  Touch :  — 

1.  Tenderness.     2.  Tumors,  etc.     3.  Tympany. 
B.  By  Vaginal  Touch :  — 

1.  Hymen.     2.  Vaginal  "Wall.    3.  Cervix  Uteri; 
Position,  Size  and  Shape,  Density.    4.  Fun- 
dus Uteri.     5.  Other  facts. 
'  C.  By  Conjoined  Manipulation. 

D.  By  Eectal  Touch. 

E.  By  Sound:  — 

1.  Pain.  2.  Direction.  3.  Obstructions.  4. 
Depth  of  Cavity. 

F.  By  Speculum :  — 

1.  Introduction.  2.  Appearance  of  Os  and  Cer- 
vix. 3.  Appearance  of  Vaginal  Wall.  4. 
Appearance  of  discharges.  5.  Reaction  of 
discharges. 

G.  By  other  methods. 

IV.   DIAGNOSIS. 

Probable  Cause.  Llustration  of  Case.*  Plan  of 
treatment  adopted. 

V.    PROGRESS  OF  CASE. 

Date.  Present  Condition  and  BQstory  since  last 
Visit.     Treatment. 

These  skeletons  are  to  be  published  in  book  form,  and 
on  separate  sheets,  by  James  Campbell.  I  present  also 
some  simple  tables  for  the  analysis  of  cases,  which  will 
appear  in  the  back  part  of  each  book. 

*  By  two  diagrams,  one  representing  in  outline  the  anterior  aspect  of  the  abdomen,  and 
the  other  a  median  section  of  the  pelvis.  Any  condition  of  disease,  as  a  tumor,  malposition 
of  o.gans,  etc.,  may  be  readily  indicated  on  these  diagrams. 
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If  my  labors  shall  have  the  effect  of  excitmg  m- 
creased  interest  in  this  important  subject,  I  shall  feel 
amply  repaid. 


COMPLETE  ATRESIA  VAGINA  WITH  LOSS  OF  BASE  OF 
THE  BLADDER  AND  POSTERIOR  WALL  OF  THE  URE- 
THRA, WITH  SUCCESSFUL  OPERATION  FOR  RESTORA- 
TION OF  VAGINA,  AND  NEARLY  COMPLETE  REPAIR  OF 
THE  URETHRA. 

By  J.  H.  Beech,  Coldwater,  Michigan. 
[Communicaied  to  the  Society,  and  read  April  5, 1870.] 

April  7th,  1867,  Mrs.  E.  H.,  aged  twenty-seven,  ap- 
parently in  good  health,  was  examined  by  Dr.  S.  S. 
Cutter  and  myself,  for  difficulties  of  which  herself  and 
husband  gave  the  following  account:  — 

A  little  more  than  two  years  previously  she  had  given 
birth  to  a  child,  at  full  term,  without  anything,  to  their 
knowledge,  extraordinary  occurring  during  the  labor, 
except  that  it  was  called  "very  severe."  The  profes- 
sional attendant  was  an  illiterate  and  intemperate  homoe- 
opathic practitioner.  Immediately  succeeding  was  an 
extremely  tedious  and  protracted  illness,  which,  from 
their  description,  must  have  been  intense  pelvic  muco- 
cellulitis.  When,  after  many  months,  the  tonicity  of 
the  system  was  so  far  restored  as  to  exhibit  prodromes 
of  menstruation,  no  "  show  "  appeared.  A  few  regular 
repetitions  of  the  usual  signs,  with  enlargement  of  the 
lower  abdomen,  and  the  fact  that  neither  the  husband 
nor  the  practitioner  could  find  any  channel  by  which 
she  could  have  become  pregnant,  suggested  the  calling 
of  equally  wise,  but  more  j)enetrating^  council.  Retained 
menstrual  fluid  being  diagnosticated,  in  accordance  with 
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the  woman's  previous  opinion,  and  an  elongated,  soft 
tumor  being  found,  it  was  seized  and  its  whole  base  cut 
away.  The  first  gush,  the  husband  says,  was  of  urine, 
but  immediately  afterwards  "about  a  quart  of  tarry 
fluid  "  was  evacuated  by  means  which  he  did  not  fully 
comprehend. 

JSTo  urine  had  been  retained  since.  The  parts  were 
now  completely  cicatrized.  The  middle  portions  of  each 
nympha  had  sloughed,  leaving  the  margins  like  the 
handles  of  a  satchel.  Menstrual  fluid  was  slowly  dis- 
tilling from  a  capillary  opening  on  the  face  of  the  vagi- 
nal cicatrix,  which  would  not  admit. the  gold  probe  used 
for  the  ductus  lachrymalis. 

Two  fingers  readily  passed  into  the  bladder,  and  only 
the  pubic  wall  of  the  urethra  remained.  Extreme  pov- 
erty had  prevented  the  procuring  of  any  artificial  re- 
taining or  receiving  apparatus;  consequently  the  vulva, 
nates,  and  thighs  were  seethed  by  the  protracted  soak- 
ing in  urine.  Between  the  finger  in  the  rectum  and  one 
introduced  into  the  bladder  we  could  feel  a  hard,  but 
elastic,  cord  of  about  two  lines'  diameter,  and  nearly 
three  inches'  length,  extending  from  the  face  of  the 
vaginal  cicatrix  to  the  uterus,  which  could  be  felt  from 
either  viscus. 

Four  days  subsequently,  to  wit,  on  April  11th,  1867, 
menstruation  having  ceased  (which  discharge  had  al- 
ways been  small,  except  when  the  accumulation  of  sev- 
eral months  was  evacuated,  as  before  described) ,  Drs.  S. 
S.  Cutter  and  L.  C.  Marsh  assisting,  the  patient  was 
put  in  position  for  lithotomy,  and  was  well  anaesthetized 
by  pure  chloroform.  I  proceeded  to  dissect  lengthwise 
the  vaginal,  cord-like  cicatrix,  cutting  first  in  the  mesial 
line  between  the  base  of  the  nympha  of  either  side,  from 
very  near  to  the  posterior  edge  of  the  open  bladder 
backwards  to  the  fourchette.     This  incision  was  about 
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one  and  a  quarter  inches  long  and  five  lines  in  depth.  Be- 
yond this  depth  my  incisions  were  made  transversely, 
my  pioneer  instrument  being  an  arrow-headed  trocar  of 
about  four  lines'  breadth.  This  instrument  I  pushed  as 
nearly  along  the  centre  of  the  cicatricial  cord  as  possible, 
guided  by  a  finger  either  in  the  bladder  or  rectum,  fre- 
quently changing  it,  using  pure  lard  as  a  lubricator,  and 
constantly  exploring  the  wound  which  I  was  making. 

When  the  width  of  my  trocar  had  been  cut  a  few 
lines  deep,  a  dull,  but  smooth-edged,  bistoury  extended 
the  incision  until  the  tissues  yielded  before  forcible  taxis. 
At  about  one  and  three-quarters  inches'  depth  we 
reached  a  patulous  portion,  about  half  ah  inch  long, 
which  would  scarcely  have  admitted  a  crow-quill.  Be- 
yond this,  a  full  half  inch  of  apparently  impervious  cord, 
as  before,  was  dissected  through,  when  my  finger  de- 
tected the  unctuous  endo-cervical  secretion.  Finding 
that  I  had  reached  a  pouch  of  vagina  through  its  ante- 
rior wall,  my  opening  was  enlarged  by  cutting  directly 
towards  the  rectum.  This  normal  portion  of  vagina 
was  barely  sufficient  to  receive  the  healthy  uterus,  with 
sufficient  mucus  to  lubricate  the  surfaces.  ]Srow,  turn- 
ing the  backs  of  my  hands  together,  I  introduced  both 
index  fingers,  and  stretched  the  entire  depth  to  as  nearly 
equal  a  diameter  as  possible.  During  this  jDrotracted 
operation  my  medical  friends  had  kept  the  anaesthesia 
nicely  balanced  and  rendered  other  assistance,  without 
which  my  efibrts  would  have  been  unavailing.  The 
hemorrhage  being  slight  and  the  vis  naturae  seeming 
good,  we  beUeved  that  dangers  would  be  lessened  by  im- 
mediately repairing  the  vesical  fissure  as  far  as  possible. 
I  therefore  proceeded  to  denude  the  borders  of  said  fis- 
sure, and  so  much  of  the  post-pubic  tissues  as  could  be 
made  available  in  restoring  the  urethral  canal.  Silver 
sutures,  with  small  Icaden-bar  clamps,  were  used  for 
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retentive  apparatus.  A  short  catheter  was  mtroduced, 
and  tied  to  the  fenestrated  nymphse.  A  large,  crisp 
sponge,  previously  compressed  to  a  cylinder  of  about 
three-quarters  of  an  inch  diameter  by  four  inches  in 
length,  enveloped  in  a  fine  rubber  capote,  was  inserted 
into  the  newly  made  vagina.  About  fl.  5  ij.  of  water  were 
thrown  upon  the  sponge,  and  the  whole  retained  by  a 
f  bandage,  through  which  the  catheter  was  allowed  to 
pass.  Our  patient  required  only  a  moderate  amount  of 
anodynes  for  about  ten  days,  by  which  time  the  sutures 
had  been  removed. 

May  5th,  twenty-four  days  after  the  operation,  some 
complaint  being  made  of  ardor  urinae,  I  found  that  the 
urethral  orifice  did  not  seem  as  perfect  as  it  had,  and 
that  some  urine  was  escaping  in  spite  of  the  pressure 
of  the  sponge  in  the  vagina.  On  the  same  day,  without 
knowing  what  I  had  discovered,  the  husband  boasted 
that  she  had  permitted  him  to  "  try  the  thing  on,"  on 
the  second  and  third  instants.  During  the  first  three 
weeks  there  was  entire  desquamation  of  the  epidermis 
from  the  nates,  thighs,  and  knees,  some  irregular  patches 
of  three  square  inches'  surface  separating. 

About  a  month  later,  to  wit,  on  July  7th,  another 
attempt  at  urethroplasty  was  made.  Under  chloroform 
free  incisions  were  made  to  loosen  the  tissues,  and  suf- 
ficient substance  appeared  to  be  firmly  united  by  the 
wire  sutures  and  leaden-bar  clamps  to  efiect  the  desired 
object. 

But  lo!  in  evidence  of  the  difficulty  of  controlling 
patients  outside  of  hospitals,  on  the  afternoon  of  the 
third  day  she  walked  across  the  street  to  a  garden,  in  a 
very  hot  sun,  and  picked  a  mess  of  peas  for  herself  and 
husband!  The  next  morning  I  found  but  one  suture, 
of  the  three  inserted,  in  place.  Her  condition  was  Yevj 
little  improved  by  the  operation,  although  there  really 
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was  something  gained.  Not  long  after  this,  being 
certain  that  coitus  was  stealthily  practised,  I  removed 
all  injunctions  in  order  to  obtain  the  facts  as  to  its  suc- 
cess. A  few  days  afterwards,  I  obtained  a  report,  which 
I  doubtless  might  have  had  before  but  for  my  repeated 
forbidding.  The  husband  expressed  great  satisfaction, 
and  the  patient  admitted  that  the  act  was  not  without 
pleasure,  but  that  there  were  "not  natural  feelings  just 
there." 

Five  months  subsequently,  on  Dec.  7th,  1867,  the 
husband  being  away  on  business,  and  the  patient  board- 
ing with  a  sister,  an  attempt  was  again  made  at  ure- 
throplasty, with  as  good  promise  as  before.  Two  or 
three  days  afterwards,  news  reached  her  that  her  truant 
man  had  married  a  hasty  widow,  and  was  already  ar- 
rested for  bigamy.  Of  course  Mrs.  H.,  prima,  was  not  to 
be  kept  in  her  bed,  —  nor  anywhere  else,  —  so  that  but 
trifling  improvement  was  made.  After  this,  however, 
the  vaginal  sponge  tampon  retained  the  urine  until  a 
sense  of  fulness  gave  warning  in  time  to  seek  a  place 
for  evacuation. 

April  23d,  1869,  the  husband  being  securely  housed 
in  a  State  Institution,  she  became  clamorous  for  another 
operation;  in  which  I  was  assisted  by  Drs.  S.  S.  Cut- 
ter, and  Dwight  C.  Marsh,  and  Mr.  Geo.  Voorhees, 
medical  student,  from  Adrian,  Mich.  The  proceedings 
were  essentially  like  those  previously  described;  and 
we  again  felt  strong  confidence  in  the  result.  Five 
days  later,  on  April  28th,  just  as  I  was  starting  to  visit 
and  dress  my  patient,  I  was  called  to  an  accident  in  the 
country;  and  before  I  returned  she  found  that  the 
catheter  was  closed  by  the  urinary  deposit.  Although 
she  had  been  instructed  to  remove  it  in  such  case,  she 
did  not,  but  sent  two  messengers  to  my  house  in 
vain. 
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On  my  way  home  from  the  country,  I  called  a  few 
moments  before  the  second  messenger  returned;  but 
found  that  the  bladder  had  emptied  itself  by  bursting 
out  my  sutures  again. 

I  believe  that  keeping  the  catheter  in  so  long  (it  was 
cleansed  or  changed  every  day) ,  or,  perhaps,  using  it  at 
all,  in  the  last  three  operations,  was  injudicious.  The 
patient  still  wears  a  sponge  within  a  rubber  capote, 
enjoys  good  health,  and  gets  good  wages  at  general 
housework. 

Is  another  operation  advisable  upon  this  patient? 


EDITOKIAL  NOTES. 


In  our  last  isruMBER  we  mentioned  the  remarkable, 
we  might  say  the  universal  interest,  that  gynaecology  is 
now  exciting  in  the  profession,  and  presented  pertinent 
extracts  from  a  paper  read  at  the  late  annual  meeting 
of  the  State  Medical  Society  of  Connecticut. 

We  turn  from  Prof.  Hubbard's  address  to  that,  upon 
a  similar  occasion,  of  Dr.  Didama,  of  Syracuse,  Presi- 
dent of  the  Medical  Association  of  Central  New  York, 
whose  wit,  good  sense,  and  manliness,  have  already  en- 
deared him  to  a  host  of  our  readers:  *  — 

"As  illustrating  the  progress  of  medical  ideas,"  he 
says,  "  the  necessity  of  specialties,  with  the  reluctance 
of  the  profession  to  tolerate  them,  and  the  ultimate 
establishment  of  truth,  we  may  glance  at  the  history  of 
gynaecology. 

"As  a  special  science  this  is  of  recent  origin.  Twenty- 
five  years  ago  Dr.  James  Henry  Bennet,  of  London, 

*  See  this  Journal,  August,  1870,  p.  117. 
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published  the  first  edition  of  his  work  on  inflamma- 
tion of  the  uterus.  In  it  he  called  attention  to  the  fact 
that  uterine  disease  was  not  so  rare  an  afiection  as  had 
been  supposed  by  medical  men.  lie  showed  that,  under 
the  general  term  '  weakness,'  a  multitude  of  distinct  and 
widely  different  lesions  were  included,  each  requiring 
appropriate  treatment,  the  only  weakness  in  these  cases 
being  that  exhibited  by  the  physician  who  could  not 
or  would  not  make  the  necessary  examination, —  and 
he  claimed  that  the  employment  of  the  speculum  was 
indispensable  for  the  diagnosis  and  treatment  of  most 
uterine  diseases. 

^^For  the  publication  of  these  views,  and  especially 
for  the  popularity  and  favorable  results  of  his  practice, 
he  was  assailed,  by  his  brothers  in  the  profession,  with 
abuse  and  misrepresentation,  so  unmeasured  in  violence 
and  so  malignant  in  spirit,  that  his  success  would  have 
been  assured,  had  he  been  an  apostle  of  error  instead  of 
the  messenger  of  truth. 

^^It  was  proclaimed  —  and  no  effort  was  spared  to 
secure  the  fulfilment  of  the  prediction  —  that  the  high- 
toned  and  virtuous  women  of  England  would  never 
submit  to  examinations  and  treatment  which  were  pe- 
culiarly adapted  to  the  indelicacy  and  low  morals  of  the 
French. 

"But  disease  is  no  respecter  of  nationalities;  and  the 
hiiifh-toned  and  virtuous  did  seek  relief  from  their  suf- 
ferings,  and  did  receive  such  intelligent  treatment  as 
restored  them  to  health  and  usefulness.  Then  the 
oj)posers  of  the  new  and  rational  practice,  —  and  they 
included  such  names  as  Tyler  Smith,  Marshall  Hall,  and 
other  magnates  of  the  profession,  —  finding  that  their 
compliments  were  thrown  away  on  those  subjects  who, 
while  they  were  women  of  England,  were  also  women 
who  did  not  like  to  drag  out  lives  of  misery,  if  relief 
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were  possible,  changed  their  tactics,  and  boldly  affirmed 
that  disease  of  the  uterus  was  a  myth,  having  no  exist- 
ence, except  in  the  imagination  of  the  patient  or  the 
biassed  vision  of  the  examining  surgeon. 

"  In  proof  of  this  statement,  they  cited  the  hundreds 
of  examinations  which  they  themselves  had  made,  with- 
out discovering  the  lesions  described  by  Dr.  Bennet; 
although  they  forgot  to  explain  how  it  happened  that 
the  high-toned  and  virtuous  submitted  to  their  examina- 
tions, especially  when  required  neither  by  necessity  nor 
propriety.  Failing  to  impair  public  confidence  in  the 
integrity  or  skill  of  the  now  famous  doctor,  they  were 
finally  guilty  of  the  baseness  of  asserting,  in  the  Lon- 
don ^  Lancet,'  of  August,  1850,  that  ^  a  veritable  uterine 
panic  afiects  the  upper  and  middle  classes  of  society, 
and  every  woman  with  the  slightest  ache  or  discharge  is 
not  satisfied  until  the  peccant  organ  has  been  ocularly 
inspected.' 

"  The  reply  of  Dr.  Bennet  was  admirable  and  over- 
whelming, concluding  with  these  words:  ^Five  years 
ago,  when  I  published  the  first  edition  of  my  work,  I 
was  greeted  by  the  observation  that  Englishwomen  were 
too  modest  and  reserved  to  submit  to  physical  examina- 
tion, and  that  I  should  only  destroy  my  professional 
prospects  by  advancing  views  which  required  it.  J^oav, 
however,  that  Englishwomen  sufiering  under  uterine 
disease  are  beginning  to  become  aware  that  relief  is  to 
be  found,  and  that  they  no  longer  need  be  handed  from 
practitioner  to  practitioner  in  a  vain  search  after  health; 
now  that  they  show  themselves  willing  to  control  agony 
of  mind  and  pain  of  body,  for  the  sake  often  of  those 
who  are  dear  to  them,  an  odious  accusation  is  thrown  in 
their  teeth,  and  they  are  told  that  they  are  ready,  nay, 
anxious^  to  submit  to  uterine  examination,  nearly  with- 
out a  cause  or  pretext.    I  can  only  say  that  I  meet  with 


* 
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no  such  females^  either  in  the  higher  or  the  lower  ranks 
of  my  countrywomen,  and  that  I  blush  for  those  who 
thus  asperse  them.' 

"  The  fight  was  long  and  bitter ;  but  in  the  end,  of 
course,  prejudice  and  ignorance  were  vanquished;  and 
all  the  intelligent  scoffers  became,  by  easy  gradation, 
sullen  listeners,  penitent  learners,  and  zealous  converts. 

^^  In  this  country  the  history  of  gynaecology  has  pre- 
sented some  curious  phases.  In  New  York,  where  every 
one  finds  enough  to  do  in  minding  his  own  business, 
without  meddling  with  the  affairs  of  his  neighbors,  Sims, 
Emmet,  Elliot,  Bozeman,  and  a  score  of  others  not  so 
generally  known,  have  pursued  their  beneficent  calling 
without  molestation. 

"In  Boston,  when ,  who  had  been  the    student 

and  companion  of  the  eminent  Sir  James  Y.  Simpson, 
proposed  to  devote  himself  to  the  treatment  of  woman's 
diseases,  he  was  gravely  and  significantly  warned  by 
the  oracles  of  the  Hub  that  the  respectability  of  the  Hub 
would  never  tolerate  any  such  specialty.  The  young 
surgeon,  happening  to  possess  manliness  as  well  as 
genius,  audaciously  determined  to  follow  his  own  convic- 
tions of  duty,  and,  if  necessary,  to  fight,  single-handed, 
the  entire  force  of  respectable  conservatism. 

"The  war  was  opened  with  vigor,  and  prosecuted 
with  unrelenting  bitterness.  The  old  London  argu- 
ments were  re-hashed,  and  spiced  with  much  original 
gall. 

"They  began  with  the  complacent  assurance  that 
Boston  ladies  would  never,  no,  never,  admit  that  they 
were  subject  to  diseases  incident  elsewhere  to  the  sex, 
and  tapered  down  to  the  fearful  whine  and  sneer  that 
Boston  ladies  were  no  better  than  they  should  be,  after 
all. 

"  The  profession  in  the  rural  districts  rallied  to  the 


1870.]  Editorial  Notes.  257 

support  of  their  persecuted  brother,  —  whose  business 
increased  to  magnificent  proportions,  —  while  the  con- 
servatives only  caught  a  Tartar  convert,  in  the  person 
of  a  Mrs.  Dall,  who  overdid  the  business,  and  brought 
ridicule  and  confusion  upon  her  friends,  by  declaring 
that  the  presence  of  a  male  physician,  in  the  sick  cham- 
ber of  a  lady  patient,  always  excites  her  sexual  propen- 
sities. 

"^  Hoist  by  their  own  petard,'  the  conservatives  at 
once  dropped  the  delicacy  and  morality  dodge,  and 
watched,  with  more  or  less  satisfaction,  the  growth  of 
the  Boston  Gyna3cological  Society,  which  already  num- 
bers amongst  its  members  many  of  the  best  surgeons 
in  this  country  and  Europe. 

"  Elsewhere,  throughout  the  land,  the  practice  of  the 
specialty  in  question  has  excited  but  little  opposition. 
Occasionally  some  dirty  dog,  fearing  or  feeling  the  loss 
of  his  bone,  utters  a  nasty  snarl,  because  women  are  not 
idiots  enough  to  refuse  the  only  kind  of  treatment  which 
proffers  certain  knowledge,  instead  of  old-granny  guess- 
work, in  detecting  and  curing  those  diseases  which  con- 
demn the  af&icted  to  a  premature  grave,  or,  worse  than 
that,  to  a  useless  and  hopeless  life  of  suffering;  but,  as  a 
very  general  rule,  physicians  recognize  the  existence 
and  the  importance  of  uterine  disorders,  and  either  them- 
selves treat  the  cases  or  secure  treatment  by  those 
whose  greater  experience  implies,  if  it  does  not  insure, 
superior  skill."  * 


Writestg  at  Moui^T  Desert,  that  delightful  bridal- 
place  of  mountain  and  sea,  where  every  breath  is  a  ten- 
fold renewal  of  life  and  a  few  days'  vacation  restores  a 
vigor  almost  forgotten,  we  yield  ourselves,  not  unwill- 
ingly, to  its  softening  influences.     Meeting  here  but 

17  *  Kochestor  Daily  Democrat,  June  22,  1870. 
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kindly  faces,  how  can  one  preserve  even  in  his  thoughts 
the  semblance  of  any  antagonism,  or  feel  other  than  a 
brother's  interest  in  all  that  pertains  to  the  welfare  of 
those  distant  medical  circles  at  home?  We  take  the 
opportunity  for  peaceful  reflection  upon  issues  no  more 
personal  than  public,  that  have  from  time  to  time  been 
forced  upon  us,  and  it  is  true  that  we  have  not  hesitated 
to  accept. 

At  heart  originally  very  conservative,  so  far  as  con- 
cerns holding  to  the  old  landmarks,  we  have  become, 
almost  in  spite  of  ourselves,  one  of  the  leaders  in  what 
is  acknowledged  to  be  already  a  very  powerful  Opposi- 
tion ;  and  we  have  it  in  our  power,  we  find,  to  widen  or 
close  rifts  in  the  profession  which  are  rapidly  ceasing  to 
be  local  in  their  character.  Old  friends,  new  friends, 
have  counselled  us.  We  have  listened  to  them  or  not, 
as  occasion  seemed  to  require.  And  now,  as  we  rest 
from  the  turmoil  for  a  moment  in  this  sweet  quiet,  there 
come  back  to  us  varied  words  of  admonition,  encour- 
agement, denunciation,  written  and  spoken,  by  living 
and  dead.     To  all  of  them  we  give  patient  heed. 

Musing  as  we  are  doing  in  print,  it  is  with  no  inten- 
tion of  putting  ourselves  upon  any  defence.  There  are 
those,  however,  who  have  desired,  and  they  have  the 
right,  to  know  why,  as  editors  of  a  journal  which  has 
secured  an  unexpected  degree  of  success,  we  have  as- 
sumed what  has  been  termed,  and  approved  as,  a  dis- 
tinctive policy.* 

1.  We  have  gently  touched,  first  upon  this  side  and 
then  upon  that,  as  with  a  shepherd's  crook,  —  which 
directs,  imperceptibly  it  may  be,  but  usually  surely 
enough,  towards  any  desired  end,  provided  that  this  be 
well  defined,  duly  determined  upon,  in  itself  proper, 

♦  New  York  Medical  Journal;  August,  1870,  p.  101. 
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and  followed  with  persistence,  —  certain  public  institu- 
tions, well  known  to  the  profession  throughout  the  coun- 
try, and  supposed  by  the  inhabitants  of  this  city  to  be 
models  of  their  kind. 

2.  We  have  referred,  disrespectfully  some  say,  to 
individuals,  towards  several  of  whom,  apart  from  their 
connection  with  the  institutions  referred  to,  we  still 
entertain  a  personal  regard. 

3.  We  have  initiated,  or  assisted  in,  the  correction 
of  abuses,  in  opinion  or  in  practice,  to  which  these  insti- 
tutions have  been  committed,  or  towards  confirming 
others  in  which  their  influence,  both  public  and  private, 
has  been  uniformly  exerted. 

4.  We  have  alluded,  in  sufficiently  distinct  terms,  to 
the  fact  that  our  native  city,  charming  place  of  residence 
though  it  be,  etc.,  etc.,  does  not  constitute,  as  seems  to 
have  been  supposed  by  some  of  its  residents,  the  whole 
universe,  hub,  spokes,  rim,  and  tire.  And  it  is  said, 
that, 

5.  While  aiming  at  breaking  the  power  of  a  certain 
little  local  ^^  ring  "  of  professional  politicians,  we  have 
assisted  in  establishing  a  clique  whose  prospective  influ- 
ence, just  as  its  aim  and  resources,  is,  in  comparison 
with  the  poAver  it  is  supplanting,  simply  boundless. 

And  what  interest,  it  has  been  asked  by  those  who 
have  opposed  us,  can  this  Boston  ferment,  general 
though  it  has  now  become,  possibly  have  for  the  distant 
subscribers  to  the  Society's  Journal? 

A  single  word  will  answer  this  question.  Every  point 
in  "  medical  politics,"  as  we  have  termed  it,  that  inter- 
ests one  physician,  interests  all.  Whether  in  Calcutta 
or  in  Edinburgh,  Denver  or  East  Eden,  a  right  or  a 
,  wrong  lies  at  the  foundation  of  every  local  question  that 
can  be  agitated,  and  there  exists  beneath  and  beyond 
this,  moreover,  an  identity  in  the  questions  themselves 
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which  renders  every  petty  and  every  major  solution  of 
absorbing  intei'cst  to  the  intelHgent  reader.  Whether  it 
be  Evans  of  Paris  and  Marion  Sims  at  blows  about 
the  conducting  of  ambulances,  or  Sayre  of  New  York 
coming  unscathed  from  the  courts,  or  Ilibberd  of  Indi- 
ana and  jNIartin  of  Boston  Highlands  insisting  upon 
the  necessity  of  general,  compulsory  vaccination,  there  is 
but  one  fundamental  inquiry,  Wherein  lies  the  right? 
To  find  this  out,  concerns  all  men.  It  concerns  all, 
likewise,  that  the  right  shall  finally  prevail. 

But  why,  we  are  asked,  do  you  place  yourselves,  or, 
as  we  i^refer  to  word  it,  permit  yourselves  to  be  placed, 
eternally  in  antagonism?  "To  what?"  we  merely  reply. 
We  are  not  in  antagonism  to  real  professional  advance, 
of  whatever  sort  or  of  whatever  character.  We  believe 
that  we  shall  be  found  working  side  by  side  with  all 
good  and  true  men,  as  regards  the  improvement  of 
medical  education,  the  weeding  of  ignorance,  deceit, 
and  crime  from  the  professional  field,  the  solution  of 
vexed  questions  in  theory  and  practice,  and  the  recog- 
nition of  individual  merit.  Is  it  in  antagonism  to  the 
opponents  of  such  progress  that  we  are  charged  with 
being?  If  so,  we  frankly  acknowledge  the  truth  of  the 
allegation ;  and  may  our  hand  forget  its  cunning  ere  we 
cease  from  the  strife. 

With  reference  to  certain  specific  statements  to  which 
we  have  alluded,  it  is  perfectly  understood  in  Boston, 
and  the  fact  is  well  enough  appreciated  by  the  host  of 
physicians  elsewhere  who  have  had  residence  here  of 
longer  than  a  week's  duration,  that  the  whole  afiair, 
dating  from  its  true  outset,  lies  in  a  nutshell:  a  deter- 
mination upon  the  part  of  a  few —  and  at  first  they  were 
indeed  a  very  few  —  that  gyna3Cology  should  be  ac- 
knowledged and  treated  with  becoming  respect,  and 
upon  the  part  of  the  many  that  it  should  not  be.   Every 
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personal  misunderstanding  in  which  as  editors,  and  we 
might  also  say  as  individuals,  we  have  been  involved, 
has  had  herein  its  point  of  departure. 

"  Is  this  possible?  "  we  are  asked.  "  Is  it  really  true  of 
the  position,  every  day  growing  more  and  more  serious, 
that  you  have  assumed  with  regard  to  the  Medical  School 
of  Harvard  University?''  We  soberly  ask  ourselves 
the  same  question,  down  here  in  the  wilds  of  Mt.  Desert, 
and  we  reply,  in  all  sincerity,  that  therein  the  whole 
trouble  began.  Ellis  and  Hodges  and  Minot,  Holmes 
and  Bigelow  and  Jackson  and  White  (Buckingham  we 
count  out  as  having  practically  placed  himself  beyond 
the  circle  referred  to) ,  —  all  those,  in  a  word,  of  the 
group  who  may  have  found  themselves  under  the  edito- 
rial ban,  with  trouble  for  themselves  in  the  past  or  fu- 
ture, owe  it  to  one  or  another  of  their  own  number,  and 
not,  we  can  truly  say,  to  ourselves.  They  may  affect 
not  to  remember,  it  might  be  inconvenient  for  them  to 
do  so,  the  real  beginning  of  the  breach. 

^^  Just  as  though  it  were  his  mother,"  President  Eliot 
once  wrote  to  us,  ^^  when  a  man  strikes  his  Alma  Mater, 
the  presumption  is  against  him."  To  that  extent,  and 
only  in  default  of  valid  reason  to  the  contrary,  we  ac- 
knowledge that  the  presumption  does  lie.  But  there's 
a  limit  to  parental  discipline,  and  when  a  child,  or  an 
alumnus,  is  disciplined  without  due  cause,  the  parent 
sometimes  comes,  with  justice,  to  a  greater  grief. 

"  How  could  he  deliberately  forfeit,"  was  asked  of  a 
friend  the  other  day,  by  one  of  the  teachers  in  The 
School,  ^^his  certainty  of  a  professorship  in  Harvard 
University?"  "Why,"  it  was  replied,  "is  it  possible 
that  you  think  that  he  has  no  higher  ambition  than  a 
chair  in  a  second-rate  medical  college?" 

If  o  man  has  reason  to  have,  or  has,  a  higher  respect 
for  the  University  than  ourselves.     No  man  has  a  more 
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sincere  belief  in  what  the  Medical  School,  in  other  hands 
than  the  present,  may  yet  become.  For  our  own  part, 
having  long  since  relinquished  the  dream  of  our  younger 
life,  when  denied  the  privilege  of  teaching  youthful  stu- 
dents, we  turned  to  the  higher  task  of  removing  the  rust 
from  full-grown  men.  We  have  personally  nothing  to 
gain  and  nothing  to  lose  by  our  course  towards  the  col- 
lege. Maturer  judgment  has  taught  us  that,  rather  than 
work  for  the  establishment  of  a  second  school,  which  a 
couple  of  years  back  would  have  been  opened  had  it  not 
been  for  the  treachery  of  one  in  whom  we  had  confided 
against  our  better  reason,  it  were  better  to  examine  into 
the  foundations  of  the  old  concern.  If  our  gentle  taps 
reveal  now  and  then  a  flaw  or  a  bit  of  decay,  so  much 
the  better  in  the  end  for  the  college  and  the  true  inter- 
ests of  the  profession. 

There's  a  power  at  last  at  work  as  certain  and  as 
resistless  as  death.  Strange  changes  have  occurred  at 
Cambrid2:e  within  a  twelvemonth.  Stransrer  than  these 
are  yet  to  come.  We  have  repeatedly  scourged  in  this 
Journal  the  Boston  tendency  to  depreciate  the  great 
medical  centre  of  this  country,  Xew  York.  In  our  May 
number  we  referred  to  the  Faculty  of  the  Long  Island 
School,  with  the  wish  that  certain  of  them  were  only 
here  to  do  much  needed  missionary  work.  In  our  Au- 
gust number  we  alluded  to  the  unfitness  for  his  post,  of 
the  then  incumbent  of  the  Plivsiolo^rical  chair  at  the 
Haiward  School.  Is  it  a  mere  coincidence  that  within  a 
month  from  that  time,  at  a  special  meeting  of  the  Board 
of  Overseers  of  the  University,  there  was  appointed  to 
lecture  in  the  department  of  Physiology,  Dr.  Lusk,  — 
a  gentleman  competent,  there  is  every  reason  to  believe, 
to  redeem  it  from  the  disrepute  into  which  of  late  years 
it  had  justly  fallen,  —  who  is  at  once  a  resident  of  Xew 
York  city  and  a  professor  in  the  Brooklyn  School? 
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One  more  strip  from  the  old  rag  known  as  the  Boston 
Poh'cy  torn  off  and  gone  to  the  wmds !    Another  soon. 

And  so,  listening  to  the  rote  of  the  sea  and  drinking 
in  these  refreshing  draughts  from  a  purer  atmosphere, 
we  have  answered  our  own  and  our  friends'  question- 
ings, and  we  patiently  bide  our  time. 


Writen'G  at  Ottawa,  a  few  days  later,  at  the  close 
of  the  session  for  1870  of  the  Canadian  Medical  Asso- 
ciation, we  find  ourselves  chronicling  events  of  more 
than  ordinary  interest  to  thoughtful  physicians  upon 
our  own  side  of  the  border.  Following  the  lead  of  the 
American  Association,  the  principal  medical  men  of  the 
Dominion  organized  themselves  into  a  national  body, 
very  soon  after  the  confederation  of  the  Provinces, 
adopting  very  closely  our  own  Code  of  Ethics,  Consti- 
tution, and  By-Laws.  Though  the  interests  to  be  con- 
sulted were  myriad,  —  for  no  one  who  has  not  studied 
them  with  care  can  have  any  idea  of  the  intricate  com- 
mingling of  nationalities,  religions,  and  politics,  local 
and  of  a  more  general  character,  here  obtaining,  —  the 
movement  was  very  generally  acquiesced  in  by  the  pro- 
fession, and  the  results  have  been  already  far  more  posi- 
tive and  satisfactory  than  could  have  been  anticipated. 

For  the  past  year  it  has  been  known  by  those  of  us 
in  the  States  who  are  interested  —  as  who  of  the  profes- 
sion at  large  is  not — in  the  elevation  of  the  standard  of 
medical  education,  that  at  this  meeting  of  the  Canadian 
Association  the  outline  of  a  bill  would  be  reported  by 
the  committee  having  the  matter  in  charge,  of  whom 
Prof.  Howard,  of  Montreal,  is  chairman,  to  be  entitled 
^^The  Medical  Act  for  the  Dominion  of  Canada,"  and 
having  for  its  object  a  more  complete  repression  of  char- 
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latanrj,  an  improvement  of  the  system  of  medical  edu- 
cation, already  in  some  respects  far  superior  to  our  own, 
and  a  recognition  by  the  schools,  of  the  outside  profes- 
sion, as  a  counselling,  supporting,  and,  to  a  certain  ex- 
tent at  least,  controlling  power.  It  had  been  foretold  by 
the  most  conservative  men, —  and  it  will  be  recollected 
that  conservatism  is  as  distinguishing  a  trait  of  the  co- 
lonial as  of  the  native  Briton,  —  that  the  Association 
could  come  to  no  common  understanding  upon  any  of 
these  points,  much  less  upon  them  all.  The  event  proved 
the  contrary. 

The  Western  Province,  in  what  is  known  as  "  The 
Ontario  Act,"  passed  some  little  time  ago,  had  given  a 
more  than  tacit  recognition  to  "  the  sects,"  as  they  are 
here  called,  or,  to  repeat  the  bajDtismal  name  conferred 
upon  similar  individuals  in  the  States,  to  "  those  who 
choose  to  walk  in  the  paths  of  pseudo-science,"  *  —  and 
in  consequence  Homoeo2:)aths  and  Eclectics,  as  such,  had 
been  admitted  to  an  influential  position  in  the  Medical 
Council  of  Ontario,  and,  strange  as  it  may  seem,  they 
now  form  members  of  its  Examining  and  Licensing 
Board. 

To  retrace  a  false  step  is  not  always  easy,  providing 
even  the  inclination  to  do  so  exists.  There  can  be  no 
doubt,  however,  that  in  this  instance,  such  will  practi- 
cally be  done,  and  there  can  be  no  question,  unmistaka- 
ble as  is  the  position  of  the  Province  of  Quebec  and  the 
Maritime  Provinces  in  reference  to  every  form  of  quack- 
ery, that  the  profession  in  Ontario  is  equally  indisposed 
to  degrade  itself  to  a  level  with  the  guerillas  of  the 
medical  age. 

We  were  not  displeased,  though  apparently  it  might 
seem  to  conflict  with  American  ideas,  to  see  the  gen- 

♦  Boston  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal,  May  19,  1870,  p.  382. 
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eral  leaning  to  a  Central  Examining  Board^  with  non- 
reception  of  college  diplomas,  no  matter  what  their 
source,  save  in  presumptive  endorsement  of  a  candi- 
date's professional  fitness.  It  was  a  painful  shock  to  us, 
as  Harvard  men,  to  hear  it  stated  in  open  session  that 
in  Ontario  the  Cambridge  degree  had  been  pointedly 
refused  recognition  by  the  Examining  Board,  because 
of  the  gross  incompetence  of  persons  who  had  presented 
themselves  fresh  from  graduation  at  that  school.  Well 
known  as  it  is  that  scores  of  provincial  students  for 
many  years  have  flocked  to  Boston  to  get  their  diplomas 
more  easily  than  at  home,  and  that  the  college  by  the 
means  familiar  to  canvassers  has  particularly  bid  for  this 
class  of  students,  the  fact  we  refer  to  becomes  the  more 
distasteful. 

As  gynaecologists,  the  action  of  the  Association  in 
fixing  the  minimum  of  instruction  in  our  own  depart- 
ment at  "  two  courses  of  study  of  six  months  each,  in 
the  diseases  of  women,"  independently  of  midwifery,  to 
which  also  an  equal  amount  of  attention  must  be  given, 
as  well  as  "  attendance  on  the  practice  of  a  lying-in  hos- 
pital for  six  months,"  has  afforded  us  much  pleasure. 

By  this  and  similar  positive  action,  upon  the  part 
of  our  Canadian  friends,  more  has  been  done  in  three 
days  to  necessitate  an  elevation  of  the  standard  of  medi- 
cal education  in  the  United  States  than  has  been  ac- 
complished by  the  many  years'  discussion  of  the  subject 
at  conventions  of  our  medical  teachers,  all  told.  Here- 
after, provincial  students  intending  to  practise  at  home 
cannot  come  to  our  schools  unless  these  are  raised  to  the 
Canadian  standard,  nor  can  our  own  graduates  cross 
the  border  with  the  intent  to  enter  upon  practice. 

In  one  very  important  point  the  Canadian  Associa- 
tion has  improved  upon  the  proposed  Medical  Act  of 
the  mother  country.     There,  the  Central  Council  is  to 
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be  taken  wholly  from  the  schools  and  nniversities ;  here, 
one  half  of  its  members  are  to  be  elected  from  the  out- 
side profession.  It  is  the  first  distinct  and  authorita- 
tive recognition  of  the  doctrme  enunciated  and  accepted 
at  the  meeting  of  our  own  Association  the  present  year, 
that  the  profession,  as  such,  has  a  controlling  power  over 
the  colleges.  That  power  each  year  will  make  more 
and  more  manifest. 

Of  the  courtesy  with  which,  as  a  delegate  from  the 
American  Medical  Association,  we  have  been  received 
at  Ottawa,  we  need  not  speak.  Meeting  many  old 
friends,  encircled  by  men  by  far  the  majority  of  whom 
have  been  bred  across  the  water,  and  who  acknowledge 
the  same  teachers  and  doctrines  as  ourselves,  our  trip 
has  been  indeed  to  a  professional  Mecca,  and  we  return 
more  sure  than  before  that  our  daily  path,  over  what- 
ever roughnesses  it  may  be,  points  towards  the  only 
true  and  worthy  goal. 


^^  Issues  no  more  personal  than  public,"  we  have 
said,  are  each  and  all  that  this  Journal  has  yet  dis- 
cussed. And  when  we  write,  discarding  the  wiles  of  a 
hackneyed  and  but  semi-astute  diplomacy,  we  use  plain 
EngUsh,  and  touch  the  thing,  whatever  it  may  chance 
to  be,  with  the  needle's  point. 

Early  in  the  present  month,  at  the  Stated  Meeting  of 
the  Councillors  of  the  Massachusetts  Medical  Society,  a 
report  is  to  be  made  by  a  Star-chamber  Committee,  con- 
sisting of  Drs.  Wellington,  of  Cambridgeport,  Millet,  of 
Bridge  water,  Savory,  of  Lowell,  Bronson,  of  Attle- 
boro',  and  Hosmer,  of  AVatertown,  who  have  been  ap- 
pointed to  consider  what  shall  be  done  with  certain 
physicians  of  this  city  and  State,  who  were  instrumental 
in  procuring  the  action  by  the  American  Medical  Asso- 
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elation,  in  May  last,  with  reference  to  the  Society  men- 
tioned, irregular  practitioners,  and  the  Medical  College. 

Inasmuch  as  the  action  in  question  was  wholly  based 
upon  a  formal  memorial  from  the  Gynaecological  So- 
ciety to  the  Association,  duly  presented  and  considered 
by  that  body,  and  was  not  obtained  by  any  individual 
or  individuals  as  such,  we  look  with  curiosity  for  the 
report  of  the  committee.  It  is  intimated  that  an  at- 
tempt will  be  made  to  evade  the  question  by  laying  the 
matter  upon  the  table,  or  affecting  to  consider  the  Mas- 
sachusetts Medical  Society  as  the  victim  of  a  stupendous 
joke.  This,  however,  we  do  not  intend  to  permit.  We 
demand  that  the  report  be  made.  When  this  has  been 
done,  it  will  be  time  for  us  to  consider  who  are  the  par- 
ties to  be  pilloried. 

It  is  not  necessary  for  us  to  call  the  attention  of  the 
Councillors  from  the  country  districts  to  the  importance 
of  their  attending  the  coming  meeting,  the  result  of 
which  may  have  somewhat  to  do  with  the  future  har- 
mony, and,  perchance,  the  very  existence,  of  the  State 
Society. 

Meanwhile,  we  have  been  admitted  behind  the  tawdry 
scenes  of  the  great  congressional  puppet-show  at  Wash- 
ington, and,  without  our  own  seeking,  one  of  the  chief 
managers'  wires  has  been  placed  in  our  hands.  Upon 
what  purely  selfish  and  personal  issues  hang,  usually 
and  everywhere,  great  public  destinies !  i^ine  Yankee 
carpet-baggers,  so  runs  the  record  sent  to  us  through 
one  of  themselves  from  their  great  captain-in-chief,  have 
been  detailed  to  the  little  State  of  Massachusetts,  in  the 
midsummer  heat,  to  enter  into  meetings  of  its  medical 
societies  and  the  caucuses  of  a  gubernatorial  campaign, 
noftiinally  to  unmask  a  so-called  bid,  twenty  years  in 
advance,  by  an  obscure  individual  for  the  Presidency 
of  the  American  Medical  Association,  but  in  reality  to 
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stir  the  political  caldron  with  our  National  Associa- 
tion as  the  disturbing-stick,  in  the  vain  hope  that  the 
old  question  that  both  North  and  South  believe  is  at  last 
buried  forever,  may  perchance  be  made  to  rise  again  for 
the  moment,  to  vex  men's  souls  and  to  secure  a  patent 
political  end. 

.  A  plague  upon  such  demagogues.  If  certain  public 
men  whom  we  might  name,  and  whom  as  Northerners 
we  have  to  this  time  always  supported,  desire  by  striking 
at  our  profession,  privately  or  publicly,  collectively  or 
as  individuals,  to  create  what  may  prove  the  nucleus, 
however  seemingly  insignificant  at  first,  of  a  great  reac- 
tionary movement  in  American  politics,  for  which  the 
times  are  rapidly  ripening,  we  deprecate,  but  might  not 
refuse  to  accept,  the  challenge. 


Ik  our  issue  for  August  we  gave  a  brief  notice 
of  the  fact  that  the  physicians  of  Lynn  were  taking 
steps  to  bring  to  merited  judgment  one  of  their  own 
member.  Dr.  Asa  T.  Newhall,  who  for  many  years  has 
brought  reproach  upon  the  profession  by  the  habitual 
and  unconcealed  practice  of  criminal  abortion.  Since 
then  we  learn  that  the  complaint  was  made  out  in  due 
form,  signed  by  nearly  all  the  regular  physicians  of  the 
city,  and  forwarded  to  the  President  of  the  Massachu- 
setts Medical  Society.  The  trial  took  ])lace  at  Boston, 
on  Thursday,  Sept.  1st,  the  accused  with  his  accusers 
having  been  summoned  to  appear  before  the  Board  of 
five  Commissioners  designated  by  the  President  of  the 
Society  to  try  the  case. 

The  charge  against  the  accused  was  in  substance 
that  he  had  l)een  guilty  of  grossly  immoral  conduct  in 
the   practice  of  criminal   abortion.     In   order  to  give 
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directness  to  the  accusation  four  instances  were  speci- 
fied from  among  the  many  within  the  knowledge  of 
Lynn  physicians,  in  which  the  crime  alkided  to  had 
been  committed.  These  did  not  include  the  cases 
which  had  been  brought  prominently  before  the  public 
through  coroners'  inquests  and  judicial  proceedings. 

Notwithstanding  the  man's  well-known  effrontery  of 
character,  he  did  not  have  the  hardihood  to  attempt 
even  a  show  of  defence,  but  allowed  the  case  to  go 
against  him  by  default.  He  was  doubtless  well  aware 
that  his  presence  would  only  furnish  opportunity  for  a 
more  emphatic  and  detailed  declaration  of  his  crimes, 
without  affording  the  slightest  possible  hope  of  acquittal. 
And  he  doubtless  felt,  too,  that  the  moral  sense  of  the 
community,  so  long  outraged  and  defied,  was  at  last 
aroused,  and  would  be  satisfied  with  nothing  short  of 
the  most  condign  punishment. 

His  expulsion  has  purged  our  ranks  of  one  dishon- 
orable name.  Are  there  any  others?  Let  us  look  well 
to  it!  A  ball  has  been  set  in  motion  which  should  not 
cease  rolling ;  a  movement  has  been  inaugurated  which 
should  not  be  arrested  until  it  has  overthrown  the  grim 
Moloch  to  whom  our  children  are  being  yearly  sacri- 
ficed in  numbers  that  would  seem  incredible  to  one  not 
familiar  with  the  statistics  of  the  abominable  rite. 
Earnest,  persistent  labor  is  required,  both  inside  and 
outside  of  the  profession.  In  our  keeping,  fellow-phy- 
sicians, lies  the  great  issue.  We  can,  in  time,  create  a 
healthy  public  sentiment  where  it  does  not  now  exist. 
We  can  speak  out  boldly  and  let  people  know  what  we, 
who  have  had  the  best  opportunities  for  investigating 
the  subject,  think  of  cruninal  abortion,  both  in  its  med- 
ical and  legal  aspects.  In  this  way  we  can  at  least 
drive  the  harpy  from  the  abodes  of  the  virtuous  and 
good,  where  it  too  often  makes  its  foul  nest,  and  banish 
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it  to  regions  inhabited  by  persons  of  no  doubtful  char- 
acter. 

The  physicians  of  Lynn  have  done  their  duty  tardily 
but  well ;  and  from  remarks  we  have  heard  dropped, 
they  do  not  intend  to  let  the  matter  rest  there,  but  will 
keep  a  watchful  eye  upon  the  culprit,  whose  presence 
would  better  grace  the  inside  of  the  State  Prison  than 
the  free  streets  and  homes  of  a  Puritan  city. 

It  is  unpleasant  to  use  such  language  with  reference 
to  any  individual;  but  it  is  intended  for  Dr.  JSTewhall  as 
the  representative  —  and  a  fitting  one,  too  —  of  a  class. 
We  have  such  an  utter  abhorrence  of  any  man  who 
could  for  a  long  lifetime  derive  his  income  from,  and 
grow  rich  upon,  the  profits  of  this  nefarious  business, 
that  the  strongest  language  seems  tame  when  we  are 
writing  upon  the  subject. 


We  have  for  some  time  been  intending  to  say  a 
word  to  our  readers  upon  the  importance,  in  a  gynaeco- 
logical light,  of  providing  a  better  system  of  public 
"latrinse"  in  all  our  large  cities,  and  of  a  better  ar- 
rangement of  apparatus  for  a  similar  purpose  in  private 
dwellings.  This  is  a  matter,  we  are  glad  to  say,  which 
is  already  receiving  deserved  attention  from  the  State 
Board  of  Health.* 

In  looking  up  the  literature  of  the  ^^  dry-earth  sys- 
tem," at  present  so  deservedly  attracting  public  atten- 
tion, we  find  a  page  or  two  directly  to  the  point  as 
specially  aflecting  the  health  of  women.  In  this  con- 
nection we  will  not  dwell  upon  the  great  value  of  the 
earth-closet,  as  tending   to   prevent  the  extension  of 


*  Tho  Prevention  of  Disease.     By  George  Derby,  M.D.,  Secretary  of  the  Board.    First 
Annual  Report  of  tho  State  Board  of  Health  of  Massachusetts,  1870,  p.  54.  i 
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cholera,  the  occurrence  of  typhoid  and  the  like,  —  ques- 
tions to  which  we  may  hereafter  take  occasion  to  recur. 
There  is  not  a  dwelling-house,  a  hotel,  or  a  manufac- 
tory in  the  land,  even  if  already  provided  with  expen- 
sive plumbing  work,  where  the  closets  would  not  be 
found  a  most  useful  appendage. 

^"^  Probably  no  single  cause  has  had  so  much  influence 
in  producing  the  peculiarly  delicate  condition  for  which 
women  living  in  the  country  and  in  small  towns  in 
America  are  notorious,  as  the  discomfort,  inconvenience, 
and  frequent  repulsiveness  of  their  closet  accommoda- 
tions. 

"In  towns  which  are  supplied  with  water,  and  in 
those  houses  of  the  better  class  which  are  furnished 
with  water  by  private  works,  the  use  of  the  water-closet 
soon  becomes  universal,  and  its  usefulness  is  at  once 
recognized.  But,  probably,  ninety-nine  out  of  every 
hundred  habitations  in  the  whole  country  have  nothing 
better  than  an  unsightly  privy,  standing  at  some  dis- 
tance from  the  house,  —  too  often  barbarously  foul, — 
and  generally  unapproachable  except  by  an  entirely 
unprotected  walk,  that  is  more  or  less  exposed  to  public 
view,  and,  in  wet  or  cold  weather,  is  passable  only  at 
the  risk  of  getting  wet  feet,  draggling  through  wet  grass 
or  weeds,  plodding  through  snow,  or  facing  cold  winds 
and  storms. 

"As  a  natural  consequence,  delicate  women  soon 
school  themselves  to  a  postponement  of  the  demands  of 
nature,  sometimes  for  days  together,  rather  than  expose 
themselves  to  the  danger  of  taking  cold  and  to  the  cer- 
tainty of  great  annoyance.  Sometimes  modest}^,  and 
sometimes  the  dread  of  discomfort  and  exposure,  is  the 
motive.  In  all  cases  the  result  is  the  same.  The  natu- 
ral functions  become  disordered,  the  digestion  is  im- 
paired, and  dyspepsia,  with  its  thousand-and-one  horrors, 
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1 
breaks  down  the  constitution  and  lays  the  foundation  for 

all  manner  of  ^  female  complaints.'  \ 

"  It  is  unnecessary  to  enlarge  on  this  subject.     Every 

sensible  woman  who  has  been  subjected  to  the  evil  alluded  j 
to  must  accept  the  foregoing  statement  of  the  case  as  a 

true  one,  and  recognize  the  fact  that  any  plan  by  which  i 

suitable    accommodation  can   be   provided  within   the  *  j 

house  offers  unspeakable  relief.  ; 

"  In  addition  to  this,  women  who  have  had  the  least  ' 

experience  in  sick-rooms  know  that  nothing  connected  . 
with  our  lives  is  more  horrible  than  the  want  of  suitable 

accommodations  for  helpless  invalids  (and  this  not  even  i 

the  water-closet  supplies) ,  —  horrible  for  the  attendant,  | 

and  still  more  horrible  for  the  invalid  himself.  i 

"  The  most  perfect  relief  in  both  cases  is  afforded  by 

the  use  of  the  earth-closet.   It  is  not  worth  while  to  dis-  j 

cuss  here  the  relative  superiority  of  the  water-closet  and  j 

the  earth-closet;  the  only  idea  that  it  is  sought  now  to  \ 

enforce  is,  that  by  the  aid  of  the  latter,  the  well-known  , 

advantages  of  the  former  are  placed  within  the  reach  of  j 
every  person  in  the  land." 

We  have  spoken  of  the  general  subject  of  cabinets  1 

d'aisance  for  females.     There  are  many  topics  of  equal  ; 

special  interest  to  which  we  intend,  by  and  by,  to  refer,  i 

Such  are,  the  injurious  effects  of  the  sewing-machine,  j 

and  the  means  of  averting  them;  the  common-school  | 

system  of  ]S[^ew  England  in  its  relations  to  female  schol-  | 

ars  and  female  teachers;  the  physical  evils  of  inten-  i 
tional  sterility  in  the  married;  and  the  employment  by 

the  unmarried,  of  the  worse  than  Pompeiian  thalli,  now  i 

unblushingly  sold  at  the  rubber  stores  of  this  city.  ; 
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PROCEEDINGS    OF    THE    SOCIETY. 

[Reported  by  Horatio  R.  Storer,  Secretary. "] 

THIRTY-THIRD  REGULAR  MEETING,  MAY  3,  1870. 

The  thirty-third  regular  meeting  of  the  Society  was 
held  on  the  evening  of  May  3d,  1870,  at  Hotel  Pelham, 
the  President  in  the  chair.  Present,  Drs.  Lewis,  Dut- 
ton,  Warner,  Warren,  Weston,  Martin,  and  Bixby,  and, 
by  invitation.  Dr.  J.  H.  Streeter,  of  Boston  Highlands. 
Owing  to  the  absence  of  the  Secretary,  the  President 
appointed  Dr.  Bixby,  Secretary  pro  tern. 

The  records  of  the  last  meeting  were  read  and 
accepted. 

The  Secretary  read  letters  from  Drs.  E.  L.  Beaumont, 
of  Lavaca,  Texas;  W.  H.  Williams,  of  Shreveport, 
La.;  ]^.  E.  Jones,  of  Circleville,  Ohio;  John  M.  Willey, 
of  San  Francisco,  CaL;  Edward  Garraway,  of  Kent, 
England;  Robert  ]!^ewman,  of  JSTew  York  City;  John 
Ordronaux,  of  Eoslyn,  N.  Y. ;  and  Henry  F.  Lyster,  of 
Detroit,  acknowledging  their  election  as  Corresponding 
Members.  He  also  read  two  letters  from  Sir  James  Y. 
Simpson,  of  Edinburgh,  relative  to  his  reply,  communi- 
cated through  the  Society,  to  the  second  letter  of  Dr. 

Entered,  according  to  act  of  Congress,  in  the  year  1870,  by  Horatio  R.  Storer,  M.D., 
in  the  OflEice  of  the  Librarian  of  Congress  at  Washington. 
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Jacob  Bigclow,  of  this  city,  concerning  the  discovery  of 
practical  anaesthesia.  One  of  these  letters  was  written 
by  dictation  from  a  bed  of  sickness,  from  which  the 
honored  Professor  did  not  himself  expect  again  to  rise. 

The  reading  of  these  letters  was  listened  to  with  the 
deepest  interest.  The  Secretary  then  presented  the 
commnnication  above  mentioned,  printed  as  a  snpple- 
ment  to  the  May  nnmljcr  of  the  Society's  Jonrnal,  since 
this  had  already  gone  to  press  before  it  was  received. 
The  commnnication  was  written  especially  for  the  So- 
ciety, and,  as  Dr.  Simpson  himself  states  in  his  letter,  it 
wonld  be  his  last  offering  to  it  and  to  Science. 

Dr.  Bixby  read  the  second  part  of  his  translation  of 
Prof.  Mayer's  paper  npon  the  Inflnence  of  Diseases  of 
the  Sexnal  Organs  npon  the  Mind,  in  "Women. 

In  connection  with  the  snbject,  Dr.  Bixby  related  the 
history  of  two  cases  of 

AMEXOERHCEA     ATTENDED    BY  MEXTAL    DISTURBAXCE, 

at  present  at  St.  Elizabeth's  Hospital. 

Dr.  Warner  detailed  a  case  of  similar  nature  that  had 
been  under  his  own  observation. 

A  communication  was  presented  from  Dr.  S.  M.  Mou- 
ser,  of  San  Francisco,  relative  to  certain  habits  of  the 
aborigines  of  the  Pacific  coast  during  parturition. 

I  read  in  the  Journal  of  the  Gyna3Cological  Society 
of  Boston,  for  March,  1870,  some  discussion  on  the  arti-: 
ficial  extrusion  of  the  foetus  by  manual  and  other  exter- 
nal pressure,  and  an  inquiry  as  to  the  method  in  use  by 
the  alDorigines  during  parturition. 

The  Indians  of  the  Pacific  coast  known  as  "Dig- 
gers" pursue  the  following  practice  in  such  cases:  A 
female  friend  of  the  patient  acts  the  part  of  midwife, 
seats  herself  on  the  ground,  her  back  resting  against  a 
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tree.  The  patient  is  seated  on  the  thighs,  her  back  rest- 
ing against  the  abdomen  of  the  midwife.  During  the 
expulsive  pain  the  midwife  embraces  the  abdomen  of 
the  patient  with  both  arms,  making  firm  pressure,  re- 
laxing her  embrace  during  the  interval,  thus  continuing 
the  process  of  pressure  and  relaxation  until  the  comple- 
tion of  labor. 

There  is  a  practice  quite  as  unique  among  a  certain 
class  of  Mexicans  in  this  State.  In  this  class  are  many 
who  make  midwifery  a  specialty.  These  midwives  in- 
variably apply  a  bandage  at  the  commencement  of  labor, 
tightening  it  from  time  to  time,  as  labor  progresses,  until 
its  completion. 

Dr.  W.  W.  Light,  who  has  practised  medicine  for 
several  years  on  the  frontier  of  JNIexico,  informs  me  that 
in  cases  of  retained  placenta,  after  many  and  various 
ineffectual  means,  the  last  resort  is  to  procure  the  ser- 
vices of  a  person  who  has  been  qualified  for  this  special 
purpose  by  having  a  cross  cut  in  the  sole  of  each  foot. 
This  person  "  walks "  upon  the  abdomen  of  the  patient 
until  the  placenta  is  expelled. 

The  Secretary  presented,  in  the  name  of  the  venerable 
Dr.  T.  "W.  Boerstler,  Sen.,  of  Lancaster,  Ohio,  two  pho- 
tographs (back  and  front  view)  of  a  complex  hepa- 
todym,  a  variety  of  double  monster,  the  history  of  which 
was  reported  in  the  "  American  Journal  of  the  Medical 
Sciences"  for  July,  1855,  with  remarks  by  the  late  Prof. 
C,  D.  Meigs. 

The  following  report  was  presented  in  behalf  of  Dr. 
E.  Will  son,  of  Mantorville,  Minnesota,  of  a  case  of 

CUTAXEOUS    EPtUPTIO:N"    AT    THE    3IEXSTRUAL    PERIOD. 

Miss  — '■ — ,  now  aged  about  twenty,  first  menstruated 
at  the  usual  period  in  the  usual  manner  for  the  first  two 
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or  three  times,  after  which  she  Avoiild  have,  during  her 
monthhes,  hemorrhages  from  the  lungs,  nose,  stomach, 
or  bowels,  producing  much  distress  and  derangement 
of  her  general  health ;  was  treated  by  several  eminent 
men  in  Virginia  without  benefit. 

She  came  to  Minnesota,  hoping  that  a  change  of 
climate  might  be  of  service,  which  was  the  case  so  far 
as  her  general  health  was  concerned.  Her  monthlies, 
however,  continued  to  display  their  usual  freaks,  with  at 
last  a  new  one  added.  Was  called  to  see  her  with  a 
suj^posed  eruptive  disease.  It  was  at  the  time  of  her 
period.  I  found  her  covered  with  a  rash,  very  similar 
in  appearance  to  varicella,  the  skin  and  mucous  mem- 
branes being  completely  covered  with  pustules,  varying 
in  size  from  a  pin's  head  to  a  pea,  very  painful  to  the 
touch,  and  accompanied  with  rigors  and  fever  simulta- 
neously, and  great  prostration. 

The  eruption  continued  to  come  out  in  successive 
crops,  each  one  being  smaller  in  size,  until  they  entirely 
disappeared.  At  the  time  for  her  next  monthly  she  had 
so  far  recovered  as  to  able  to  sit  up  most  of  the  time 
and  walk  into  the  dining-room  to  her  meals  with  the 
family. 

She  now,  while  sitting  in  her  chair,  and  without  the 
slightest  premonition,  commenced  flowing  at  a  fearful 
rate.  She  went  to  bed  immediately,  a  messenger  was 
despatched  in  great  haste,  and  I  was  enabled  to  reach 
her  in  about  two  hours. 

I  found  her  pulseless  at  the  wrist,  unable  to  speak 
above  a  whisper,  with  a  cold,  clammy  sweat,  and  every 
appearance  of  immediate  dissolution. 

The  hemorrhage  had  spent  its  violence  some  time 
before  my  arrival,  and  did  not  again  recur.  She  had 
swooned  several  times.  She  was  greatly  alarmed,  as 
were  also  her  friends  at  such  a  fearful  loss  of  the  vital 
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fluid.  Having  quieted  her  alarm  by  assuring  her  that 
she  was  not  in  any  immediate  danger,  I  proceeded  to 
administer  brandy,  quinine,  ergot,  plumb,  acet.,  and 
opium,  as  I  thought  the  case  required,  and  she  made  as 
rapid  a  recovery  as  could  be  expected. 

About  two  days  before  her  next  monthly  I  ordered 
ergot  three  times  a  day,  to  continue  until  her  menses 
disappeared. 

Next  menstruation  at  the  expected  time,  normal, 
and  has  been  so  ever  since,  nearly  two  years.  Health 
perfect. 

The  Secretary  presented,  from  Dr.  H.  D.  Ballard,  of 
Findhiy,  Ohio,  the  notes  of  an  apparent  case  of 

PERIODICAL     SPOXTANEOUS    RUPTURE    OF   AN   OVARIAIST 

CYST. 

Mrs. ,  aged  thirty-three  years,  married,  the  mother 

of  three  children,  youngest  two  years  old,  having  pre- 
viously enjoyed  fair  health,  called  at  my  office,  July, 
1869,  to  seek  advice  concerning  a  tumor  she  had  noticed 
in  the  region  of  the  left  ovaiy.  Upon  a  careful  exami- 
nation found  a  tumor  about  the  size  of  foetal  head, 
slightly  movable,  seemingly  unilocular,  in  its  general 
contour  free  from  nodulations,  and  upon  free  handhng 
producing  no  pain.  The  case  was  seen  at  intervals  of 
about  ten  days,  till  the  middle  of  October,  noting  a 
continual  though  gradual  increase  in  the  size  of  the 
tumor.  About  the  first  of  November,  the  sac  or 
cyst  spontaneously  ruptured  and  its  contents  were 
poured  into  the  peritoneal  cavity,  presenting  the  gen- 
eral appearance  of  ascites.  The  escaped  fluid  was  rap- 
idly taken  up,  and  soon  disappeared  under  the  free, 
judicious  use  of  diuretics,  and  for  the  period  of  three 
or  four  weeks  there  were  no  signs  of  tumor,  and  a  seem- 


278  Proceedings  of  the  Society.  [Nov., 

ing-  restoration  to  health.  But  shortly  after  this  time 
she  noticed  the  tumor  reappearing,  which  rapidly  devel- 
oped to  about  one-half  the  size  of  the  original  tumor, 
when  it  again  spontaneously  ruptured,  being  attended 
by  all  the  symptoms  and  the  same  results  as  in  the  first 
case.  It  continues  to  fill  up  and  rupture  at  stated  pe- 
riods till  now.  The  patient's  general  health  is  suffering 
from  the  progress  of  the  disease,  so  that  she  is  unable  to 
leave  her  room,  and  she  is  much  of  the  time  in  bed,  be- 
ing considerably  reduced  in  flesh  and  strength.  Sufiers 
but  little  from  pain,  except  from  slight  dysuria.  She 
regularly  menstruates.  The  peritoneal  cavity  now,  be- 
tween the  times  of  the  filling  up  and  rupturing  of  the 
sac,  is  not  entirely  free  from  fluid.  The  patient  has 
been  seen  frequently  by  Drs.  Spayth,  Hurd,  and  Lang- 
worthy,  who  concur  in  the  above  outlines  of  the  history 
of  the  case. 

A  communication  was  read  from  Dr.  H.  Beauchamp, 
of  Hamilton,  Ohio,  detailing  a  case  of 

RECURRENT   CELLULAR  INFLAMMATION. 

In  the  Gynaecological  Journal  for  March,  1870,  my 
attention  was  directed  to  an  article  on  Pelvic  Abscess, 
in  which  a  case  was  presented  wherein  great  difficulty 
occurred  in  the  diagnosis;  one  physician  treating  the 
patient  for  a  long  time  without  at  all  suspecting  her 
malady. 

I  had  treated  one  case  of  the  disease  during  the  past 
year^  but,  at  the  time,  I  did  not  think  of  the  interest 
attached  to  the  affection,  and  therefore  did  not  report 
it.     I  now  offer  it  to  you  in  brief. 

Was  consulted  by  the  husband  of  Mrs.  Geo.  I , 

October  28th,  18G9.  He  said  his  wife  thought  she  was 
troubled  with  seat  worms;  she  complained  of  uneasy 
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sensations  about  the  fundament;  sometimes  amount- 
ing to  pain.  Had  not  seen  any  worms  in  the  dis- 
charges. 

R.  Aloes  and  turpentine  in  emulsion.  Inject  three 
times  daily. 

"Was  called  to  see  the  patient  during  the  night  of  the 
29th,  and  found  her  suffering  great  pain,  which  she 
characterized  as  agony,  and  which  gave  rise  to  general 
spasm.  The  local  pain  was  apparently  caused  by  spasm 
of  the  sphincter  ani,  and  came  paroxysmally;  she  be- 
lieved her  trouble  to  be  hemorrhoids  —  from  which  she 
had  before  suffered.  From  her  answers  to  my  ques- 
tions, I  could  not  get  a  knowledge  of  the  cause  of  suf- 
fering, and  proposed  an  examination  of  her  person,  as 
I  thought  a  pile  tumor  had  become  strangulated,  and 
would  necessitate  some  operative  measure  to  relieve  it; 
but  I  could  not  then  get  her  consent.  Therefore  gave 
her  chlorodyne  to  relieve  spasm,  and  ordered  warm  in- 
jections, with  also  a  hip  bath. 

Morning  of  the  30th,  bowels  moved,  but  the  opera- 
tion gave  intense  j)ain  and  brought  no  relief.  I  now 
insisted  upon  an  examination.  Found  no  tumors  in  or 
around  the  anus;  passed  the  index-finger  into  the  va- 
gina, and  immediately  came  in  contact  with  a  tumor  in 
its  posterior  wall,  —  in  the  recto-vaginal  septum, — 
which  I  had  little  trouble  in  diagnosticating  an  abscess. 
Not  deciding  to  interfere  at  once,  I  ordered  warm  aco- 
nite and  water  injections.  Nov.  1st,  the  tumor  (abscess) 
opened  during  stool,  and  discharged  a  large  quantity 
of  healthy-looking  pus;  relief  was  obtained  at  once. 

March  9th,  1870,  Mrs.  J.  was  again  attacked  with 
symptoms  of  pelvic  inflammation,  referable  to  the  region 
of  the  left  ovary,  extending  downward  into  the  pelvic 
cavity,  and  giving  rise  to  intense  pain  during  defeca- 
tion and  when  urinating.     On  account  of  her  previous 
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difficulty  I  was  led  to  suspect  a  forming  abscess,  but  I 
was  fortunate  in  my  efforts  to  arrest  the  inflammatory 
act  before  suppuration  had  taken  place. 

I  gave  her  opium,  largely,  bromide  of  ammonium; 
warm  aconite  vaginal  injections,  clysters  of  tepid 
water,  hip  baths  during  efforts  of  urination,  and  blisters 
over  the  aflected  region.  Patient  had  a  good  recovery. 
Duration  of  treatment  eleven  days. 

During  the  interval,  from  the  date  of  her  recovery 
from  her  attack  in  October,  1869,  she  has  not  suffered 
any  inconvenience  or  difficulty  attributable  to  the  former 
aft'ection. 

Extracts  were  read  from  a  letter  from  Dr.  Samuel  D. 
Turney,  of  Circleville,  Ohio,  addressed  to  Dr.  Storer, 
upon 

BROMIDE    OF   POTASSIUM   AS   A  KEIVIEDY  FOR   VOMITING 
ATTENDING   THE   INDUCTION   OF   ANESTHESIA. 

Dr.  Turney  says :  — 

"  I  owe  you  gratitude  for  your  valuable  hints  on  the 
anti-emetic  property  of  bromide  of  potassium,  adminis- 
tered prior  to  chloroform. 

"  In  nearly  one  hundred  cases  in  which  I  have  since 
adopted  it,  I  have  not  had  this  very  troublesome  com- 
pUcation  to  contend  with,  saving  once,  and  this,  from 
the  relaxation  of  the  sphincter  and  disturbance  of  the 
vital  organs,  might,  I  believe  without  it,  have  been  a 
fatal  case." 

A  communication  was  read  from  Dr.  Henry  M.  Lilly, 
of  Fond  Du  Lac,  Wisconsin,  upon 

TRANSVERSE    DILATATION    OF    THE   OS   UTERI. 


[Dr.  Lilly's  paper  is  published  in  the  Journal  of  the  Society  for  the  present 
month.] 
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An  extract  was  read  from  a  letter  from  Dr.  H.  F. 
Lj^ster^  of  Detroit,  Mich.,  detailing  a  case  of  yesico-vag- 
inal  fistula,  npon  Avhich  he  was  about  operating,  in 
which  nature  had  thrown  the  cervix  into  the  bladder 
with  the  effect  of  nearly  occluding  the  vagina,  it  being 
an  instance,  as  Dr.  L.  called  it,  of  "^Nature  (after 
Sims)." 

[An  account  of  the  operation  referred  to,  subsequently  communicated  to  the 
Society,  is  published  in  the  Journal  for  the  present  month.] 

Dr.  Warner,  of  the  Committee  appointed  by  the  So- 
ciety to  investigate  the  subject  of  the  history  of  practi- 
cal anaesthesia,  with  reference  to  a  settlement  of  the 
question  as  to  whom  belongs  the  honor  of  its  discovery, 
reported  in  favor  of  Dr.  Horace  Wells,  of  Hartford, 
Ct.,  and  offered  in  behalf  of  the  Committee,  the  others 
of  whom  were  Drs.  Sullivan  and  Dutton,  the  following 
resolutions :  — 

JResolvedj  That,  after  careful  investigation  of  all  the 
evidence  presented,  the  honor  of  the  solution  of  the 
problem  of  practical  anaesthesia,  as  distinguished  from 
the  suggestion  of  any  special  agent,  belongs  without 
the  shadow  of  a  doubt  to  the  late  Dr.  Horace  "Wells,  of 
Hartford,  Ct. 

The  resolution  was  unanimously  adopted,  and  it  was 
ordered  that  it  should  be  telegraphed  by  the  Secretary 
to  the  delegates  of  the  Society  at  present  at  Washing- 
ton, in  attendance  upon  the  Session  of  the  American 
Medical  Association,  with  instructions  to  present  it  to 
that  body,  in  furtherance  of  any  attempt  that  might  be 
made  to  render  a  tardy  justice  to  the  memory  of  the 
late  Dr.  Horace  Wells. 

Adjourned. 
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THIRTY-FOURTH   REGULAR  MEETING,   MAY   17.    1S70. 

The  thirty-fourth  regular  meeting  of  the  Society  was 
held  on  the  evening  of  May  17th,  1870,  at  Hotel  Pel- 
ham,  the  President  in  the  chair.  This  meeting  having 
been  set  apart  for  memorial  services,  in  honor  of  the 
deceased  Sir  James  Y.  Simpson,  of  Edinburgh,  the  first 
Honorary  Member  of  the  Society,  the  reading  of  the 
records  of  the  preceding  meeting  was  dispensed  Avith, 
and  it  was  voted  to  attend  to  no  other  business  during 
the  evening  than  that  announced.  The  members  then 
2)assed  into  the  mourning  Chamber  prepared  for  the  oc- 
casion. 

[The  report  of  the  proceedings  of  this  memorial  meeting  Avas  published  in  the 
Journal  of  the  Society  for  June,  1870,  i)ages  380  to  392.] 


TRANSVERSE   DILATATION   OF   THE  OS  UTERI. 

By  Henry  M.  Lilly,  Fond  Du  Lac,  Wisconsin. 
[  Communicated  to  the  Society,  and  read  May  3, 1S70.] 

In  the  April  number  of  the  Gynaecological  Journal 
I  find  recorded  a  brief  discussion  on  "  Transverse  Dila- 
tation of  the  Os  Uteri,"  in  young  unmarried  women. 
From  the  tone  of  the  remarks,  I  infer  that  some  of  the 
members  of  the  Gynaecological  Society  of  Boston  do 
not  regard  the  virtue  of  such  females  as  being  altogether 
above  suspicion.  I  should  be  sorry  if  I  were  obliged 
to  take  this  view  myself.  It  would  quite  upset  my  con- 
fidence in  some  young  ladies  of  my  acquaintance,  whom 
I  have  been  accustomed  to  regard  with  the  greatest 
respect.  A  medical  friend  of  mine  in  this  city  was 
called  to  treat  a  young  unmarried  lady  for  some  obscure 
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pelvic  trouble.  He  was  accustomed  to  regard  this  con- 
dition of  the  OS  as  indicative  of  a  previous  pregnancy. 
In  the  case  referred  to,  he  found  a  nearly  imperforate 
hymen;  there  was  a  small  opening  sufficient  to  allow 
the  escape  of  menstrual  fluid,  but  it  was  only  about 
large  enough  to  admit  a  female  catheter.  "With  his  fin- 
ger he  rujDtured  the  not  very  tough  hymen,  and  made 
room  for  the  necessary  exploration  of  the  uterus.  Much 
to  his  surprise  he  found  one  of  the  most  well-marked 
cases  of  transverse  dilatation' of  the  os  that  he  had  ever 
met  with.  No  foetus  could  have  ever  passed  through 
that  little  hole  in  the  hymen;  and,  taking  into  considera- 
tion the  ease  with  which  the  hymen  was  ruptured,  it 
was  altogether  improbable  that  she  had  ever  attempted 
intercourse  with  the  male.  My  friend's  confidence  in 
his  theory  of  transverse  dilatation  has  been  very  per- 
ceptibly weakened  since  the  foregoing  afiair,  while  his 
reliance  upon  female  virtue  has,  to  the  same  extent, 
become  improved. 

I  have  amused  myself  in  showing  the  photograph, 
herewith  presented,  to  my  medical  friends,  some  of  whom 
have  expressed  a  very  decided  opinion  that  the  female 
to  whom  the  uterus  belonged  must  have  borne  children! 


It  was  taken,  however,  from  a  female  infant  at  full  term, 
but  which  perished  soon  after  birth  from  some  cause 
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unknown.  Here,  then,  we  have  a  i)hotogra2:)h  of  the 
OS  uteri  of  the  female  at  birth.  "  Transverse  dila- 
tation" is  in  this  case  the  normal  condition.  In  the 
photograph  the  vagina  is  slit  up  on  its  right  side,  and 
the  uterus  is  lying  upon  its  left  side.  May  it  not  be 
that  a  certain  percentage  of  young  girls  never  entirely 
outgrow  this  normal  foetal  condition?  Again,  may  there 
not  be  a  tendency  in  the  os  sometimes  to  assume  this 
transverse  condition  as  the  result  of  inflammatory  pro- 
cesses? 


CASE   OF    VESICO-VAGINAL    FISTULA,    CURED    BY  OC- 
CLUSION OF  THE  VAGINA. 

By  Henry  F.  Lystkr,  Detroit,  Mien. 

[Communicated  to  the  Society,  and  read  July  5,  1870.] 

Mrs.  J.  McN ,  aged  twenty-nine,  was  attended  in 

her  first  confinement  by  an  ignorant  midwife.  May  1st, 
1869.  The  labor  lasted  twenty-four  hours.  Daring  the 
last  nine  hours  it  was  quite  severe.  No  instruments  were 
used.  A  male  infant  was  born  dead.  Motions  from 
the  child  were  felt  until  the  middle  of  the  labor.  The 
after-birth  was  removed  by  the  hand  in  half  an  hour 
after  the  birth  of  the  child. 

In  the  course  of  a  week  the  urine  began  to  flow  from 
the  vagina,  and  could  not  be  controlled.  A  physician 
was  sent  for,  who  recognised  the  condition  at  once,  and 
found,  upon  digital  examination,  a  vesico-vaginal  fistula, 
of  about  one  inch  diameter,  half  way  between  the  ante- 
rior cervico-vaginal  fold  and  the  meatus  urinarius.  The 
investigation  in   the   post-parturient   condition  of  the 
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patient  was  not  carried  any  further,  and  extensive  lacer- 
ations of  the  vagina  and  perineum  were  not  observed. 
Some  months  later  she  applied  to  several  physicians  in 
regard  to  operative  interference,  and  was  advised  to 
consult  a  prominent  gynaecologist  living  at  a  distance. 
Unable  to  afford  the  expense  necessarily  attendant 
upon  so  extensive  a  journey,  and  a  prolonged  stay,  she 
remained  at  home;  for  persons  in  limited  circumstances 
must  find  relief  in  the  vicinity  of  their  homes,  or  not  at 
all. 

I  was  sent  for  towards  the  middle  of  April,  and  found 
that  the  vagina  had  become  so  reduced  in  diameter, 
about  two  inches  from  the  vulva,  that  a  Jfo.  11  bougie 
was  as  large  an  instrument  as  could  be  passed.  It  was 
at  this  point  undilatable  beyond  that  size,  i^ot  only 
had  the  perineum  been  lost,  but  the  vaginal  surface  of 
the  recto-vaginal  septum  was  composed  of  scar-texture 
up  to  the  constriction.  The  constriction  itself  was  sur- 
rounded on  all  sides  by  scar-tissue.  The  anterior  and 
posterior  w^alls  in  the  vicinity  lay  in  apposition  for  half 
an  inch,  giving  the  appearances  of  the  os  tincao  in  the 
multipara.*  The  urethra  was  in  a  normal  condition. 
A  metallic  sound,  passed  through  it  into  the  bladder,  was 
found  to  meet  one  passed  through  the  constricted  va- 
gina within  half  an  inch  of  the  constriction.  The  im- 
pression made  upon  the  finger  passed  into  the  rectum, 
by  a  metallic  sound  passed  through  the  urethra,  or 
through  the  constriction,  was  as  if  only  the  recto-vag- 
inal wall  lay  between  them.  The  uterus  was  found 
upon  conjoined  manipulation  to  be  normal  in  size  and 
position.  The  mine  was  constantly  passing  away 
through  the  vagina.     The  patient  remarked  that  upon 


*  Has  not  nature,  in  all  probability,  judging  from  this  case,  succeeded  perfectly  in  some 
simDar  instances  ? 
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rising  in  the  morning  some  came  away  through  the      i 
urethra.     I  drew  off  urine  through  either  passage. 

The  questions  which  arose,  upon  making  a  thorough 
examination,  regarding  reUef,  were  whether  we  should 
open  the  constricted  vagina  by  cutting  through  the  fibrous 
scar-tissue,  and  by  the  proper  management  of  vaginal      I 
bougies  try  to  restore  to  the  vagina  even  a  minimum 
diameter,  and  afterwards  trust  to  finding  proper  and  suf-     j 
ficient  tissue  to  allow  of  the  closure  of  the  fistula  into  the      ] 
bladder;  or  whether  it  would  not  be  more  advisable, 
considering  the  condition  of  the  tissues,  the  large  size     \ 
of  the  fistula,  and  the  circumstances  of  the  patient,  which 
precluded  long  confinement  and  successive  operations,      j 
to  perfect  at  once  the  attempt  so  nearly  successful,  al-     \ 
ready  made  by  natural  processes,  and  occlude  the  vagina. 
A  secondary  consideration,  the  question  of  the  ability     j 
of  the  patient,  provided  the  former  operation  was  sue-     | 
cessful,  to  bear  a  living  child  without  the  greatest  dan- 
ger to  herself  from  extensive  laceration  into  the  bladder      j 
or  rectum,  possibly  extending  to  the  peritoneum,  was      j 
not  disregarded;  yet  the  improbability  of  any  operation 
except  occlusion  proving  successful  was  so  apparent  in 
this  case,  that  nothing  additional  was  needed  to  enable 
us  to  come  to  a  decision.    The  nature  and  consequences 
of  the  operation  were  fully  explained  to  the  patient,  who 
was  only  too  glad  to  get  relief  upon  any  conditions. 

The  patient  was  ordered  a  saline  laxative,  and  was 
admitted  to  St.  Luke's  Hospital,  Detroit,  the  next  day, 
May  3d,  1870.  Drs.  Inglis,  Pres.  State  Med.  Society, 
Cleland,  Smith,  and  Farnum,  were  present  and  kindly 
rendered  the  necessary  assistance.  The  patient,  placed 
upon  a  high  table  upon  which  had  been  spread  a  quilt 
and  pillow,  was  put  under  the  influence  of  an  anaesthetic 
mixture,  composed  of  alcohol,  chloroform,  and  sulphuric 
ether,  in  the  following  proportions:  — 
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R.  Best  alcohol,         .         .         1  part. 
"      chloroform,  .         .         2  parts. 
"      sulphuric  ether,    .         3  parts. 

Use  for  inhalation  the  same  as  chloroform. 

When  she  had  come  sufficiently  under  the  influence  of 
the  anaesthetic,  she  was  turned  into  Sims'  position,  upon 
her  left  side  and  breast,  with  the  knees  drawn  well  up 
toward  the  abdomen.  The  tissues  forming  the  constric- 
tion, and  below  for  half  an  inch,  were  freshened  by  re- 
moving the  requisite  amount  of  cicatrized  mucous 
membrane,  and  three  silver  sutures  were  passed,  two 
by  means  of  a  long  needle,  with  eye  and  cutting  edge 
near  the  point,  mounted  upon  a  handle,  while  the  third 
was  passed  by  one  of  Emmet's  needles.  The  operation 
did  not  vary  in  any  particular  from  the  one  usually 
made  for  vesico-vaginal  fistula.  The  wires  were  twisted 
down  by  a  Sims'  wire-adjuster,  and  cut  off  to  one-third 
of  an  inch.  The  wires  traversed  fully  three-fifths  of  an 
inch.  The  position  of  the  patient  prevented  the  urine 
from  appearing  during  the  operation.  The  scarified 
walls  of  the  opening  were  cleansed  from  clot  by  a  swab 
of  cotton  dipped  in  olive  oil,  immediately  before  twist- 
ing home  the  sutures.  The  patient  was  transferred  to 
her  bed,  and  the  urine  was  drawn  by  a  well-lubricated 
French  elastic  catheter. 

Liquid  svapnia  was  exhibited  to  restrain  the  bowels, 
which  were  thus  prevented  from  moving  for  a  week, 
although  a  constitutional  idiosyncrasy  unfavorable  to  the 
use  of  opium  in  n\\j  form  was  very  apparent.  Acetate 
of  potassia  was  also  given  for  a  few  days,  although 
upon  analysis  the  urine  appeared  to  be  normal.  The 
stomach  was  a  good  deal  disturbed  by  the  anaesthetic, 
and  vomiting  occurred  a  number  of  times  during  the 
succeeding  twenty-four  hours.     Dr.  Farnum,  the  house 
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physician  at  St*  Luke's  Hospital,  remained  up  during 
the  night  to  withdraw  the  urine,  which  was  done  every 
two  hours.  There  was  some  vesical  tenesmus,  which 
I  attributed  to  the  fact  that  the  bladder  had  not  been 
accustomed  to  any  distention  for  a  long  period,  and  was 
now  feeling  the  accumulation  of  the  urine.  Urine  was 
forced  out  by  these  sudden  contractions  of  the  organ, 
and  the  use  of  the  catheter  was  discontinued. 

Upon  the  third  day  she  retained  her  urine  for  three 
hours  at  a  time,  and  had  ample  time  to  prej^are  for  its 
evacuation.  In  a  day  or  two  longer  she  had  perfect 
control  of  the  bladder,  and  was  disturbed  only  once  or 
twice  during  the  night.  xV  bed-pan  was  used,  and  an 
injection  of  warm  soap  and  water  given  on  the  seventh 
day  to  insure  a  liquid  stool.  After  this  date  she  did 
not  require  the  bed-pan  for  several  days.  She  was  al- 
lowed u^D  on  the  eighth  day.  The  menses  appeared 
on  the  eleventh  day,  and  lasted  their  usual  time  with 
her,  namely,  two  days.  There  was  no  pain,  or  tenes- 
mus, or  trouble  of  any  kind.  A  sup^^ository  of  ext. 
stramonii  and  butter  of  cacao  was  used  at  their  first  ap- 
pearance. The  sutures  were  removed  without  any  dif- 
ficulty upon  the  fourteenth  day,  and  she  was  discharged 
cured  the  next  day. 


THE  INTRA-ABDOMINAL  DOUCHE  IN  SEPTICiEMIA. 

By  Joseph  W.  Thompson,  Paducah,  Ky. 

[Communicated  to  the  Society,  and  read  July  5,  1870.] 

On  the  8th  of  January  last,  in  connection  with  Dr. 
H.  M.  Gilson,  of  this  city,  I  was  called  to  see  Annie 
Smith,  colored,  and  twenty-five  years  old.  AVe  found 
her  abdomen  very  much  distended,  and  her  health  very 


1870.]  In  Septiccemia.  289 

feeble.  There  was  decided  dulness  on  percussion,  with 
perceptible  fluctuation.  Four  days  later,  in  consulta- 
tion with  Drs.  E..  Saunders  and  II.  M.  Gilson,  of  this 
place,  and  W.  H.  Gardner,  of  Cave  City,  Ky.,  I  made  a 
minute  examination,  exploring  the  cavity  of  the  womb, 
and  found  it  contained  nothing. 

Still  being  in  doubt  as  to  the  cause  of  the  enlarge- 
ment, we  decided  to  explore  it  by  abdominal  tapping.  I 
accordingly  introduced  a  trocar,  and  drew  off  about  two 
and  a  half  gallons  of  pus.  I  then  inserted  a  tent  into 
the  opening  and  enveloped  the  abdomen  with  flannel, 
which  was  confined  v/ith  a  broad  roller.  The  next  day 
I  drew  off  a  large  wash-pan  full  of  pus.  On  the  second 
day  from  that  time  I  drew  off  the  same  wash-pan  full 
and  a  half.  On  the  17th,  two  days  from  the  last  treat- 
ment, we  washed  the  peritoneal  cavity  by  injecting  a 
half-gallon  of  warm  water.  On  the  20th  I  injected  two 
gallons  of  warm  water  into  the  peritoneal  cavity,  and 
followed  it  by  a  solution  of  carbolic  acid,  five  grains  to 
two  pints  of  warm  water.  "We  continued  to  inject  the 
peritoneal  cavity  every  second  day  with  warm  water, 
following  it  by  warm  solutions  of  carbolic  acid,  which 
was  increased  from  five  to  ten  grains  to  the  same  amount 
of  water  at  each  treatment,  until  the  30th  of  that  month. 
On  the  30th  the  strength  of  the  solution  was  forty  grains 
to  two  pints  of  warm  water. 

That  night  the  tent  was  dislodged,  and  at  my  next 
visit  I  endeavored  to  introduce  the  canula  to  inject  the 
cavity  as  before ;  but  the  internal  portion  of  the  opening 
had  so  much  closed  that  I  was  unable  to  pass  it.  There 
was  then  so  little  distention  that  we  thought  it  would 
be  hazardous  to  make  another  opening  with  a  trocar,  for 
fear  of  doing  violence  to  some  of  the  abdominal  viscera. 
The  discharge  diminished  rather  promptly  under  the 
use  of  the  injections.     At  the  last  two  or  three  treat- 
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ments,  it   consisted   principally  of  disintegrated   mat-  ' 

ter.  4 

The  history  is  briefly  this :  In  August  last,  at  her  men- 
strual period,  during  a  rather  cool  night  for  that  season,  ] 
the  i^atient  retired  to  sleep,  not  protected  by  a  bed-cover,  • 
and  on  awakening  the  next  morning  she  discovered  that 
the  catamenial  flow  was  entirely  suppressed.     For  some  ^ 
time,  she  cannot  state  how  long,  the  pain  in  the  abdomen  I 
was  severe,  and  in  a  few  weeks  the  enlargement  com-  | 
menced,  and  continued  to  increase  until  I  tapped  her,  ' 
as  I  have  before  stated.     She  was  very  greatly  relieved  J 
of  her  suftering  by  the  first  evacuation  of  pus.    It  is  my 
opinion  that  the  disease  was  chronic  peritonitis,  the  result  ; 
of  exposure  to  the  cold  that  night  during  the  menstrual 
flow,  which  acted  so  powerfully  as  to  suddenly  suppress  j 
the  discharge.  \ 

It  is  regarded  as  hazardous  to  inject  the  peritoneal  \ 

cavity.     Prof.  T.  G.  Thomas,  of  Xew  York,  in  the  sec-  i 

ond  edition  of  his  excellent  work  on  the  diseases  of  j 
women,  states  that,  "  Al^er  evacuation,  the  sac  should 
not  be  injected,  for  fear  of  exciting  peritonitis;  "  but  in 

this  case  no  peritonitis  or  any  other  unpleasant  symptoms  ■ 

were  excited,  but  on  the  contrary  the  patient  was  evi-  ] 
dentlv  benefited  bv  the  use  of  the  iniections. 

The  principal  point  of  interest  in  the  case  is  that  the 
peritoneal  cavity  did  bear  copious  injections  of  warm 
water,  and  a  sohition  of  carbolic  acid,  without  producing 

any  undue  excitement  or  bad  results.      It  is  possible  i 

that,  had  the  injections  been  more  timely  used,  and  the  j 

patient  situated  with  proper  surroundings,  such  as  good  j 

diet,  nursing,  and  well-regulated  hygienic   influences,  ,. 

she  might  have  been  very  greatly  benefited.     During  i 

her  entire  illness  she  lived  in  a  little  shanty  of  a  house,  ^ 

possessing  no  comforts.     I  requested  the  city  authori-  ] 

ties  to  send  her  to  the  hospital;  but  my  efibrts  in  that  I 

direction  w^ere  in  vain.     It  is  evident  that  her  life  has  ; 
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been  prolonged  and  her  condition  made  more  comforta- 
ble by  injecting  the  peritoneal  cavity,  even  under  these 
circumstances.  She  is  still  living,  though  very  feeble. 
I  am  especially  indebted  to  Dr.  Gardner  for  his  valua- 
ble assistance  in  the  case. 


LACING    THE    BREAST;    A  NEW   OPERATION    FOR    RE- 
MOVAL  OF   THE   MAMMA. 

By  Horatio  R.  Stoker. 
{Read  before  the  Society y  Nov.  2, 1869.] 

To  preface  my  remarks,  a  late  case,  exampling  a  some- 
what extended  series,  will  suffice. 

Mrs. ,  nullipara,  and  aged  thirty-four,  had  been 

married  seven  years.  A  single  instance  of  malignant 
disease  had  been  known  in  the  family,  and  this  in  her 
grandmother,  and  of  the  forearm.  Ten  weeks  before  con- 
sulting me,  her  husband  had  noticed  a  small  tumor  in 
her  left  breast,  which,  however,  escaped  her  own  notice 
till  later.  The  first  pain  was  noticed  four  weeks  be- 
fore seeing  me.  Situation  of  the  tumor  immediately 
under  and  to  the  left  of  the  nipple;  integument  impli- 
cated and  evident  fixation  to  the  pectoralis  muscle. 

The  incision,  as  is  my  custom,  was  nearly  perpendicu- 
lar. Upon  removal,  a  small  cavity,  containing  5  ss.  of 
putrid  serum,  was  found  within  the  diseased  mass,  which 
the  microscope  proved  to  be  malignant. 

Three  deep  quilled  metallic  sutures,  passing  down  to 
and  through  the  pectoralis,  were  inserted  at  a  distance 
of  an  inch  and  a  half  from  the  lips  of  the  wound,  and 
this  latter  was  closed  by  ten  superficial  sutures  of  an- 
nealed iron  wire.  One  or  two  vessels  were  sealed  by 
acupressure  pins,  the  heads  of  which  emerged  from 
between  the  stitches;  these  were  removed  upon  the  sec- 
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ond  and  third  days.  InTo  adhesive  plaster  or  other  dressing 
was  employed.  The  method  of  closing  the  wound  was 
peculiar  in  the  following  respects:  The  deep  quilled 
sutures  having  been  inserted  and  fastened,  the  base  of 
the  Avound  was  thus  closed.  The  superficial  stitches 
were  all  inserted  before  any  of  them  were  twisted. 
Twisting  was  applied  to  the  first  and  the  last  three; 
the  extremities  of  the  central  four  were  then  brought 
together  and  twisted  a  little  more  tightly  than  the  others 
had  been.  This  of  course  loosened  the  latter.  Tisfht- 
ening  these  again,  loosened  the  central  sutures,  and  this 
process  was  repeated  until  the  wound  was  completely 
and  neatly  closed. 

This  method  of  coaptating  the  lips  of  a  mammary 
wound  I  have  found  in  practice  to  have  several  decided 
advantages :  — 

1.  It  enables  us  to  obtain  union  by  first  mtention 
throughout  the  wound  as  well  as  superficially,  in  many 
cases  where  this  Avould  be  otherwise  impossible. 

2.  It  prevents  the  formation  of  a  pocket  of  pus,  which, 
even  where  the  incision  is  perpendicular,  so  often  other- 
wise occurs,  breaking  away,  in  consequence,  the  lower 
portion  of  the  superficial  cicatrix. 

3.  It  saves  to  the  patient  that  drain  upon  her  general 
system,  always  existing  to  a  greater  or  less  extent  when 
a  hollow  wound  of  any  size  fills  up  by  granulation. 

4.  By  occasioning  only  a  narrow  and  linear  cicatrix 
instead  of  a  broad  surface  of  but  partially  vitalized  tis- 
sue, it  very  materially  lessens  the  chance  of  a  return  of 
the  disease,  which  is  more  prone  to  attack  cicatricial 
than  healthy  tissue. 

5.  It  very  much  lessens  the  resulting  deformity,  —  a 
matter  of  even  more  importance  in  removing  non-malig- 
nant tumors  of  the  mamma,  where  the  gland  being  left, 
or  a  portion  of  it,  Avith  the  nipple,  it  becomes  possible 
subsequently  to  use  the  breast  for  lactation. 
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There  are  now  few  surgeons  who  do  not  appre- 
ciate the  advantages  of  securing  primary  union  of  in- 
cised wounds,  save  those  connected  with  hirge  hospitals 
whose  local  atmosphere  is  such  as  to  encourage  the 
occurrence  of  surgical  fever.  Until  the  whole  theory 
of  hospital  management  in  this  country  and  in  Europe 
becomes  changed  in  accordance  with  Simpson's  sugges- 
tion, as  the  events  of  the  past  year  go  to  prove  will 
undoubtedly  be  the  case,  we  cannot  expect  any  great 
advance  in  the  quarter  referred  to.  It  is  very  different 
with  surgeons  in  private  practice;  to  them  the  possi- 
bility of  closing  a  mammary  wound  by  the  first  inten- 
tioUj  with  almost  certainty,  in  a  patient  of  tolerably 
good  general  condition,  will  be  sure  to  commend  it- 
self 

With  reference  to  the  second  point,  that  the  narrower 
the  cicatrix  the  less  the  chance  of  a  return  of  the  disease, 
it  is  one  that  I  have  carefully  studied  upon  many  cases. 
It  involves  incidentally  the  general  question  of  whether 
it  is  best  to  operate  for  the  removal  of  cancer  at  all. 
To  say  nothing,  however,  of  the  benefit  attained  even 
where  a  patient's  life  is  but  temporarily  prolonged,  every 
surgeon  of  experience  is  cognizant  of  cases,  however 
limited  in  number,  where,  the  character  of  the  disease 
being  indubitable,  it  has  not  returned.  There  can  be 
little  question  that  the  earlier  the  operation  the  better 
the  chance  for  the  patient;  and  this,  whether  we  con- 
sider the  cancerous  deposit  but  the  local  explosion 
from  a  constitutional  leaven,  or  the  latter  the  result  of 
blood-poisoning  from  a  localized  focus. 

The  superiority  of  wire  sutures,  passed  with  ease  and 
rapidity,  by  the  hollow  needle,  over  the  old  methods  is 
too  evident  to  require  discussion.  For  several  years  I 
have  entirely  discarded  silk  and  all  other  organic  mate- 
rial alike  for  suture  and  ligature. 
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EDITOEIAL  NOTES. 

Efpaced  at  last  from  the  By-Laws  of  the  Mas- 
sachusetts Medical  Society  is  the  clause  permitting  the 
graduates  of  the  Medical  School  of  Plarvard  University 
to  enter  that  Society  upon  the  mere  presentation  of 
their  diploma.  We  chronicled  several  months  since* 
the  vote  by  which  the  Society  at  large,  by  a  very  large 
majority,  expressed  its  will  in  this  matter  to  the  Coun- 
cillors. We  now  have  the  satisfaction  of  recording  the 
fact  that  these  laggards,  stirred  into  unwilling  life  by 
the  rebuke  they  then  received,  and  by  the  discipline 
inflicted  by  the  American  Medical  Association,  have  at 
last,  by  an  unanimous  vote,  at  their  stated  meeting  of 
Oct.  5,  concurred  with  the  Society  at  large.  The  re- 
form is  thus  complete. 

The  history  of  the  struggle  just  ended  will  be  found 
to  have,  like  all  others,  its  lessons.  Prior  to  1869  there 
had  existed  a  latent  feeling  in  the  profession  here  that 
the  old  Society-College  compact  was  an  iniquitous  one, 
but  as  usual  the  business  which  concerned  everybody 
was  attended  to  by  none.  At  the  Annual  Meeting  of 
the  Society,  in  1869,  it  was  jDroposed  that  the  compact 
should  be  abrogated,  it  being,  however,  unknown  at  the 
time  to  the  maker  of  the  motion  that,  even  while  he  was 
speaking,  an  applicant  from  a  distant  city  was  being 
sacrificed  to  the  letter  of  the  by-law  referred  to. 

The  motion  was  made,  and  it  was  seconded  by  Pi'of. 
J.  B.  S.  Jackson,  of  the  Medical  School, —  a  gentleman 
whose  instincts  are  good,  however  wrongly  he  may 
at  times  permit  himself  to  be  manipulated  by  those 
whose  pecuniary  interests  may  seem  identical  with  his 

*  See  this  Journal,  July,  1870,  p.  61. 
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own.  Dr.  Jackson's  remarks  were  immediately  and 
bitterly  opposed  by  his  colleague,  Prof.  Henry  J.  Bige- 
low,  who  claimed  that  because  the  privilege  had  once 
been  granted  to  the  College,  it  had  become  a  vested  right, 
and  as  such  was  never  to  be  relinquished.  The  Presi- 
dent of  the  Society  for  the  time  being,  the  son-in-law 
of  a  deceased  professor  in  the  College,  succeeded  in 
choking  off  the  call  for  a  vote  upon  the  question,  and  it 
passed  by  the  rules  to  the  subsequent  meeting  of  the 
Councillors,  several  months  afterwards.  These  gentle- 
men, according  to  time-honored  precedent  in  matters 
affecting  the  interests  of  the  College,  decided  that  no 
change  was  necessary.  The  successive  manoeuvres 
thus  far  detailed  were  described  by  us  at  the  time  they 
occurred.* 

The  only  means  of  redress  at  home  had  thus  been 
exhausted,  and  there  remained  but  the  American  Med- 
ical Association  as  the  final  court  of  appeal.  By  vote 
of  the  Gynaecological  Society ,f  its  Secretary  was  di- 
rected to  present  to  the  Association,  by  formal  memorial, 
the  facts  in  the  case;  the  Massachusetts  Medical  Soci- 
ety being,  it  was  claimed,  as  amenable  to  discipline  as 
though  it  had  been  an  individual,  for  having  violated 
two  important  sections  of  the  Code  of  Ethics.  Of  this 
proposed  action  public  notice  to  parties  interested  was 
duly  given  at  the  Annual  Meeting  of  the  State  Society 
in  1869,  and  subsequently  in  this  Journal.J 

The  appeal  to  the  National  Association  was  not  in 
vain,  and  though  the  Committee  of  Ethics,  sound  enough 
in  their  ex^Dression  of  opinion  concerning  irregular  prac- 
titioners, balked  a  little  at  the  prospect  of  a  misunder- 
standing between  Harvard  College  and  the  University 

*  See  this  Journal,  Oct.,  1869,  p.  247;    Nov.,  1869,  p.  320;    Feb.,  1870,  p.  112;  and 
March,  1870,  p.  174. 

t  See  this  Journal,  Oct.,  1870,  p.  237. 
X  See  this  Journal,  March,  1870,  p.  178. 
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of  Pennsylvania  (represented  In  the  Committee  by  Prof. 
Alfred  Stille,  of  Philadelphia),  and  the  Chicago  Medical 
College  (represented  by  Prof.  ]N^.  S.  Davis),  if  they 
squarely  faced  that  portion  of  the  matter  committed  to 
them,  the  sentence  was  passed  distraining  the  Massa- 
chusetts Medical  Society  from  representation  at  the  ses- 
sions of  the  Association  until  the  Code  shall  have  been 
implicitly  obeyed. 

Meanwhile,  one  of  the  largest  District  Societies  in 
Massachusetts,  the  Middlesex  South,  had  by  vote  in- 
structed the  Councillors  from  its  own  number  to  urge 
upon  the  parent  society,  by  every  means  in  their 
power,  an  adoption  of  the  reform.  The  hundreds  who 
were  present  at  the  struggle  of  May  25,  the  day  of  the 
Annual  Meeting  of  the  State  Society,  have  still  the  de- 
tails of  that  victory  fresh  in  mind.*  They  will  recollect 
the  piteous  way  in  which  Prof.  Ellis,  of  the  Medical 
School,  in  direct  opposition  to  the  arguments  of  his 
colleague,  Prof.  Bigelow,  at  the  Annual  Meeting  of  the 
year  before,  attempted  to  show  that  The  School  did  not 
need  to  retain  the  disputed  privilege.  It  will  not  be 
forgotten,  moreover,  that  this  gentleman  had  been  the 
Chairman  of  the  Special  Committee  of  the  Councillors 
which  had  reported  to  his  sympathizing  coadjutors,  but  a 
few  months  previously,  that  no  change  whatsoever  was 
required.  The  grapes,  forsooth,  were  rapidly  becoming 
sour,  but  the  poor  foxes  disliked  most  desperately  to 
relinquish  them.  The  Society  voted,  nevertheless,  that 
such  must  be  done. 

And  at  last  the  final  act  of  the  comedy  has  taken 
place.  At  the  meeting  of  the  Councillors,  held  last 
month.  Prof.  Bigelow  secured  the  poor  privilege  of 
making  the  motion  to  take  from  the  College,  upon  the 

♦  See  this  Journal,  July,  1870,  p.  61. 
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very  same  ground  that  had  been  asserted  by  his  oppo- 
nent, its  vaunted  "  right,"  for  which  he  had  before  so  vig- 
orously combated.  "The  Faculty  had  found  their 
course,"  it  was  said,  "  to  be  illegal."  "  The  Faculty,  or 
at  least,  three  quarters  of  them,  had  always  been  igno- 
rant that  they  had  ever  had  such  a  right,  or,  to  say  the 
least,  they  had  forgotten  it."  "The  School  had  never 
resorted  to  its  employment,"  and  "  it  was  highly  im- 
probable that  any  student  had  been  tempted  to  Boston" 
by  the  bait  in  question ;  and  to  testify  to  a  similar  incon- 
sistency  and  a  similar  self-contradiction,  there  followed, 
of  course,  the  Dean,  Prof.  Elhs.  The  Councillors  had, 
accordingly,  nothing  to  do  but  to  obey  the  vote  of  the 
Society  at  large,  and  by  an  unanimous  vote  the  obnox- 
ious by-law  was  expunged. 

As  members  of  the  profession,  we  must  rejoice  that 
this  great  point  has  been  carried,  for  it  concerns  every 
physician  in  the  United  States  that  the  terms  of  en- 
trance to  a  State  Society  should  be  made  the  same  for 
the  graduates  of  every  reputable  medical  college.  As 
Harvard  men,  however,  we  can  only  feel  disgust  at  the 
unmanly  way  in  which  the  defeat  of  The  School  was 
confessed. 

"Illegal"  was  the  by-law?  Strange,  then,  that  this 
fact  was  not  acknowledged  before  that  suppressed  and 
as  yet  unpublished  portion  of  the  report  of  the  Com- 
mittee of  Ethics  of  the  American  Medical  Association 
conveyed  its  gentle  reproof.  The  School,  there  is  rea- 
son to  believe,  felt  beneath  the  soft  touch  of  that  glove 
the  chill  of  an  iron  hand. 

"Illegal"  was  it?  How  many  of  the  Fellows  of  the 
Massachusetts  Medical  Society  are  there  then  to-day, 
whose  membership  will  not  be  liable  to  challenge,  when, 
as  is  not  unlikely,  one  of  the  questions  that  have  now 
arisen  comes  to  be  settled  in  a  court  of  law? 
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"Ignorant"  were  the  Faculty?  "NVe  should  dislike  to 
acknowledge  that  this  term  applies  to  any  one  of  its 
members  concerning  any  subject  whatsoever. 

"Never  used  "  was  the  piivilege?  We  can  hear  the 
Censors,  past  and  present,  throughout  the  State,  laugh- 
ing at  the  delicious  coolness  with  which  their  yearly 
bows  to  the  magic  passport  from  H.  U.  are  now  ig- 
nored. Oui-  old  friend,  "D.  Clapp,  printer,"  must  think 
his  whole  life  a  dream,  now  that  he  is  told  that  the  offi- 
cial trade-mark  that  gave  point  to  the  tens  of  thousands 
of  pi'ospectuses  and  yearly  announcements  he  has  mailed 
in  behalf  of  The  School,  namely,  the  reference  by  the 
Censors  to  a  certain  by-law  of  the  Massachusetts  Medi- 
cal Society,  was  never  published  by  them. 

And  lastly,  "  Forgotten !  "  Most  likely  plea  of  all. 
It  was  "  forgetfulness  "  rather  than  malice  that  dealt  the 
"  foul  blow  "  *  at  Sir  James  Simpson  from  the  hand  of 
an  ex-professor  in  The  School.  It  was  "forgetfulness" 
rather  than  ignorance  that  disgraced  the  physicians  of 
New  England  in  the  matter  of  the  little  pamphlet  that 
was  issued  from  its  Obstetrical  Chair  "  for  the  benefit 
of  the  medical  profession." 

And,  to  ourselves  personally  the  most  amusing  in- 
stance of  all,  it  was  "forgetfulness"  of  a  certain  insult 
once  attempted  to  be  given  by  the  College  Faculty  to 
H.  K.  Storer,  —  the  atonement  for  which  the  Fates  are 
now  so  steadily  bringing,  —  that  wrote  us  so  lately  as 
July  13,  1870,  the  following  note.  It  is  from  one  of  the 
most  prominent  professors  now  in  The  School :  "  I  had 
entirely  forgotten  the  action  of  the  Medical  Faculty  in 
regard  to  yourself;  of  course  I  have  no  recollection  of 
any  part  that  I  took  in  it." 

After  such  an  exhibition  as  this,  who  can  feel  for  poor 

•  See  this  Journal  for  February,  1870,  p.  112. 
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Eip  Yan  "Winkle — whether  asleep  or  awake  again,  and 
whatever  the  chair  that  he  nominally  fills —  other  than  a 
sense  of  pitying  sympathy,  or  do  else  than  try  to  forget 
likewise,  however  hard  it  may  be  to  forgive? 


The  word  "  roRGiVEiOiSS "  has  a  delightful  sound. 
It  looks  equally  well  in  print.  While  we  are  endeavor- 
ing to  coax  the  inclination  towards  it  into  our  heart,  let 
us  see  if  we  cannot  show  its  necessity  upon  the  part  of 
the  profession  towards  the  parties  of  whom  we  have 
been  speaking.  And,  moreover,  as  the  present  ought 
to  be  ^^  the  student's  number,"  if  we  would  be  in  fashion 
with  our  contemporaries  this  present  month  of  Novem- 
ber, we  should  endeavor  to  bespeak  for  the  same  per- 
sons, in  advance,  the  forgiveness  of  the  young  gentlemen 
drawn  hither  by  that  siren  song,  the  Annual  Announce- 
ment of  the  Medical  School. 

We  have  already  more  than  once  alluded  to  the  false 
promises,  unintentional  of  course  (as  to  Brown-Se- 
quard's  lecturing,  etc.,  etc.),  that  from  time  to  time  in 
years  past  have  been  made  regarding  the  ^^  unequalled  " 
facilities  for  medical  instruction  existing  in  Boston. 
These  romancings,  we  arc  now  hapj)y  to  be  able  to 
state,  were  wholly  and  only  owing  to  "  forgetfulness." 

It  was  "  forgetfulness  "  that  used  all  sorts  of  means, 
fair  and  unfair,  to  prevent  the  establishment  of  the  City 
Hospital,  until  its  control  had  been  gained  by  the  Medi- 
cal School. 

It  was  "forgetfulness"  that  endeavored  to  jugulate 
the  Children's  Hospital  by  that  letter  in  the  "  Boston 
Daily  Advertiser,"  signed  by  the  Medical  Superintend- 
ent of  the  Massachusetts  Greneral  Hospital,  and  written 
in  the  interests  of  the  Medical  College. 
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It  was  "  forgetfiilness  "  that  denied  *  the  direct  action 
that  had  been  taken  by  The  School  in  attempting  to 
prevent  Tufts  College  from  adding  to  its  charter  the 
right  of  conferring  medical  degrees. 

It  was  "  forgetfahiess  "  that  could  not  remember  hav- 
ing pursued  the  same  intolerant  course  with  regard  to 
obtaining  its  charter  by  the  Boston  Dental  College. 

It  was  '^  forgetfulness,"  moreover,  —  could  it  have 
been  aught  else?  —  that  stated  in  a  semi-official  edito- 
rial only  last  year,  that  "  The  School  was  never  in  a 
more  prosperous  condition;  the  number  of  matricu- 
lants this  year  exceeds  all  previous  ones;"f  when  its 
actual  register  showed  that  the  number  of  bona  fide 
students  was  in  reality  less  than  it  had  been  for  several 
years  previously.  We  happen  to  have  in  our  possession, 
from  a  perfectly  trustworthy  source,  the  figures  them- 
selves. 

It  is  "  forgetfulness  "  of  the  importance,  nay,  of  the 
very  existence,  of  gynaecology,  and  of  the  exhortation 
of  the  American  Medical  Association  that  a  chair  should 
be  established  for  its  instruction  at  every  medical  col- 
lege, and  of  the  fact  that  most  of  the  other  schools  have 
already  done  so,  that  still  prevents  their  good  example 
from  being  followed  in  Boston. 

These  have  been  instances  of  petty  trickery  unworthy 
the  name  and  the  fame  of  a  great  University,  as  every 
one  of  its  sons  must  truthfully  claim  old  Harvard  to  be. 
Such,  we  shame  to  confess  it,  such  has  been  the  history 
of  the  Medical  School.  It  is  time  that  the  beneficent 
and  efficient  besom  that  is  so  rapidly  sweeping  profes- 
sorial spiders  from  their  lurking-places,  and  whisking 
from  ancient  stones  and  mummies  the  dust  that  for 
years  has  been  settling  upon  them,  should  find  its  way 

♦  Boston  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal,  April,  1867,  p.  204. 
t  Ibid.,  November,  1869,  p.  283. 
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to  the  corner  where  so  much  work  awaits  it.  "We  trust, 
sincerely,  that  the  class  about  matriculating  will  prove 
the  largest  that  has  ever  entered  itself,  and  in  this  re- 
spect resemble  that  of  the  undergraduates  at  Cambridge 
the  present  year.  We  trust,  besides,  for  the  coming  of 
the  day  when  The  School  shall  be  made  worthy  of  its 
high  calling  and  its  admirable  opportunities,  with  the 
best  men  that  can  be  found  in  the  country  to  occupy  its 
every  chair,  and  with  new  lectureships  added,  if  neces- 
sary, so  as  to  cover  every  recognized  department  of 
medicine. 

It  is  surely  an  editor's  duty  to  help,  so  far  as  he  may 
be  able,  the  speedy  coming  of  that  time. 


At  last,  the  elephant,  we  have  been  said  to  have 
taken  upon  our  hands,  begins  to  show  unmistakable 
signs  of  discomfiture.  A  little  more  discipline  like  that 
of  late  will  make  the  monster  as  docile  as  a  lamb. 

Last  March  we  told  our  readers,  of  the  blusterers  here 
who  defied  in  advance  the  authority  of  the  American 
Medical  Association,  and  we  prophesied  of  the  penance 
that  was  to  come."^  Smarting  under  its  infliction,  how 
graceful  it  was  of  Prof.  Bigelow,  only  the  other  day,  to 
deny  outright  the  authority  of  the  Association,  while  the 
Councillors  of  the  Massachusetts  Medical  Society  were 
re-acknowledging  the  Code  they  had  all  along  so  delib- 
erately violated,  and  with  what  emphasis  the  venerable 
Dr.  Chapin,  of  Winchester,  rebuked  him! 

As  a  commentary  upon  the  alacrity  with  which  the 
Councillors  are  learning  that  they  are  "the  servants, 
not  the  masters,"  of  the  Society  at  large,  we  print  the 

*Soe  this  Journal,  March,  1870,  p.  178. 
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Report,  accepted  and  adopted  by  them,  of  the  Committee 
we  referred  to  in  our  last  number  as  ^^  Star-chamber  "  in 
its  character.  It  will  be  perceived  that  the  Committee 
was  forced  to  accede  to  our  demand  that  it  should  not 
attempt  to  evade  the  issue  that  had  been  forced  upon 
the  Councillors  by  a  portion,  only,  of  the  delegates  from 
the  State  Society  to  the  National  Association.  Attend- 
ing its  conference  as  a  mere  matter  of  courtesy,  and  in 
no  way  aclmowledging  its  right  to  usurp  the  functions 
of  a  Board  of  Trial,  we  do  not  complain  of  the  breach 
of  faith  by  which,  after  repeated  assertions  by  its  chair- 
man and  other  members  of  the  Committee,  in  open  ses- 
sion, that  no  charges  had  been  or  were  to  be  made 
against  us,  it  has  now  been  attempted,  by  a  cowardly 
quibble  Avith  the  word  "deserve,"  to  fix  upon  us  the 
stigma  of  public  reproof. 

The  Report,  adopted  by  the  Councillors  of  the  Mas- 
sachusetts Medical  Society,  is  as  follows :  — 

"The  Committee  find  that  the  statements  in  the  report 
referred  to  them  are  substantially  correct;  that  objec- 
tions to  the  admission  to  the  American  Medical  Asso- 
ciation of  the  delegates  of  the  Massachusetts  Medical 
Society  were  presented  by  Drs.  H.  R.  Storer  and  J. 
L.  Sullivan,  without  proper  notice  having  been  given 
by  them  of  their  intention  to  present  said  objections;  — 
and  your  Committee  further  report  that,  in  their  opin- 
ion, in  view  of  the  fact  that  Drs.  Storer  and  Sullivan 
were  members  of  this  Society,  their  omission,  apparently 
premeditated,  to  give  such  notice,  was,  to  say  the  least, 
an  act  of  discourtesy,  which  deserves  censure.  And 
your  Committee  are  of  opinion  that  the  circumstance 
that  Drs.  Storer  and  Sullivan,  in  interposing  the  ob- 
jections aforesaid,  professed  to  act,  or  acted,  as  repre- 
sentatives of  a  society  called  the  Boston  Gyna^coloGfical 
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Society,  constitutes  no  justification  of  the  course  pur- 
sued by  them."  * 

Thus  far  so  much  of  the  Report  as  regards  Drs.  Storer 
and  Sullivan.  The  remainder,  concerning  the  relations 
of  the  Massachusetts  Medical  Society  to  the  American 
Medical  Association,  we  shall  give  by  itself. 

To  the  sly  move  of  the  Councillors,  above  described, 

*  Why,  we  would  ask,  was  the  last  clause  of  the  above  omitted  in  the  Official  Report  of 
the  Meeting  of  the  Councillors,  published  in  the  "Boston  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal "  for 
Oct.  27,  1870  ?    If  from  repentance,  it  has  come  too  late. 

There  were  present  at  the  meeting  the  following  Councillors,  and  as  the  vote  is  said  to 
have  been  an  unanimous  one,  they  cannot  object  to  their  names  being  given.  Wo  need  not 
repeat  what  we  said  last  month  as  to  who  would  prove  "  to  be  pilloried." 

We  present  the  official  list  of  "  those  who  recorded  their  names." 


Bristol  North, 

Joseph  Murphy, 

Amos  B.  Penn. 

Bristol  South, 

W.  W.  Comstoek, 

Jerome  D welly, 

F.  H.  Hooper, 

J.  H.  Mackie. 

Essex  North, 

J.  Crowell, 

W.  D.  Lamb, 

H.  C.  Perkins. 

Essex  South, 

Ebenezer  Hunt, 

Augustus  Torrey. 

Middlesex  East, 

Alonzo  Chapin. 

Middlesex  North, 

C.  A.  Savory, 

Joel  Spaulding. 

Middlesex  South, 

R.  L.  Hodgdon, 

T.  P.  Robinson, 

H.  P.  Walcott, 

A.  C.  Webber, 

J.  W.  Willis. 

Norfolk, 

G.  J.  Arnold, 

B.  E.  Cotting, 

W.  C.  B.  Fifield, 

J.  G.  S.  Hitchcock, 

C.  C.  Holmes, 

Edward  Jarvis, 

A.  Le  B.  Monroe. 

Plymouth, 

Asa  Millet, 

N.  B.  Tanner, 

Suffolk, 

S.  L.  Abbot, 

James  Ayer, 

H.  J.  Bigelow, 

(Professor  in  Harvard  Medical  College.) 
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the  Gynaecological  Society  has  now  said  "  check,"  by  the 
following  resolntions,  passed  at  a  sj)ecial  meeting,  which 
was  held  on  the  evening  of  Oct.  8th,  by  order  of  the 
President:  — 

^"^  Whereas,  Two  members  of  the  Gynaecological  So- 
ciety, Drs.  H.  R.  Storer  and  J.  L.  Sullivan,  have  been 
formally  censured  by  the  Councillors  of  the  Massachu- 
setts Medical  Society  for  having  been  instrumental  in 
procuring  certain  action  to  be  taken  by  the  American 
Medical  Association  at  its  session  at  Washington  in  May 
last;  and, 

"  Wliereas,  It  was  in  accordance  with  instructions  from 
the  Gynaecological  Society,  and  in  its  behalf,  that  the 
said  Drs.  Storer  and  Sullivan  presented  the  memorial 
concerning  the  invidious  distinction  made  by  the  Mas- 
sachusetts Medical  Society  in  favor  of  the  graduates  of 

C.  E.  Buckingham, 
(Professor  iu  Harvard  Modioal  Collego.) 

S.  Cabot, 

P.  M.  Crane, 

Geo.  H.  Gay, 

A.  B.  Hall, 

Geo.  Hayward, 

R.  M.  Hodges, 
(Adjunct  Professor  in  Harvard  Medical  College.) 

C.  D.  Homans, 

J.  B.  S.  Jackson, 
(Professor  in  Harvard  Medical  College.) 

Geo.  S.  Jones, 

Jos.  S.  Jones, 

Geo.  H.  Lyman, 

F.  Minot, 
("Instructor"  in  Harvard  Medical  College.) 

C.  G.  Putnam, 
Wm.  Read, 

Geo.  C.  Shattuck, 
(Professor  in  Harvard  Medical  Collego.) 

D.  McB.  Thaxtcr, 
H.  W.  Williams, 

("University  Lecturer"  in  Harvard  Medical  College.) 
D.  H.  Storer. 

Had  the  gentleman  whoso  namo  stands  last  upon  the  list  joined  in  the  vote,  we  should 
indeed  have  folti^iw»iice.     Ho  was  absent,  however,  at  the  time  it  was  taken. 
As  for  the  resQ^^Pil^t^^^y^  enjoyed  listening  to  the  whistling  of  the  wifid. 
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Harvard  College,  and  its  tolerance  of  irregular  practi- 
tioners, upon  which  the  action  of  the  American  Medical 
Association  was  based ;  therefore, 

^^ Resolved^  That  the  credit  or  demerit  of  the  results 
thereof  belongs  to  the  Gynaecological  Society,  in  ac- 
cordance with  whose  well-defined  instructions  the  said 
Drs.  Storer  and  Sullivan  acted,  and  not  to  them  as  indi- 
viduals. 

^^Mesolved^  That  for  the  Councillors  of  the  Massachu- 
setts Medical  Society  to  censure  a  Fellow  or  Fellows  is 
a  gross  violation  of  the  by-laws  of  said  Society,  and  an 
insult  to  every  other  Fellow  thereof. 

^^Resolved^  That  the  censure  passed  upon  Drs.  Storer 
and  Sullivan  being  illegal,  it  is  therefore  necessarily  null 
and  void ;  and  that  the  Gynaecological  Society,  composed 
of  seventeen  Active  Members,  all  of  whom  are  Fellows 
of  the  Massachusetts  Medical  Society,  does  hereby  de- 
mand for  itself  a  trial,*  according  to  the  laws  of  the  Mas- 
sachusetts Medical  Society,  being  alone  responsible  for 
the  Memorial  presented  by  its  delegates  to  the  American 
Medical  Association. 

^^Resolved^  That  copies  of  the  above  preamble  and 
resolutions  be  sent  to  the  President  and  Recording  Sec- 
retary of  the  Massachusetts  Medical  Society,  and  pub- 
lished in  the  ^  Journal  of  the  Gynaecological  Society,' 
the  ^  Boston  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal,'  and  such 
other  medical  journals  as  the  President  may  deem  ex- 
pedient." 

The  device  of  the  Councillors,  an  old  and  stale  one, 
is  also  very  transparent.  Compelled,  perforce,  to  retreat 
from  the  position  they  had  assumed  a  year  ago  with 
such  show  of  dignity,  and  to  obey  the  vote  of  the  So- 

*  Incidentally  to  the  main  question,  and  as  bearing  upon  that  of  animus,  all  the  facts  in 
both  the  Ellis  and  the  Buckingham  cases  will  now  have  to  be  brought  to  light.  In  regard  to 
the  former  of  these  gentlemen,  it  will  be  borne  in  mind  that  his  friends  have  forced  the 
issue  upon  us.     Our  pity  might  else  have  spared  him. 
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ciety  instructing  them  to  deprive  Harvard  College  of  its 
so-called  "  right,"  they  have  joined  hands  with  the  Col- 
lege Faculty  in  a  sort  of  ridiculous  war-dance,  under 
cover  of  the  dust  from  which  they  had  hopea  to  slink 
away  unobserved. 


To  coxTiNUE  with  the  matter  of  our  precious  Coun- 
cillors, who,  if  we  mistake  not,  as  a  body,  and  at  no  very 
distant  day,  will  find  themselves  abolished.  Arrogating 
all  the  functions  of  a  House  of  Lords,  while  their  very 
existence  depends  upon  the  will  of  their  constituents, 
the  Fellows  of  the  Society  at  large,  it  only  needs  a  peti- 
tion from  these  to  the  Legislature  of  the  State  for  an 
amendment  of  the  charter  of  the  Society,  and  down 
come  the  Councillors  to  their  proper  level. 

The  EejDort  of  their  Committee  goes  on  to  say,  —  and 
recollect,  as  has  forcibly  been  suggested,  that  the  Coun- 
cillors who  accepted  and  adopted  it  were  and  still  are 
in  the  condition  of  a  child  after  lying  over  its  parent's 
knee  for  discipline:  — 

"  That  the  action  of  the  American  Medical  Associa- 
tion, in  effect  imposing  conditions  ui)on  the  right  of  this 
Society  (the  Massachusetts  Medical)  to  future  repre- 
sentation in  that  body,  was  ill-considered  and  unwar- 
ranted; and  that  it  is  expedient  that  this  Society,  before 
again  sending  delegates  to  the  American  Medical  Asso- 
ciation, should  make  a  formal  representation  to  the  last- 
named  body,  with  a  view  of  procuring  a  reconsideration 
of  its  action  in  the  premises. 

"  And  the  Committee  recommend  that  a  committee  be 
appointed  to  prepare  such  a  representation,  to  be  trans- 
mitted to  the  Association  at  its  next  annual  meeting,  — 
but  that  no  delegates  be  sent  by  this  Society  to  said 
meeting." 
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"What  do  the  distant  members  of  the  American  Medi- 
cal Association  say  to  the  above  proposition?  A  party 
under  sentence  of  non-representation  till  certain  duties, 
distinctly  stated,  shall  have  been  performed,  coolly  pro- 
claims that  it  shall  appoint  no  delegates  till  the  Central 
and  Controlling  Power  makes  an  apology  for  its  own 
self-assertion.  We  can  predict  the  verdict  at  San  Fran- 
cisco. Massachusetts  has  tolerated  no  secession  from 
the  Union  of  States.  By  its  own  doctrine  it  is  now  to 
be  judged. 


It  always  gives  us  pleasure  to  learn  of  recogni- 
tions paid  to  real  merit.  We  are,  therefore,  glad  that 
Dr.  Clarence  Blake  has  been  appointed  to  give  an  "Uni- 
versity Course  "  upon  Otology,  in  connection  with  the 
Medical  School,  and  Dr.  Eobert  Amory,  upon  the  Physi- 
ological Action  of  Drugs  upon  Man  and  the  Lower 
Animals.  We  have  already  expressed  our  surprise  that 
the  latter  gentleman  had  not  been  chosen  "  Assistant " 
or  "Adjunct"  Professor  of  Materia  Medica,  and  Dr. 
Edes  placed  instead  in  the  chair  of  Pathology,  for  which 
he  is  undoubtedly  better  qualified  than  any  other  man  in 
Boston. 

Dr.  Amory,  however,  will  recollect  that  another  gen- 
tleman, Dr.  F.  E.  Oliver,  who  very  acceptably  had  acted 
as  "  Instructor  "  in  Materia  Medica  to  the  summer  class 
for  many  years,  and  who,  so  far,  had  certainly  earned 
a  right  to  the  first  vacancy  occurring  or  made  in  this 
department,  has  been  quietly  passed  by,  —  to  all  appear- 
ance taking  the  slight  far  more  kindly  than  did  Dr.  Ab- 
bot, late  Instructor  in  Obstetrics,  whose  resignation  took 
place  as  soon  as  another  person  was  appointed  over  his 
head  to  the  empty  professorship,  for  which,  it  would 
seem,  his  long  service  at  organ-grinding  in  the  conduct 
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of  the  other  medical  journal  in  this  city  was  not  a  suffi- 
cient retainer,  —  and  he  will  not  forget  that  sometimes 
when  a  man  has  thoroughly  fitted  himself  for  a  position, 
by  every  expenditure  of  money,  time,  and  mental  labor, 
as  did  both  Brown-Sequard  and  his  pupil.  Dr.  Lombard, 
for  the  chair  of  Physiology,*  then  the  powers  that  chance 
to  be,  wise  in  their  own  conceit,  may  possibly  ignore  him. 
Those  who  do  not  recognize  such  golden  opportunities  as 
the  ones  to  which  we  have  I'eferred,  simply  have,  like  our 
friends  in  ^N^orth  Grove  Street,  to  repent  at  their  leisure. 
Much  profit  they  undoubtedly  gain  thereby.  Their  minds 
are  easy,  for  they  have  had  their  own  way;  their  con- 
sciences are  at  rest,  for  what  have  corporations  with 
aught  of  the  kind?  —  and  as  for  pecuniary  receipts,  what 
diflerence  makes  it  that  the  students  who  might  have 
come  hither  now  go  to  ]N^ew  York,  to  men  so  above  such 
petty  considerations  as  are  the  teachers  in  Harvard  Col- 
lege? 

It  is  like  a  beautiful  cluster  of  tropical  fruit,  that  corps 
of  extra-academical  medical  lecturers.  There  seems, 
however,  a  want  of  symmetry  in  its  arrangement,  owing 
jDcrhaps  to  some  hiternal  blight,  and  perhaps  to  a  lack 
of  sunuy  favor  upon  one  side  while  there's  a  redun- 
dancy of  it  upon  another.  For  Ophthalmology,  for  in- 
stance, there  are  Hasket  Derby,  Hay,  and  "Williams, 
while  for  Otology  only  Green  and  Blake,  —  there  should 
also  be  Shaw. 

For  Diseases  of  the  Skin,  there  seems  to  be  only 
"White ;  to  make  the  balance  a  little  more  complete,  there 
should  also  be  Jeffries,  and  Damon  or  Wigglesworth. 

*  Last  month  wo  expressed  our  gratification  at  the  appointment  that  had  been  made 
from  New  York  in  this  department.  We  now  trust  that  the  intimation  convoyed  in  a  note 
to  us  from  one  of  the  Professors  at  Bellevue  may  prove  unfounded.  "  I  am  sure,"  says  this 
gentleman,  "  that  my  pupil,  assistant,  and  friend,  Dr.  Lusk,  will  make  his  mark  in  Boston; 
but  Harvard  cannot  havo  him  after  this  winter."  A  little  more  of  the  Knickerbocker  leavea 
would  do  us  all  no  harm. 
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For  Psychology,  there  is  only  Tyler;  where  are 
"Walker,  and  Fisher  or  Whittemore  or  Hazelton  ?  And 
where  is  Webber,  that  he  is  not  lecturing  upon  the 
Organic  Diseases  of  the  Nervous  System? 

For  Laryngoscopy,  there  are  only  H.  K.  Oliver  and 
Knight;  there  should  certainly  also  be  Langmaid. 

For  Hygiene,  only  George  Derby;  why  not  also 
Henry  G.  Clark  and  Lincoln? 

There  are  no  lecturers  upon  Venereal,  though  Slade 
of  Chestnut  Hill,  and  Monroe,  and  Durkee,  and  Mor- 
land,  are  each  awaiting  the  invitation;  and  there  are 
none  on  Mechanical  Surgery,  for  which  Frank  Ropes 
was  so  well  fitted,  though  there  are  B.  Brown  and  Spring 
and  Tarbell  to  be  had  for  the  asking;  and  this  although 
Dentistry  has  been  exalted  into  a  separate  collateral 
School. 

Where,  we  would  inquire,  are  the  opportunities 
that  should  long  since  have  been  extended,  of  attend- 
ing instruction  in  Clinical  Midwifery?  Why  has  not 
Reynolds  been  entrusted  with  this  task,  —  or  some  one 
of  the  gentlemen  connected  with  the  Carney  Hospital, — 
the  venerable  Putnam,  for  instance,  who,  moreover,  as 
the  President  of  the  old  Lying-in  Hospital  corporation, 
must  to  a  great  extent  be  held  responsible  for  the  non- 
employment  for  its  legitimate  purpose  of  that  now  very 
large  fund?  They  do  these  things  better  in  New  York 
and  Philadelphia. 

And  where,  again,  are  the  lecturers  upon  Gynaecol- 
ogy? The  college  knows  that,  willing  or  no,  it  must 
supply  such  needs,  or  its  students  go  elsewhere.  Ordi- 
narily, as  we  have  shown,  it  has  seemed  over-anxious  to 
^^  rope  in  "  all  available  talent,  for  fear  of  the  establish- 
ment of  a  rival  school.  It  has  a  far  worse  sorrow,  how- 
ever, than  such  would  be,  yet  in  store. 

We   have   referred   to  these  "University^'  appoint- 
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ments  with  much  hesitation,  for  we  are  told  that  if  any 
Boston  name,  whether  connected  with  the  college  or  no, 
is  spoken  of  approvingly  in  these  pages,  a  panic  imme- 
diately occurs.  The  gentleman  is  supposed  to  have 
crossed  his  Rubicon,  and  become  in  son;ie  way  identified 
with  the  Gynaecological  Society;  or  else,  it  is  said,  the 
Societ}^  is  seeking  for  him.  The  Society,  hoAvever,  and 
its  Journal,  arc  beginning  to  be  better  understood  by  the 
profession.  They  have  neither  of  them  favors  to  ask; 
but  they  grant  them,  sometimes,  and  when  they  do  so  it 
is  in  sincerity  and  good  faith.  The  younger  men  are 
commencing  to  perceive  that  pioneers,  of  muscle  and 
good'  heart,  are  no  disadvantage  in  clearing  a  path  for 
those  who  would  fain  run  but  else  must  walk;  and  the 
older  ones,  upon  their  side,  are  learning  that  a  dead  or 
misshapen  growth  but  invites  the  axe.  There's  a  better 
time  coming,  and  as  fast  as  certain  nobodies  are  slipped 
from  their  places  by  the  constant,  unremitting,  and  mer- 
ciless pressure,  these  younger  men  now  clustering  about 
them  like  bees  upon  a  comb,  will  enter  in  and  take  pos- 
session. 

The  Society,  blind  it  trusts  to  the  excellence  of  no 
one,  would  especially  honor  those  who  are  m  direct  affili- 
ation with  it  by  membership;  thereby  being  governed 
by  the  sound  and  well-recognized  doctrine,  which  would 
do  good  unto  all  men,  and  especially  unto  them  that  are 
of  the  household  of  faith.  It  has  lamented  the  decease  of 
Simpson  and  Meigs  and  Pope  and  March  and  Bedford, 
and  it  has  rejoiced  in  the  success  of  Sayre  in  bring- 
ing his  professional  enemies  to  well-merited  confusion. 
It  now  congratulates  the  Bellevue  Hospital  Medical 
College  in  that  being  temporarily  deprived,  l)y  his  ill- 
ness, of  the  services  of  the  admirable  Elhot,  it  has  se- 
cured those  of  AVhite,  of  Bufi*alo,  a  good  man  and  true, 
in  the  highest  sense  of  the  words.     Dr.  White  is  every- 
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where  known  as  one  of  the  most  accomplished  gynas- 
cologists  in  this  country.  With  Forclyce  Barker  as  his 
colleague,  the  superiority  of  the  ^ew  York  School  for 
instruction  in  the  diseases  of  Avomen,  over  that  of  this 
city,  where  there  is  none,  is  simply  infinite,  and  students 
do  well  who  act  accordingly. 


Every  member  of  the  American  Medical  Associ- 
ation will  be  interested  in  the  tables  we  publish  this 
month,  showing  the  attendance  and  representation  from 
the  various  medical  organizations  of  the  United  States 
in  that  body  to  the  present  time.  To  those  who  wish 
to  be  posted  in  the  history  and  working  of  the  Associa- 
tion, these  tables  will  be  invaluable.  There  has  been  a 
conviction  growing  up  of  late  years  among  its  members 
that  some  change  should  be  made  in  i-egard  to  the 
institutions  admitted  to  representation.  For  instance, 
what  is  the  reasoning  which  permits  representation  to 
Poorhouses,  Almshouses,  Jails,  Penitentiaries,  Orphan 
Asylums,  etc.,  etc.?  These  places  are  filled  by  the  civil 
and  political  governments.  They  cannot  adopt  the  Code 
of  Ethics  of  the  Association,  —  a  sine  qua  non.  So  with 
some  other  institutions  permitted  to  send  delegates. 

The  phrase  in  the  constitution  ^^  and  other  perma- 
nently organized  medical  institutions  "  has  let  in  all  who 
have  sought  admission.  The  future  will  correct  this, 
and  perhaps  it  is  not  yet  too  early  to  commence  the 
reform. 

The  American  Medical  Association  has  now  attained 
such  a  firm  hold  upon  the  confidenceof  the  regular  phy- 
sicians throughout  the  United  States,  that  the  exercise  of 
ordinary  wisdom  in  the  future  will  make  it  all  powerful 
in  assisting  their  onward  progress  to  the  highest  honor 
that  can  be  won. 
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The  resristration  of  the  names  of  the  various  medical 
institutions  represented  in  the  Association  has  hitherto 
been  most  bun2:linc>;lv  conducted,  and  reform  is  here  a 
necessity.  Many  delegates,  in  the  excitement  of  regis- 
tering, forget  the  exact  title  of  the  institution  they  rep- 
resent, and  improvise  a  name  which  is  recorded  as  that 
of  the  Society  represented.  At  the  proper  time  here- 
after, it  may  be  submitted  that  a  Board  of  Censors  be 
created  who  shall  sit  with  the  Committee  of  Arrange- 
ments, for  registering  delegates.  All  Medical  Societies, 
Colleges,  Hospitals,  etc.,  desinng  representation  should 
then  apply  to  or  notify  this  Board  of  Censoi^s  of  their 
organization,  its  purpose,  numljer  of  members,  etc.,  etc. 
This  would  enable  the  Board  to  obtain  the  exact  title 
of  each  institution,  with  the  names  and  number  of  its 
members,  and  many  other  valuable  data. 

"We  but  echo  the  voice  of  our  readers  when  we  return 
thanks  to  Dr.  Toner,  for  his  laborious  and  most  useful 
statistics.  It  would  have  been  discreditable  to  the 
Association  had  they  not  been  published,  and  we 
are  grlad  that  this  Journal  came  to  be  selected  for  the 
purpose.  We  believe  that  for  many  years  to  come  the 
proposed  National  Board  of  Censors,  to  be  chosen,  we 
trust,  at  San  Francisco,  will  turn  for  reference  to  these 
pages. 

The  First  Axxual  Report  of  the  State  Board  of 
Health,  of  Massachusetts,  issued  early  in  the  present 
year,  is  a  document  of  much  importance  to  physicians 
as  well  as  to  the  public.  It  is  devoted  mainly  to  the 
discussion  of  two  fecial  questions, —  the  irresponsible 
sale  of  poisons,  and  the  existence  of  large  and  unregu- 
lated slaughter-houses  in  the  vicinage  of  Boston;  the 
latter  being  one  of  the  points  to  which  we  called  the 
attention  of  the  Board  in  an  editorial  for  September, 
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1869.  A  third  topic,  the  comparison  of  model  lodging- 
houses,  and  common  tenements,  with  reference  to  their 
relative  effects  upon  the  health  and  morals  of  the  people, 
is  announced  as  under  especial  investigation  for  the 
report  of  the  ensuing  year.  At  the  present  moment, 
indeed,  the  Chairman  of  the  Board,  Dr.  Bowditch,  is 
carefully  studying  in  London  the  solution  of  this  ques- 
tion as  there  attempted,  and  the  city  of  Boston,  at  the 
suggestion  made  on  the  18th  of  April  last,  by  its  Con- 
sulting Physicians,  of  whom  the  Secretary  of  the  Board  is 
a  member,  seems  in  reality  to  be  at  last  attempting,  in 
the  case  of  tenement-houses,  "to  furnish  an  example  of 
pubUc  cleanliness  and  public  health,  which  other  Amer- 
ican cities  might  imitate."  There  is  appended  to  the 
present  publication  a  most  interesting  paper  upon  the 
prevention  of  disease,  by  the  able  Secretary,  Dr.  George 
Derby.  To  matters  discussed  therein  we  may  allude 
at  a  future  time. 

The  report  upon  the  sale  of  poisons,  while  very  sen- 
sibly written  and  thorough,  so  far  as  it  goes,  yet  fails  to 
speak  of  two  ways  of  relief  from  much  of  the  difficulty 
now  attending  the  dispensing  of  dangerous  di'ugs.  One 
of  these  is  simj^le  enough;  it  is,  that  besides  the  article 
being  distinctly  labelled  under  its  common  name,  it 
should  also  bear  the  full  address  of  the  seller,  as  is  re- 
quired in  Great  Britain  by  the  Pharmacy  Act  of  1868. 
A  heavy  penalty  should  be  attached  to  a  breach  of  this 
rule,  a  portion  of  the  punishment  being  in  the  form  of 
a  fine,  which  should  be  paid  to  the  informer.  An  im- 
mediate check  would  thus  be  exercised. 

The  other  means  which  we  would  suggest  to  the 
Board,  is  the  following.  We  have  put  ourselves  on 
record  as  opposed  to  the  employment  of  women  for 
duties  for  which  they  are  unfit.  There  are  others,  how- 
ever, to  which  they  are  admirably  adapted,  better  even 
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than  men.  Among  these,  we  have  long  considered  the 
componnding  and  dispensing,  at  retail,  of  medicines. 
There  are  many  trades,  specialties  in  business,  if  we 
choose  to  call  them  so,  now  occupied  in  our  inordinately 
feminine  communities  here  at  the  East,  by  men,  who 
have  plenty  of  opportunities  for  a  livelihood  at  more 
manly  work,  and  might  thus  make  so  many  outlets  from 
danger  to  safety  for  persons  of  the  other  sex.  The 
general  aptitude  of  women  educated  for  the  purpose, 
for  the  niceties  of  chemical  manipulation,  their  care  in 
matters  of  petty  detail,  and  their  greater  sense  of 
responsibility,  are  all  recommendations  in  their  favor. 
In  'many  druggists'  shops  a  woman  presides  at  the 
money-desk.  Let  this  serve  as  her  entering- wedge 
towards  the  dispensing-counter.  Its  progress  needs 
only  such  encouragement  as  has  been  aflforded  by  the 
classes  in  chemistry,  for  women,  established  by  the 
Lowell  Institute  in  connection  with  the  Massachusetts 
Institute  of  Technology,  and  an  appreciation  of  its  im- 
portance by  a  few  such  druggists  as  Messrs.  Metcalf, 
Colcord  and  Dolliver,  Brown  and  Markoe,  and  Leopold 
Babo,  and  the  suggestion  would  be  a  fact  accomplished. 


"We  frequently  wonder  at  the  patience  and  long 
suffering  of  our  friends,  the  various  publishers,  who  con- 
tinue to  send  us  their  valuable  works  as  issued,  though 
we  have  been  so  remiss  in  acknowledging  them.  Had 
we  no  other  business  in  hand  than  the  enlargement  of 
our  library,  a  notice  from  us  would  hardly  reach  so  large 
a  circle  of  readers  as  this  Journal  has  now  acquired. 
The  trade  may  therefore  well  excuse  our  delay.  We 
hardly  know  where  to  begin  upon  the  pile  of  books  that 
lies  under  our  table.  Therefore  we  will  take  a  few  at 
random. 
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From  Henry  C.  Lea,  of  Philadelphia,  who  has  always 
shown  remarkable  judgment  in  his  selection  of  what 
to  place  in  his  press,  we  have  the  following:  — 

A  Treatise  on  the  Diseases  of  Infancy  and  Childhood, 
by  Prof.  J.  Lewis  Smith,  of  Bellevue  Hospital  Medical 
College,  New  York. 

A  Practical  Treatise  on  the  Diagnosis,  Pathology, 
and  Treatment  of  Diseases  of  the  Heart,  by  Prof.  Aus- 
tin Flint,  also  of  Bellevue.    (2d  edition.) 

A  Practical  Treatise  on  the  Diseases  of  Women,  by 
Prof.  T.  Gaillard  Thomas,  of  the  New  York  College  of 
Physicians  and  Surgeons  (2d  edition) ;  and  A  Manual 
of  Clinical  Medicine  and  Physical  Diagnosis,  by  Thomas 
Hawkes  Tanner;  revised  and  enlarged  by  Dr.  Tilbury 
Fox,  of  London.  (3d  American,  from  2d  English 
edition.) 

Lindsay  &  Blakiston,  of  Philadelphia,  have  favored 
us  with 

The  Practice  of  Medicine,  by  the  same  Dr.  Tanner, 
(5th  American  from  6th  English  edition)  ;  and  A  Guide 
to  the  Examination  of  the  Urine,  by  Dr.  J.  Wickham 
Legg,  of  London.     (2d  edition.) 

From  Wm.  Wood  &  Co.,  of  New  York,  we  have 

A  Treatise  on  the  Theory  and  Practice  of  Obstetrics, 
by  Prof.  W.  H.  Byford,  of  Chicago. 

J.  B.  Lippincott  &  Co.,  with  whom,  as  the  publishers 
of  our  American  edition  of  Simpson's  Obstetric  Memoirs 
and  Contributions,  and  our  Criminal  Abortion  in  Amer- 
ica, we  have  held  very  pleasant  relations,  have  sent 

A  Hand-book  of  Medical  Microscopy,  by  Dr.  Joseph 
G.  Richardson,  Microscopist  to  the  Pennsylvania  Hos- 
pital. 

George  Maclean,  of  Philadelphia;  — 

A  Guide-book  to  Florida  and  the  South,  by  our  friend 
Dr.  Daniel  G.  Brinton,  one  of  the  genial  editors  of  that 
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excellent  weekly,  the  ^'Philadelphia  Medical  and  Surgi- 
cal Reporter." 

The  iSTavy  Department,  at  Washington:  — 

]Sraval  Hygiene,  by  Surgeon  Joseph  Wilson,  with  an 
Appendix  upon  Moving  Wounded  Men  on  Shipboard, 
b}^  Surgeon  Albert  C.  Gorgas. 

From  our  own  publisher,  James  Campbell,  of  this 
city,  we  have,  among  other  books  we  will  not  now 
enumerate :  — 

Velpeau's  Lessons  upon  the  Diagnosis  and  Treat- 
ment of  Surgical  Diseases,  translated  by  Dr.  W.  C.  B. 
Fifield,  of  the  Boston  City  Hospital,  and  an  excellent 
surgeon.  We  only  regret  that  his  name  occupies  an 
unfortunate  position  upon  another  page  of  the  present 
number  of  this  Journal. 

A  Hand-book  of  the  Diseases  of  the  Eye,  by  Dr.  A. 
Salomons,  of  Boston,  formerly  Ophthalmologist  in  the 
Government  Service  of  Holland  3  and 

The  General  Principles  which  should  be  observed  in 
the  Constitution  of  Hosj^itals,  by  Douglas  Gallon,  C.B., 
F.E.S.;  from  the  press  of  Macmillan  &  Co.,  of  London. 

To  gynaecologists,  the  books  by  Thomas,  By  ford, 
Tanner,  and  Richardson,  will  especially  commend  them- 
selves. The  first  two  and  the  last  of  the  gentlemen 
named  are  members  of  the  Gynaecological  Society. 

To  Galton's  Treatise  upon  Hospital  Management  we 
shall  hereafter  refer.  At  present  we  merely  state  it  to 
be  well  worth  the  perusal  of  every  thoughtful  hospital 
attendant. 

Were  Mr.  Campbell  at  our  elbow,  he  would  probably 
suggest  that  all  the  works  of  which  we  have  spoken  can 
])e  procured  through  himself,  and  that  we  might  endorse 
him  as  anxious  to  satisfy  his  customers.  We  can  cer- 
tainly do  so. 
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PROCEEDINGS    OF    THE    SOCIETY. 

[Eeported  by  Horatio  It.  Storer,  Secretary.} 

THIRTY-FIFTH  REGULAR  MEETING,  JUNE  7,  1870. 

The  thirty-fifth  regular  meeting  of  the  Society  was 
held  on  June  7,  1870,  at  Hotel  Pelham,  at  half-past 
seven  o'clock.  In  the  absence  of  the  President,  Dr. 
"Warner  was  called  to  the  chair.  Present,  Drs.  Warner, 
Sullivan,  Bixby,  Field,  Weston,  and  H.  P.  Storer;  and, 
by  invitation,  Drs.  L.  S.  Pice,  of  Lebanon,  Ohio;  J.  E. 
Stubbs,  of  Corry,  Pa.;  J.  F.  Armstrong,  Cleveland, 
Ohio ;  and  M.  P.  Morrison,  of  Monongahela  City,  Pa. 

The  records  of  the  last  two  meetings  were  read  and 
accepted. 

The  Secretary  read  letters  from  Mr.  Charles  Clay,  of 
Manchester,  England,  Honorary  Member;  and  Drs.  J. 
G.  Swayne,  of  Clifton,  England;  George  Southam, 
Manchester,  England ;  George  H.  Kidd,  of  Dublin ;  A. 
Wagner,  of  Konigsberg;  Gustave  Bernutz,  of  Paris;  Gi- 
ovanni Bezzi,  of  Modena;  Francesco  Eizzoli,  of  Bo- 
logna; Pasquale  Landi,  of  Pisa;  John  P.  Mettauer,  of 
Prince  Edward's  Court  House,  Ya.;  Henry  Darwin 
Didama,  of  Syracuse,  N.  Y.;  and  Z.  B.  Adams,  of 

Entered,  according  to  act  of  Congress,  in  the  year  1870,  by  Horatio  R.  Storer,  M.D., 
in  the  Office  of  the  Librarian  of  Congress  at  Washington. 

337 


338  Proceedings  of  the  Society.  [Dec, 

Framingham,  Mass.,  Corresponding  Members,  severally 
acknowledging  their  election  to  the  Society.  The  pho- 
tographs of  Mr.  Charles  Clay  and  Dr.  Swayne,  added 
to  the  Society's  collection,  were  exhibited,  and  the  fol- 
lowing donations  to  the  Library  announced :  from  Mr. 
Charles  Clay,  of  Manchester,  England,  the  last  edition 
of  his  Manual  of  Obstetric  Surgery;  from  Dr.  Lauchlan 
Aitken,  of  Edinburgh,  his  monograph  upon  Pelvic  Peri- 
tonitis and  Cellulitis;  from  Dr.  Swayne,  of  Bristol,  Eng- 
land, his  Obstetric  Aphorisms;  from  Dr.  J.  Mathews 
Duncan,  of  Edinburgh,  his  papers  upon  the  Synclitic 
Motion  of  the  Foetal  Head;  from  Prof.  Schroeder, 
of  Bonn,  his  monographs  upon  Chronic  Inversion,  and 
Eetro-uterine  Hematocele;  and  from  Dr.  Joseph  Kam- 
merer,  of  ^ew  York,  his  papers  upon  the  Treatment  of 
Uterine  Catarrh,  and  the  Pathological  Conditions  caus- 
ing Sterility,  and  Klob's  work  upon  the  Pathological 
Anatomy  of  the  Female  Sexual  Organs,  translated  by 
himself;  from  Prof.  Otto  Spiegelberg,  of  Breslau,  his 
article  upon  Puerperal  Fever;  from  Dr.  Landi,  of  Pisa, 
his  work  upon  Ovariotomy;  from  Dr.  G.  Bernutz,  of 
Paris,  the  English  edition  (Sydenham  Society)  of  the 
work  upon  the  Diseases  of  Women,  written  conjointly 
by  the  late  Dr.  Goupil  and  himself,  in  two  volumes; 
from  Dr.  K.  A.  Kinloch,  of  Charleston,  S.  C,  his 
paper  upon  Sarcomatous  Fibroma;  and  from  Prof. 
Lazarewitch,  of  Kharkoff,  Russia,  his  monographs 
upon  certain  Obstetrical  and  Gynaecological  Operations 
and  Instruments,  Displacements  of  the  Uterus,  Em- 
bryotomy, and  the  Induction  of  Premature  Labor. 

Dr.  Storer  exhibited,  with  the  stereoscope,  an  admira- 
ble likeness,  belonging  to  himself,  of  the  late  Sir  James 
Y.  Simpson. 

The  Secretary  presented,  in  behalf  of  Dr.  Robert 
Newman,  of  I^ew  York,  a  Corresponding  Member,  a 
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]SrEW   ATOMIZER, 

which,  while  useful  for  general  purposes,  was  thought 
especially  adapted  for  applications  to  the  vulva,  vagina, 
uterus,  and  urethra. 

It  may  thus  be  described :  — 

This  atomizer  is  constructed  on  the  principle  of  one 
capillary  tube  inclosing  another,  and  it  works  as  follows : 
The  double  air-chamber  of  the  rubber  tube,  by  rapid 
motion  of  the  hand,  presses  the  air  through  the  inner 
glass  tube,  and  directs  the  spray.  The  same  movement 
exhausts  the  air  from  the  outer  tube.* 


As  soon  as  there  is  a  vacuum  in  the  outer  tube,  the 
fluid  from  the  vial  is  forced  upward  into  it,  and  sur- 
rounds the  inner  tube.  The  continued  pressure  forces 
the  fluid  through  the  small  opening,  and  produces  the 


*  Fig.  1  represents  the  straight  atomizer  in  operation,  pp  pxs  the  outer  tube,  r  r  in- 
ner tube.  <S  the  vial,  with  the  medicated  fluid.  Fig.  2  is  the  end  of  an  atomizer  whoso 
point  is  directed  forwards,  for  the  meatus,  etc.;  and  Fig.  3  the  end  of  an. atomizer,  which 
sprays  backwards,  for  the  fourchette,  etc. 
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spray.  We  have  here  the  air-producer  inside,  and  the 
fluid  outside,  surrounding  the  inner  tube ;  but  the  whole 
machinery  is  only  one  piece.  The  opposite  mechanism 
is  also  possible,  to  let  the  fluid  pass  in  the  centre  and 
have  the  air-producer  surround  the  passage  for  fluids. 
These  atomizers  possess  many  advantages  over  all  the 
other  patterns  now  in  use.  They  are,  and  keep  always, 
clean,  do  not  decompose  the  solutions,  produce  a  finer 
spray,  thereby  not  irritating  the  parts,  never  need  re- 
pairs, keep  always  in  order,  and  are  cheaper  than  other 
contrivances.  They  are  Tzo^patented  !  They  are  made 
to  direct  the  spray  in  difierent  directions:  forwards, 
backwards,  and  straight  upward.  Of  the  latter  sort, 
two  specimens  were  exhibited  to  the  Society;  one  pro- 
ducing a  very  fine,  the  other  a  coarse  spray. 

They  are  constructed  by  Mr.  W.  A.  Demuth,  16 
I^Torth  "Williams  St.,  I^Tew  York  City,  and  may  be  ob- 
tained of  the  well-known  instrument-makers,  Geo.  Tie- 
mann  &  Co. 

Dr.  Warner  was  inclined  to  consider  the  new  Atomi- 
zer, invented  by  Dr.  Newman,  an  improvement  upon 
those  in  general  use.  For  cases  requiring  a  prolonged 
use  of  the  spray,  as  to  the  larynx  for  instance,  he  thought 
steam-power  far  preferable  to  that  from  the  hand. 

Dr.  Eice  considered  the  hand-bulb  the  most  useful 
where  a  very  cold  spray  was  needed,  as  in  cases  of 
hemorrhage. 

Dr.  Field  remarked,  with  reference  to  steam-atomizers, 
that  there  existed  the  disadvantage  of  having  to  keep 
a  supply  of  alcohol  on  hand,  and  that  it  was  necessary 
to  frequently  clean  the  boiler,  more  particularly  upon 
the  outside,  in  consequence  of  its  liability  to  rust  in  con- 
sequence of  exposure  to  various  chemical  vapors,  to  the 
respiration  of  patients,  etc.  These  objections  were  not 
applicable  to  the  hand  instrument. 
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Dr.  Kice  referred  to  the  fact  that  the  source  of  tar- 
nish last  mentioned,  namely,  pulmonary  exhalations, 
could  in  great  measure  be  prevented  by  the  employment 
of  a  face  shield. 

Dr.  Storer  said  that  there  were  still  other  indications 
of  a  very  important  character  for  the  use  of  the  hand 
rather  than  the  steam  atomizer.  This  was  the  case  in 
the  disinfection  of  rooms  or  hospital  Avards,  for  which 
the  most  perfect  method  probably  as  yet  devised  was 
the  atomization  of  a  solution  of  carbolic  acid. 

Dr.  Sullivan  inquired  as  to  the  relative  value  for  dis- 
infecting purposes  of  carbolic  acid  and  permanganate 
of  potash. 

Dr.  Kice  thought  there  could  be  no  doubt  of  the  de- 
structive influence  of  carbolic  acid  upon  organic  germs. 

Dr.  Field  claimed  the  same  effect  for  permanganate 
of  potash. 

Dr.  Sullivan  spoke  of  the  stench  of  carbolic  acid  be- 
ing strongly  objected  to  by  a  commission  of  the  French 
government,  appointed  to  consider  the  subject  of  dis- 
infecting ships'  holds. 

Df.  Storer  thought  the  objection  an  over-fastidious 
one  in  comparison  with  the  odor  of  bilge-water.  Long 
before  carbolic  acid  was  as  well  known  as  at  present,  he 
had  instituted  a  series  of  experiments  upon  quite  an 
extended  scale,  at  his  farm  in  Milton,  with  reference  to 
the  comparative  value  of  disinfectants,  and  had  found 
coal  tar  by  far  the  most  effective.  It  would  be  recol- 
lected, moreover,  that  this  agent  but  a  few  ^^ears*  ago 
was  much  lauded  for  the  dressing  of  suppurating  wounds. 
He  had  lately  had  occasion,  with  Dr.  Sullivan,  to  discuss 
the  subject  on  board  the  U.  S.  Monitor  "  Terror,"  then 
lying  at  Norfolk,  Ya.,  and  about  sailing  for  the  West 
Indies.  It  was  of  course  a  matter  of  great  interest  to 
the  officers  of  the  ship,  Capt.  Eansom  and  Surgeon 
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Scofield,  to  take  every  precaution  possible  for  the 
health  of  the  crew  in  the  Gulf  climate  during  the  sum- 
mer months,  and  the  submarine  quarters  of  an  iron  clad, 
under  those  circumstances,  presented  various  problems 
that  were  new.  The  air  can  be  prevented  from  becom- 
ing stagnant  only  by  a  powerful  fan-blower.  Dr.  Storer 
had  suggested  that  it  would  be  of  advantage  to  fre- 
quently apply  both  carbolic  acid  and  permanganate  of 
potash  by  atomization  throughout  every  part  of  the 
ship. 

Dr.  Field  exhibited  a 

rrBROUS   TUMOR   SPONTANEOUSLY  EXPELLED, 

and  reported  the  case. 

Mrs.  M.,  aged  forty;  confined  early  in  March  of  a  living 
child.  Uterus  did  not  contract  as  usual  after  expul- 
sion of  placenta.  ISo  unusual  hemorrhage.  Was  called 
to  see  patient  in  consultation,  a  week  after  delivery. 
Found  a  large,  hard  tumor,  nearly  filling  abdominal  cav- 
ity, which  tumor  was  divided  into  two  nearly  equal  parts 
by  a  deep  sulcus  running  obliquely.  Below  this  di- 
vision, it  was  very  painful  and  sensitive  to  touch. 
Learned  that  patient  had  suspected  that  something  was 
wrong  during  latter  months  of  her  pregnancy,  on  ac- 
count of  her  unusually  large  size.  Diagnosticated  fibrous 
tumor  of  uterus.  Nearly  a  month  later,  was  called  by 
Dr.  Morse,  of  Watertown,  the  attending  physician,  to 
see  the  patient  again,  in  company  with  Dr.  Morrill  Wy- 
man,  of  Cambridge.  A  mass,  in  a  state  of  partial  de- 
composition, was  found  to  be  protruding  from  the 
vulva,  which  Dr.  Wyman  removed  by  gentle  traction. 
This  was  presented  to  the  Society  in  the  condition  in 
which  it  was  taken  from  the  patient.  She  made  a  good 
recovery.     Had  had  two   children  previously,  and  no 
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miscarriages.  Had  no  reason  to  suspect  any  uterine 
trouble  previous  to  her  last  conception. 

Dr.  Storer  recalled  to  the  members  a  somewhat  simi- 
lar case  occurring  in  this  city,  some  years  since,  in  the 
practice  of  Dr.  H.  K.  Oliver.  "With  regard  to  the  spe- 
cimen exhibited  by  Dr.  Field,  it  was  now  difficult  to 
decide  whether  it  had  been  a  pediculated  intra-uterine 
fibroid  which  had  been  snapped  during  parturition,  or 
had  subsequently  sloughed  away,  or  whether,  having 
been  originally  parietal  and  become  partially  enucleated, 
it  had  thus  been  cast  ofi*.  Had  the  specimen  not  been 
so  disorganized  before  expulsion,  an  examination  of  its 
envelope  and  interior  structure  would  quickly  have 
settled  the  question.  Under  other  circumstances  than 
those  of  a  labor,  the  possibility  of  an  apparent  fibroid 
thus  expelled  being  in  reality  of  foetal  origin  should  be 
borne  in  mind.  It  would  be  recollected  that  he  had  re- 
ported an  instance  of  the  kind  referred  to,  at  a  previous 
meeting.* 

Dr.  Bixby  reported  the  following  case  of 

EXPLORATORY   ABDOMINAL    SECTION. 

Miss ,  of  l^ew  York,  a  tall,  fine  looking  blonde, 

consulted  Dr.  H.  K.  Storer  in  January,  1870,  for  a 
tumor  of  the  abdomen.  She  had  been  previously  under 
the  charge  of  Dr.  Eobeson,  of  Wooster,  Ohio,  who, 
though  not  fully  satisfied  as  to  the  nature  of  the  tumor, 
was  inclined  to  hope  that  it  might  be  a  multilocular  cyst 
of  the  ovary.  Desiring  to  give  his  patient  every  possible 
chance,  he  advised  her  to  consult  Dr.  Storer.  Later 
she  had  seen  a  physician  of  Ifew  York  State,  who 
endeavored  to  dissuade  her  from  going  East,  assuiing  her 

*  This  Journal,  June,  1870,  p.  332. 
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that,  if  there  was  any  operation  required,  it  could  be 
performed  just  as  well  there.  She  thought  otherwise, 
and  came  to  Boston. 

Jan.  17th,  the  patient  entered  St.  Francis'  Hospital. 
She  is  twenty-five  years  old;  of  light  complex- 
ion, with  a  decidedly  sallow  tinge.  Her  mother  is  still 
living,  but  is  suflfering  from  an  obscure  difficulty  located 
in  the  abdomen.  The  patient  menstruated  at  twelve, 
and  up  to  her  fifteenth  year  the  menses  were  always 
very  profuse.  The  next  two  years  they  were  entirely 
absent.  At  seventeen  they  returned ;  were  scanty,  and 
attended  with  severe  dysmenorrhcea.  Three  years  since, 
she  noticed  a  swelling  in  the  abdomen  immediately 
above  the  pubes,  and  a  little  to  the  right  of  the  median 
line.  At  present,  menstruation  is  regular  as  to  time, 
but  is  scanty,  necessitating  seldom  more  than  three  nap- 
kins; there  is  no  leucorrhoea.  She  sufi^ers  frequently 
from  dyspepsia,  and  there  is  always  a  tendency  to  con- 
stipation.    The  urine  is  habitually  scanty. 

Upon  inspection,  the  abdomen  presents  a  swell- 
ing about  the  size  of  pregnancy  at  six  months.  Palpa- 
tion imparts  the  sense  of  a  firm,  distinct,  irregular, 
nearly,  if  not  quite,  immovable  tumor.  The  uterine 
cavity  measures  two  and  a  half  inches.  The  organ  is 
fixed  in  the  pelvis.  Auscultation  and  percussion  estab- 
Hsh  a  healthy  condition  of  the  heart  and  lungs;  the 
liver  and  spleen  seem  slightly  enlarged.  After  due 
consideration.  Dr.  Storer,  with  some  mental  reservation, 
pronounced  the  case  one  of  fibrous,  probably  pediculated, 
tumor  of  the  uterus.  The  mental  reservation  was  based 
upon  the  following  points,  namely:  The  possibility  of 
its  being  a  Wolffian  cyst  of  the  broad  ligament,  or  a  solid 
multilocular  cyst  of  the  ovary,  and  the  absence  of  men- 
orrhagia.  For  the  present  at  least,  considering  the  gen- 
eral good  condition  of  the  patient,  notwithstanding  her 
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most  earnest  desire  for  an  operation.  Dr.  Storer  decided 
against  it. 

Two  weeks  later,  Dr.  Storer  entertaining  still  some 
doubts  as  to  the  diagnosis,  and  desiring  to  give  his  pa- 
tient every  possible  advantage,  examined  her  under 
chloroform,  in  company  with  Dr.  Warner,  and  Dr. 
Storer,  senior.  By  the  sound  introduced  into  the  uter- 
ine cavity,  that  organ  could  now  be  swung  around  into 
the  left  iliac  fossa.  This,  together  with  other  considera- 
tions, disposed  him  to  advise  an  exploratory  section. 
Fully  determined  to  submit  to  any  operation  which 
might  offer  the  least  chance  for  relief,  and  nervous  and 
impatient  at  the  necessary  delay,  the  patient  cheer- 
fully gave  her  assent. 

Feb.  2d,  there  being  present  Drs.  Winslow  Lewis, 
President  of  the  Gynaecological  Society;  Carl  Both,  of 
Boston;  Marsters,  of  Somerville;  Weston,  of  E.  Cam- 
bridge, and  Warner  and  Bixby,  of  Boston,  the  section 
was  made.  The  patient,  having  been  placed  upon  Dr. 
Crosby's  invalid  bed,  was  examined  for  false  teeth,  then 
slowly  placed  under  the  influence  of  chloroform.  When 
completely  anaesthetized,  the  urine  was  drawn.  Dr. 
Storer  now  proceeded  to  make  an  incision  three  inches 
long,  at  a  point,  according  to  his  custom,  a  little  to  the 
left  of  the  linea  alba,  and  midway  between  the  pubes 
and  umbilicus.  Each  layer  of  tissue  having  been  care- 
fully divided  upon  a  director,  there  presented  a  dark 
red  mass,  which  digital  exploration  established  to  be 
a  fibrous  tumor  of  the  uterus,  whose  attachment,  on  ac- 
count of  its  size,  it  was  not  possible  to  ascertain,  until 
the  abdominal  incision  had  been  enlarged  to  double  its 
original  length.  It  w^as  now  quite  accessible,  and  the 
tumor  was  found  to  spring  from  the  junction  of  the 
lower  two  thirds  with  the  upper  one  third  of  the  uterus 
posteriorly,  throwing  that  organ  forward.     The  condi- 
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tion  of  the  parts  was  earefully  examined  into  by  all  the 
gentlemen  present,  and  it  was  decided  that  removal  of 
the  tumor,  owing  to  its  intimate  connection  with  the 
uterus,  would  probably  involve  that  of  the  whole  organ. 
Considering  the  slow  progress  of  its  growth  and  the 
absence  of  menorrhagia,  the  two  symptoms  of  all 
others  whose  presence  would  warrant  an  operation  so 
serious  as  the  above,  Dr.  S.  decided  to  close  the  wound 
without  further  interference.  Its  edges  were  therefore 
carefully  brought  together  with  ten  silver  sutures,  all  of 
which  involved  the  peritoneum,  and  by  superficial  ones 
which  included  only  the  skin.  Wide  strips  of  adhesive 
plaster  were  now  passed  entirely  around  the  body,  from 
the  epigastrium  to  a  point  below  the  anterior  superior 
spinous  processes  of  the  ilium.  The  patient  rallied  very 
soon  from  the  anaesthesia,  in  a  most  restless  condition; 
later  there  developed  a  sensation  of  nausea,  or,  as  the  pa- 
tient expressed  it,  a  load  at  the  pit  of  the  stomach.  This 
feeling,  after  carefully  observing  it  in  the  cases  of  sev- 
eral patients  after  abdominal  sections,  and  comparing  it 
with  the  nausea  of  pregnancy,  and  of  sea-sickness,  I 
attribute,  partially  at  least,  to  the  mechanical  pressure 
of  the  left  lobe  of  the  liver,  in  a  state  of  congestive 
engorgement.  This  most  unpleasant  symptom  yielded 
as  by  magic  to  the  use  of  large  hot  poultices  applied  to 
the  region  of  the  liver  and  epigastrium,  and  frequently 
renewed.  The  extreme  nervous  condition  was  treated 
by  the  use  of  fluid  ext.  of  valerian  by  enema,  and  the 
bromide  of  potassium  by  mouth. 

From  this  time,  the  case  progressed  without  an  un- 
favorable symptom.  On  the  eighth  day,  the  stitches 
were  removed,  the  wound  having  healed,  excepting  at 
its  lower  extremity,  which  finally  closed  under  proper 
treatment.  The  patient  left  for  her  home,  Feb.  26th,  as 
well  as  when  she  came. 
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Dr.  Storer  referred  to  the  peculiar  displacement  of 
the  uterus,  produced  by  the  development  of  a  large 
fibroid  proceeding  from  its  posterior  aspect.  In  this 
respect  the  case  just  reported  was  almost  precisely  iden- 
tical with  that  existing  in  another  of  his  abdominal  sec- 
tions, reported  at  a  previous  meeting  of  the  Society,* 
where  he  had  removed  an  immense  pediculated  fibroid. 
It  would  be  noticed  that  in  the  present  instance  he  had 
been  compelled  to  leave  a  large  quantity  of  coagula  in 
the  bottom  of  the  pelvis,  the  pressure  of  the  tumor  upon 
the  ilia  being  so  great  as  to  prevent  even  the  introduction 
of  a  sponge  probang  between  them.  This  gave  rise, 
however,  but  to  little  subsequent  inconvenience. 

Dr.  Storer  reported  another  instance  of  exploratory 
section  he  had  lately  made,  the  case  proving  one  of 

KEN^AL   TUMOR. 

The  notes  of  the  case,  as  drawn  by  Dr.  Sullivan,  were 
as  follows :  — 

Miss ,  American,  aged  thirty-one,  bilious  tem- 
perament, spare  habit  of  body,  and  average  weight 
ninety-two  pounds;  health  uniformly  good,  with  the 
exception  of  periodical  sick  headaches  of  severe  charac- 
ter. Last  April,  her  physician.  Dr.  Cogley,  of  Madison, 
Ind.,  discovered  the  existence  of  a  tumor  situated  in  the 
left  hypochondrium  and  descending  below  the  umbili- 
cal region.  This  tumor  was  diagnosticated,  with  some 
mental  reservation,  as  probably  ovarian,  and  the  patient 
advised  to  consult  Dr.  H.  K.  Storer  with  reference  to 
an  operation  for  its  removal.  Accordingly  she  left  her 
residence  in  Indiana,  came  to  this  city,  and  placed  her- 
self under  Dr.  Storer's  care.     The  case  was  first  exam- 

*  This  Journal,  October,  1869,  p.  203. 
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ined  by  Dr.  D.  H.  Storer,  and  then  in  consultation 
with  Dr.  Storer,  Jr.,  and  Dr.  Warner,  and  an  enhxrge- 
ment  of  the  left  kidney  diagnosticated. 

The  patient  being  desirous  of  having  the  question  of 
possible  relief  absolutely  decided,  an  exploratory  abdom- 
inal section  was  made  by  Dr.  H.  E.  Storer,  there  being 
jDresent  Drs.  Storer,  Sen.,  "Warner,  and  Sullivan.  The 
patient  being  put  under  the  influence  of  chloroform,  the 
correctness  of  the  diagnosis  was  made  evident,  the  tu- 
mor proving  to  be  the  left  kidney,  very  much  enlarged, 
a  portion  of  it  softer  than  the  rest  and  evidently  contain- 
ing fluid  of  some  sort.  The  question  of  puncturing  and 
evacuating  the  contents  from  within  the  peritoneal  cav- 
ity was  unanimously  decided  in  the  negative,  it  being 
thought  unadvisable  to  submit  the  patient  to  the  addi- 
tional risk  of  an  attack  of  peritonitis.  It  was,  however, 
proposed  to  tap  from  without  after  the  patient  became 
a  Uttle  stronger.  The  progress  of  the  case,  however, 
showed  that  to  have  done  this  at  once  might  possibly 
have  proved  the  wiser  course.  For  more  than  a  week 
the  patient,  who  had  rallied  without  difficulty  from  the 
immediate  efiects  of  the  operation,  seemed  to  be  quite 
rapidly  improving,  when  she  was  attacked  with  very 
severe  pain  in  the  abdomen,  accompanied  with  nausea, 
vomiting,  and  tympany.  This  attack,  which  was  clearly 
to  be  attributed  to  the  imprudent  eating  of  an  apple, 
gi^adually  subsided  under  the  use  of  anodynes  and  the 
application  of  iodine  to  the  abdomen.  A  week  later  a 
similar  attack  set  in,  not  traceable  to  the  use  of  im- 
proper food.  Pus  began  to  be  discharged  through  the 
wound  in  the  abdomen,  which  was  not  yet  fully  healed, 
and  a  diminution  in  the  size  of  the  tumor  disclosed  the 
fact  that  the  softer  portion  had  probably  burst  and  dis- 
charged its  contents  into  the  abdominal  cavity,  giving 
rise  to  peritoneal  inflammation,  nausea,  distress,  and 


1870.]  Proceedings  of  the  Society.  349 

emaciation.  Later,  the  patient's  condition  appearing 
precarious,  it  was  thought  proper  to  puncture  the  kid- 
ney with  an  exploring  needle,  and  determine  the  nature 
of  its  contents.  The  needle  was  passed  into  the  lumbar 
region,  about  an  inch  from  the  vertebral  column,  the 
existence  of  a  purulent  deposit  ascertained,  and  an 
3iFort  made  to  evacuate  it  by  suction.  This  method 
failing,  in  consequence  of  the  thick,  putty-like  con- 
sistence of  the  deposit,  a  large  trocar  was  intro- 
iuced,  and  a  considerable  quantity  of  a  semi-fluid 
matter  forced  out  by  firmly  compressing  the  tumor. 
Specimens  of  this  were  preserved  and  exhibited  to  the 
Society.  On  submitting  it  to  microscopical  examination 
it  was  found  to  have  undergone  fatty  degeneration  and 
to  contain  very  few  typical  pus  globules.  After  evacu- 
ating the  cavity  as  thoroughly  as  possible,  it  was  repeat- 
edly washed  out  with  warm  water.  The  canula  was  left 
in  situ  for  several  days,  when,  the  discharge  having 
nearly  ceased,  it  was  removed.  It  soon  became  evident 
that  a  fresh  collection  of  pus  was  accumulating  and 
emptying  itself,  in  part,  at  least,  into  the  abdomen.  As 
a  last  resort,  therefore,  a  seton  was  introduced  at  the 
point  where  the  exploring  needle  had  originally  entered, 
carried  through  the  tumor,  and  brought  out  through  the 
abdominal  wall.  Since  this  last  operation,  there  had 
been  a  free  discharge  of  thin,  purulent  fluid  through 
the  channel  opened  by  the  seton.  The  patient's  strength 
and  flesh  were  gradually  wasting;  she  had  become 
jaundiced,  and  her  whole  appearance  indicated  that 
death  from  septicaemia  might  be  expected  within  a  very 
short  time.     ]^o  pus  was  discharged  with  the  urine. 

The  preceding  case.  Dr.  Storer  remarked,  was,  in  the 
external  aspect  of  the  abdomen,  not  very  unlike  one 
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in  which  he  had  made  an  exploratory  section  a  year  or 
two  ago  at  South  Boston.* 

The  Secretary  read  an  instructive  paper  by  Prof.  F. 
M.  Robertson,  of  Charleston,  S.  C,  upon  the 


TREATJMENT  OF  HEMORRHAGE  AFTER  ABORTION  BY  THE 
LOCAL  APPLICATION  OF  PERSULPHATE  OF  IRON. 

[Prof.  Robertson's  paper  was  published  in  this  Journal  for  September, 
1870.]  ^ 

Dr.  "Warner,  after  commenting  upon  the  excellence 
of  Dr.  Robertson's  suggestions,  remarked  that  they 
were  calculated  to  do  much  good  in  this  neighborhood, 
where  the  subject  of  post-partum  hemorrhage  and  its 
treatment  was  at  present  of  so  much  interest. 

Dr.  Field  alluded  to  a  recent  report  upon  the  intra- 
uterine treatment  of  puerperal  metrorrhagia,  repub- 
lished in  the  ^^ Lancet"  from  the  Transactions  of  the 
Obstetrical  Society  of  London. 

Dr.  Sullivan  reported  a  case  where  he  had  packed  the 
interior  of  a  bleeding  uterus  with  sponge  saturated  with 
MaunselFs  styptic,  with  benefit. 

Dr.  Storer  called  attention  to  the  fact  that  practi- 
tioners difiered  concerning  the  respective  hemostatic 
properties  of  the  persulphate  and  perchloride  of  iron. 
He  himself  very  much  preferred  the  former,  as  less  irri- 
tating. 

Drs.  Warner,  Rice,  and  Sullivan  were  each  satisfied 
of  the  correctness  of  this  opinion. 

Dr.  Stubbs  related  cases  where  he  had  controlled  very 
severe  hemorrhage  by  the  use  of  the  persulphate. 

Dr.  Sullivan  thought  that  nothing  could  equal  it  for 
many  forms  of  hemorrhage,  epis taxis  for  instance.     He 

♦  This  Journal,  July,  1869,  p.  28. 
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had  found  it,  moreover,  of  great  benefit  in  the  treatment 
of  languid  ulcers. 

Dr.  Armstrong  reported  a  case  of  congenital  broncho- 
cele  in  a  female  foetus,  where  the  tumor  was  of  a  larger 
size  than  the  whole  child  from  which  it  sprang.  The 
mother  and  grandmother  both  had  goitre. 

Dr.  Warner  was  reminded  in  this  connection  of  an 
instance  of  that  rare  affection, 

EXOPHTHALMIC   GOITRE, 

or  Basedow's  disease,  which  he  had  lately  attended  with 
Dr.  Storer.  The  young  lady  had  been  sent  to  Dr.  S. 
from  Buffalo,  ]^.  Y.,  by  Prof.  Rochester,  of  that  city,  a 
year  since.  At  that  time  the  tumor  was  quite  large,  and 
the  usual  pathognomonic  symptoms  were  present,  — 
prominence  of  the  eyeballs,  irritability  of  temper,  exag- 
geration of  the  heart's  action,  etc.  Previous  to  her 
coming  to  Boston,  iodine  had  been  resC)rted  to,  both  ex- 
ternally and  internally,  but  in  vain.  A  complete  recovery, 
however,  seemed  to  have  been  made  under  the  prolonged 
use  of  digitalin  in  doses  of  an  eightieth  of  a  grain, 
accompanied  by  tonics  and  horseback  exercise. 

Dr.  Storer  desired  the  opinion  of  the  Society  regard- 
ing a  medico-legal  case  lately  presented  to  him  for  an 
opinion,  it  being  one,  he  thought,  of  undoubted 

EEFLEX  INSAJ^ITY. 

"  Upon  the  following  facts,"  he  was  asked,  "  would 
you  judge  a  woman  to  be  legally  accountable? 

"My  client,  a  lady,  a  long  sufferer  from  falling  of  the 
womb,  found,  three  years  ago  this  spring,  her  husband 
engaged  in  a  criminal  intrigue  with  a  woman.  Shocked, 
unable  to  eat  or  sleep,  she  goes  again  and  again  to  this 
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woman,  and  implores  her  to  no  longer  receive  her  hus- 
band. ISo  avail.  The  woman  mocks  her.  Believing, 
then,  that  this  woman  had  acquired  such  power  over 
her  husband  as  that  when  he  was  away  she  had  but  to 
will  and  he  would  come,  and  that  she  meant  to  exercise 
such  power,  she  removes  to -,  N.  II.,  and  care- 
fully conceals  that  she  and  her  husband  are  there. 

"  Her  letters  are  directed  to  her  there,  under  an  as- 
sumed name,  that  the  woman  may  not  discover  their 
whereabouts. 

"  ]!^ow  become  sad,  she  who  was  always  cheerful,  talks 
of  nothing  but  her  wrongs.  She  feels  that  this  woman 
is  always  on  her  husband's  track,  and  her  sole  aim  is 
now  to  bring  suits  against  her,  expose  her  real  character, 
and  thus  shame  her  husband  into  abandoning  the  liai- 
son (which  I  do  not  doubt  did  exist  at  first) .  She  does 
bring  the  suits  in  Oct.,  1868,  and  devotes  herself  to 
nought  but  them,  neglecting  her  family  and  distressing 
her  friends.  The  momentary  absence  of  her  husband 
for  half  an  hour  in  the  evening  immediately  and  always 
raises  in  her  mind  a  belief  that  the  woman  has  come  to 

,  and  that  he  is  with  her.    (False !  The  woman  has 

never,  since  the  husband  left ,  seen  him,  or  been 

in  his  first  home.)  She  cautions  her  children  to  tell 
their  names  to  no  one  who  is  a  stranger,  to  ride  with  no 
one,  lest  the  woman  abduct  them.  At  one  time  she 
imagines  the  woman  has  sent  her  husband  money,  which 
is  buried  in  the  yard,  and  nought  will  pacify  her  but 
her  mother  making  search,  who  finds  none.  In  the 
night  she  would  wake  up  and  say,  the  woman  has  come 

to ,  and  persuades  her  mother  to  go  to  the  hotels 

and  see  if  she  had  come ;  of  course  she  had  not. 

"  The  suits  are  delayed.  She,  imagining  that  the 
woman  is  very  wealthy  (not  so),  and  had  bribed  her 
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lawyers,  resolved  to  bring  on  the  exposure  by  taking 
this  woman's  life.  The  Sickles  case,  and  McFarland 
case,  have  made  a  strong  impression  on  her  mind.  She 
waylays  and  shoots  at  the  woman;  does  not  kill  her. 
Gives  herself  up  calmly  to  the  officers,  saying  that  now 
she  could  get  a  trial,  and  get  that  woman  exposed. 

"  Upon  these  facts,  would  you  say  that  the  woman 
is  legally  responsible?  " 

Answered  by  Dr.  S.,  "Not  legally  responsible." 

Several  gentlemen  expressed  themselves  concerning 
the  case  above  reported ;  the  opinion  of  each  being  that 
criminal  responsibility  did  not  exist. 

The  Secretary  stated  that  the  instructions  of  the  So- 
ciety, concerning  certain  measures  to  be  brought  before 
the  American  Medical  Association  at  "Washington,  had 
been  fulfilled  to  the  letter. 

1.  A  resolution  was  introduced  in  behalf  of  the  So- 
ciety, "  that  the  vote  of  the  Association  at  Kew  Orleans, 
concerning  the  cards  of  specialists  in  journals  of  a 
strictly  medical  character  be  rescinded."  This  motion, 
after  much  discussion,  was  laid  upon  the  table. 

2.  The  following  preamble  and  resolutions  were 
passed  by  the  Association,  after  an  ineffectual  attempt, 
by  a  delegate  from  Pennsylvania,  to  refer  them  to  the 
Teachers'  Convention. 

"  Whereas  J  a  memorial  from  the  Gynaecological  Society 
of  Boston,  was  presented  to  the  Association  at  its  meet- 
ing at  New  Orleans,  in  1869,  setting  forth  that  a  circu- 
lar was  to  be  sent,  in  the  name  of  the  Society,  to  the 
faculties  of  the  several  medical  colleges  in  the  United 
States,  calling  attention  to  the  scientific  and  practical 
importance  of  the  diseases  of  women,  as  regards  their 
frequency,  causation,  effects,  and  curability ;  the  neglect 
that  they  have  thus  far  experienced  at  the  hands  of  the 

23 
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profession,  and  the  reasons  therefor,  and  the  great  need 
of  a  change  in  this  particular;  and  requesting  their 
assistance  towards  this  end,  by  the  establishment  in 
every  instance  of  a  separate  chair  or  lectureship  of 
Gynaecology,  as  distinguished  from  Obstetrics  or  Mid- 
wifery; and  praying  that  in  furtherance  of  the  objects 
of  the  circular,  it  might  receive  the  formal  approval  of 
the  Association; 

^^  And  whereas^  in  consequence  of  the  absence  of 
representatives  of  the  Gynaecological  Society  at  the 
meeting  at  New  Orleans,  the  consideration  of  the  sub- 
ject was  then  postponed;  therefore, 

^^  Hesolved,  that  the  Association  views  with  approval 
the  suggestions  made  by  the  Gynaecological  Society  of 
Boston,  with  reference  to  collegiate  instruction  upon 
the  diseases  of  women,  and  recommends  to  the  schools 
their  general  adoption."* 

3.  The  telegram  from  the  Society,  relative  to  its  de- 
cision with  reference  to  the  claims  of  Dr.  Horace 
WellSjf  was  laid  before  the  Association.  The  whole 
subject  was  referred  to  the  Section  upon  Practical  Med- 
icine and  Obstetrics,  and  was  discussed  through  nearly 
an  entire  session,  after  which,  in  open  meeting  of  the 
Association,  it  was  resolved  "  that  the  honor  of  the  dis- 
covery of  practical  anaesthesia  is  due  to  the  late  Dr. 
Horace  Wells,  of  Connecticut."  J     And 

4.  A  formal  memorial,  signed  in  behalf  of  the  Society 
by  its  President  and  Secretary,  was  presented  to  the 
Association,  charging  upon  the  Massachusetts  Medical 
Society  an  odious  distinction  between  the  candidates 
presenting  themselves  for  admission  to  membership,  in 
that  the  graduates  of  Harvard  College  were  admitted 

♦  Transactions  of  the  American  Medical  Association,  Philadelphia,  1870,  yol.  xxi.  p.  64. 

f  See  this  Journal,  November,  1870,  p.  281. 

i  Transactions  of  the  American  Medical  Association,  1870,  p.  63. 
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upon  mere  presentation  of  their  diplomas,  while  the 
graduates  of  all  other  schools  were  subjected  to  a  strin- 
gent examination;  and  charging,  moreover,  as  a  result 
of  this  unwarrantable  distinction,  that  the  said  Society 
admitted  to,  and  permitted  in,  full  membership  notorious 
and  acknowledged  charlatans.  Upon  the  filing  of  this 
complaint,  and  in  accordance  with  the  custom  of  the  As- 
sociation, the  credentials  of  delegates  from  the  Massa- 
chusetts Medical  Society  in  similar  instances  were  not 
received  until  the  case  had  been  adjudged.  The  me- 
morial was  of  course  referred  to  the  Committee  upon 
Ethics,  which  reported  that  so  far  as  concerned  the  con- 
spiracy between  the  Massachusetts  Medical  Society 
and  Harvard  College,  the  exposure  that  had  been  made 
ought  to  be  suflS-cient  to  check  the  abuse;  and  that  re- 
garding the  harboring  of  irregular  practitioners,  unless 
this  were  at  once  done  away  with,  the  Massachusetts 
Medical  Society  should  no  longer  be  entitled  to  repre- 
sentation in  the  Association. 

Gentlemen  were  aware  that  the  Massachusetts  Med- 
ical Society,  at  its  late  Annual  Meeting,  upon  May  25, 
had  taken  the  only  alternative  now  left  to  it,  and  had 
endeavored  to  obey  the  command  of  the  Association.* 
All  irregular  practitioners  had  been  declared  expelled 
from  the  Society,  and  the  Councillors  had  been  in- 
structed, by  an  unmistakable  vote,  to  cancel  the  iniqui- 
tous arrangement  in  favor  of  Harvard  College.  These 
great  reforms  were  in  direct  consequence  of  the  action  of 
the  Gynaecological  Society.  To  complete  the  first  of  them 
could  no  longer  be  evaded  by  the  Councillors  of  the 
State  Society.  Whether  or  not  they  would  be  inclined  to 
obey  the  voice  of  their  constituents  in  regard  to  the 
second  of  them,  or  in  some  way  to  try  to  escape  the 

•  See  this  Journal,  July,  1870,  p.  62. 
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issue,  remained  to  be  seen.  There  could  be  no  doubt, 
however,  that  the  American  Medical  Association  having 
asserted,  would  now  maintain  its  authority. 

The  Report  by  the  Secretary  of  the  doings  at  "Wash- 
ington, in  behalf  of  the  Society,  was  accepted,  and  the 
thanks  of  the  Society  were  voted  to  him  for  having  so 
faithfully  carried  out  its  wishes. 

The  Secretary  read  a  letter  from  Dr.  James  E.  Shellen- 
berger,  of  Covington,  Miami  Co.,  Ohio,  relative  to  the 
importance  of  the  Society's  discussing,  more  fully  than 
it  had  yet  done,  the  treatment  of  acute  and  chronic 
endometritis. 

Dr.  Warner  remarked  that  he  thought  every  member 
would  agree  with  the  gentleman  regarding  the  impor- 
tance of  a  knowledge  of  the  uterine  inflammations,  but 
so  much  of  value  had  already  appeared  in  the  Society's 
Journal  upon  this  subject,  that  the  request  reminded 
him  of  the  juryman  in  a  western  court,  who,  after  all  the 
pleas  at  a  trial  had  been  made,  asked  the  judge  to  inform 
him  of  the  meaning  of  the  t^rms  plaintiff  and  defendant, 
of  which  he  had  just  heard  so  much. 

The  Secretary  read  the  correspondence  he  had  had 
with  the  Rev.  James  B.  Dunn,  of  Boston,  relative  to 
the  Simpson  memorial  sermon  that  he  had  been  re- 
quested to  preach  by  vote  of  the  Society.* 

The  Secretary  read  a  letter  from  Dr.  J.  B.  S.  Jackson, 
of  Boston,  an  Honorary  Member,  and  a  member  of  the 
Medical  Faculty  of  Harvard  College,  desiring  to  sever 
his  connection  with  the  Society,  and  was  directed  to 
obtain  from  Dr.  Jackson  the  reasons  for  his  extraordi- 
nary request. 

A  letter  from  Dr.  John  S.  H.  Fogg,  of  South  Boston, 
stating  his  desire  to  become  an  Active  Member  of  the 

•  See  this  Journal,  August,  1870,  p.  120. 
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Society,  was  read  and  referred  to  the  Committee  upon 
Membership. 

Upon  motion  of  Dr.  Sullivan,  it  was  voted  that  a  suf- 
ficiency of  jars  and  alcohol  be  purchased  for  the  proper 
preservation  of  the  large  quantity  of  morbid  specimens 
already  possessed  by  the  Society. 

It  was  also  voted  to  print  a  new  edition  of  the  Con- 
stitution and  By-laws  for  the  use  of  distant  members, 
the  first  having  been  exhausted. 

Adjourned. 


THIRTY-SIXTH  REGULAR  MEETING,  JUNE  21,  1870.  , 

The  thirty-sixth  regular  meeting  of  the  Society  was 
held  at  Hotel  Pelham,  on  the  evening  of  June  21st, 
1870;  Dr.  Warner,  in  the  absence  of  the  President,  oc- 
cupying the  chair.  Present,  Drs.  Warner,  Field,  Sulli- 
van, Weston,  Martin,  Bixby,  Wheeler,  and  H.R.  Storer; 
Dr.  J.  B.  Walker,  of  Thomaston,  Me.,  Corresponding 
Member;  and,  by  invitation,  Drs.  W.  W.  Dow,  of  Som- 
erville,  and  B.  N.  Whittier,  of  Boston. 

The  records  of  the  last  meeting  were  read  and 
accepted. 

The  Secretary  read  letters,  in  acceptance  of  their  elec- 
tion to  the  Society  as  Corresponding  Members,  from  Drs. 
L.  Lehmann,  of  Amsterdam;  Domenico  Peruzzi,  of  Ra- 
venna; Louis  Neugebauer,  of  Warsaw;  and  Mr.  James 
E.  Lane,  of  London;  and  one  from  Drs.  Henry  Gerris  and 
W.  S.  Playfair,  Honorary  Secretaries  of  the  Obstetrical 
Society  of  London,  announcing  the  completion  of  the 
system  of  exchange  that  they  had  desired  to  effect 
between  the  two  societies. 

The  following  donations  to  the  library  were  an- 
nounced;  from  Prof.  Neugebauer,  of  Warsaw,  their 
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author,  the  Annual  Keport  of  the  Trinity  Hospital  in 
Poland,  for  1855;  A  New  Method  of  Making  the  Deep 
Sutures  in  Perineo-  and  Episio-raphy;  Successful  Gal- 
vano-caustic  Extirpation  of  an  Abdominal  Sarcoma  dur- 
ing Pregnancy;  Observations  upon  Sarcoma  of  the  Labia 
Pudendi;  Pemoval  of  an  Enucleating  Uterine  Myoma; 
Spontaneous  Foetal  Evolution;  Habitual  Transverse 
Foetal  Position  from  Uterine  Deformity ;  Surgical  Report 
of  the  Holy-Ghost  Hospital  at  Warsaw,  for  1862-66; 
Observations  upon  Vaginal  Atresia;  Examination  of 
Cysts  by  the  Magnesium  Light;  Ovariotomy;  Gyniat- 
rical  Reports  of  the  Holy-Ghost  Hospital  for  1867 
and  1868;  Hyster-ovariotomy ;  and  Unilateral  Haema- 
tometra  from  Atresia  of  a  Single  Corner  of  a  Duplex 
Uterus;  and  from  Mr.  Lane,  of  London,  his  paper  on 
the  Prevention  of  Contagious  Venereal  Disease;  one 
upon  Prostitution,  by  Dr.  John  Chapman;  the  Third 
Report  of  the  Association  for  Promoting  the  Extension 
of  the  Contagious  Diseases  Act;  the  Report  of  the  same 
Association  upon  the  Extent  of  Venereal  Disease ;  the 
Rei^ort  of  a  Sub-Committee  of  the  same  Association; 
and  the  Report  upon  a  similar  topic,  of  a  Committee  of 
the  Harveian  Medical  Society,  of  London. 

The  Secretary  exhibited,  on  behalf  of  Dr.  Newman, 
of  New  York,  specimens  of  his 

IMPROVED   ATOMIZER, 

answering  other  indications  than  those  described  at  the 
previous  meeting. 

Dr.  Storer  exhibited  to  the  Society  his 

IMPROVED   SEA-TANGLE   TENT   FOR  EXTREME  FLEXIONS. 

The  tent  is  bored  out  on  a  lathe  sufficiently  to  allow 
it  to  glide  up  on  the  ordinary-sized  uterine  sound  with 
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small  probe  point.     In  cases  of  extreme  flexion,  compli- 
cated or  not  with  interstitial  fibroid  deposit,  where  it  has 


hitherto  been  difficult  or  impossible  to  introduce  a  sponge 
tent  or  sea-tangle  beyond  the  inner  sphincter,  it  will  be 
found  that  the  hollow  tent  will  easily  pass  in  the  man- 
ner above  indicated.  Its  use  was  illustrated  by  the  fol- 
lowing case,  which  had  occurred  since  the  last  meeting 
of  the  Society :  — 

Mrs.  F.,  from  Essex  Co.,  had  for  a  long  time  suffered 
from  profuse  metrorrhagia.  There  was  present  func- 
tional hepatic  derangement,  but  not  of  a  character  suffi- 
cient to  fully  explain  the  uterine  flow.  She  was  admit- 
ted into  St.  Francis'  Hospital,  and  attended  by  Drs. 
Warner  and  Sullivan,  conjointly  with  Dr.  Storer.  Upon 
endeavoring  to  dilate  the  cervical  canal,  the  ordinary 
tents  of  sponge  and  laminaria  failed  to  open  beyond 
the  inner  sphincter,  in  consequence  of  an  obstinate  flex- 
ion backward,  and  this  though  they  were  kept  in  place 
by  vaginal  packing,  and  though  their  use  was  preceded 
by  that  of  metallic  bougies  and  the  uterus  straightened 
as  far  as  possible  by  digital  pressure  posterior  to  the 
cervix.  It  then  occurred  to  Dr.  Storer  that  a  hollow 
tent  might  be  made  to  slide  over  a  sound  that  had  been 
previously  introduced,  upon  the  principle  of  the  tube  in 
sinking  artesian  wells.  Upon  soaking  a  laminaria  tent 
until  it  admitted  a  sound  through  its  central  aperture, 
it  was  found  to  pass  along  the  sound  into  the  uterine 
cavity  without  the  slightest  difficulty.    The  true  charac- 
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ter  of  the  case,  cancer  of  the  fundus  uteri,  the  neck 
being  nnaffected,  was  thus  at  once  made  out. 

Dr.  Sullivan  had  subsequently  repeated  the  procedure 
in  another  case,  where  he  had  failed  to  pass  the  tent  by 
the  ordinary  method,  with  perfect  success. 

Dr.  Warner  considered  the  matter  of  much  impor- 
tance. He  had  no  doubt  that  in  many  instances  physi- 
cians imagined  they  had  explored  the  uterine  cavity, 
when  in  reality  their  tents  had  not  dilated  above  the 
inner  sphincter.  He  had  seen  cases  where  this  mistake 
had  been  made. 

Dr.  Field  had  lately  attended  a  lady,  where,  from 
excessive  irritability  of  the  parts,  he  had  found  it  impos- 
sible to  introduce  a  tent.  The  insertion  for  twenty-four 
hours  of  a  vaginal  suppository  containing  a  little  alum, 
enabled  hun  to  proceed  to  the  dilatation  without  further 
trouble. 

Dr.  Wheeler  exhibited  a  remarkable  specimen  of 

OVARIAN   DERMOID    TUMOR   CONTALNTN^G   WOOL, 

and  reported  the  case. 

At  the  request  of  Dr.  Mitchell,  he  had  made  an  autopsy 
upon  the  body  of  a  colored  woman,  aged  eighty-two, 
who  died  of  hepatic  disease  complicated  with  ascites,  etc. 

After  evacuating  the  serum  from  the  cavity  of  the 
abdomen  there  was  found  atrophy  of  the  body  of  the 
uterus,  with  occlusion  of  the  os.  There  were  also  two 
fibroid  tumors  as  lai'ge  as  duck's  eggs  situated  upon  the 
fundus.  There  was  on  the  left  side  an  ovarian  cyst  the 
size  of  a  large  orange ;  this  was  filled  with  a  lardaceous 
material,  with  two  fine  rolls  of  black  wool  about  the  size 
of  almonds. 

In  these  cystic  growths  there  are  often  found  various 
substances,  such  as  bone,  cartilage,  teeth,  hair,  and  nails. 
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In  the  present  instance  nature,  true  to  herself  and  to 
the  colored  race,  put  in  wool. 
Dr.  Sullivan  exhibited  a 

LARGE   FIBROUS    FALLOPIAN   TUMOR,  REMOVED   BY   AB- 
DOMINAL   SECTION. 

The  patient,  a  lady  from  South  Boston,  aged  forty- 
seven,  had  for  some  nine  years  been  carrying  an  ab- 
dominal tumor.  She  had  had  two  children,  and  was 
past  the  climacteric.  The  abdomen  had  attained  a 
very  large  size,  and  much  inconvenience  had  of  late 
been  experienced  both  from  the  weight  and  pressure. 
She  had  been  under  medical  supervision  during  the 
greater  portion  of  the  time  since  the  tumor  was  first 
noticed,  but  had  been  strongly  advised  against  an 
operation.  On  the  28th  of  April,  she  consulted  Dr. 
H.  E.  Storer,  who,  on  account  of  the  obscurity  of  the 
case,  deferred  expressing  a  decided  opinion.  After  re- 
peated consultations  subsequently  with  Dr.  Warner, 
Dr.  Storer  determined  to  make  an  exploratory  section. 

The  patient  accordingly  entered  St.  Francis'  Hospital, 
at  Somerville, 

At  this  time  there  was  evidently  a  large  quantity  of 
free  ascitic  fluid  in  the  cavity  of  the  abdomen,  there 
being  not  merely  a  bilateral  wave  of  fluctuation,  with 
bulging  in  the  flanks,  when  upon  the  back,  with  flatten- 
ing upon  a  change  of  position,  but  fluctuation  and 
swelling  in  Douglas'  fossa,  connected  with  that  above. 
In  addition,  there  could  be  felt  a  large,  irregular, 
hard  mass  filling  the  whole  anterior  portion  of  the  ab- 
domen, giving  the  sensation  of  lobulations,  or  of  a 
cluster  of  outgrowths  from  some  central  point. 

The  section  was  made  by  Dr.  Storer,  on  June  18. 
Upon  opening  the  abdominal  wall,  and  enlarging  the 
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wound,  it  was  found  that  the  tumor  was  shield-shaped, 
or  rather  like  the  shell  of  a  turtle,  with  its  convexity 


towards  the  umbilicus,  and  its  curved  margins  clasp- 
ing around  the  vertebral  column.  It  was  cartilaginous 
in  consistence  and  attached  mainly  to  the  fimbriated 
extremity  of  the  left  Fallopian  tube,  very  slightly  to  the 
right,  and  by  a  few  threads  of  lymph  to  the  omentum. 
The  attachment  to  the  left  tube  was  well  marked  and 
with  large  vessels.  The  weight  of  the  tumor  was 
eighteen  pounds,  while  that  of  the  ascitic  fluid  was 
fifty  pounds. 

The  patient  rallied  easily  from  the  chloroform,  and 
was  so  far  doing  well. 

Dr.  Storer  remarked  upon  the  extraordinary  shape 
of  the  tumor,  and  the  very  unusual  site  from  which  it 
sprang.  Before  making  the  section,  he  had  been  sat- 
isfied that  it  was  probably  neither  uterine  nor  ovarian, 
but  as  to  what  it  actually  would  prove  he  had  not  ven- 
tured to  commit  himself.  To  palpation,  there  was 
much  of  the  feel  that  would  be  given  by  a  large  extra- 
uterine foetus  floating  about  in  ascitic  fluid.  The  same 
impression  had  been  given  to  gentlemen  who  had  ex- 
amined the  patient  with  him.  Dr.  Gibbs,  of  South  Car- 
olina, and  others.  It  had  seemed  almost  borne  out 
when  the  exploratory  section  was  first  made,  and  the 
point  of  attachment  of  the  tumor  discovered.  He  should 
not  have  been  surprised,  previous  to  the  operation,  had 
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the  tumor  been  found  to  be  a  scirrhous  or  calcareous 
degeneration  of  the  omentum. 

The  case  suggested  another  interesting  question: 

WHAT  SHOULD  CONSTITUTE  AX  EXPLORATORY  SECTION? 

Here,  an  incision  of  two  or  three  inches  in  length  had 
thrown  no  light  whatever  upon  the  character  or  attach- 
ments of  the  tumor.  It  had  been  necessary,  as  in  other 
instances  that  he  had  reported  to  the  Society,  to  very 
materially  extend  the  incision  before  an  opinion  could 
be  made. 

Dr.  Sullivan  considered  the  operation  that  had  just 
been  reported,  and  this  whether  the  patient  ultimately 
survived  or  not,  a  fresh  triumph  of  surgery.  In  such 
a  case  the  sufferer  would  by  most  men  have  been  left 
to  die  unrelieved,  and  the  tumor  subsequently  have 
been  seized  upon  with  avidity  by  pathologists. 

Dr.  Field  believed  that  it  was  indeed  a  triumph  to 
present  as  a  specimen  from  a  living  subject  what  has 
hitherto  only  been  seen  at  autopsies ;  and  thus  to  ren- 
der such  morbid  growths  of  even  more  intense  interest 
in  their  therapeutical  than  in  their  pathological  rela- 
tions. 

Dr.  "Warner  alluded  to  the  fact  that  it  would  have 
been  impossible  in  this  case  to  have  drawn  off  by  ab- 
dominal paracentesis  any  large  proportion  of  the  ascitic 
fluid  that  was  present. 

Dr.  "Wheeler  asked  if  it  could  not  have  been  done  by 
vaginal  tapping. 

Dr.  Storer  replied  that  there  were  always  objections 
to  puncturing  or  incising  the  peritoneum  through  the 
vaginal  roof,  unless  it  were  absolutely  necessary.  In 
ascites  there  was  not  so  great  risk  of  hemorrhage, 
practically  uncontrollable,  as  in  the  operation  of  empty- 
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ing  an  ovarian  cyst  from  below,  so  lauded  by  Dr.  Noeg- 
gerath,  of  JS^ew  York,  under  the  name  of  ovariocen- 
tesis vaginae.  There  was  always  considerable  risk  of 
peritonitis,  from  the  fact  that  the  vaginal  wound  showed 
less  readiness  to  close  than  an  abdominal  opening. 
There  might  be  a  better  chance  for  a  permanent  drain, 
but  there  was  greater  risk  of  the  entrance  of  air,  as 
those  would  recognize  who  had  ever  studied  respiration 
during  any  operation  requiring  vaginal  opening  of  the 
peritoneal  cavity. 

Dr.  Sullivan  thought  that  the  only  possibility  of 
drawing  off  the  fluid  in  this  case,  previous  to  removal 
of  the  tumor,  would  have  been  by  an  abdominal  section. 

Dr.  Storer  pointed  out  the  risk  of  puncturing  the 
tumor  during  paracentesis,  where  so  small  a  space  ex- 
isted between  itself  and  the  abdominal  wall,  and  re- 
minded those  who  had  been  present  at  the  operation,  of 
its  excessive  vascularity,  as  evidence,  when  he  had 
accidentally  scratched  its  surface.  •  There  was  another 
point,  of  a  good  deal  of  surgical  interest,  and  that  was 
the  violent  reflex  expulsive  action  of  the  abdominal 
walls,  that  was  set  up  during  the  passage  of  the  tumor 
through  their  cleft,  and  this,  although  the  patient  was 
profoundly  under  the  influence  of  chloroform. 

Dr.  Sullivan  alluded,  as  interesting  in  its  diagnostic 
relations,  to  the  healthy  facial  aspect  of  the  patient, 
very  different  from  what  usually  obtains  in  ovarian  or 
cancerous  cases.  In  this  respect  there  was  a  similarity 
to  what  is  often  seen  in  cases  of  fibrous  tumor. 

Dr.  Blake  thought  that  the  slow  growth  of  the 
tumor  had  so  far  afforded  presumptive  evidence  against 
its  being  of  ovarian  origin. 

Dr.  Storer  considered  it  difficult  to  exactly  date 
the  commencement  of  these  outgrowths.  On  the  one 
hand,  tumors  were  often  only  discovered  by  accident, 
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and  after  they  had  attained  a  large  size,  and,  on  the 
other,  an  ascitic  condition  might  precede  for  a  very 
considerable  period  the  development  of  an  outgrowth. 
The  same  was  true  of  the  not  unfrequent  complication 
of  ovaritis  with  inflammation  of  the  surrounding  cellu- 
lar tissue.  Either  might  precede  the  other.  In  each 
instance  the  question  of  priority  might  be  very  diffi- 
cult to  solve.  He  related  an  illustrative  case,  where, 
during  many  months  of  pelvic  cellulitis,  he  had  been 
unable  to  be  sure  of  the  presence  of  an  ovarian  tumor, 
previously  diagnosticated  by  Dr.  Warner,  and  which 
subsequently  became  very  evident  as  the  inflammatory 
deposit  about  it  became  more  and  more  absorbed. 

Dr.  Sullivan  bore  witness  to  Dr.  Warner's  great  skill 
in  diagnosis.  He  had  not  long  since  seen  with  him,  at 
St.  Elizabeth's  Hospital,  an  ovarian  case,  pronounced 
such  by  Dr.  W.,  but  in  which  he  could  not  distinguish 
the  tumor.  Rupture  into  the  vagina  several  days  after- 
wards and  the  discharge  of  several  quarts  of  fluid 
settled  the  diagnosis.  In  this  case  there  was  the  ob- 
scuring feature  of  extreme  abdominal  tympany.  The 
fluid  was  stained  by  blood,  yet  was  evidently  not  ascitic. 

Dr.  Warner  considered  that  the  presence  of  tympany 
afi'orded  one  of  the  greatest  difficulties  in  abdominal 
diagnosis. 

Dr.  Wheeler  wished  to  know  whether  such  a  fluid 
as  had  been  described  was  often  found  in  ovarian 
cysts. 

Dr.  Storer  stated  that  the  variety  of  fluids  thus  found, 
was,  in  difierent  cases,  almost  infinite.  The  symptoms 
in  the  case  reported  by  Dr.  Sullivan  were  neither  those 
of  ascites  or  intra-peritoneal  hematocele,  while  the  very 
large  quantity  discharged  militated  against  the  extra- 
peritoneal variety  of  hemorrhagic  efi'usion,  and  seemed 
to  necessitate  an  ovarian  cyst,  which  had,  by  adhesion 
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and  subsequent  ulceration,  discharged  itself  through 
the  vaginal  roof. 
The  importance  of 

TYMPANY  AS   AN   OBSCURING    ELEMENT    IN    DIAGNOSIS 

had  not,  he  thought,  been  sufficiently  appreciated. 
Certain  forms  of  it  would  not  disappear  under  anaesthe- 
sia, thereby  differing  from  what  obtained  in  the  so-called 
spurious  pregnancy,  in  which  at  the  time  of  abdominal 
flattening  there  was  no  escape  upwards  or  downwards 
of  flatus;  the  latter  point  being  proved  by  a  rectal 
bougie,  the  extremity  of  which  was  placed  under  water, 
that  any  escaping  air-bubbles  might  become  manifest. 
Whether  in  these  cases  there  could  occur  instantane- 
ous evolution  and  re-absorption  of  gas,  was  a  question 
that  had  puzzled  many  thoughtful  practitioners.  An 
hysterical  spasm  of  the  abdominal  parietes  had  been 
considered  sufficient  by  some  to  explain  the  pseudo- 
tympany. 

Dr.  Blake  had  supposed  that  tympany  necessitated 
the  presence  of  flatus  in  the  intestine. 

Dr.  Sullivan  thought  not.  He  had  repeatedly  found 
gas  in  the  abdominal  cavity  external  to  the  intestine. 

So  had  Dr.  Martin,  who  was  of  the  opinion  that  in 
certain  cases  of  peritonitis,  gas  is  generated  within  the 
peritoneal  cavity,  external  to  the  intestine,  during  life. 
He  considered  this  evidenced  by  the  perfectly  equable 
and  uniform  contour  of  the  abdomen,  very  different 
from  what  existed  where  there  were  coils  of  distended 
intestine,  as  seen  in  lead  colic,  etc. 

Dr.  Sullivan  reported  a  case  where,  upon  puncturing 
the  abdomen  immediately  after  death,  there  was  a  great 
escape  of  gas,  although  there  was  no  wound  of  the  in- 
testine, and  there  had  been  no  perforation  by  ulceration. 
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Here  the  condition  could  not  have  been  owing  to  de- 
composition. 

Dr.  Blake  thought  that,  in  any  given  case,  the  ques- 
tion could  be  settled  during  life  by  puncturing  the  ab- 
dominal wall  by  a  very  small  trocar,  though,  unless 
great  care  were  used,  there  would  be  risk  of  wounding 
intestine.  He  did  not  see  how  there  could  be  any 
cause  for  extra-intestinal  flatus  during  life,  as  decompo- 
sition would  be  absent. 

Dr.  "Warner  thought  it  impossible  to  settle  the  diag- 
nosis in  this  manner  without  wounding  the  intestine, 
if  this  were  largely  distended. 

Dr.  Sullivan  furthermore  stated  that  in  the  case  he 
had  reported,  Dr.  Storer,  sen.,  in  consultation,  had  pro- 
nounced the  gas  to  be  in  the  intestinal  cavity,  as  it  had 
proved,  while  Dr.  Calvin  Ellis  had  been  certain  that  it 
was  within  the  intestine,  and  upon  this  supposition  had 
ordered  carminatives. 

Dr.  Martin  commented  upon  the  utter  uselessness  of 
carminatives  in  such  cases. 

Dr.  "Wheeler  suggested  that  the  condition  referred 
to  might  be  owing  to  the  well-known  rapid  perme- 
ability of  animal  membrane  by  gases.  This  was  evi- 
dent enough  after  death.  Might  it  not  occur  as  readily 
during  life? 

Dr.  Sullivan  considered  that,  even  if  this  were  true,  it 
would  be  very  interesting  to  know  where  the  gas  origi- 
nated in  any  given  case.  If  within  the  large  intestine, 
it  ought  to  escape  through  a  hollow  rectal  bougie  when 
such  was  employed. 

Dr.  Martin  considered  this  no  argument.  It  was  by 
no  means  the  case  that  gas  was  always  moved  onwards 
by  the  peristaltic  motion  of  the  intestine. 

Dr.  Warner  remarked  that  it  had  been  his  impression 
that  the  tympany  observed  in  peritonitis  was  often  from 
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the  presence  of  gas  in  the  peritoneal  cavity,  and  that 
it  therefore  could  not  be  discharged  per  anum. 

Dr.  Wheeler  reminded  the  members  that  tympany  was 
not  infrequent  in  dysentery,  etc.,  where  the  intestinal 
movements  were  very  frequent. 

Dr.  Martin  observed  that  these  cases  were  often 
complicated  with  enteritis,  and  at  times  presented  no 
tympany. 

Dr.  Storer  stated  that  there  was  an  important  thera- 
peutic question  dependent  upon  whether  Dr.  Wheeler's 
theory  were  true  or  not.  An  exploratory  incision  would 
seem  to  be  attended  by  less  risk  of  injuring  the  intes- 
tines than  puncture.  After  some  abdominal  operations 
it  was  easy,  by  untwisting  a  wire  or  two,  to  allow  any 
gas  to  escape  from  the  wound,  just  as  was  done  with  the 
fluid  contents  of  the  abdomen  in  some  cases  of  peritoni- 
tis or  secondary  hemorrhage.  It  would  be  found  of 
great  prophylactic  advantage,  as  he  had  more  than  once 
stated  to  the  Society,  to  precede  an  operation  by  the  use 
of  ox-gall,  which  was  well  known  to  cleanse  the  intes- 
tines of  scybalous  masses  and  thereby  to  lessen  the 
likelihood  of  excessive  gaseous  evolution  from  their 
decomposition. 

Dr.  Sullivan  considered  peritoneal  gas  as  usually  the 
result  of  toxaemia. 

Dr.  Warner  pointed  out  the  benefit  of  turpentine, 
especially  in  emulsion,  in  these  cases.  Tympany  was 
often  relieved  by  copious  draughts  of  warm  water. 

Dr.  Martin  related  a  case  of 

CERVICAL   RENT    CURED    BY   STITCHING    DURING  PREG- 
NANCY. 

The  patient  proved  to  have  been  a  fortnight  or  so 
pregnant;  miscarriage  was  not  induced.  She  went  her 
full  time,  and  was  happily  deUvered. 
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The  Secretary  read  the  following,  concerning 

THE   REPRESSION   OF   CRIME^AL   ABORTION, 

from  a  letter  dated  June  16,  and  addressed  to  him  by 
one  of  the  leading  physicians  of  the  city  of  Lynn:  — 

"  I  hope  the  Gynaecological  Society  will  not  fail  to 
take  immediate  and  decided  action  in  regard  to  the 
^Lynn  Abortionist.'  The  prosecuting  officers  of  the 
Commonwealth  complain  that  public  sentiment  is  against 
them  in  their  eflforts  to  procure  the  conviction  of  this 
class  of  criminals,  and  in  a  measure  they  are  right,  al- 
though their  own  timidity  makes  the  matter  seem  worse 
than  it  is.  The  Society  has  it  in  its  power  to  create,  or 
control,  public  sentiment  by  bold  action  in  a  case  like 
this.  If  it  leads  the  van  bravely  in  the  good  fight,  scores 
will  join  its  ranks  who  now  stand  aloof  from  sheer 
cowardice,  —  men  whose  consciences  have  long  tor- 
mented them  for  their  culpable  inaction.  Come  out  in 
the  way  that  may  seem  best  to  you,  but  come  out  iy  all 
means,  and  that  at  onceP 

Dr.  Storer  reminded  gentlemen  that  many  years  ago 
he  had  urged  upon  the  Massachusetts  Medical  Society  to 
cease  its  notorious  harborage  of  habitual  abortionists.  He 
had  been  met  by  the  allegation  that  to  do  so  would  be 
but  to  ^^  stir  a  dunghill."  In  consequence  partly  of  this 
professional  and  most  criminal  apathy,  the  public  senti- 
ment had  become  more  and  more  blunted,  until  it  was 
given  as  a  reason  by  the  public  prosecuting  officers  that 
a  jury  could  not  be  found  in  Boston  to  convict  of  this 
crime,  even  in  the  most  flagrant  and  indisputable 
cases  of  maternal  death.  There  were  at  the  present 
meeting  of  the  Society  gentlemen  who  could  testify  to 
these  facts :  Dr.  Whittier,  who  had  zealously  labored 
during  the  past  year  to  bring  some  of  these  professional 
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as  well  as  unlicensed  wretches  to  their  deserts,  and  Dr. 
Weston,  a  coroner  in  Middlesex  County,  and  one  of 
the  members  of  this  Society,  who  had  lately  placed  evi- 
dence of  the  strongest  character  in  the  hands  of  the 
State  constabulary,  but  without  avail. 

Dr.  Martin  was  satisfied  that  the  prevalent  disregard 
of  foetal  life  in  New  England,  now  almost  universal,  had 
engendered  a  similar  contempt  for  that  of  children  after 
birth.  He  related  a  case  where  he  had  known  an  infant 
to  be  smothered  between  mattresses.  In  this  instance 
he  had  pressed  the  matter  to  a  criminal  trial,  and  had 
been  greatly  blamed  by  very  respectable  people  for  so 
doing. 

Dr.  Storer  had  no  doubt  that  the  experience  of  every 
one  familiar  with  police  detail,  or  frequently  consulted 
as  a  medical  jurist,  was  to  the  same  conclusion.  Such 
crimes  were  but  too  frequently  connived  at  by  parties 
of  very  influential  position.  He  related  an  instance  in 
point.  At  one  time,  it  happening  to  be  known  by  some 
of  the  profession  that  he  was  investigating  certain  points 
connected  with  the  legal  determination  of  live-birth,^  so 
called,  an  elderly  physician  of  this  city  brought  to  him  an 
infant  whose  neck  was  ligated  so  firmly  by  a  cotton  cord 
that  this  was  nearly  lost  to  view.  Uj)on  questioning  into 
its  history,  he  was  told  that  it  came  from  one  of  the  gen- 
tleman's families,  the  mistress  of  which  could  not  bear 
to  part  with  a  servant  who  had  been  "unfortunate,"  and 
who  had  taken  this  method  of  relieving  herself  of  the 
inconvenience  of  her  living  child.  As  for  professional 
shielding  of  criminal  abortion,  it  was  well  known  that 
this  was  of  daily  occurrence.  He  understood,  upon  good 
authority,  that  district  attorneys  practically  refused  to 
prosecute  abortionists.  If  this  were  true,  these  oflicials 
should  be  impeached  for  neglect  of  duty. 

Dr.  Whittier  did  not  blame  the  district  attorneys  so 
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much  for  their  conduct  of  past  cases  as  for  those  still  in 
their  hands.  He  thought  that  officials  should  be  en- 
trusted with  less  power  of  selection,  or  rejection,  of  these 
cases.  Too  many  of  them  were  thrown  out  where  there 
was  a  sufficiency  of  evidence  to  warrant  a  trial.  Public 
opinion  is  undoubtedly  averse  to  pursuing  these  cases, 
prosecuting  officers  and  jurymen  being  alike  liable  to 
be  in  sympathy  with  those  committing  the  crime.  Ju- 
ries in  a  large  city,  moreover,  are  much  more  readily 
tampered  with  than  in  the  country,  and  witnesses  more 
easily  made  away  with.  The  law,  he  thought,  was  too 
stringent,  abortion  being  made  a  State-prison  offence 
for  a  term  of  years. 

Dr.  Martin  considered  this  punishment  none  too 
severe,  the  crime  being  second  to  none. 

Dr.  Blake  coincided  in  this  opinion. 

Dr.  Martin  instanced  a  late  practitioner  in  Roxbury, 
a  member  of  the  Massachusetts  Medical  Society,  in  good 
standing,  who  for  years  previous  to  his  death  had  de- 
voted a  large  portion  of  his  time  to  the  procurement  of 
abortions. 

Dr.  Whittier  thought  he  was  justified  in  saying  that 
district  attorneys  threw  themselves  back,  as  a  reason  for 
neglecting  these  cases,  upon  the  apathy  of  the  medical 
profession. 

Drs.  Blake  and  Martin  both  considered  such  a  course 
to  be  clearly  a  dereliction  of  duty,  and  that  such  attor- 
neys, if  evidence  could  be  obtained,  should  be  im- 
■peached. 

Dr.  "Whittier  instanced  the  case  of  a  regular  physician 
of  this  city,  within  a  very  few  weeks  arrested  for  the 
crime,  who  confessed  his  guilt,  and  gave  as  an  excuse 
that  he  had  several  years  ago  attended  the  woman  for 
syphilis,  and  that  therefore  he  did  not  do  wrong  in 
destroying  her  offspring.     Though  this  confession  was 
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made,  the  case  had  been  dropped.  He  would  not  like 
to  say  that  a  felony  had  thus  been  compounded. 

Dr.  Martm,  as  evidence  of  the  appalling  state  of  pub- 
lic opinion  and  the  recklessness  with  which  this  crime  is 
committed,  alluded  to  the  insignificance  of  the  fee 
charged  by  abortionists.  In  the  instance  of  the  Lynn 
practitioner,  brought  to  the  notice  of  the  Society  at  the 
present  meeting,  the  heinous  deed  is  said  to  have  been 
done  by  him  recently  in  this  city  for  some  five  dollars ! 
He  thought  it  time  that  the  Massachusetts  Medical  Soci- 
ety should  be  purged  of  the  loathsome  reptiles  that  it  still 
harbored.  There  were  scores  in  its  ranks  who  were 
constantly  committing  the  crime.  Dr.  M.  described  the 
peculiar  nonchalance  with  which  women  apply  for  the 
procurement  of  abortion. 

Dr.  Warner  thought  that  this  was  in  great  measure 
owing  to  the  encouragement  they  find  in  obtaining  what 
they  seek  from  regular  physicians. 

Dr.  Martin  was  of  opinion  that  even  if  the  Massachu- 
setts Medical  Society  should  endeavor  to  set  itself  right 
in  this  respect,  the  Councillors,  judging  from  past  events, 
would  fail  to  give  that  endorsement  which  might  be 
needed  to  render  the  action  effective. 

Dr.  Storer  thought  otherwise.  To  rid  the  Society 
of  its  pests  did  not  require  the  alteration  of  any  by-law, 
and  the  Councillors,  therefore,  in  their  corporate  capac- 
ity, had  nothing  to  do  with  it.  As  to  a  renewal  of  any 
attempts  upon  their  part  to  frustrate  the  expressed  will 
of  the  Society  at  large,  the  admission  that  very  day  of 
their  associate.  Dr.  Bixby,  as  a  Fellow  of  the  Society,  by 
the  Censors  of  Suffolk  District,  after  his  previous  un- 
courteous  rejection  by  them,  was  a  suflicient  answer. 

Dr.  Blake  considered  that  the  criminals  in  the  Massa- 
chusetts Medical  Society  ought  to  be  brought  to  trial, 


1870.]  Proceedings  of  the  Society.  373 

and  that  the  Governor  of  the  State  should  be  memorial- 
ized to  remove  any  delinquent  officials. 

Dr.  Sullivan  would  offer,  to  test  the  sentiment  of  the 
Society  as  to  the  best  course  to  be  pursued,  the  follow- 
ing resolutions :  —  _ 

I.  That  the  Gynaecological  Society  is  ready  to  re- 
ceive such  evidence  as  may  be  sufficient  to  convict  a 
Fellow  of  the  Massachusetts  Medical  Society  of  criminal 
abortion,  and  to  present  the  case  and  prosecute  the  same 
before  the  officers  of  that  Society,  with  a  view  to  his 
expulsion. 

II.  That  the  Society  address  the  Governor  of  the 
State,  by  memorial,  setting  forth  the  failure  of  his  prose- 
cuting officers  to  take  cognizance  of  this  crime,  and 
requesting  that  he  direct  them  to  perform  the  duties  of 
their  office,  or  supply  their  place,  if  he  can  legally  do  so, 
by  more  competent  men. 

The  resolutions,  after  many  expressions  of  approba- 
tion, were  unanimously  adopted. 

The  Secretary  read  a  letter  from  Dr.  J.  B.  S.  Jack- 
son, declining  to  give  his  reasons  for  wishing  to  resign 
his  honorary  connection  with  the  Society. 

Upon  motion,  it  was  therefore  decided  that  Dr.  Jack- 
son's resignation  should  not  be  accepted. 

It  was  voted  to  continue  holding  the  meetings  of  the 
Society  throughout  the  summer,  and  that  the  hour  of 
meeting  should  be  3  p.  m. 

The  thanks  of  the  Society  were  voted  to  Eev.  James 
B.  Dunn  for  the  memorial  sermon  in  honor  of  Sir  James 
Y.  Simpson,  of  Edinburgh,  preached  by  him  at  the  re- 
quest of  the  Society  upon  the  evening  of  June  19,  and 
the  Secretary  was  directed  to  request  the  MS.  for  pub- 
lication."^ 

Adjourned. 

•  Mr.  Dunn's  Memorial  Sermon  will  be  found  in  this  Journal  for  August,  1870,  p.  120. 
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THE  VERY  FREQUENT  AND  INEXCUSABLE  DESTRUCTION 
OF  FCETAL  LIFE  IN  ITS  EARLIER  STAGES  BY  MEDICAL 
MEN  IN  HONORABLE  STANDING. 

By  Joseph  G.  Pinkham,  Lynn,  Mass. 
[Commtmicated  to  the  Society,  and  read  Oct.  4, 1870.] 

In  conversation  recently  with  one  of  our  most  re- 
spected physicians,  I  was  somewhat  surprised  to  hear 
him  maintain  certain  opinions,  with  which  I  could  not 
fully  agree,  but  which  he  contended  were  those  of  the 
profession  at  large.  Thinking  them  to  be  exceedingly 
important  in  a  practical  point  of  view,  and  desiring  to 
ascertain  if  indeed  they  represent  the  ideas  of  other 
physicians,  I  bring  them  up  for  discussion  by  this  Soci- 
ety. The  following  propositions  express  with  sufficient 
accuracy  the  doctor's  positions :  — 

I.  It  is  impossible  to  determine  with  certainty  the 
existence  of  pregnancy  during  the  first  three  months. 

II.  In  case  of  absence  of  the  menses,  the  existence 
of  pregnancy  being  doubtful,  it  is  justifiable  to  give  the 
woman  the  benefit  of  the  doubt  (I  use  his  own  lan- 
guage), if  she  be  anxious  not  to  have  children,  and  to 
use  measures  to  bring  on  her  turns,  as  you  might  in 
suppressio  mensium  or  amenorrhoea,  namely,  emmena- 
gogues,  cathartics,  hot  pediluvia,  sitz  baths,  etc. 

III.  It  is  next  to  impossible  to  produce  an  abortion 
by  the  measures  indicated.  If  by  their  means  menstru- 
ation is  resumed,  it  proves,  as  a  rule,  that  pregnancy  did 
not  exist. 

It  is  only  when  these  propositions  are  considered  in 
their  relations  to  one  another  that  their  true  significance 
is  understood.  The  first  paves  the  way  for  the  second, 
by  asserting  that  all  cases  of  pregnancy  are  doubtful 
during  the  first  three  months.  This,  as  a  general  prin- 
ciple, we  must  affirm  to  be  correct.     Nothing  but  the 
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unequivocal  signs,  so  called,  can  make  us  absolutely 
sure  in  any  case.  Given  a  certain  number  of  cases,  say 
one  thousand,  where  there  is  any  presumptive  evidence 
of  gestation,  as  absence  of  the  menses,  the  morning  sick- 
ness, etc.,  it  is  altogether  probable  that  it  will  not  be 
present  in  all.  A  measure  of  doubt  pertains  to  the 
whole  number  taken  collectively,  and  the  physician,  not 
being  able  to  locate  it  exactly  where  it  belongs,  dis- 
tributes it  equally  among  the  whole  number,  and  says 
all  are  doubtful.  At  the  same  time  he  bears  in  mind, 
or  ought  to,  the  fact  that  the  doubt  which  in  this  way 
appertains  to  each  particular  case  is  so  slight  that  it  may 
be  practically  disregarded,  unless  important  issues  hang 
upon  it.  In  order  to  make  my  meaning  in  the  last  sen- 
tence plain,  let  me  suppose  a  case.  A  married  woman, 
with  no  known  incapacity  for  fecundation,  and  in  good 
health,  whose  menses  have  hitherto  been  regular  and 
normal  in  every  other  respect,  presents  herself  to  her 
physician,  telling  him  that  her  turns  have  suddenly 
ceased,  but  that  she  feels  no  inconvenience  from  it,  ex- 
cept perhaps  a  little  nausea  in  the  morning.  The  phy- 
sician tells  her  at  once  that  she  is  pregnant.  What  are 
the  chances  of  his  being  in  error?  So  small,  in  my 
opinion,  that  he  might  pursue  such  a  course  for  a  life- 
time, and  not  injure  his  reputation.  His  mistakes  would, 
I  am  sure,  be  few  and  far  between. 

But  mark  the  second  proposition.  Some  doubt  being 
admitted  to  exist  in  every  case,  if  the  woman  be  anxious 
not  to  have  children  it  is  right  to  give  her  the  benefit 
of  the  doubt,  and  use  measures  that  are  popularly  sup- 
posed to  be  sufficient  to  cause  abortion.  This  is  rather 
strange  argument  to  my  understanding.  The  woman 
already  has  the  benefit  of  the  doubt,  and  you  cannot 
deprive  her  of  it  if  you  would.  The  real  meaning  which 
underlies  the  proposition  seems  to  be  that  it  is  proper 
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for  the  physician  to  convert  the  doubt  into  a  certainty 
for  the  benefit  (sic)  of  a  woman  who  is  anxious  not  to 
have  children.  The  fact  is  apparently  lost  sight  of  that 
the  foetus  has  a  life  which  is  in  every  respect  as  sacred, 
if  it  be  not  as  important,  as  that  of  the  mother,  and  that 
physicians  are  in  duty  bound  to  give  it  the  benefit  of 
the  doubt,  and  abstain  from  all  measures  likely  to  imperil 
its  existence.  If  there  be  the  slightest  possible  chance, 
says  this  proposition,  that  the  absence  of  the  menses  is 
the  result  of  disease,  instead  of  conception,  you  may 
treat  it  as  if  you  were  sure  it  were  disease.  Were  it  not 
for  the  apparent  candor  and  the  known  integrity  of  the 
gentleman  who  maintains  these  opinions,  I  should  con- 
sider them  but  clumsy  attempts  to  gloss  over  practices 
of  an  unlawful  character. 

To  complete  the  sum  of  inconsistencies,  we  have  prop- 
osition third,  which  denies  the  power  of  emmenagogues, 
etc.,  to  produce  abortion.  What,  then,  is  the  use  of 
giving  them  to  a  woman  who  is  anxious  not  to  have 
children?  But,  really,  I  think  the  idea  here  expressed 
an  error.  There  are  undoubtedly  many  cases  in  which 
the  measures  pointed  out  fail  to  have  the  desired  effect, 
—  perhaps  they  do  in  the  large  majority  where  they  are 
tried ;  but,  nevertheless,  it  is  my  fixed  belief  that  more 
miscarriages  are  produced  in  this  way  than  in  all  others 
j)ut  together.  The  reasons  for  this  belief  are :  1st.  The 
very  general  impression  that  such  measures  are  harm- 
less and  right,  even  on  the  part  of  those  who  would  not 
dare  to  resort  to  an  operation.  Hundreds  try  these 
methods  and  stop  with  failure  or  success.  2d.  The  fact 
that  many  women  have  a  strong  disposition,  either  natu- 
ral or  acquired,  to  abort  at  the  menstrual  epoch.  Their 
generative  functions  are  at  this  time  in. a  state  of  unsta- 
ble equilibrium,  which  a  very  slight  circumstance  may 
disturb.     The  action  of  a  cathartic,  or  emmenagogue, 


1870.J  By  Physicians.  377 

or  anything  which  determines  blood  to  the  pelvis,  may 
easily  cause  the  insecurely  attached  ovum  to  be  loosened 
and  expelled.  To  show  how  these  principles  are  carried 
out  in  practice  by  my  friend,  I  give  a  few  of  his  pre- 
sc  riptions :  — 

R.     Vini  Ferri  §  vi. 

Tr.  Aloes. 

Tr.  Guaiaci  (Dewees)  aa  §  ii. 

Ext.  Secale  Cornut.     Fl.  §  i.  ad  §  ii. 

Syr.  Zinziberis  i  vi. 

Spts.  Menth.  Pip.  5  ii. 
m.     A   tablespoonful  three  times  a    day.     In   con- 
nection with  this  a  cathartic  pill  every  night  of  Ext. 
Coloc.  Comp.  and  Aloes,  sometimes  with  Podophyllin 
and  Gamboge. 

The  following  is  a  succinct  statement  of  my  own 
views  in  opposition  to  those  of  the  propositions :  — 

1st.  It  is  impossible  to  determine  with  absolute  cer- 
tainty the  existence  of  pregnancy  in  the  early  stages; 
but  in  the  vast  majority  of  cases  the  judicious  physician 
can  decide,  with  so  little  liability  to  error  that  the 
chances  of  error  may  be  practically  disregarded. 

2d.  If  there  be  any  probability,  even  the  slightest, 
that  pregnancy  exists,  the  physician  is  not  justified  in 
using  measures  that  may  cause  abortion,  unless  the  life 
of  the  patient  imperatively  demands  them. 

3d.  With  many  women  abortion  is  readily  induced  at 
the  menstrual  period  by  such  drugs  as  cathartics  and 
emmenagogues,  and  by  measures  which  determine  blood 
to  the  pelvis. 

I  may  be  allowed  to  express  the  hope  that  members 
of  the  Society  will  freely  and  fully  state  their  opinions, 
either  in  concurrence  with,  or  in  opposition  to,  my  own. 
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EDITOEIAL  NOTES. 

The  duty  of  public  tha:ntvsgivixg  to  Almi<2:htv 
God,  at  the  season  set  apart  by  government  for  such 
glad  service,  bears  with  the  same  force  upon  individual 
men  and  classes  of  them  as  upon  a  people  collectively. 
It  is  not  merely  for  "  general  prosperity,  abundant  har- 
vests, exemption  from  pestilence,  foreign  war,  and  civil 
strife,"*  that  we  of  the  medical  profession  should  thank 
Him,  but  for  all  the  glimpses  that  we  are  permitted  of 
that  beneficent  Providence  that  rules  alike  the  seasons, 
the  tides,  and  the  beating  of  our  hearts,  and  with  Whom 
life  is  but  death,  and  death  the  renewal  of  a  better  life. 

To  gynaecologists,  each  recurrent  year  now  brings 
with  it  an  ever-increasing  and  peculiar  satisfaction.  Old 
prejudices  are  rapidly  disappearing,  and  converted  scep- 
tics are  becoming  the  most  faithful  of  friends.  There  is 
reason  indeed,  as  we  have  more  than  once  pointed  out, 
to  fear  lest  an  undue  prominence  may  for  the  time  be 
given  to  this  hitherto  most  underrated  and  most  abused 
of  the  departments  of  medical  science.  The  risk,  how- 
ever, may  safely  be  taken;  for  extravagance  in  thor- 
oughness is  far  less  to  be  regretted  than  culpability  of 
neglect.  The  great  mass  of  the  profession  is  awaken- 
ing to  treasures  and  responsibilities  of  whose  existence 
within  its  hands  it  has  till  now  seemed  unconscious, 
and  the  seed  that  the  press  is  scattering  broadcast  falls 
upon  a  soil,  barren,  perchance,  for  other  returns,  but  for 
this  everywhere  virgin  and  fertile.  There  has  been, 
there  still  is,  resistance  to  the  work;  but  for  the  harrow 
of  opposition  there  should  also  be  thanksgiving,  for  it 
but  hastens  the  coming  of  the  harvest. 

♦  A  Proclamation,  by  Ulysses  S.  Grant,  President  of  the  United  States,  for  a  Day  (Nov. 
24,  1870)  of  Public  Thanksgiving  and  Praise. 
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The  praise  of  the  mightiest  host  is  but  the  grouping 
together  of  its  single  voices,  each  of  them  weak  in 
itself,  but  strong  when  rendered  with,  and  to,  and  for 
all  the  rest.  As  editors  of  this  Journal,  therefore,  we 
offer  our  meed  of  grateful  thanksgiving  to  the  Source  of 
all  that  is  earnest  and  true  and  good.  The  Journal  has 
been  laughed  at  here  in  Boston,  and  in  every  way  de- 
rided ]  copies  of  it  with  sentences  underlined  are  at  this 
very  moment  being  passed  from  hand  to  hand  among 
its  professional  enemies,  and  shown  by  them  to  their 
patients.  Its  policy  has  been  misstated  and  intention- 
ally 2)erverted  from  the  reality.  Ourselves  have  been 
threatened  so  often  with  personal  violence,  that  we  have 
learned  to  look  for  every  new  message  of  the  kind  with 
the  same  expectancy  as  does  the  gunner,  who  tells  by  the 
faint  crash  from  the  distant  wall  whether  his  shot  is  doing 
or  not  its  work.  As  for  the  realization  of  such  baby- 
threats,  men  know  that  to  lay  a  finger  upon  the  hand 
that  wields  this  pen,  would  be  to  invite  a  lash  of  scorpi- 
ons, whose  every  sting  would  be  worse  than  that  of 
death.  "We  have  never  written  anything  really  hitter^ 
as  yet,  but  we  might,  should  occasion  require. 

"We  render  thanksgiving  that  our  task,  thus  far,  has 
been  so  easy  an  one,  and  that  it  is  now  so  near  its  end. 
A  thing  determined  upon  is  always  much  more  than 
half  completed ;  ^  and  of  those  who  were  our  unkindest 
opponents  there  are  now  some  battling  by  our  side  for 
the  Right.  The  true  questions  that  underlie  all  the  local 
issues  to  which  we  have  so  often  referred  are  becoming 
better  and  better  understood.  Our  adversaries  are  as- 
sisting us  in  their  elucidation,  however  unintentionally 
or  unwillingly.  Mired  in  their  own  quicksand,  their 
frantic  endeavors  to  escape  but  show  more  and  more 

*  "  More  than  half  the  victory  is  accomplished  (if)  the  subject  is  no  longer  ignored." 
Boston  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal,  June  19,  1870,  p.  4=66. 
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plainly  their  treachery  to  ns  and  to  the  profession.  The 
present  number  of  the  Journal  adds  evidence  upon  this 
point  to  that  we  have  already  presented. 

Here,  too,  we  have  cause  to  be  thankful,  that  some  of 
our  chess-moves,  which  may  have  seemed  unnecessary, 
erratic,  or  aimless,  are  beginning  to  be  recognized  as 
having  been  required  for  self-defence,  or  as  made  in 
wise  prevision.  We  are  at  last  receiving  acknowledg- 
ments and  encouragement  like  the  following.  It  was 
written  by  an  influential  practitioner  in  the  State  of 
New  York :  — 

"  I  confess  that  I  was  at  first  annoyed  by  the  course 
of  the  Journal  regarding  your  local  issues.  I  now  per- 
ceive that  the  strong,  telling  blows  which  you  deal  fall 
upon  the  common  enemy,  and  my  only  fear  is  that  he 
will  be  so  completely  annihilated  that  there  will  be  no 
opportunity  left  for  the  exercise  of  Christian  charity 
towards  him ! " 

The  influence  of  the  Gynaecological  Society,  in  excit- 
ing an  interest  in  the  diseases  of  women,  and  securing, 
in  the  words  of  its  Constitution,  their  ^^  due  recognition 
both  in  Boston  and  throughout  the  country,"  is  becom- 
ing very  generally  appreciated.  There  is  still  reason  to 
believe,  as  at  the  outset,  that  the  main  battle-field  lies 
here  at  home, — in  the  self-styled  "hub  of  the  universe." 
"What  has  been  done  already  is  an  earnest  of  the  future. 
Come  what  may,  it  is  evident  that  the  old  oligarchical 
times  "  of  peace,  and  harmony,  and  professional  una- 
nimity,"—  that  golden  age  of  the  tawdriest  pinchbeck, — 
can  never  again,  under  any  circumstances  whatever, 
be  restored.  For  this  reason,  girding  ourselves  to  the 
completion  of  the  good  work  so  prosperously  begun, 
we  render,  like  David  of  old,  most  hearty  thanks  to  the 
Preserver  and  Guide,  without  whom  all  human  work 
is  vain. 
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Who  of  the  profession  in  Boston  will  not  recognize 
the  appropriateness,  at  this  time  and  in  this  connection, 
ofthe  129th  Psalm? 

^^  Many  a  time  have  they  fought  against  me  from  my 
youth  up. 

"  Yea,  many  a  time  have  they  vexed  me  from  my 
youth  up  \  but  they  have  not  prevailed  against  me. 

^'^  The  ploughers  ploughed  upon  my  back,  and  made 
long  furrows. 

^^  But  the  righteous  Lord  hath  hewn  the  snares  of  the 
ungodly  in  pieces. 

"  Let  them  be  even  as  the  grass  growing  upon  the 
house-tops,  which  withereth  afore  it  be  plucked  up; 

"  Whereof  the  mower  iilleth  not  his  hand,  neither  he 
that  bindeth  up  the  sheaves  his  bosom. 

*^^  So  that  they  who  go  by  say  not  so  much  as.  The 
Lord  prosper  you;  we  wish  you  good  luck  in  the  name 
of  the  Lord." 


Last  month  we  laughed  at  the  ridiculous  antics 
that  were  being  cut  by  the  venerable  Councillors  of  the 
Massachusetts  Medical  Society,  in  their  "forgetful- 
ness  "  that  the  curtains  that  have  concealed  their  delec- 
table doings  were  at  last  drawn  aside.  This  month  we 
are  at  more  serious  work  again,  and  we  address  our- 
selves in  sober  earnest  to  the  Fellows  of  the  Society. 

It  will  be  recollected,  that  at  Washington,  last  spring, 
it  was  decided  by  the  American  Medical  Association,  that 
delegates  from  the  Massachusetts  Medical  Society  and  its 
component  districts  ought  not  to  be  received  until  certain 
violations  of  the  Code  of  Ethics  had  been  made  to  cease 
at  home.  By  this  action  the  Society  was  at  once 
aroused  to  a  sense  of  its  previous  remissness,  and  by  a 
significant  vote,  at  perhaps  the  largest  meeting  it  had 
ever  convened,  it  upheld  the  Association  in  its  action 
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by  immediately  setting  itself  right  upon  the  record.  It 
severed  its  "illegal"  concubinage  with  Harvard  Uni- 
versity, and  it  expelled  upon  the  spot  every  irregular 
practitioner  who  publicly  acknowledged  himself  as  such 
within  its  ranks. 

The  Society  has  but  exerted  the  power  conferred  by 
Section  5th  of  the  Act  of  the  Legislature  of  Massachu- 
setts, of  1781,  whereby  it  is  provided  that  "  The  Fel- 
lows of  said  Society  shall  have  power  to  suspend,  ex- 
pel, or  disfranchise  any  Fellows  of  said  Society."  That 
the  by-laws  permit  that  there  may  be  Boards  of  Trial, 
does  not  destroy  the  chartered  right  of  the  Society,  of 
itself  to  purge  itself  when  it  shall  see  fit  so  to 
do. 

These  are  matters  of  record.  If  men  thus  expelled  see 
fit  to  claim  defence  before  a  Board  of  Trial,  that  is  a 
secondary  and  subordinate  matter,  aside  from  the  pres- 
ent question.  The  State  Society  has  formally,  and  over 
and  over  again,  by  the  yearly  signatures  of  its  dele- 
gates, bound  itself  to  be  governed  by  the  Code  of  Ethics 
of  the  American  Medical  Association.  That  Code  forbids 
membership  to  all  publicly  acknowledged  irregular 
practitioners,  and  does  not  permit  them  in  the  bodies 
from  which  it  receives  representation.  The  men  re- 
ferred to  are  such,  and  they  were  members  of  the  State 
Society.  The  Society  has  decided  that  they  are  no 
longer  in  fellowship.  If  they  wish  to  return,  they  can 
only  do  so  after  examination  by  the  Censors  of  the  So- 
ciety, and  as  in  regular  standing. 

Such  being  the  case,  it  will  be  seen  that  the  Massa- 
chusetts Medical  Society  has  complied,  to  the  letter, 
with  the  requirements  of  the  American  Medical  Asso- 
ciation; and  it  is  therefore  clearly  entitled  to  repre- 
sentation, the  coming  year,  at  San  Francisco.  The 
Councillors,  stung  to  madness  by  the  action  of  the  So- 
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ciety  at  its  Annual  Meeting  in  May  last,  in  this 
city,  are  endeavoring  to  force  a  false  issue  upon  the 
Fellows  of  the  Society  at  large.  They  talk  of  "  insults," 
of  "  compulsion,"  and  of  "  setting  authority  at  nought." 
The  only  insults  that  have  been  given  have  been  by 

the  Councillors,  —  to  the  Fellows  of  the  Society,  and  i 

physicians  throughout  the  land.     The  only  compulsion  \ 

that  has  been  exerted  has   been  that  to  which  they  ] 

themselves  have  very  properly  been   subjected.     The  ' 

only  rebels  against  the  wise  authority  of  the  general  i 

sense  of  the  profession  have  been,  and  are,  within  them-  : 

selves.     To  vote,  as  they  did  at  their  meeting  of  Octo-  : 

ber  5th,  that  no  delegates  should  be  sent  from  the  State  \ 

Society  of  Massachusetts  to  California  next  spring,  was  ! 

a  fresh  usurpation  of  powers  that  belong,  gentlemen  of  \ 

the  Society  at  large,  to  yourselves.  ' 

Therefore,  we  trust  that  every  District  Society  in  the  ' 
State  will  see  this  matter  in  its  true  light,  aiid  that  from  j 
each  of  them  a  full  corps  of  delegates  will  be  appointed  .< 
from  those  who  will  pledge  themselves  to  attend  the  I 
meeting  at  San  Francisco,  and  we  would  suggest  to  the 
President  of  the  Society  for  the  present  year,  who  was 
elected  at  this  important  crisis  in  its  affairs  because  he  ! 
was  thought  by  the  Fellows  to  be  a  straightforward,  | 
manly,  and  independent  gentleman,  that  he  appoint  the  : 
full  number  of  delegates  at  large,  to  which  the  Society  \ 
may  be  entitled,  also  selected  from  those  who  will  ; 
pledge  themselves  to  go,  with  instructions  to  convey  to  -; 
the  physicians  assembled  from  other  parts  of  the  Union,  ! 
the  assurance  that,  however  careless,  or  otherwise  at  ' 
fault,  she  may  have  been  in  years  past,  Massachu- 
setts NEVER  Secedes !  t 

Thus  would  the  State  Society  gain  in  the  estimation  \ 
of  the  world,  and  thus  the  slave-power  here  at  home 

be  completely  and  forever  broken.  ''. 
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An  old  —  ¥OX,  shall  we  say?  —  seems  to  have  been 
run  to  earth  at  last.  Where  a  skin  has  been  so  worn 
by  the  twists  and  turnings,  the  brambles  and  the 
blows  of  a  lengthy  chase,  it  is  hardly  worth  the  flay- 
ing. 

It  will  be  recollected  that  we  have  once  or  twice  re- 
ferred to  the  course  that  used  to  characterize  what  was 
then  the  only  medical  journal  in  I^ew  England.  Un- 
der the  management  of  a  large  proportion  of  its  fre- 
quently changing  editors,  it  was  nominally  in  the 
interest  of  the  profession,  actually  in  that  of  a  selfish 
little  clique ;  it  was  nominally  fair,  honest,  and  fearless ; 
actually  unjust,  tricky,  and  subservient  to  the  will  of 
Napoleon  the  Little,  who  aped  the  magnificent  autoc- 
racy of  a  surgeon  now  in  his  grave ;  nominall}^  an  arena 
of  the  largest  freedom,  but,  in  fact,  a  pile  of  lumber, 
behind  which  cut-throats  might  skulk.  We  spoke 
frankly,  for  we  had  had  personal  experience  of  all  these 
facts,  and  it  was  with  no  other  malice  than  actuates  a 
man,  who,  in  part  for  the  sake  of  his  neighbors,  captures 
and  hands  over  to  punishment  a  public  enemy.  We 
but  referred  to  what  by  common  consent  must  be  ac- 
knowledged to  have  existed. 

When,  in  July  last.  Dr.  Francis  H.  Brown  assumed 
the  editorial  charge  of  the  "  Boston  Medical  and  Surgical 
Journal,"  men  were  told,  with  a  brief  flourish  of  trum- 
pets, of  the  millennium  that  was  at  last  at  hand,*  and 
for  a  week  or  two  we  were  ourselves  led  to  believe,  in  a 
good  deal  of  astonishment,  that  a  change  had  in  reality 
taken  place.  Even  while  we  were  penning  our  hopes, 
however,  of  a  purer  atmosphere,  there  came  a  breath  f 
of  the  old,  and  but  too  familiar,  exhalations,  to  prove  the 
presence  still  of  what  might  infect,  if  not  destroy,  the 

*  Loc.  citat.  July  7,  1870,  p.  11.  f  Ibid.  July  14, 1870,  p.  27. 
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new,  vigorous,  and  promising  material,  from  which  so 
many  had  hoped  so  much,  just  implanted  at  the  Journal 
office. 

Does  the  result  justify  those  apprehensions?  Our 
readers  shall  judge  for  themselves. 

In  the  Journal  indicated,  for  the  27th  of  October  last, 
there  appeared  what  looked  like,  and  was  undoubtedly 
intended  to  be  taken  for,  the  official  report  of  a  meet- 
ing of  the  Councillors  of  the  Massachusetts  Medical 
Society;  *  for  it  was  identical,  in  the  way  of  heading, 
as  to  type,  etc.,  and  in  its  arrangement,  with  the  official 
reports  of  similar  meetings  published  in  that  Journal  in 
former  years.  We  have  said  that  it  was  calculated  to 
give  such  an  impression  to  whoever  should  see  it.  That 
it  did  so,  we  have  been  assured  by  many  Fellows  of  the 
State  Society,  who  were  thus  imposed  upon.  The  Presi- 
dent of  the  Society  himself,  Dr.  Fisk,  of  Northampton, 
admits  as  much  in  a  letter  now  in  our  possession. 

This  report,  as  we  stated  last  month,f  while  purport- 
ing to  be  a  fair  and  complete  resume  of  the  doings  of 
the  Councillors,  omitted,  —  purposely,  there  is  reason 
to  believe,  —  all  reference  to  a  very  material  portion  of 
the  action  that  was  taken  at  the  Councillors'  meeting. 
It  published  to  the  world,  as  if  by  authority,  an  unjust 
attack  by  the  Councillors  upon  the  fair  fame  and  repu- 
tation of  two  Fellows  of  the  Society,  and  withheld  a 
clause  which  even  the  Councillors  had  the  manliness 
not  to  omit  from  their  record,  and  which  to  every  right- 
minded  man  carries  within  itself  the  vindication  of  the 
parties  sought  to  be  censured,  namely,  that  it  was  the 
"opinion  (of  the  Councillors)  that  the  circumstance 
that  Drs.  Storer  and  Sullivan,  in  interposing  (at  the 
Meeting  of  the  American  Medical  Association)  the  ob- 

*  Loo.  citat.  p.  166.  f  See  this  Journal,  November,  1870,  p.  323. 
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jections  aforesaid,  professed  to  act,  or  acted,  as  repre- 
sentatives of  a  Society  called  the  Boston  Gynaecological 
Society,  constitutes  no  justification  of  the  course  pur- 
sued by  them." 

Plad  this  wickedness  been  the  act  of  the  Recording 
Secretary  of  the  State  Society,  and  so  of  the  Council- 
lors, Dr.  Charles  W.  Swan,  he  would  undoubtedly  re- 
ceive a  severe  reprimand  from  the  Fellows  of  the  Society, 
and  be  dropped  from  his  position,  at  the  next  Annual 
Meeting.  We  are  glad,  however,  to  believe  that  the 
guilt  of  the  procedure  does  not  belong  to  Dr.  Swan. 

At  the  meeting,  upon  November  1st,  of  the  Gynaeco- 
logical Society,  a  committee  was  appointed,  in  view  of 
the  double  affront  that  had  been  offered  to  the  Society, 
both  in  the  person  of  its  representatives  and  in  its  cor- 
porate capacity,  to  follow  this  matter  up  until  it  shall 
have  been  fully  atoned  for.  A  letter  to  this  committee, 
from  the  editor  of  the  "  Boston  Medical  and  Surgical 
Journal,"  is  now  in  our  hands.  In  it  Dr.  Brown 
confesses  that  the  publication  which  purported,  in  the 
absence  of  evidence  to  the  contrary,  to  be  the  official 
report  of  the  meeting  of  the  Councillors  of  the  Massa- 
chusetts Medical  Society,  was  nothing  of  the  kind.  It 
merely  consisted  of  brief  notes  that  had  been  furnished 
him  by  some  nameless  person  who  had  been  present  at 
that  meeting;  and  yet,  conveying,  as  they  did,  and  were 
evidently  intended  to  do,  a  personal  attack  of  the  gross- 
est character,  and  omitting  all  mention  of  the  justifica- 
tion which  their  writer  of  course  knew  to  exist,  they 
were  thus  published  in  the  Journal !  We  do  not  say 
that  Dr.  Brown  himself  was  aware  of  all  these  facts,  — 
his  letter,  indeed,  to  Dr.  Martin  conveys  the  impression 
of  an  outside  hand,  —  but  we  do  say,  and  deliberately, 
that  the  person  who  "  inspired  "  what  he  published  is  a 
coward;    and   that   the   Journal,  as  of    old,    is    again 
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affording  harborage  to  a  ^^  cut-throat,"  whoever  he  may 
be,  or  however  high  his  professional  standing. 

The  facts  detailed  above  were  enough,  it  would  seem, 
to  justify  our  complaint.  We  have  not  yet  sounded, 
however,  the  depths  of  the  Journal's  villany. 

ISTot  satisfied  with  what  they  had  done,  the  parties  in 
whose  sly  hands  Dr.  Brown  was,  we  think,  but  the  cat's- 
paw,  determined  to  increase,  if  possible,  the  damage 
they  had  attempted  to  inflict  upon  the  representatives 
of  the  Gynaecological  Society  at  "Washington.  A  re- 
print of  the  bogus  report  of  the  Councillors'  Meeting 
w^as  therefore  struck  off  from  the  Journal  types, 
upon  a  separate  sheet,  and,  as  though  it  were  an  official 
publication  of  the  State  Society,  it  has  been  sent  by 
mail  to  its  Fellows,  and,  for  aught  we  know,  scattered 
throughout  the  country.  Every  copy  of  this  document 
was  intended  to  be,  and  is,  an  additional  stab  at  those 
it  was  sought  to  injure.  Now,  by  whom  was  this  done? 
It  involved,  of  course,  considerable  expense  for  printing 
and  postage,  and  it  has  been  done  anonymously,  —  that 
device  of  the  lowest  poltroon. 

Was  it  by  Dr.  Brown,  the  editor  of  the  ^^  Medical 
and  Surgical  Journal"?  Then  he  has  forfeited  all 
claim  to  support  or  respect  from  the  profession. 

Was  it  by,  or  in  behalf  of,  the  Faculty  of  Harvard 
College,  smarting  under  their  recent  public  disgrace? 
With  all  the  hardihood  that  has  been  displayed  by  their 
leading  professor,  we  do  not  believe  that  even  he  would 
have  ventured  this. 

Was  it  by  the  Councillors  of  the  Massachusetts 
Medical  Society?  There  is  evidence  in  the  procedure 
itself  against  this  supposition. 

Was  it  by  their  "Standing  Committee  on  Publica- 
tions," consisting  of  Drs.  G.  C.  Shattuck  (Professor  in 
Harvard  University),  B.  E.  Cotting,  and  Luther  Parks 
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(late  editor  of  the  "  Boston  Medical  and  Surgical  Jour- 
nal ") ,  sheltering  themselves  behind  "  instructions  to 
publish  as  much,"  not  of  the  proceedings  of  the  Coun- 
cillors, but  of  a  report  rendered  to  them  upon  the  Laws 
of  the  State  regulating  the  admission  of  members  to  the 
Society,  ^^as  might  appear  to  them  of  general  interest"? 
Then  the  Committee  most  unwarrantably  exceeded  its 
powers. 

Or  was  it,  after  all,  by  that  veteran  wire-puller,  who, 
forever  hankering  for  the  Presidency  of  the  State  So- 
cietj-,  has  long  manipulated  the  Councillors  as  a  boy 
would  tickle  trout,  and  who  now,  like  a  circus-rider,  en- 
deavors to  bestride  and  control  the  practitioner^  of  two 
separate  districts?  If  so,  he  has  driven  another  nail 
into  his  professional  coffin,  for  the  facts  in  this  case  may 
yet  all  appear  in  court.  Meanwhile  since,  whoever  the 
culprit,  he  seems  to  have  forgotten  the  event  of  a  trial, 
we  propose  to  publish,  very  shortly,  the  suppressed 
evidence  in  the  case  of  the  Massachusetts  Medical  Soci- 

ety  vs.  Dr. ,  of  Boston  Highlands,  a  few  years  since, 

with  affidavits,  if  necessary,  to  show  who  it  was  that  was 
at  last  found  to  be  the  real  forger  and  liar,  and  was  saved 
from  the  condign  punishment  that  awaited  him  only 
through  promising  the  brother  practitioner  he  had 
sought  to  destroy,  that  he  would  forever  cease  from  his 
knavish  tricks. 

We  dislike,  excessively,  to  be  compelled  to  confront 
the  profession,  month  after  month,  w^ith  these  unpleas- 
ant, these  disgusting  disclosures.  Our  readers,  how- 
ever, will  recollect  that  a  science,  in  this  instance  Gynae- 
cology, like  a  man,  reaches  success  only  by  persistent 
struggle,  and  if  there  be  intentional  opposition,  by  beat- 
ing it  down.  We  repeat  that  our  issues  are  not  per- 
sonal merely,  but  public,  and  so  of  interest  to  physicians 
everywhere.     We  wash  no  dirty  linen;  if  such  appears. 
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it  is  through  the  rents  that  have  hmn  made  in  our 
opponents'  apparel. 

As  for  the  matter  to  which  we  have  now  referred,  it 
will  be  followed  up,  so  long  as  may  be  necessary,  by  the 
Committee  of  the  Gynaecological  Society  appointed  for 
the  purpose.  Meanwhile,  slightly  altering  the  language 
of  Mr.  Francis  Bret  Harte,*  we  merely  call  attention 
to  the  facts  thus  far  upon  record  in  the  case. 

**  Which  is  why  we  remark, 

And  our  language  is  plain, 
That  for  ways  that  are  dark, 

And  for  tricks  that  are  vain, 
Drs.  So-and-so  are  peculiar. 

Which  the  same  we  are  free  to  maintain.** 


Once  started,  it  is  easy  to  track  the  cloven  hoof. 
One  might  have  supposed,  in  view  of  the  facts  we  have 
just  presented,  that  our  brother  editor,  had  he  not  been 
meshed  by  the  evil  one,  would  have  seen  through  the 
wiles  to  which  he  was  lending  himself,  and  have  been 
but  too  glad  to  present  to  his  readers,  since  it  concerned 
them  all,  the  protest  of  the  Gynaecological  Society  that 
we  published  last  month.  It  was  a  statement  of  the  un- 
just action  of  the  Councillors,  and  a  demand  from  the 
Massachusetts  Medical  Society,  for  a  trial,  in  due  form, 
as  provided  for  by  the  by-laws,  whereby  all  the  facts  in 
the  case  would  be  made  to  appear.  This  communica- 
tion, addressed  "  To  the  Fellows  of  the  Massachusetts 
Medical  Society,"  was  sent  to  Dr.  Brown,  properly 
authenticated,  by  order  of  the  Gynaecological  Society, 
with  a  courteously  worded  request  for  its  publication,  as 
an  act  of  justice. 

It  received  a  plump  refusal,  under  the  false  plea  that 
the  State  Society  had  taken  action  concerning  the  rep- 

♦  Plain  Language  from  Truthful  James,  Overland  Monthly,  September,  1870,  p.  288. 
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resentatives  of  the  Gynaecological  Society,  that  by  con- 
currence this  had  been  made  final,  and  that  there  the 
matter,  save  by  appeal  to  the  offending  Councillors,  must 
end.  To  this  misstatement  by  Dr.  Brown,  it  was  replied 
by  the  Secretary  of  the  GynaBcological  Society,  that  as 
the  affair  of  its  representatives  had  never  been  brought 
in  any  way  before  the  Massachusetts  Medical  Society,  it 
was  evident  that  this  Society  could  not  have  taken  the 
action  stated  by  him.  The  gentleman  then  answered  that 
his  determination  was  not  to  be  altered.  The  poor 
Secretary  could  accordingly  do  no  more.  He  can  only 
now  appeal  for  justice  to  the  Fellows  of  the  Massa- 
chusetts Medical  Society  throughout  the  StatCj  confi- 
dent that,  as  in  May  last,  when  the  time  comes  again  for 
action,  they  will  decide  that  ^^Jiat  justitia,  mat  ccelum.^^ 
Simpson's,  it  has  long  since  become  understood,  was  not 
the  only  professional  life  that  has  been  struck  at  by  a 
"  foul  blow,"  here  in  Massachusetts. 

The  Councillors,  it  will  have  been  perceived,  have 
claimed  that  so  far  from  being  but  the  i-epresenta- 
tives  of  the  State  Society,  they  are  the  Society  itself; 
and  their  tool,  dazed  by  their  very  impudence,  dares  to 
endorse  their  pretence.  Let  them  reap  a  common  in- 
famy. 

The  Councillors  are  endeavoring,  as  every  one 
expected  they  would,  to  avail  themselves  of  what  we 
last  month  stigmatized  as  "  a  cowardly  quibble  with  the 
word  ^  deserve.' "  ^^  To  say  men  ^  deserve  censure  '  is 
no  more  formally  censuring  them,"  they  assert  far  and 
wide,  "than  to  say  that  a  person  deserves  to  be  hung  is 
an  execution."  Common  usage,  however,  has  decided 
that  the  expressions  are  not  parallel.  We  are  informed 
that  the  trick,  so  far  as  the  Councillors  are  concerned, 
is  a  stale  one,  and  that  in  years  past  discipline  has 
more  than  once  been  attempted  to  be  inflicted  by  them 
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in  this  cowardly  manner;  the  expression  being  intended 
to  convey,  conveying,  and  being  undex^stood  to  convey, 
all  that  it  implied.  The  only  difference  is  that  till 
now  no  one  has  dared  to  face  these  wolves  and  drive 
them  back  howling,  —  more  than  one  of  them  stretched 
at  his  feet,  lifeless,  —  like  so  many  curs. 

Next,  we  shall  be  told  that  sending  the  myriad  fly- 
leaves conveying  the  censure,  to  the  physicians  of  the 
State,  was  no  ^^  publication."  The  law  may  yet,  per- 
haps, settle  this  question.  What  one  does  by  an  agent, 
he  does  by  himself.  Every  Councillor  who  by  his  vote 
usurped  the  functions  of  the  Society  at  large,  in  violation 
of  its  by-laws,  has  rendered  it  liable  as  well  as  himself,  we 
are  informed,  both  by  that  act  and  its  publication,  to  a  suit 
for  heavy  damages.  The  aggregate  of  the  forty-nine 
suits,  doubled,  for  there  are  two  gentlemen  who  have 
been  injured,  would  amount  to  a  pretty  sum;  before 
which,  however  brave  the  College  might  seem,  the  indi- 
vidual Fellows  of  the  Society  at  large  might  well  hesi- 
tate at  permitting  such  responsibility  to  be  foisted  upon 
themselves.  We  do  not,  hower,  anticipate  being  forced 
to  any  such  issue.  We  know  pretty  well  the  temper 
of  the  profession  throughout  the  State,  and  that  the 
men  whom  we  lash  are  not  its  real  representatives. 
And  we  know  pretty  well,  too,  who  have  been  the  real 
culprits  in  this  matter.  As  in  .^sop's  tale,  so  here; 
there  were  rats  from  the  country  and  rats  from  the 
town.  The  former,  comparatively  innocent  of  wrong- 
doing, may  escape  through  any  crevice  that  they  may 
find.  But  the  latter,  fat  and  glossy  and  pampered, 
from  all  these  years'  nibbling  at  the  upper-crust,  and 
withal  "forgetful,"  cannot  now  escape  us.  Dainty 
gloves  they  will  yet  afford,  poor  creatures,  for  the  hands 
of  the  younger  men. 

We  believe  that  the  State  Society  will  as  cordially, 
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and  as  fully,  do  justice  in  this  matter  at  its  next  Annual 
Meeting,  as  it  did  last  May.  We  appeal  to  it,  therefore, 
with  confidence. 


The  most  ludicrous  point  of  all  made  by  Prof. 
Henry  J.  Bigelow,  when  moving  that  the  Councillors 
obey  the  vote  of  the  Society  instructing  them  henceforth 
to  refuse  unchallenged  admission  to  the  medical  gradu* 
ates  of  Harvard  University,  was  that  the  "  right "  so 
long  enjoyed  had  been  granted  "  for  the  sake  of  the 
Society  and  not  of  the  College."  *  Every  Fellow  knows 
by  this  time  that  it  was  by  the  door  at  last  closed  that 
the  greater  part  of  the  host  of  irregulars,  who  have  now 
been  disposed  of,  gained  admission  into  the  State  Soci- 
ety. The  learned  professor  was  not  so  explicit  as  the 
occasion  demanded.  He  should  have  added  that  the 
benefit  to  the  Society  lay  in  that  the  torpedo,  so  knav- 
ishly  placed  at  its  base  in  1859,  in  the  hollow  dug  in 
1802,  and  deepened  in  1831,  in  utter  violation  of  Section 
7th  of  the  Act  of  1781,  and  now  exploded,  has,  while 
shaking  the  Society  to  its  very  centre,  so  far  from 
destroying  it,  but  awakened  it  to  a  quicker  life.  That 
the  compact  was  not  for  the  ultimate  benefit  of  the  Col- 
lege, events  may  indeed  very  likely  have  proved. 

That  the  "  illegal "  by-law  at  last  expunged  was  ^^  left 
inadvertently  upon  the  books,"  f  and  was  without  the 
knowledge  of  the  officers  of  the  College  all  these  years, 
looks  very  likely,  as  we  shall  proceed  to  show.  Prof. 
B.'s  assertion  explains,  of  course,  how  it  has  been  that 
even  to  the  present  time  the  Censors  of  Suffolk  District 
have  regularly  appended  to  their  advertisements  in  the 
College  organ,  the  following  bit  of  bird-lime :  "  Gradu- 


♦  Boston  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal,  October  27,  1870,  p.  266. 
t  Ibid.,  November  10,  1870,  p.  312. 
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ates  of  Harvard  University  Medical  Department  can 
join  the  Society  without  examination,  on  exhihition  of 
their  diplomas,^^  *  It  will  be  perceived  that  in  the  case 
of  the  present  year,  on  June  9th  and  16th,  this  language 
was  publicly  used  in  print,  by  Drs.  Damon,  B.  J.  Jef- 
fries, Sinclair,  John  Homans,  and  Curtis,  the  Suffolk 
Censors,  several  weeks  after  the  action  of  the  State  So- 
ciety at  its  Annual  Meeting;  just  as  had  been  done  the 
previous  year  by  their  predecessors,  Drs.  Lyman,  B.  J. 
Jeffries,  Damon,  and  Sinclair,  though  the  subject  had 
already  been  plainly  enough  discussed  at  the  Annual 
Meeting  of  1869.  These,  it  will  be  noticed,  are  but 
fresh  instances  of  what  we  have  termed  "forgetful- 
ness." 

It  was  also  Prof.  Bigelow,  we  are  unblushingly  told,t 
who,  in  moving  to  strike  out  the  obnoxious  by-law  at 
the  Councillors'  Meeting,  coolly  stated  that  it  had  already 
been  "  repealed  by  the  State  Act  of  1859,  and  therefore 
was  invalid  and  obsolescent  from  that  time  though  left 
inadvertently  upon  the  books."  Ij;  Did  the  gentleman 
really  dare  to  do  this,  in  the  face  of  his  own  history? 

That  history  is  as  follows .  We  cite  from  the  pub- 
lished Transactions  of  the  Massachusetts  Medical  Soci- 
ety. 

At  the  Annual  Meeting  of  the  Councillors,  on  May 
24th,  1859,  the  Recording  Secretary  read  an  attested 
copy  of  the  following  Act,  then  just  passed  by  the  Leg- 
islature of  Massachusetts :  § 

*  The  italics  are  not  our  own.  See  Advertising  Sheet  of  Boston  Medical  and  Surgical 
Journal,  for  June  10,  1869,  etc.,  and  for  June  9th  and  16th,  1870. 

flbid.,  November  10,  1870,  p.  312. 

X  Ibid. 

§  Medical  Communications  of  the  Massachusetts  Medical  Society,  Vol.  ix.,  No.  v.,  1859, 
p.  109. 
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''  Cnmmoutotultlj  ai  Ulassarljus^tts,  ht  i\t  gear  1S59, 

"AN  ACT  IN  RELATION    TO    THE    MASSACHUSETTS    MEDICAL 

SOCIETY. 

^^Be  it  enacted  hy  the  Senate  and  House  of  Represent- 
atives in  General  Court  assembled,  and  by  the  authority 
of  the  same,  as  follows :  — 

^^  Section  1.  ^sTo  person  shall  hereafter  become  a 
member  of  the  Massachusetts  Medical  Society,  except 
upon  examination  by  the  Censors  of  said  Society,  and 
any  person  of  good  moral  character,  found  to  possess 
the  qualifications  prescribed  by  the  rules  and  regula- 
tions of  said  Society,  shall  be  admitted  a  Fellow  of  said 
Society. 

"Section-  2.  This  Act  shall  take  effect  from  and 
after  its  passage. 

"  Approved  March  5th,  1859." 

Upon  motion,  it  was  voted  by  the  Councillors  to  re- 
fer the  Act  to  the  Society  at  large  for  its  acceptance. 

Whereupon,  Prof.  Henry  J.  Bigelow,  of  Boston, 
for  the  direct  and  evident  purpose  of  setting  the  author- 
ity of  the  State  in  this  matter  at  naught,  "  offered  the 
following  amendment  to  the  first  by-law :  — 

"  Strike  out  the  first  twelve  lines,  and  insert  the 
words,  ^A.ny  person  having  been  graduated  as  Doctor  of 
Medicine  at  Harvard  University,  or  at  the  Berkshire 
Medical  Institution,*  shall  become  a  Fellow  of  the  Society 
without  further  examination,  by  the  Censors,  of  his 
medical  attainments. "^  "  f 

♦  The  above  clause  was  appended  solely  for  the  purpose  of  preventing  the  opposition 
from  the  western  part  of  the  State,  that  would  else  inevitably  have  ensued.  From  our  posi- 
tion in  the  Faculty  of  the  Berkshire  Sohool,  we  happen  to  have  learned  all  about  that  bar- 
gain and  sale. 

t  Medical  Communications  of  the  Massachusetts  Medical  Society,  1859,  p.  110. 
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And  then,  as  if  by  concert,  "  on  motion  of  Dr.  Metcalf, 
of  Menclon,  it  was 

"  Voted,  ^To  reconsider  the  vote  by  which  the  Coun- 
cillors referred  the  recent  Act  of  the  Legislature  to  the 
Society  for  acceptance.' " 

"  The  vote  was  then  taken  on  the  motion  to  refer  the 
recent  Act  to  the  Society  for  acceptance,  and  it  was  lost 
by  a  vote  of  twenty-eight  in  the  affirmative  and  twenty- 
nine  in  the  negative."  ^  That  is  to  say,  the  Councillors 
of  the  Massachusetts  Medical  Society,  as  on  so  many  past 
occasions,  were  dragged  up  to  the  defence  of  one  of  the 
"  rights  "  of  the  Medical  School  of  Harvard  University, 

an*'    DELIBERATELY  VOTED    TO   DISOBEY  A  LAW  OF  THE 

State.      We  are  merely  stating  facts.    They  speak  for 
themselves. 

"Dr.  Fiskef  then  moved, 

""^That  Dr.  H.  J.  Bigelow's  amendment,  the  report 
of  the  committee  to  whom  was  referred  the  communica- 
tion from  the  Censors  for  Suffolk  District  (regarding 
another  matter),  and  the  recent  Act  of  the  Legislature, 
be  referred  to  a  committee  of  five,  to  report  what  action 
is  necessary.'  " 

All  this,  be  it  borne  in  mind,  was  at  the  Annual  Meet- 
ing of  the  Councillors,  on  the  evening  of  May  24,  1859. 
To  escape*  the  appearance  of  unseemly  haste,  and  to 
secure  the  passage  of  the  bill,  the  meeting  was  now  ad- 
journed till  eai'ly  the  next  morning,  the  day  of  the  An- 
nual Meeting  of  the  Society  itself.  Upon  re-assem- 
bling at  8.30  A.  M.,  on  May  25,  there  were  present,  as 
might  have  been  expected,  less  than  half  the  number  of 
Councillors  of  the  previous  evening. 

The  motion  to  refer  was  unanimously  adopted. 


*  Medical  Communicatio      of  the  Massachusetts  Medical  Society,  p.  110. 
t  Xot  the  present  President  of  the  Massachusetts   Medical  Society,  but   a  gentleman 
who  has  now  removed  from  the  State. 
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"The  Chair  appointed  Drs.  J.  Bigelow  (Professor  in 
Harvard  University),  Gonld,  Jeffries,  Shattuck  (Profes- 
sor in  Harvard  University),  and  H.  J.  Bigelow  (Pro- 
fessor in  Harvard  University),"  as  the  committee  upon 
the  latter  gentleman's  amendment! 

And  then,  to  complete  the  bargain  with  the  Berkshire 
School,  it  Avas 

"  Voted,  ^  That  two  Fellows  be  added  to  the  above 
committee; '  and 

"  The  Chair  appointed  Drs.  H.  H.  Childs,  of  Pitts- 
field  (President  of  the  Berkshire  Medical  College),  and 
J.  G.  Metcalf,  of  Mendon." 

To  this  point  everything  had  gone  smoothly.  The 
conspirators  had  dng  their  mine  and  laid  their  train; 
but  it  would  not  do  as  yet  to  apply  the  spark,  for  Guy 
Fawkes  could  not  then  have  possibly  escaped  all  these 
eleven  years  without  discovery. 

They  could  easily  have  adjourned  for  a  few  minutes, 
have  then  received  the  report  of  the  Harvard  Committee, 
accepted  and  adopted  it,  and  carried  it  for  final  action 
to  the  Aniuial  Meeting  of  the  Society  itself,  which  was 
to  be  held  at  ten  o'clock  of  the  same  forenoon.  But 
here  their  courage  failed  them.  They  did  not  dare  to  do 
this,  for  the  passacje  of  the  Medical  Enfratichiseinent  Act 
hy  the  Legislature,  ivhich  they  had  just  overridden,  was 
hiown  to  the  Fellows  of  the  Society  at  large,  and  they 
themselves  would  at  once  have  been  branded  for  their 
infayny. 

Thei'cfore  it  was  that  the  completion  of  the  farce  was 
postponed  for  a  yeai'. 

At  the  next  Stated  Meeting  of  the  Councillors,  iu 
October,  1859,  the  very  first  business  acted  upon,  after 
the  election  of  an  llonoi-ary  Member,  was  the  report  of 
the  Harvai'd  Committee.  Word  for  word,  the  passage 
of  Dr.  Hkmiy  J.  Bk^elow's  amendment  was  recom- 
mended Ijy  his  tatiier,  and,  "after  some  (lis(;ussion,"  his 
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report  was  adopted,  and,  the  preliminary  steps  having 
now  all  been  taken,  it  was 

"  Voted,  That  the  amendment  be  referred  to  the  So- 
ciety for  final  action." 

But  even  now,  with  their  pVize  almost  within  their 
hand,  the  conspirators  again  hesitated.  They  did  not 
dare  to  trust  themselves  to  the  chance  of  questioning 
by  the  honest  men  of  the  country  districts,  and  yet  the 
matter  to  become  "(il) legal"  must  be  acted  upon  in 
open  session  of  the  Society  itself.  Accordingly,  at  the 
Annual  Meeting,  on  May  30,  1860,  without  giving  no- 
tice of  his  reason  for  so  doing,  it  was  moved  by  the  late 
Dr.  John  Ware  (Professor  in  Harvard  University) ,  and 
voted,  "  that,  when  the  meeting  adjourn,"  it  should  be 
to  the  next  day,*  at  which  time,  of  course,  nearly  all  the 
country  members,  in  ignorance  of  the  deviltry  that  was 
going  on,  would  have  returned  to  their  homes. 

The  next  forenoon,  a  handful  of  the  Boston  Council- 
lors met  together,  and,  as  Fellows  of  the  Society,  formally 
sanctioned  their  own  act  of  disloyalty  to  their  represen- 
tatives, to  the  Legislature  of  the  State,  and  to  the  whole 
profession.  Here,  for  the  present,  we  would  gladly 
drop  the  curtain. 

Was  our  'New  York  correspondent  wrong  when  he 
wrote  us  that  he  feared  "  that  the  strong,  telling  blows 
which  you  deal  fall  upon  the  common  enemy,  and  my 
only  fear  is  that  he  will  be  so  completely  annihilated 
that  there  will  be  no  opportunity  left  for  the  exercise  of 
Christian  charity  towards  him"? 

That  little  word,  "  forgetfulness  " ! 


But  we  should  do  weon^g  did  we  fail  to  say  here 
one  word  more.  We  endeavor  to  give  to  each  and  ever}? 
one  with  whom  we  have  to  deal,  full  and  impartial  justice. 

*  Medical  Communications  of  the  Massachusetts  Medical  Society,  1860,  p.  146. 
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It  was  voted,  "  yiem,  con.j^  by  fifty  of  the  Councillors, 
here  in  Boston  the  other  day,*  to  abrogate  a  certain 
^^  damnable  "  f  by-law,  because  "  it  had  its  origin  in  an 
old  State  law,  enacted  for  the  benefit  of  the  Society,  not 
for  that  of  the  College;  the  Medical  Faculty  of  the  Uni- 
versity never  having  had  any  interest  in  the  matter,  and 
some  of  them  scarcely  knowing  of  its  existence."  J  Now, 
will  it  be  believed  that,  of  the  gentlemen  passing  this 
vote,  whose  names  we  published  last  month, §  no  less 
than  seventeen,  or  one-third,  were  present  at  the  Coun- 
cillors' meeting  in  May,  1859,  when  Dr.  H.  J.  Bigelow 
first  moved  to  annul  the  Medical  Liberty  Act  of  the 
Legislature,  and  no  less  than  fifteen,  or  nearly  one-third, 
at  the  meeting  of  October,  of  the  same  year,  at  which 
his  father  recommended  that  the  Councillors  join  in  the 
rebellion?  Those  of  the  first  series  are  Drs.  Hunt,  of 
Dan  vers;  Savory,  of  Lowell;  Chapin,  of  Winchester; 
Hodgdon,  of  Arlington;  Cotting,  of  Roxbury;  Hitch- 
cock, of  Foxborough;  Holmes,  of  Milton;  Jarvis,  of 
Dorchester;  Munroe,  of  Medway;  and  Ayer,  H.  J. 
Bigelow,  Cabot,  Crane,  J.  B.  S.  Jackson,  Putnam, 
D.  H.  Storer,  and  Shattuck,  of  Boston;  and  those  of  the 
second,  Drs.  Hunt,  of  Danvers;  Torrey,  of  Beverly; 
Savory,  of  Lowell;  Hodgdon,  of  Arlington;  Cotting, 
of  Koxbury;  Holmes,  of  Milton;  Jarvis,  of  Dor- 
chester; and  Ayer,  II.  J.  Bigelow,  Cabot,  Crane, 
Hayward,  Jackson,  Putnam,  and  Shattuck,  of  Boston. 
It  will  be  seen  that,  of  these  gentlemen,  thirteen  were 
present  at  both  of  the  meetings  referred  to,  of  ten  years 


*  Boston  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal,  Oct.  27,  1870,  p.  286. 

t  See  this  Journal,  October,  1869,  p.  251. 

X  Boston  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal,  Oct.  27,  1870,  p.  266.  Had  the  words  above 
quoted  from  Dr.  II.  J.  Bigelow  not  been  properly  reported,  it  is  fair  to  presume,  under  all 
the  circumstances,  that  they  would  not  have  been  published,  and,  if  published,  that  they 
would  ere  this  have  been  corrected. 

§  This  Journal,  November,  1870,  p.  323. 
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ago.  Not  one  of  them  seems  to  have  uttered  a  word  of 
protest  at  the  Harvard  "  forgetfulness."  Is  it  possible 
that,  contagious  though  it  be,  it  had  infected  them  all? 

Did  we  speak  without  notes,  or  without  reason,  when 
we  suggested  last  month  the  abolishment  of  the  Board 
of  Councillors?  We  believe  that  the  time  has  arrived 
for  the  re-organization  of  the  Massachusetts  Medical 
Society.  There  are  earnest  and  honorable  men  among 
the  Fellows  who  desire  to  cleanse  it  from  the  deep-spread 
rottenness,  but  portions  of  which  we  have  as  yet  dis- 
closed. And  there  can  be  no  doubt  whatever  that  the 
Legislature  of  the  State,  whose  authority  has  been  so 
openly  defied,  for  so  stands  the  record,^  will  cordially 
give  its  assent  to  the  measure  that  we  have  proposed. 

"  Local  issues,"  do  the  Boston  men  endeavor  to  rep- 
resent the  disclosures  that  we  have  made? 

They  have  dared  to  say  that  the  late  action  of  the 
American  Medical  Association,  in  compelling  them  to 
wheel  into  line  with  those  whom  they  had  betrayed,  and 
to  keep  step  again  to  the  music  of  the  Union, — for  it 
was  this  only  that  was  done,  and  it  was  not  "  in  effect 
imposing  conditions  upon  the  rights  of  the  Society," 
—  "was  ill  considered  and  unwarranted." f  They  have 
advised  that  no  delegates  be  sent  to  the  next  Annual 
Meeting  of  the  Association,  and  they  have  recommended 
the  appointment  of  a  Committee  to  make  a  formal  rep- 
resentation to  the  Association  at  that  meeting,  with  a 
view  to  procure  a  reconsideration  of  its  action. 

Brave  men,  gentlemen  will  be  who  visit  San  Fran- 
cisco upon  any  such  errand.     Local  Councillors  may  be 

*  Think  of  the  Councillors  having  had  the  effrontery,  when  deciding  to  disregard  the 
Act  of  1859,  to  vote,  "That  the  Committee  just  appointed  (in  the  interests  of  Harvard 
University),  be  instructed  to  look  after  the  interests  of  the  Society  in  the  Legislature,  and 
that  they  be  authorized  to  take  such  measures  to  protect  those  interests  as  they  may  deem 
expedient." — Medical  Communications  of  the  Massachusetts  Medical  Society,  1859,  p.  112, 

t  Boston  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal,  Oct.  27,  1870 ,  p.  266. 
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bought  or   muzzled.      Not   so   the   Profession,   or   its 
Press. 


"We  have  asked  one  or  two  very  disagreeable  ques- 
tions. It  was  necessary,  however,  to  do  so.  For  the 
same  reason  we  are  compelled  to  put  one  more. 

Just  as  these  pages  go  to  the  printer,  there  has  ap- 
peared from  the  University  Medical  Press,*  the  state- 
ment that,  "in  answer  to  numerous  inquiries,  we  (the 
editors)  are  requested  to  state  that,  at  present,  no  one 
can  enter  the  Massachusetts  Medical  Society  without 
examination."  f  Now  what  do  these  two  little  words, 
"at  present,"  mean?  Is  it  that  any  one  has  forgotten, 
in  advance,  the  reforms  of  the  last  few  months,  and  has 
thus  expressed  his  desire,  however  hopeless,  for  a  restora- 
tion of  the  old  regime?  Or  is  it  that  the  Councillors 
have  determined  to  attempt  at  the  next  Annual  Meet- 
ing of  the  Society,  a  coup  d'etat  that  will  throw 
all  their  previous  exploits  into  the  shade?  Or  is  it 
that  the  old  Committee  of  1859,  as  yet  apparently 
undischarged,  that  was  appointed  by  the  Council- 
lors "to  look  after  the  interests  of  the  Society  (or 
Harvard  College)  in  the  Legislature,  authorized,"  as 
they  were,  "to  take  such  measures  to  protect  those 
interests  as  they  may  deem  expedient,"  are  to  lobby  the 
jDresent  winter  for  an  Act  to  annul  the  Act  of  1859? 
All  of  these  suppositions  are  possible ;  the  last  is  by  no 
means  an  improbable  one. 

The  fact  that  there  is  a  Massachusetts  Medical  So- 
ciety, at  large,  may  be  forgotten;  but  it  will  not  be  safe 
to  forget  that  there  is  an  American  Medical  Association. 

♦  That  one  of  the  editors  of  the  Journal  referred  to  is  an  oflBcer  of  the  Harvard  Medical 
School  renders  the  title  wo  have  given  it  not  inappropriate.  The  late  Mr.  Welch,  of  Cam- 
bridge, had  not  one-half  as  much  right  to  the  oflBcial  trade-mark. 

t  Boston  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal,  November  24,  1870,  p.  351. 
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